




Letters to the  
editor 

TEN YEARS OF BARTHOLOMEW 
and STILL NO COUNCIL! 

A Personal Reflection 
Dear Editor, 
The Associated Press reported that at the 

March 5 meeting in the White House, Presi-
dent Bush inquired about Patriarch 
Bartholomew's role in "the whole Orthodox 
world." His All Holiness responded that his 
job entails "coordinating pan-Orthodox ef-
forts and assuring pan-Orthodox unity." My 
reaction is that we must judge an individual 
by deeds and not words. Where is the Great 
and Holy Council that was promised by the 
end of the millenium? This meeting will pro-
mote and assure pan-Orthodox efforts and 
unity! After ten years of Bartholomew's reign 
are we any closer? 

The Orthodox Christian faithful, clergy 
and laity have been waiting for the great and 
holy council to convene for 1000 years. It is 
through this conciliar body that the apostolic 
mission and matters of church governance 
in the reality of the new world order can be 
addressed. The council is convened by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch who has the title of 
honor "first amongst equals" in relationship 
to the ancient patriarchs. The council agenda 
has been in the planning process for over 20 
years. The present occupant of the Ecumeni-
cal Throne assured the faithful that the meet-
ing would take place before the close of the 
20th century. The Turkish government re-
stored the city of Nicea for the meeting. Why 
has it not been convened? 

It has not occurred because the present 
occupant, who assumed the Ecumenical 
Throne ten years ago, has gone off on a 
power trip redefining his role in the Ortho-
dox Christian world as if he were a Roman 
pontiff. He demeans the honorable office in 
his quest for power. His overreaching agenda 
includes making claims for his office that the 
other patriarchs and the laity do not accept. 
He has further diminished the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate by defining himself as a leader 
of a diaspora, and an omogenia. He has made 
Hellenism a requirement to being an Ortho-
dox Christian. These are restrictions, condi-
tions and innovative requirements imposed 
on those who would be Orthodox Christians. 

These are concepts that conflict with the 
faith. 

Evangelical Christians were victims of 
these innovative criteria when they were 
seeking the historical and apostolic church 
and were not received at the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. They lingered in the corridors 
of the Patriarchate because they did not fit 
into these new criteria. They eventually came 
to Orthodox Christianity through the vision 
and foresight of Metropolitan Philip and Pa-
triarchate of Antioch. Many other individu-
als seeking the historical church through the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate are put off by these 
unorthodox requirements and do not find 
hospitality in Istanbul. How Ecumenical is 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate? 

His quest for power has brought the 
church to the brink of schism. His efforts to 
extend his influence in Russia-Ukraine, Es-
tonia and the United States of America have 
been divisive. He has caused dissent in the 
Church of Greece and with the Archbishop 
of Athens. It is these actions which have 
made the convening of the council impos-
sible at this time! 

He started his reign ten years ago with 
the prayers of the faithful and with the hope  

that after 1000 years this young Patriarch 
would finally use the honor of his office to 
convene the council to restore good order 
in the life of the Church. One thousand years 
of oppression by Islamic and Turkish rule, 
the crusades, the collapse of the Byzantine 
Empire, persecutions by secular communist 
rulers, made it difficult to convene a coun-
cil. Now, at a time when such a council 
could be pivotal in establishing the good 
order within the Orthodox Christian Church 
and its apostolic ministry within the world 
order, it turns out to be impossibility. It is a 
shame that blind ambition by the patriarch 
is now the hindrance to the progress of the 
Church. 

A solution to this dilemma is for the 
synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to 
convene and depose the sitting Patriarch. 
This would truly be an act of grace and love. 
They then need to elect a steward of the 
great and holy Church who will convene 
the council so that Orthodoxy in a conciliar 
manner can move forward in fulfilling 
Christ's commission to do His holy work 
in the world. 

George Matsoukas 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Attorney/Author Nick Katsoris recently took his book signing tour on the road for his legal 
thriller "Crimes of Fire" with signings at Barnes & Noble stores in Boston, New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, Wilkes-Barre PA, New York, Jacksonville and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Katsoris 
will next appear at the Barnes & Noble store in Alexandria, Virginia on April 6, 2002 at 2:00 
PM at 3651 Jefferson Davis Highway. For more information visit the book's website at 
www.crimesoeice.com  or call 212-397-2804. Pictured here are Nick & Voula Katsoris with 
Effie George (center) at the signing in Ft. Lauderdale on January 31. 
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From the Editor 

PLEASE, LEAVE US ALONE! 
The Americans of Greek descent should not vote in the Greek elections. 

By PETER MAKRIAS 

The Greek-American Review strongly opposed, since the late 
70's, efforts by PASOK, the governing Socialist party, and other 
political parties to politicize the Greek-American community by 
opening representative offices in the United States, by establish-
ing fundraising "committees" and visits by members of Parlia-
ment. Fortunately, the efforts did not succeed and the Omogeneia 
remained united. But some "committees" (among them the com-
munists) still raise funds and many Greek-Americans are pro-
vided with free air tickets to Greece in order to vote there in 
Parliamentary elections for their favorite candidates. 

Recently it was proposed by Mr. Gregoris Niotis, President 
of the Parliamentary Committee for the Greeks Abroad and 
former Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs, that the right to vote 
by absentee ballot be extended to all Greeks living abroad, so 
they could elect their own deputies in the Greek Parliament. We 
do not know whether he means the first, or both the first and 
second generation of Greek-Americans, but the proposal does 
not make sense. It is unrealistic, irresponsible and unattainable, 
although it has its roots in the Greek Constitution. His model is 
Italy and France, but he is probably forgetting that both coun-
tries were colonial powers with their armies and citizens resid-
ing in the colonies. This is the reason they extended the absentee 
ballot to them. Modem Greece has no colonies on the American, 
Australian, or African continents. 

We oppose the idea and we expect all organizations and fed-
erations to reject it, to ask the Greek politicians to focus on ter-
rorism, the corruption and the "stench" in public life, the delays  

in the construction of the facilities for the 2004 Olympics, and 
other issues of concern to the Greek citizens. They should cam-
paign in their electoral districts in Greece and leave us alone. We 
have no business interferring in any way, in the domestic affairs 
of the Greek people or influencing the results with several votes 
from Athens, GA, or Astoria, N.Y. 

We should remind the Greek government and all political 
parties that the naturalized citizens took the oath of allegiance to 
the United States and we, Americans of Greek descent, are now 
proud citizens of the greatest nation on earth, without losing our 
love for the country of our birth. In fact, we love Greece at least 
as much as those living there and we have proved that. We try to 
help Greece in any way possible, in good and bad times, al-
though we are deeply disturbed by the pro-Taliban feelings, the 
ridiculous attacks and the unacceptable insults against the best 
friend of Greece, the United States. Nobody has the right to dis-
pute our love and dedication to Greece and we unequivocally 
reject the insulting description "neo-Giarmitsarism." 

In view of the above, we wholeheartedly endorse statements 
by Chris Tomaras, Vice president of SAE (World Council of 
Hellenes Abroad) and Elias Betzios, president of the Panepirotic 
Federation of America, Canada and Australia. They both out-
right rejected this idea. And we would gladly co-sign the excel-
lent arguments in the article by our good friend Christ Stratakis, 
Esq., on the following page. We invite our readers to participate 
in the discussion of this very important matter by sending us 

their views. 

DESPICABLE ACT 
Someone, or a group of people, 

wants to harm Greece and the 2004 
Olympic Games. In a new, paid adver-
tisement in the Washington Times, 
Greece is accused of being the country 
which sponsors terrorism, a country 
"which permits the terrorists to operate 
freely within her borders" and which for 
the past 25 years has not arrested even 
one member of the "17 November" ter-
rorist group. 

This is the second paid advertisement 
signed by "Greek-Americans Against 
Terrorism." The previous one was 
signed by "A Concerned Greek-Ameri-
can." 

We cannot believe that this despicable 
act was done by Greek-Americans, but we 
cannot rule this out since the Washington 
Times refuses to reveal who paid for the 
shameful ad. The deplorable fact is that 
the newspaper, invoking the constitutional 

protection of freedom of expression, says 
that has no obligation to reveal those who 
paid for this item. But we can, all of us, 
remind the newspaper that no serious pub-
lication accepts such paid trash without the 
signature and the address of the authors. 

Our protests may force this newspaper 
to refuse similar ads in the future. 

Call the Washington Time's (202) 636-
3000, and ask for the names of those who 
paid for the advertisements. 
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SHOULD NON-RESIDENT GREEKS 
BE ALLOWED TO VOTE 
IN GREEK ELECTIONS? 

By CHRIST STRATAKIS, Esq. 

As if we did not have enough prob-
lems of our own, Greek politicians, 
as well as some members of the 

Greek American community, argue that 
Greeks living abroad should be allowed to 
vote in Greek parliamentary elections. The 
right to vote, they claim, is an "inalienable 
right of every Greek". They refuse to under-
stand that the "inalienable right to vote" is 
indigenous with the place where each per-
son lives and pays taxes. Yet, they argue, by 
voting in Greek elections, we would some-
how improve communications with our 
country of origin and our votes would be 
more "objective" and "correct"—presumably 
from those cast by local voters! And lest we 
feel neglected from participating in the 
Greek political process, we must also be rep-
resented in the Greek Parliament with our 
own deputies. All this fuss would be comi-
cal, except that it could bring some unpleas-
ant consequences if the Greek Government 
takes it seriously and falls for the 
idea. Personally, I don't believe anybody 
seeking to vote in Greece really has spent 
time to think this idea through. To start with, 
it is fundamental that once a person leaves 
his country and settles permanently in an-
other, he is politically transformed and his 
civil rights, as well as legal obligations, are 
rooted in and emanate from the new country 
he had decided to adopt. Thus, he becomes 
a member of a new society, where he works, 

Christ Stratakis is a long-time partner in 
Poles, Tublin, Patestides & Stratakis, LLP, 
of 46 Trinity Place, New York City, a law firm 
specializing in international and admiralty 
law, commercial real estate, financing and 
corporate law. He is the Chairman of the 
Advisory Council of the Center for Byzantine 
and Modern Greek Studies at Queens Col-
lege, New York; Archon Notarios and Legal 
Counselor to the Order of St. Andrew the 
Apostle; and a former Chairman of the Le-
gal Committee of the Archdiocesan Council. 

pays taxes and votes for the people who, by 
their decisions and governance, will directly 
affect the quality and style of his daily 
life. Further, by being away from his mother 
country, he no longer has the intimate 
knowledge, feel or understanding of what 
is taking place and what it is like to live in 
the country which he chose to leave behind. 

How then, can we be "objective" or 
"correct" in voting for candidates espous-
ing theories and ideas for a society in which 
we no longer live and do not know—at least 
as well as those who continue to be the 
body and soul of that society? Is it really 
fair and reasonable for us, Greek Ameri-
cans, or Greek Canadians or Greek Aus- 

Once a person settles 
in another country, 
his civic rights are 
rooted in the country 
he decides to adopt. 

tralians or Greek whatever, to be empow-
ered with the right to affect the outcome of 
a Greek election and, by doing so, also of 
fect not our quality of life, but that of 
people who happen to live some 5,000 
miles away? 

Aside from the moral issues, however, 
we also have the more practical, social and 
political ones. To begin with, under the laws 
of certain countries (Canada and Australia 
come to mind), their citizens may not be al-
lowed to vote in foreign elections. If they 
do, their citizenship status might be jeopar-
dized. Furthermore. If Greece allowed non-
residents to vote, it will be natural for each 
party to open political offices here, adver-
tise in the Greek American press, radio and 
television, send its candidates to campaign 
for votes, and organize political 
rallies. Aside from the unseemly spectacle 
of Greek political activity taking place in a 
foreign country, it will also most likely cause 
polarization among Greeks living abroad. 

Instead of all of us being motivated by a 
united desire to promote and advance the 
best interests of our country of origin (con-
sistent, of course, with the interests of our 
adopted country), we will, instead, be di-
vided among followers and supporters of 
candidate A or candidate B, belonging to 
party X or party Y, who, once elected, would 
pursue policies and programs having noth-
ing to do with our own economic or social 
concerns. Above all, however our involve-
ment into the Greek political process will 
have the profound effect of compromising, 
if not altogether forsaking a multi-faceted 
credibility we now enjoy. Thus, by not iden-
tifying ourselves with any particular party 
now, our views, policies and activities re-
garding Greek national and even Greek do-
mestic issues, are looked upon by native 
Greeks as politically neutral, spanning the 
entire spectrum of Greek politics. They are 
assumed to be motivated by politically de-
tached feelings and opinions. However, 
once we are identified with this or that po-
litical party, we will no longer be regarded 
as neutral since people would suspect that 
our views or actions are designed to advance 
our Greek political agenda. Accordingly, 
our credibility will suffer and, along with it, 
our effectiveness as proponents of policies 
that constitute the best interests of Greece. 

Our credibility with our American 
friends will also be diminished. As of now, 
we are regarded as Americans of Greek ori-
gin, either Republican or Democrat, who 
love and care for this country and its insti-
tutions, as well, of course, as the well-be-
ing and security of Greece. Greek politics 
is not a consideration. Once they find out 
that we are members of party X or party Y 
in Greece, that party's policies, whether pro 
or anti American, will also be reflected 
upon us. Again, our status as Americans 
of Greek origin, who do not follow the dic-
tates of foreign politicians, will no longer 
be credible. More importantly, how is this 
going to impact on the effectiveness and 
standing of the American Hellenic Institute 
Political Action Committee (AHIPAC) in 
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GREECE IN THE ANTI-TERRORIST 
INTERNATIONAL COALITION 

• Greece Provided use of its airspace 
for U.S. aircraft and airbase for refuel-
ing of U.S. aircraft. Extended naval 
facilities at the Soude Bay Naval Base 
on Crete. 
• Is cooperating in intelligence sharing 
and with investigation of suspect bank 
accounts which may be linked to 
terrorist activities worldwide. 
• Greek aircrews serve in NATO 
AWACS planes transferred to the U.S. 
• Will participate with a 134-man 
contingent, two C-130 planes with 45 
air force personnel and 84 vehicles and 
engineering equipment, in the interna-
tional force sent to Afghanistan. 
• Offered to send a surface vessel to a 
NATO force in the Arabian Sea and 300 
more troops to Kosovo, in addition to 
1,600 already serving there, to relieve 
U.S. troops transferred to Afghanistan. 
• Pledged 5 million euros ($4.5 m) at 
the Tokyo Donors Conference for the 
reconstruction of Afghanistan, in 2002-
2004. 

Washington? Or, for that matter, other 
Greek American leaders who seek to influ-
ence the legislative and executive decision-
making process as it pertains to Greece and 
its vital interests? Would these people in 
Washington enjoy the same regard and sym-
pathetic ear from the pro-Hellenic Senators 
and Congressmen if their constituency in 
the United States (i.e., the Greek Ameri-
can community) is known to be divided 
among voters of Greek political 
parties? Certainly not, because our com-
munity here will be painted as simply a 
voting arm of a foreign country. All in all, 
allowing non-resident Greeks to vote in 
Greece is a bad idea. None of us should 
support it. It is not good for Greece and 
it is not good for us. It is far more desir-
able, when we visit Greece, to be looked 
upon as apolitical, as fellow Greeks liv-
ing abroad, who carry no political bag-
gage, who care about the country and its 
people from a purely idealistic 
perspective. Let's hope this idea is dis-
carded once and for all. 

• Gave $500,000 to the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees and a 
further $500,000 to NGOs for refugee 
relief efforts in and around Afghanistan. 
• Sent two C-130 planes to Pakistan 
carrying relief supplies for Afghan 
refugees. 
• Offered $500,000 for the reconstruc-
tion of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church in New York. 
• Various Greek organizations have 
offered assistance to the families of the 
victims of the September 11 terrorist 
attacks, such as The Onassis Founda-
tion, the Niarchos Foundation, the 
Greek Ship owners Union, etc. 
• Funds were also raised in telethons in 
Greece. 
• Greek Parliament donated 300,000 
euros ($270,000) to the families of 
Greek-American victims of Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. 

AGAINST DOMESTIC  
TERRORISM 

• Greece signed an agreement with the 
U.S. in September 2000 on combat in 
zorganized crime and terrorism. 
• Trains its anti - terrorism officers in 
the U.S. 
• FBI has been operating an office in 
Athens for the past ten years. 
• Cooperates with British and other 
European law enforcement agencies. 
• Legislation passed in summer 2001 
provides for: non-jury, all judge trials 
for terrorists, DNA testing, broader 
police powers of surveillance and a 
witness protection program. 
• More than $4 million has been 
offered for information leading to the 
arrest of terrorists. 
• Confidential hotlines have been set 
up and a public information campaign 
has been launched. Public opinion fully 
supportive of measures to eradicate 
terrorism. 

SECURITY OF 2004 OLYMPICS  
• A $600 million security plan has been 
designed for the 2004 Olympics in 

Athens and is constantly upgraded in 
cooperation with the International 
Olympic Committee. 
• A seven-country advisory group has 
been set up with security experts from 
the U.S., Israel, Britain, Spain, Austra-
lia, France and Germany advising the 
Greek Authorities. 
• Greek police officers observed the 

security measures at the Sydney 
Olympics and were in Salt Lake City 
studying the security plan for the 2002 
Winter Olympics. 

(Source: The Greek Embassy 
in Wahington, DC) 
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Archons if the Emend Patriarchate  
DEFENDERS OF THE FAITH-A LEGACY OF HONOR 

By CHRIS PHILIP, D.D.S. 

National Commander of the Order of St. Andrew Dr. Chris Philip, right, presenting the late 
Patriarch Dimitrios a replica of the Liberty Bell, during the Patriarch's visit to the U.S., in July 
1990. At the left is the late Commander Emeritus Dr. Anthony Borden, Rev. M. Efthimiou 
Executive Director of the Archons and Senator Paul Sarbanes, in the background. 

This article is written as an expression 
of lasting remembrance to all those 
Archons, past and present, who so enno-
bled the spirit and the character of the 
Order of St. Andrew, The Apostle. 

The Archon of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople occupies a 
most honored place in our Holy Orthodox 
Church. Although the term Archon had its 
origin in ancient Greece, (Chief 
Magistrates of ancient Athens and the 
officers of Alexander The Great's elite 
staff were referred to as Archons), it was-
n't until the Byzantine period that this 
word acquired a religious significance. 
Broadly defined, it means "leader". 
Outstanding citizens of the Byzantine 
Empire, from both Clergy and laity, were 
sparingly selected by the Patriarch and 
Emperor and invested with Offikia (titles) 
- the ceremony of investiture has been 
described as both rich in pageantry and 
protocol.. 

Each title denoted specific administra-
tive responsibilities which empowered 
the Archon with an authority that was 
interchangeable between church, state 
and the military, as demonstrated by some 
of the following Offikia: Megas 
Logothetis, a title reserved for Prime 
Ministers in the Byzantine government, 
Megas Referendarios - Grand Liaison 
Officer between the Patriarch and the 
Emperor, Kastrinsios, (Patriarchal 

Dr. Chris Philip, Archon Megas 
Aktouarios, former National Commander 
and presently Commander-Emeritus, suc-
ceeded the late Commander Emeritus, 
Archon Megas Aktouarios, Dr. Anthony 
G. Borden who in turn succeeded the late 
founding National Commander, Archon 
Megas Skevophylax, Pierre Demets. The 
present National Commander is Archon 
Aktouarios, Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis. 

Chaplain) was charged with military 
duties such as Captain of the Guard, and 
Aktouarios, overseer of the army and 
later, physician to the imperial court. 
Most titles, however, were strictly church 
related such as Megas Skevophylax -
Grand Sacristan - keeper of the holy ves-
sels and ecclesiastical robes, Megas 
Hartophylax - representative of the 
Bishop, who prepared episcopal docu-
ments and had the authority to sign these 
documents in the absence of the Bishop, 
Exarchos-representative of the rights of 
the Patriarchate in the monasteries and 
other Patriarchal institutions, Depoutatos 
- Patriarchal Summoner and Notarios -
Patriarchal Notary, Didaskalos Tou 
Genous - teacher of the people. These are 
but a few of the titles recorded in the 
Patriarchal Archives. Titles preceded with 
the word Megas (Grand) indicate a posi-
tion of higher responsibilities. 

In administrating the affairs of church 
and state, the Archons operated within a 
highly complex bureaucracy, unyielding 
at times, but quite efficient. It enabled  

both the Church and the Empire to flour-
ish and expand their spheres of influence 
to many distant lands, profoundly affect-
ing the spiritual, socioeconomic and polit-
ical make-up of those countries. The 
supremacy of this sophisticated civiliza-
tion existed for over a thousand years, 
from the 4th century, A.D. to the 15th cen-
tury. It proved to be the catalyst that intro-
duced the Age of Renaissance to 
Medieval Europe. 

With the passage of time, the 
Patriarchal Offikion became symbolic, 
but, nevertheless, honorific, representing 
a legacy of honor that is shared by very 
few of our laity; only those of our 
Christian Orthodox Faith who have con-
tinuously shown exemplary devotion to 
the church are screened and selected to 
receive this high honor. Today, there are 
over seven hundred Archons in America. 
Forty years ago, this number was much 
less and not many of our faithful were 
aware of their existence and what role 
they played in the church; nor were they 
familiar with the history of the 

Greek-American Review /March 2002 9 



President George Bush welcomes the Ecumenical Patriarch 
to the White House 

Ecumenical Patriarchate. This situation 
may have prompted the late great 
Patriarch Athenagoras, through the 
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
the Americas, Archbishop Iakovos, to 
issue a decree in the 1960's that the 
Archons in the Western hemisphere 
should unite and become a more active 
and effective arm of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. As a response to this decree, 
on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, in 1966, His 
Eminence, Archbishop lakovos conferred 
Patriarchal Offikia upon thirty candidate-
elects at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity in New York City. All 
Archons were automatically inducted into 
the newly formed Knights of St. Andrew 
which, subsequently, was renamed the 
Order of St. Andrew, the Apostle, in order 
to reflect its ecclesiastical identity. 

With an acknowledged charter, a 
revised constitution and by-laws, Archon 
insignia, a national ruling body (The 
National Council) and an infrastructure 
consisting of regional and state com-
manders, the Order Of St. Andrew, the 
Apostle, embarked upon a mission to 
enlighten our laity and other denomina-
tions of the ecclisiastical importance of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and to stress 
the necessity of providing financial assis-
tance and moral support to the Holy and 
Great Church of Christ - The Mother of 
all Orthodox Churches. 

In a course of almost a quarter of a 
century, this august body evolved from a 
ceremonial entity into a vibrant, multi-
tiered organization actively embracing 
several roles; educational, philanthropic 
and, at times, political; a transformation 
that required a clarity of purpose and a 
single minded determination on the part 
of every member of the National Council 
with the support of the Archons at large. 
The enthusiasm to succeed was rivaled 
only by the comraderie that prevailed and 
the unanimity that existed and nurtured by 
the inspiring visionary acumen and pater-
nal guidance of His Eminence, 
Archbishop lakovos during his thirty-
seven years of ministry as Primate of the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Americas'. 

The continuous public relations and 
education endeavors of the Order of St. 
Andrew via publications, lectures, sym-
posia, pilgrimages to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and Balukli hospital and the  

televised video docu-
mentaries that were pro-
duced have projected our 
Christian Orthodox Faith 
in a most positive man-
ner, enlightening both 
our faithful and other 
denominations as well. 
Religious leaders and 
government officials of 
our country not only 
became aware but also 
recognized the ecclesias-
tical significance of our 
Mother Church in World 
Christianity. No longer 
are 	the 	words 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and Archon obscure his-
torical notations. 

Although the Order 
was never intended to be 
a fund raising organiza-
tion, it, nevertheless, has 
managed within the past 
fifteen years to allocate 
over a million dollars to 
the church and its philan-
thropies and learning 
institutions. Archons are actively engaged 
in every aspect of church life' not only 
providing their talents and services but 
also monetary resources (if totalled can 
amount into millions). Their prominence 
in the church and in civic and other phil-
anthropic causes has been influential in 
promoting our Christian Orthodox Faith 
and in enhancing the image of our ethnic-
ity and our Hellenic traditions. 

Through our political influence in 
Washington, D.C., our voice is being 
heard regarding policies set forth by the 
Turkish government, the activities of 
Turkish extremists, the safeguarding of 
the lives and property of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and transgressions against 
other Christian minorities. In some of our 
major Greek secular organizations 
AHEPA, UHAC, AHI, and the World 
Council of Hellenes Abroad, there are 
many Archons who serve in leadership 
capacities. 

Their participation, coordinated with 
several select members of Congress and a 
former President of the United States, 
Jimmy Carter, the Order of St. Andrew 
was able to assist its Eminence, 

Archbishop lakovos and the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas 
with the generosity of the late benevolent 
great benefactor, Archon Megas 
Logothetis, Panagiotis Angelopoulos of 
Greece to complete the rebuilding of the 
Patriarchate facilities in the Phanar in 
1989 which were destroyed by fire in 
1941. 

For years, we have been also trying to 
convince the Turkish government the 
practical importance of re-opening the 
School of Halki - a premiere institution of 
advanced theological studies that 
schooled many of our leading hierarchs 
and theological teachers and to establish 
St. Sophia as a historic Christian shrine. 
We are still hopeful that this would, one 
day, become a reality . 

In retrospect, The Order of St. Andrew 
has implemented many of its initiatives 
that have raised the public consciousness 
concerning the needs of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate; at the same time dramatical-
ly demonstrating the role of the Archon in 
the church and the level of achievement 
of The Order of St. Andrew. 

Some of these initiatives resulted in 
the following noteworthy projects: 

Greek-American Review /March 2002 10 



At the Archon Banquet of 1996, the Order of Ahepa was the recipient of the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award; receiving this award for AHEPA was the Supreme President, Dr. 
Spiro Makris, right. From left, Mr Andrew Athens, the President of the daughtres of 
Penelope, Senator Paul Sarbanes, Mr. Tasso Manessis, Vice Commander of the Archons, 
Archbishop lakovos, and Dr. Chris Philip, National Commander 

"Prophet of Reconciliation"  
In the 1970's, the Archons financially 

assisted in the production of a film enti-
tled "Prophet of Reconciliation", which 
depicted the life of our late great 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and 
his historic meeting with Pope Pius VI in 
1964. Because of this meeting the mutual 
anathimatizations of 1054 were annulled 
in 1965. 

Athenagoras Human Rights Award  
Each year, since 1986, at the annual 

gala Archon banquet held in Yew York 
City, the Athenagoras Human Rights 
Award is presented to an individual or 
organization that has been recognized for 
distinguished service in furthering the 
sanctity of the human spirit and promot-
ing religious freedom.The first recipient 
of this coveted award was presented to 
His Eminence, Archbishop lakovos at the 
Waldorf-Astoria in 1986. In the ensuing 
years, there have been many notable fig-
ures and organizations that have also been 
honored. 

1987 - President Jimmy Carter 
1988 - Mother Teresa 
1989 - Dr. Anthony G. Borden 
1990 - Dr. John Brademas 
1991 - Andrew A. Athens 
1992 - The Ladies Philoptochos Society 
1993 - George Douris 
1994 - Senator Paul S. Sarbanes 
1995 - Hon. Edward J. Derwinski 
1996 - Order of Ahepa 
1997 - The Reverend Clergy 
1998 - Nana Mouskouri 
1999 - Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
2000 - Elie Wiesel 
2001 - Archbishop Anastasios of 

Tirana, Durres and all of Albania 

The former President George Bush and 
his wife Barbara Bush were recently hon-
ored as the 2002 recipients of the Athena-
goras Human Rights Award. 

"In Wisdom Let Us Attend"  
This televised video documentary was 

produced by the Order of St. Andrew, the 
Apostle and was first shown at the 
Clergy-Laity Congress in 1986. It was 
filmed on location at the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and the Fifth International St. 
Nicholas Symposium which included  

internationally renowned theologians and 
scholars such as our own Historian-
Emeritus Archon Didaskalos Tou Genous 
Professor Deno J. Geanakoplos. In Rome, 
it filmed the historic meeting between the 
late 	Patriarch Demetrios and Pope 
John Paul II. 

Holy Visitation Of 1990  
It was the first time in the history of 

our church that an Ecumenical Patriarch 
from Constantinople visited the Holy 
Eparchy of the Americas. The pastoralvis-
it of His Holiness, the late Patriarch 
Demetrios was highlighted by meetings 
with the President of the United States, 
President George Bush, high ranking gov-
ernment officials and many national lead-
ers of many denominations. The Archons 
across the nation played a major role dur-
ing this historic visitation. 

New York Philharmonic Benefit 
Concert  

This elegant cultural event was held at 
Lincoln Center in New York City in 1992. 
This highly visible concert was sponsored 
by the Order of St. Andrew, The Apostle, 
in order to focus the attention of the 
American public on the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and to generate funds for the 
school children of Constantinople in lov-
ing memory of the late Patriarch 

Demetrios. 

Concert Of Peace  
On Saturday evening, October 25, 1997 

at the magnificent Cathedral of St. John 
The Divine in New York City, a concert 
featuring the acclaimed international vocal-
ist Nana Mouskouri was sponsored by the 
Order of St. Andrew to honor the Holy 
Visitation of His All Holiness, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and dedicated to 
World Peace. This entire event was video 
taped and aired nationally on Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS). 

Now that the Order of St. Andrew con-
tinues its never ending journey into the 
third millennium, it looks confidently to the 
future. Seneca, the stoic philosopher of 
ancient Rome once said: "No wind is favor-
able, unless we know in what direction we 
are heading". Fortunately, our course has 
been pre-determined by our sacred commit-
ment as Defenders of the Faith. Challenges 
will be encountered and changes will be 
inevitable. Success in a time of change, 
however, comes from being flexible, a will-
ingness to learn, maintain an open mind 
and the ability to create a guiding vision. 
But to ensure continuity, any change con-
templated must be change that honors the 
past. In this way, we, as Archons will be 
able to pass on to the next generation of 
Archons, our inherited legacy of Honor. 
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The National Hellenic Museum 
and Michael F. Parlamis 

PROJECT OF A VISIONARY GREEK—AMERICAN 

By ONA SPIRIDELLIS 
(Photos by the writer) 

People from all over the world visit 
museums to restore their hearts and spir-
its. Visitors may stand before a museum 
to be photographed and smile easily 
because of the museum's significance and 
historical background. They may even 
cry for all the wrongful unexplained 
things that happens to the soul when con-
fronted with history. The former Church 
of the Divine Wisdom known as the 
Hagia Sophia Museum presently located 
in Istanbul, Turkey may soon see its basic 
features cloned for some of those reasons 
in a new U.S. museum to be located in 
Washington, D.C., capitol of the United 
States of America. Other reasons may be 
to exemplify our knowledge, experiences, 
our discretions, tolerances and expecta-
tions...our Hellenic wisdom. 

This Hellenic wisdom is a Greek-
American way of looking at the world. 
Michael F. Parlamis recognizes the 
importance of Hellenic wisdom's oppor-
tunity to offer a vision of human nature 
and a place where Hellenism and Greek 

Orthodoxy are unique and central to all 
continuing Western thought. Michael F. 
Parlamis' dream is to build a National 
Hellenic Museum in the heart of 
Washington, D.C., a museum whose 
architecture will allow modern innovation 

to its basic Byzantine architectural fea-
tures, i.e., new yet old! What better place 
to display this great Hellenic heritage than 
in a structure that will remind you of one 
of the greatest churches ever built... Hagia 
Sophia. 

Michael F Parlamis with Patriarch Barholomew at the Patriarch's office at the Phanar. 

First meeting of the National Hellenic Museum at the home of Michael F Parlamis on June 27th, 2001. Left to right: Constantine Vafias, Ernest 
Kollitides, Michael E Parlamis, Emanuel S. Savas, Ona Spiridellis, George C. Kiriakopoulos. 
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Michael F Parlamis with his son Alexander at the entrance of the Vatican office after visiting 
Walter Cardinal Casper, President of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Unity among 
Christians. 

From left: Achilles and Nadya Perry, Rev. Fr. Nicholas Soteropoulos, Marge and Michael 
Parlamis at a Testiamonial Dinner honoring him by the St. Demetrios, Jamaica, NY community 
at the Terrace on the Park November 2001. 

Parlamis was employed by the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey 
until 1964 and was Assistant to the Chief 
Engineer at the George A. Fuller 
Company until 1969. This company is 
the nation's oldest builders of skyscrapers 
and the builders of New York City's first 
skyscraper, The Flatiron Building, as well 
as the UN Secretariat, Time and Life 
Building, Lever House, Seagram, and 
CBS Buildings. Parlamis spent over four 
years working on the General Motors 
Building. 

He is also an owner or partner of eight 
corporations. 	He divides his time 
between a professional engineering prac-
tice and building restaurants, the business 
begun by his father over sixty years ago. 
In Manhattan he is developing apartment 
buildings with several of his high school 
friends from Brooklyn Technical High 
School, more commonly known as 
Brooklyn Tech. Parlamis is a 1962 grad-
uate of MIT and is presently a member of 
the MIT Educational Council. He has as 
well recently been appointed to the Civil 
Engineering Department Structural 
Committee at MIT which is currently 
conducting an ongoing investigation of 
the World Trade Center disaster. On 
February 21st, 2002 Parlamis was the key 
speaker for the American Institute of 
Architects, New Jersey Division, at the 
Englewood, N.J. Radisson Hotel with the 
subject being the "History of the N.Y. 
and N.J. Port Authority, the Main Design 

Chairman of the Gymnasium Committee 
at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Theologian, Tenafly, New Jersey for over 
25 years. With regard to the St. John 
parish, Parlamis is presently completing 
his work on The Peace Memorial 
Gymnasium, a Gymnasium project dedi-
cated to World Peace. This Gymnasium 
effort was in response to the 1988 death of 
his 20 year old niece, Alexia Tsairis, a vic-
tim of terrorism as a passenger aboard the 
ill-fated Pam Am Flight 103, tragically 
blown up above Lockerbie, Scotland. 
The Gymnasium features over 100 state-
ments on World Peace engraved on its 
walls by prominent religious and secular 
leaders, including many Nobel Peace 
Laureates. Included are Patriarch 
Bartholomew I, Pope John Paul II, past 
U.S. Presidents Bush, Reagan, Kennedy 
and Roosevelt among many others. The 
dedication of this facility is expected to 
take place in late 2002. 

Michael F. Parlamis has not forgotten 
the church community where he grew up-
the St. Demetrios community of Jamaica, 
New York where just recently he became 
a Great Benefactor of "The Frank 
Parlamis Senior Citizens' Center of 
Jamaica, New York", a facility named 
after his late father, a past president and 
benefactor of that community. Michael F. 
Parlamis donated the seed money for the 
St. Demetrios community to purchase a 

Features of the World Trade Center", and 
possible causes of the quick collapse of 
the Towers. Additionally, Parlamis was a 
first-prize winner of the Gold Key Award 
for Zoe Restaurant, 90 Prince Street, 
Manhattan, as the best engineered and 
constructed restaurant in the USA at the 
International Restaurant Show at Javits 
Center, New York City in 1992. 

In his Greek Orthodox community life, 
Michael F. Parlamis has served as a Parish 
Council member, Chairman of the 
Building Expansion Committee, and as 
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C. Steven Georgilakis, Washington, DC area Chairman of Leadership 100, Adam Cardinal 
Maida, Archbishop of Detroit and Chairman of the Board of Paul John Paul 11 Cultural 
Center in the nation's capital, and Mr. Parlamis 

building for its senior citizens, the only 
Greek Orthodox church in the United 
States of America to own its own senior 
citizens center. Presently, Parlamis con-
tinues to donate periodically to the center 
with the objective of lowering the mort-
gage indebtedness so that the senior citi-
zens will not be overburdened with 
expenditures that cut into the ability of the 
center to provide needed services to its 
members. The dedication of the naming 
of this facility is also expected in late 
2002. 

With such projects already under his 
belt, Michael F. Parlamis already an 
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and a member of Leadership 100 is well 
prepared for his most dynamic lifetime 
project-the establishment of the National 
Hellenic Museum. 

In order to help his decision as to 
whether to announce the undertaking of 
the Museum effort, Parlamis planned a 
visit to His All Holiness Patriarch 
Bartholomew in October of 2001. He 
took his son Alexander and traveled to 
Istanbul just weeks after the events of 
September 11th. The Patriarch listened 
carefully as he discussed how the 
National Hellenic Museum would func-
tion as a non-profit foundation and would 
be known as The New Hagia Sophia and 
Hagia Eirene Museum. The Museum 
would have most of the features of a 
Greek Orthodox Church, and would be 
inspired by, but not be a duplicate of the 
famous Hagia Sophia and Hagia Eirene 
churches presently located in Istanbul, 
Turkey. Since the 6th century, Hagia 
Sophia, also known as the Church of 
Divine Wisdom, has been an example of 
the best of Byzantine architecture, imitat-
ed but never equaled. 

Parlamis' dialogue with His All 
Holiness reviewed the reign of Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian I (527-556 A.D.), a 
reign during which the famous Nika riots 
broke out in Constantinople, riots which 
resulted in the Emperor's deciding to 
restore and rebuild a destroyed Hagia 
Sophia. Imperial prestige demanded 
rapid reconstruction with the new church 
becoming larger and more magnificent 
than the one it replaced, a building to 
astound the eye of the beholder. To this 
task, Justinian I entrusted the job to two 
Greek architect/engineers, Anthemius of 

Tralles and Isodorus of Miletus, both 
from Asia Minor districts. 

To their eternal credit, the two Greek 
designers created what many consider the 
greatest religious dome ever built, a dome 

Michael E Parlamis with Archbishop John 
Joseph Myers of the Archdiocese of Newark 
New Jersey on November 7, 2001 

measuring 107 feet in diameter and built 
of special lightweight mini bricks from 
the island of Rhodes. Previously, the 
Romans had built what was considered 
the greatest dome up until Hagia Sophia, 
the Pantheon, a hemispherical dome sit-
ting atop a structure whose width equals 
its height thus producing almost no later-
al thrusts against its circular outer walls. 
Hagia Sophia, on the other hand, differs 
from the Pantheon in two significant 

ways; firstly, Hagia Sophia's dome does 
not sit on a circular base, but rather on a 
rectangular basilica-shaped base, thus 
requiring a transition system from the cir-
cular to the rectangular. Anthemius of 
Tralles solved this through the use of a 
device known as the pendentive, a con-
cave triangular section with the point at 
the right angle of two walls or arches, ris-
ing to form a quarter circle at the height of 
the arches. The second differing feature 
of Hagia Sophia was the shallowness of 
its dome, resulting in a surface that allows 
a clearer view of dome iconography such 
as the Pantocrator. The result of design-
ing a shallow dome was to create enor-
mous lateral thrusts at the dome perime-
ter, thrusts that had to be countered by lat-
eral buttressing at the dome's windows 
and through the use of semi-dome but-
tresses as well as buttresses added cen-
turies later by the Islamic architect Sinan 
during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent. The Hagia Sophia dome 
after nearly fifteen centuries continues to 
appear to float almost miraculously heav-
enward atop its forty perimeter windows. 
The glittering mosaics, carved capitals, 
and colored marble helped justify 
Justinian's boast when he first entered the 
completed building and stated the follow-
ing "0 Solomon, I have excelled thee!" 

The meeting covered a variety of other 
subjects which ranged from Parlamis' 
request for His All Holiness to visit 
Ground Zero and to support his efforts on 
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The Frank Parlamis Senior Citizens' Center ofJamaica, New York, in which Michael F Parlamis 
was proclaimed Great Benefactor 

behalf of The Peace Memorial 
Gymnasium at John the Theologian 
Cathedral, Tenafly, New Jersey, 

Patriarch Bartholomew acknowledged 
the importance of Parlamis' next stop. 
Father and son had scheduled an appoint-
ment with Walter Cardinal Kasper, 
President of the Pontifical Council for the 
Promotion of Unity among Christians 
several days later at Vatican City, Italy. 

Finally the Patriarch asked Parlamis to 
request His Eminence Archbishop 
Dimitrios make a request for him to visit 
the United States. Upon Parlamis' return 
from Turkey and Italy, he immediately 
met with His Eminence Archbishop 
Dimitrios and reported his discussions 
with the Patriarch and Cardinal Kasper. A 
videotape was subsequently sent to the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and to the 
Phanar which recorded the transactions 
that had taken place at the Phanar and at 
the Vatican. 

True to his plan, on December 22, 
2001 Parlamis went to Washington, D.C. 
to make his announcement of the National 
Hellenic Museum. The date of this 
announcement is considered to be signifi-
cant since it is exactly 548 years to the 
day since the fall of Constantinople. 
Professor Cyril Mango, native of 
Constantinople, world renowned expert 
on Byzantine history and professor over 
the years at the University of London, 
Oxford University, Harvard University, 
and at Dumbarton Oaks, has recently 
revised certain historical dates proclaimed  

by Procopius, historian to the Court of 
Emperor Justinian I. Included among the 
revisions is the official date of the open-
ing of Hagia Sophia e.g. December 22, 
548 A.D. That 548 years after the fall of 
Constantinople falls this year is deemed 
significant. It could be historically mean-
ingful, not merely coincidental, and may 
have religious implications. 

The following is the text of Parlamis' 
speech. 

"Today, December 22, 2001 The New 
Hagia Sophia & Hagia Eirene 250 Trust 
Fund announces that a decision to pro-
ceed has been made regarding its effort to 
promote and build a museum dedicated to 
Greek heritage in Washington, D.C. 

The decision is being taken on a date 
that has huge significance in Greek histo-
ry. It is factually correct based on recent 
academic studies by the acclaimed profes- 

Alexander Parlamis and his father with 
Walter Carinal Kasper at the Vatican 

sor of Byzantine studies at Oxford 
University, Cyril Mango, The Great 
Church of Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, 
Turkey, 	formerly 	known 	as 
Constantinople was officially opened in 
the 6th century on December 22, 548. 
History as well records that it last func-
tioned as a Greek Orthodox Church on 
May 29, 1453. Today, December 22, 
2001 is exactly 548 years after the year 
1453. 

Although land has yet to be acquired, 
the decision to proceed is being made in 
the backdrop of Hagia Sophia Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, Washington, D.C. 
The New Hagia Sophia and Hagia Eirene 
Museum is inspired by two famous for-
mer churches located in present day 
Turkey. During the 4th century in the 
time of St. John Chrysostom the original 
church versions were in fact joined as 
one-as we presently contemplate. This 
has been documented by the ecclesiastic 
scholar Socrates in the 4th century. The 
new museum will feature displays on the 
four stages of Hellenic history. 

Stage 1 - 1000 B.C. to 5 B.C. "Ancient, 
Classical, Hellenic and Hellenistic 
Greece" 

Stage 2 - 4 B.C. to 1453 A.D. 
"Christian, Roman, and Byzantine 
Greece" 

Stage 3 - 1454 A.D. to 1820 A.D. "The 
Ottoman Captivity" 

Stage 4 - 1821 A.D. to present 
"Modern Free Greece" 

During a recent visit to Hagia Sophia 
Museum in Turkey, data suggested that 
approximately 29,000 people per week 
pass through the facility. The entry fee 
charged less projected expenses indicate 
that the Hagia Sophia Museum is present-
ly generating $10 million per year clear 
profit to the Turkish government. The 
new Washington, D.C. museum, we 
believe has the potential to generate 
between $15 - $20 million to the Museum 
as clear profit based on reasonable traffic 
projections. 

In November Parlamis met with 
Archbishop John Joseph Meyers of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark, 
NJ to update him on all the activities 
related to both the National Hellenic 
Museum and The Peace Memorial 
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Gymnasium and to invite him to the ded-
ication of The Peace Memorial 
Gymnasium. 

On December 10, 2001 Parlamis met 
with Adam Cardinal Maida and C. Steven 
Georgilakis in Washington to discuss 
Parlamis' vision of the Hagia Sophia and 
Hagia Eirene Museum. Adam Cardinal 
Maida is Archbishop of Detroit, Chairman 
of the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center. 
Cardinal Maida shared his thoughts on 
how the Cultural Center will offer an envi-
ronment in which to explore one's own 
faith and learn about the role of faith in the 
new millennium. He continued to discuss 
the unique experience the Cultural Center 
engages for both the mind and the nour-
ishment of the soul. A tentative discussion 
followed regarding available property 
sites close to the John Paul II Cultural 
Center so that tour buses could make one 
stop for both museums. Parlamis as well 
invited Cardinal Maida to the dedication 
of The Peace Memorial Gymnasium 

In January 2002 Parlamis met with 
Miles Lerman, Chairman Emeritus of the 
U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington, 
D.C. who arranged for a private museum 
tour. In discussions with Mr. Lerman, 
Parlamis was informed as to how The 
Holocaust Museum acquired its land and 
to the methods employed in raising over 
$200 million to fund its cost to construct. 
Mr. Lerman offered his unqualifying 
support and assistance toward the Greek 
Museum effort and advised Parlamis that 

A Different View of Hagia Sophia Church 

his office shall remain open for future 
consultation. Mr. Lerman as well noted 
the contributions of many persons of 
Greek background who during World 
War II assisted many Jews in escaping 

Michael F Parlamis in front of his alma 
mater, Massachussets Institute of Technology 
on September 11, 2001. 

from the Nazis. It was inspiring to see a 
wall of honor naming these persons 
placed in a prominent place within The 
Holocaust Museum. Parlamis as well 
invited Miles Lerman to the dedication 
of the Peace Memorial Gymnasium. 

The larger question remains as to 
whether today's Greek-Americans have 
the desire and willingness to do what 
Jewish Americans and Roman Catholic 
Americans have already done and that is 
to build museums and cultural centers 
depicting both their history and their 
hopes for the future. Such structures have 
already cost into the hundreds of millions 
of dollars, yet their sponsors continue on 
for even more. Later this year, approxi-
mately October 2002, the Roman 
Catholics will dedicate still another proj-
ect, the $200 million Church of the Angels 
in Los Angeles. Why cannot we the Greek 
Americans, the sons and daughters of the 
Greek immigrants do the same for our her-
itage? If the same ingenuity that Greek 
Americans use in business, academic and 
government enterprises is used, then this 
project will occur sooner than later. 

Harmonious in purpose Parlamis and I 
view the National Hellenic Museum and The 
Peace Memorial Gymnasium as the opportu-
nity to advance Greek Orthodoxy in its most 
Greek-American consciousness. His stead-
fast vision and his meticulous steps towards 
his dreams make him even more genuine in 
his faith as a Greek Orthodox Christian and 
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
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What is the purpose of the 
Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE)? 

All members of the omogenia have the for-
tune and the special privilege to share two 
Great Mother Counties, that occasionally, both 
insist on hurting us (on disappointing us). 
Despite that, we insist to always love and 
honor both, because we have elected to live 
by the 2,000-year legacy from Socrates who 
states in Kriton: « [over and above one's] 
mother and father, and all the forefathers [an-
cestors] more precious is the mother-coun-
try [patris] and more decent and more sa-
cred and in higher standing, both according 
to the gods and to the humans that know how 
to think...» 

Over the years we have proven that irre- 

By PANOS D. SPILIAKOS 
From the "Hellenic Voice" 

spective of whatever grievances we might 
have, there is no action in word or deed, of 
whatever origin, that can discourage us or 
anger us to the point that we shall put aside 
this precious 2000-year legacy. 

In February 2001, the Pan-Macedonian 
Association of USA/Canada received infor-
mation that an agreement between Greece and 
Skopje, regarding the permanent name of the 
small state of FYROM, was imminent, and 
the two sides were about to sign it within a 
week and make it official. Further, this reputed 
agreement was contrary to the positions held 
by the Association. Within 24 hours, follow-
ing the dictates of our conscience, a four-mem- 

ber delegation headed by the Supreme Presi-
dent Nina Peropoulos flew to Greece to meet 
with Grigoris Niotis, the then Undersecretary 
of State responsible for the Hellenes Abroad, 
and to reiterate once again the Association's 
views on the Skopje issue. 

In response to the agonizing appeals of our 
delegation, the Secretary: (a) scolded us for 
the «un-timely» arrival in Thes-saloniki  
... you came here to stir-up the people and 
you did not even try to verify your informa-
tion ahead of time with the responsible gov-
ernment to be sure of its accuracy..», (b) he 
assured us that the Greek government's posi-
tion remained steady and in line with the Pan- 
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Macedonian Associa-tion's position, (c) he 
gave us a small lecture on democracy, i.e., 
that the people elect their government; in turn 
the government acts on the people's behalf 
and reports back to its people and only, on its 
actions... , and finally (d) he stated bluntly, « 
in the last analysis you have nothing to say on 
the matter because you are citizens of another 
country...» 

Responding to the Secretary's comments 
we thanked him: (1) for his good words and 
for «stating clearly the Greek government's 
position», (2) for the enlightening lecture on 
democracy and (3) we reminded him that we 
consider ourselves an inseparable part of the 
Hellenic Nation and as such, by definition, 
Hellenic legacies, history and traditions are 
part of our being. We have not delegated or 
relinquished to anyone our right to speak out 
about them; consequently regarding these 
matters, we DO have something to say. Fur-
ther, it is in the Nation's interest for Greece 
and her government to listen— in the very least 
- to our point of view and inform us, where 
possible, about hers. 

In December 2001, addressing the SAE 
Convention that was held in the 
Synvasilevousa, Bride-of-Thermaikos and 
Capital of Macedonia Thessaloniki, the Presi-
dent of the Hellenic Republic Mr. 
Constantinos Stephanopoulos made a clear 
distinction between the Greek State and the 
Hellenic Nation, echoing the position held by 
the Pan-Macedonian Association. We feel 
compelled to thank publically the President 
for his statement. We sincerely hope and pray 
that everyone was listening. 

Regrettably during the same Convention, 
the following incident occurred. When the 
General Assembly of the World SAE was 
about to consider and vote on the declaration 
that had been previously voted on and was 
adopted by the USA Regional General As-
sembly regarding FYROM (Skopje), Yiannis 
Magriotis, Undersecretary of State respon-
sible for the Hellenes Abroad, intervened per-
sonally, publicly, repeatedly and ... «demo-
cratically» and insisted that two paragraphs 
(apparently not to his liking) be eliminated 
from the declaration before it was submitted 
to the World SAE delegates for their consid-
eration. There was an instant uproar, a dy-
namic reaction by the President of the Pan-
Macedonian Association Nina Peropoulos 
and eventually law, order and true democratic 
procedures prevailed. All along member of 
Parliament, Panayiotis Skandalakis, General 

Sectetary of the Parliamentary Bipartisan 
Committee of Hellenes Abroad was sitting on 
the World SAE General Assembly Secretariat 
and thus became an eye witness of this unfor-
tunate incident. 

Upon our return to the US we read in New 
York's National Herald (12.25.01) statements 
by Mr. Magriotis in which he denied the above 
incident, he «urged» Mrs. Peropoulos to «tell 
the truth»(!) and sarcastically and arrogantly 
concluded « ... what [do they mean], don't 
we worry about this issue [Skopje/FYROM] 
... we are ready to sell out Greece and we are 
going to be saved by the lady [Mrs. Nina 
Peropoulos] from America?» 

We leave it to the reader to judge these 
statements. We think they speak for them-
selves and need no further comment. The well 
known, undeniably impeccable character of 
Mrs. Peropoulos, her dynamic and steadfast 
demeanor, and the well acknowledged long 
standing struggles of the Pan-Macedonian 
Association cannot be tarnished by such des-
picable slanders. 

The above examples, however, that por-
tray the attitude of two consecutive 
Undersecretaries of State of the Simitis Gov-
ernment, responsible for the Hellenes Abroad, 
several additional and similar incidents, and 
the six-year experiences with SAE, are clear 
indications of the disposition of the govern-
ment towards the omogenia in general and 
SAE in particular and bring into focus the big 
question: What is the purpose of SAE? 

We believe that SAE was created to serve  

the Nation and not the State. We are sure that 
most of the Hellenes Abroad including the 
two incredible SAE servants, Andrew Ath-
ens and Christos Tomaras, who for six years 
running have selflessly worked around the 
clock contributing their time, talents and their 
personal treasures, would agree with us. 

If the Greek Government insists on hold-
ing the omogenia in contempt and contin-
ues to aspire to transform SAE into its pup-
pet, there is a grave danger that the increas-
ingly vocal criticism will grow into a com-
plete abstinence of the omogenia from SAE 
and that, in turn, would result in a grave 
National calamity. It is thus imperative (a) 
for the Greek government to change its 
attittude towards SAE and (b) for an im-
mediate joint Greek government/omogenia 
re-examination of SAE's mission and in-
frastructure. 

In the mean time, the omogenia the world 
over, shall continue incurably and steadily, as 
we have done always, to act according to the 
dictates of our conscience, caring tenderly 
about both our Mother Countries. We shall 
think nostalgically of the first one, and we shall 
participate dynamically and creatively — as 
good and worthy citizens — individually and/ 
or collectively for the prosperity of our re-
spective blessed second. Along the way, we 
shall forever stay vigilant to maintain, share 
and propagate the lifegiving and benevolent 
to manldnd Hellenic Greek-Orthodox national 
heritage. 
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Among the many contributions Greeks 
have made to the architecture and art of North 
America the Lovejoy Ramp Murals of Port-
land, Oregon are among the most unique. 
Between 1948 and 1952, Tom Stefopoulos  

(1892-1971), while working as a crossing 
watchman for the Seattle, Portland and Spo-
kane Railway Company, started a series of 
paintings on the columns of the Lovejoy Ramp 
that ran near his watchman's booth. The 
Lovejoy Ramp was constructed in 1927 to 
span the rail yards between Portland's NW 
14th Avenue and the Broadway Bridge. No 
one knows how many paintings Stefopoulos 
completed. The paintings, which sometimes 
measure ten feet in height are, a rich mix of 
Greek mythology, Biblical imagery, and 
Americana. From the moment they were com-
pleted these colossal paintings became a vi-
brant part of Portland's urban legends. But 
even legends can die. 

In October 1999, the Lovejoy Ramp was 

demolished. New development is sweeping 
through the old rail yard district. But not be-
fore some incredible civic action on behalf of 
the Murals was initiated. Local artists, the 
Regional Arts and Culture Council, RIGGA 
(a local collective of architects and artists), 
the Pearl District Neighborhood Association, 
Portland's Greek community, as well as a host 
of citizens of all sorts began a vigorous cam-
paign to save the Lovejoy Murals. Sustained 
efforts eventually won over powerful allies 
such as Mayor Vera Katz and developer 
Homer Williams, president of Hoyt Street 
Properties. 

The Portland Department of Transporta- 

The Greek Columns 
of Portland, Oregon 

By STEVE FRANGOS 
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tion carefully cut the columns with the remain-
ing Stefopoulos paintings free from the rest 
of the structure. Ten of the columns were 
spared. Standing 30 feet tall each of these 
columns weighs 27 tons. The columns are 
being protected from the elements. They are 
stored not far from their original site on land 
owned by Hoyt Street Properties, the major 
developer in the neighborhood. The Plan is 
for the columns to eventually stand in new 
parks that are now on the drawing boards for 
the City's newly revived River District. 

But this is not a finished story. Over a mil- 

lion and half dollars is 
needed to complete 
this proposed place-
ment of the columns 
in the new parks. 
While the Portland 
Transportation De- 
pai 	tment shouldered 
the costs of removing 
the columns more is 
needed. An ad hoc 
committee has formed 
out of the Regional 
Arts and Culture 
Council, called aptly 
enough, The Friends 

of the Columns. They are raising money to 
complete the overall project. There is even a 
website on behalf of this preservation project 
(www.lovejoymurals.com). Does all this 
sound incredible? 

How did this one man's paintings so cap-
ture the imaginations of all these people? 
Before we can fully understand the efforts of 
so many people we must learn something 
more about this clearly singular artist. For it 
has long been known in Portland that this one-
man's artistic talents forever changed a com-
mon American exit ramp into a darkly mys- 

terious Greek temple that continues to draw 
new adherents to its beauty with each passing 
day. Greek-America at large must come to 
learn this story. 

In 1910, Athanasios Efthimiou 
Stefopoulos, at the age of 18, emigrated from 
the village of Lamia to the United States. The 
son of a village attorney, Tom asserted, in a 
1948 Oregon Journal newspaper article, that 
he had studied seven years in the Greek Na-
tional Art Institute in Athens. Stefopoulos had 
a brother and two sisters, all of whom were 
artists in Greece. 

Stefopoulos first settled in Milwaukee 
were he worked for 75 cents an hour in a fac-
tory. Unfulfilled with this work Stefopoulos 
soon began to practice the fancy penmanship 
and flourishes of the then extremely popular 
art nouveau style. Eventually he began paint-
ing business signs and other forms of com-
mercial advertising artwork. He next moved 
to Duluth where he first worked on the rail-
road. Then in 1920 Stefopoulos set himself 
up in a commercial art studio in Seattle. 

And by all accounts Stefopoulos was an 
unqualified success. The elaborate decora-
tions in gold script on vault and bank safes 
were one of Tom Stefopoulos's specialties. 
The young Greek also regularly painted post- 
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ers, conceived design work for letterheads, 
invitations, and greeting cards while also pro-
ducing his own lithographs. By the 1930s, 
however, artistic styles had changed. Busi-
nesses no longer wanted the flowing letter-
heads, trademarks, and lettering styles of art 
nouveau. Stefopoulos was a master of a pen-
manship style, sometimes called Spenserian 
script that simply was no longer wanted by 
the public at large. 

During World War II Tom moved to 
Vancouver where he worked in the shipyards. 
After the war Tom moved south and sought 
work with the SP&S railroad as a crossing 
watchman under the Lovejoy ramp of the 
Broadway Bridge. Whatever else may be said 
certainly it is Tom's life as a watchman has 
brought him the most public attention. 

Aside from his duties for the railroad Tom 
raised huge gardens of cornstalks and mari-
golds near his watchman's shack. He also 
drew 7-foot and 10-foot white chalk murals 
on drab concrete columns. Tom was 56 years 
old when he began to paint these murals. So 
it was more than just a passing fancy for him 
to physically paint these columns. As the trains 
stopped in the process of changing tracks and 
allowing other trains to pass Tom climbed on 
them, extending himself to paint. It couldn't 
have been easy at the best of times. As far as 
surviving murals and memory can serve 
Stefopoulos's drew only on the Lovejoy Ramp 
columns at NW 1 1 th and 12th Avenues. 
Stefopoulos later retraced the chalk with white 
paint adding an occasional touch of red or 
blue as a means to accent. 

As anyone Greek in North America knows 
we are a people who live in several centuries 
at the same time. This is easily seen in 
Stefopoulos's murals. Greek mythology, Bib-
lical themes, and American political figures 
surge across the gray concrete. One painting 
shows the battle of a wolf, lion and a deer 

with the lion triumphant over all. In others, 
now lost, were portraits of George Washing-
ton, Abraham Lincoln, and General Douglas 
McArthur. Taking his cue from Greek my-
thology Stefopoulos has a painting of the man 
who turned against the gods and then fled to 
a forest to escape their collective wrath. Not 
so easily fooled the Gods found the man and 
turned him into a tree. And so Stefopoulos's 
painting shows a man-tree with a great nose 
protruding from the truck. A branch is shown 
growing prominently out of the man-tree's 
eye! 

But Tom Stefopoulos wanted the viewer 
to know what he was painting and why. This 
is clear from the extensive mixing of words 
with pictures. A bird appears on another with 
fierce dragon-like wings. Then, again, a huge 
owl with the inscription just below it, "No man 
is free who is not master of himself " On one 
column we see the drawing with the life size 
rendering and handsome script legend of 
"Diogenes, the Greek Cynic Philosopher 
Walking the Streets of Athens with a Lantern 
Looking for an Honest Man." The Diogenes 
painting is the largest measuring between 12 
and 14 feet in height. Throughout 
Stefonoulos's columns one sees stylized flow- 

ers, birds, elaborate scrollwork, and fern-like 
trees. 

Stefopoulos's strong sense of American-
ism can be seen in the drawing he made and 
sent to President Roosevelt. The drawing 
shows Diogenes handing his lantern to Uncle 
Sam. In turn Uncle Sam passes the lantern 
onto President Roosevelt. The strong sense 
Greek immigrants felt about Europe and 
America receiving to fota or the light of learn-
ing from classical Greece is clear. But the 
sense of pride that America is symbolically 
carrying this torch of freedom is equally as 
evident. 

Tom retired in 1966 and he lived out of 
choice and not necessity in a series of spare 
or rented rooms in Portland. He always picked 
up his mail at the Tacoma Cafe. Stefopoulos 
was well remembered by the local Greek com-
munity. Many of the prints seen on the 
Lovejoy Ramp website are from the collec-
tions of Portland's Greek-American commu-
nity. Catina Marcoules, owner of the Tacoma 
Cafe recalled that Stefopoulos "could execute 
a precise drawing-a magnificent eagle, for 
instance, or a portrait of general Douglas 
McArthur-without ever taking his pen off the 
paper. He just started in the middle and kept 
spiraling outward, in tiny circles. When he 
finished, he often gave the pictures away to 
friends (The Oregonian November 1995)." 

In the 1970s, and certainly before, the 
SP&S rail yards was a rough and tumble area. 
The paintings on the columns soon took on 
mythic qualities. Many of the local citizens 
strongly identify Stefopoulos's murals with a 
part of Portland's past that is now lost for-
ever. Many people in the neighborhood 
watched over the murals so that they would 
not be vandalized. Oddly enough many also 
report that the best viewing of the columns 
was at night. When the ambient light between 
the vaults cast beams about the art as if one 
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were in some abandoned cathedral. 
Brian Foulkes, a Portland photographer 

who's taken pictures of Stefopoulos's columns 
summed up the now lost experience of view-
ing the murals in their original setting: "So 
many people feel a personal connection with 
those Stefopoulos paintings. The work moves 
them, usually, because they see it alone, in a 
desolate place. It's a very private thing." The 
faded glory of the Lovejoy Murals achieved 
local cult status as anyone can see in their use 
as the passing backdrop in Gus Van Sant's 
film Drugstore Cowboy (1989). 

No one knows for certain how many paint-
ings Tom Stefopoulos actually painted on the 
Lovejoy ramp. Weather, exhaust fumes, time, 
vandalism, the city construction crews and 
construction worker's spray paint all took their 
toll on the murals. By 1972, Conservationists 
found little of Stefopoulos' artwork to save 
on the pillars west of the tracks on NW 12th 
Avenue. What art still exists was gathered 
from columns on the east. 

Working together the City of Portland and 
the Friends of the Columns were able to see 
that the ramp was carefully disassembled. This 
meant that first the painted columns were 
wrapped in protective layers of plywood and 
plastic to prevent damage from falling debris. 
Then, the concrete roadway was removed with 
the columns being separated from their 
crowns. After the considerable rubble was 
cleared the columns were cut off their bases 
by huge concrete saws. At this time the 
wrapped columns are in storage at NW 14th 
and Savier Street owned by Hoyt Street Prop-
erties. 

The Seattle, Portland and Spokane Rail-
way yard was immediately adjacent to down-
town Portland. By the mid-1970s, the SP&S 
rail yard was more or less abandoned and re-
mained so for nearly a generation. This part 
of Portland has come to be known as the Pearl 
District. By the early and mid 1990s, the rail-
road finally sold the property to a group of 
developers who worked out a set of operat-
ing principles with the City about how best to 
develop this land. This is more than simply 
business as usual since the land we are speak-
ing about is on the order of 30 city blocks 
situated directly next to the downtown dis-
trict. The City was looking to develop hous-
ing since the land sits quite literally at the 
town's core. 

Because of fifty years of exposure to the 
elements, as well as some especially damag-
ing graffiti, the Stefopoulos paintings are in  

need of some attention if they are to be pre-
served for future generations. As part and 
parcel of this preservation process infrared 
photographs of the columns murals were taken 
along with paint analysis. In addition photo-
graphs of the murals, from over two-dozen 
sources dating from 1948, will be consulted. 
J. Claire Dean, a professional conservator who 
managed the restoration of the Astoria Col-
umn, will oversee the restoration on the 
Lovejoy Columns. Aside from an acrylic fixa-
tive the murals will be cleaned and faithful 
restorations made when necessary. For the 
moment it seems that 13 of Stefopoulos 's 
murals are on the ten stored columns. This 
number may change once the actual cleaning 
and restorative work is undertaken. Once re-
stored the columns will be relocated to a new 
park that will span the intersection of NW 9th 
and Naito Parkway. 

It's not cheap to preserve, cut down, store, 
conserve and then install 270 tons of painting 
and sculpture into a public park. Phase One 
of this project raised and used $440,500 an-
other $1,575,000 is needed to complete the 
restoration and relocation of the columns. The 
Friends of the Columns committee is doing 
all it can to save the murals Tom Stefopoulos 
bequeathed the city of Portland. What the 
committee needs is your help in this effort. 
Feel free to contribute or contact the Regional 
Arts and Cultural Council Attention Friends 
of the Columns 620 SW Main Street, Suite 
420 Portland Oregon 97205 503/823-5111. 

To this day no headstone marks Tom 
Stefopoulos's grave at Portland's Rose City 
Cemetery. All that remains of this man's life 
is the near mythic gift of his monumental art. 
For a man who worked alone and in private 
Stefopoulos 's work has taken on the widest 
sort of public attention and acclaim. But it 
still is not safe. Any loss of momentum and 
Stefopoulos's art could be gone forever. 
Greeks in America, as well as those in Greece 
who speak loudly of their concern for the 
diaspora, should step forward and monetarily 
support the preservation of Tom Stefopoulos's 
massive works of art. True this is not a very 
Greek 'thing' to do but then we are speaking 
of a Greek-American project in the very best 
sense. 

For Tom Stefopoulos blended the best of 
both worlds he was a part of and he did so 
through the universal medium of art. And for 
that singular achievement alone he deserves 
our wholehearted recognition and unqualified 
financial support. 
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St. Sophia's Cathedral 

LOS ANGELES, 
THE CITY OF ANGELS 

By: Mel and Ronnie Greenberg 
Photos: Mel Greenberg 

L
os Angeles, the City of 
Angels, offers something for 
everyone. Trends start 
here..some say so does the 
future. The nation's second 

largest city constantly recreates and rede-
fines itself. The region enjoys a cultural 
diversity and depth unmatched by any 
city in the United States - or the world. 

Whether you seek the excitement of 
outdoor activities, the intrigue of sophisti-
cated culture, world class museums, 
award winning theater and music, superb 
dining and shopping, or the energy of the 
streets, L.A. will keep you busy from 
dawn 'til dusk. 

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 
The charm and flavor of L.A. lies in its 

multi-ethnic communities. The city began 
in 1781 under the Spanish flag, and tradi-
tional Mexican culture centers on 
OLVERA STREET. EL PUEBLO DE 
LOS ANGELES HISTORIC PARK lets 
you take a look at the past. Here you'll  

find Avila Adobe, the oldest 
existing house in L.A., as well as 
the Old Plaza Church. The Park 
is also the home of a colorful 
Mexican marketplace, with 
strolling Mariachi musicians 
adding spice to the atmosphere. OLVERA 
STREET embraces the legacy of Los 
Angeles' founders in the historic build-
ings that flank the artery of the park. 
Colorful stalls line the narrow brick paved 
streets with vendors selling pinatas, can-
dles, brightly woven blankets, hand-craft-
ed silver jewelry and traditional garments. 

WHAT'S HOT AND 
HAPPENING IN L.A. 

ARTS & CULTURE 
THE GETTY CENTER 
The bold and dynamic cultural venue 

is set on a 110-acre hilltop, overlooking 
Westwood and Beverly Hills. Two three-
car trams ferry 90 to 100 visitors the three 
quarter of a mile trip up to the site. The 
Museum, itself a work of art, is covered  

with Roman Classic rough-hewn traver-
tine. The Center, an invigorating place to 
experience, discover and study art, brings 
together a museum and five institutes. For 
information and parking reservations call: 
310/440-6474, or visit their website at 
www.getty.edu  

MUSIC CENTER 
Whether you love the symphony, 

opera, drama or musicals you'll find your 
groove at one of the three venues at 135 
Grand. The elegant DOROTHY CHAN-
DLER PAVILION, is home to the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, the Master 
Chorale, and the Music Center Opera. 
Tickets can be obtained at the box office 
or through Ticketmaster. MARK TAPER 
FORUM offers contemporary drama. 
THE AHMANSON THEATER showcas-
es outstanding musicals and productions. 
Tickets for both can be obtained by call-
ing: 213-628-2772 or visiting their web-
site at: www.TaperAhmanson.com  

SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS 
STAPLES CENTER 
The state-of-the-art sports and enter-

tainment complex located adjacent to the 
Convention Center at 1111 S.Figueroa is 
the home of the Los Angeles Kings, the 
Los Angeles Clippers and the Los 
Angeles Lakers sports teams as well as 
one of the biggest concert event venues in 
the entertainment world. 

The arena seats 20,000 for basketball, 
19,000 for hockey and features 160 luxu-
ry suites, 2,500 premier level seats, five 
concourse levels, two restaurants, and pri-
vate clubs. For information call: 213/742-
7100, or visit their website at: www.sta- 

Olvera Street 	
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WOOD, a film cele-
brating the long and 
storied history of 
Hollywood. Visit their 
website at: www.amer-
icancinematheque.com  

PIG 'N WHISTLE 
Adjacent to the 

Egyptian Theatre, a 
piece of history has 
returned to Hollywood 
Boulevard with the re-
opening of the Pig 'n 
Whistle. 	Originally 
opened in 1927 as "the 
place" to go after 
Hollywood premieres, 
the newly restored Pig 
'n Whistle combines 
elements of its original 
interior with some 
modern touches. The 
menu combines a vari-
ety of dishes from 
around the world. After 
9 PM on weekends it is 
transformed into a hip 
Hollywood nightspot 
with a wall-length bar 
and jukebox. Located 
at 6714 Hollywood 
Boulevard; Phone 323/ 
463-0000. 

KODAK THE-
ATRE AND HOLLY-
WOOD AND HIGH-
LAND MALL 

Heading up the 
Grand Staircase of the 

Hollywood and Highland Mall is a gigan-
tic Egyptian themed archway, flanked by 
statues of two 33-foot high elephants, that 
frame the Hollywood sign. The sprawling 
complex with more than 70 shops and 
restaurants encircles the five-level 
Babylon Court. 

The 3,650 seat Kodak Theater, the 
shining star of the new open-air Mall, was 
designed after a 1920's movie palace 
replete with stacked opera boxes. In addi-
tion to being the new home of the 
Academy Awards, it will be the venue for 
Broadway plays, ballets and concerts. 

For additional information visit their 
website at: www.hollywoodandhigh-
land.corn 
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UNIVERSAL CITY WALK 
Features include more than 20 new 

dining, dancing and entertainment choic-
es and a dozen new shops, some one-of-a-
kind. Entertainment choices include a 
brand new IMAX-3D movie theatre, a 
NASCAR Silicon virtual racing experi-
ence, and Jillian's Hi-Life Lanes. Check 
their website at: www.universal 
studios.com  

HOWARD HUGHES CENTER 
A beautiful new complex highlighting 

a variety of dining, shopping and enter-
tainment venues is located at 6801 Center 
Drive in Los Angeles. The IMAX-3D 
Theatre at the Bridge Cinema de lux is 
currently featuring the acclaimed presen-
tation of Beauty and the Beast," the most 
beautiful love story ever told. Tickets can 
be purchased by calling: 866/747-1234. 

GREEK LOS ANGELES 
Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church 

Cathedral is home to the Greek communi-
ties throughout Los Angeles, Beverly 
Hills, Brentwood, Westwood, Bel Air and 
the surrounding area. It was dedicated in 
1952 under the leadership and inspiration 
of the movie mogul brothers, Spyros and 
Charles Skouras. 

The handsome Byzantine church is 
recognized as the most beautiful 
Orthodox church in the Western world. 
The exterior of the Cathedral in keeping 
with the Byzantine tradition, is almost 
totally devoid of architectural decoration. 
The main entrances, display in cast stone, 
an intricate and pleasing design involving 
the traditional motifs of foliage, flowers 
and symbolic birds. 

Little of the exterior prepares one for 
the stunning interior. The breathtaking 
decor is resplendent with crystal chande-
liers, intricate carvings, and magnificent 
works of art throughout. 

Filling the south transept wall is an 
artist's rendition of the Resurrection, told 
in a three-panel painting. The first part 
depicts the entombment; the main panel 
shows Christ risen from the tomb with 
dazzling light; the third part finds the 
radiant angel heralding the first news of 
the Resurrection to the ointment-bearing 
women. 

The spiritual leaders of St. Sophia are 
V. Rev. F. John Baas and Rev. F. Paul 

The episcopal throne in St. Sophia 

plescenterla.com  
DODGER STADIUM 
This historic L.A. landmark's stadium 

features 565 field level seats behind home 
plate ( called the Dugout Club). 

There are 35 luxury suites and the 
Stadium Club, a stylish restaurant whose 
menu was created by Wolfgang Puck. 

HOLLYWOOD/ ENTERTAINMENT 
EGYPTIAN THEATRE 
Built in 1922 by legendary Sid 

Grauman and home to the very first 
Hollywood premiere (Robin Hood star-
ring Douglas Fairbanks). The Egyptian 
Theatre has returned to Hollywood, fully 
renovated and restored to its original 
glamour. On view is FOREVER HOLLY- 



Interior of St. Sophia Cathedral 

Music Center looking towards Dorothy Chandler Pavillion 

Paris. Located at 1324 South Normandy 
Avenue, phone: 323/737-2424, you can 
visit their Website at: www.stsophia.org  

TRADITIONAL GREEK DINING 
Sofa Greek Restaurant and Garden at 

8030 W. r Street, Phone 213/651-0346; 
Papa Crista's Greek Restaurant, 2771 W. 
Pica Boulevard, Phone 323/737-2970. 

HERE'S WHERE TO STAY 
RENAISSANCE HOLLYWOOD 

HOTEL the new 22-story 640 room pre-
miere luxury hotel at the Highland 
Hollywood Mall is resplendent in an 
upscale 1950's decor. For information and 
reservations phone: 323/856-1200 or visit 
their wevbsite at: www.Renaissance 
Hollywood.com  

HOTEL SOFITEL LOS ANGELES at 
8555 Beverly Boulevard 	with a crisp 
European service and a contemporary 
mindset is reminiscent of Provence. 
Along with the amazing views of the 
Hollywood Hills, Hotel Sofitel's 311 
deluxe guestrooms and charming suites 
are furnished by Pierre Deux country 
decor. The hotel's Le Club Fitness Center 
has catered to celebrity clientele that 
include Kevin Costner, Julia Roberts, 
Winona Ryder and Jennifer Lopez. The 
Lobby Bar piano lounge and modern 
French restaurant, Gigi, meets the whims 
of every guest. For reservations call: 1-
800/521-7772; or visit their website at: 
www.sofitel.com  

site at: www.newotani.com. 
THE WESTIN BONAVENTURE 

HOTEL AND SUITES at 404 S. Figueroa, 
with its striking five-mirrored glass cylin-
ders and glass walled elevators is L.A's 
famous movie landmark. L.A. PRIME, the 
hotel's luxurious revolving rooftop restau-
rant has breathtaking panoramic view of 
L.A. Reservations can be made by calling: 
213/624-1000, or visiting their website at: 
www.westin.com  

SHOPPING 
Bargain hunters will find brand name 

clothing and accessories deeply discount-
ed in Downtown's Fashion District, locat-
ed along Los Angeles Street near Olympic 
Boulevard. Nearby the Flower District 
lines both sides of Wall Street between 
Seventh and Eighth, with flowers reflect-
ing the season. The Jewelry District along 
Hill and Broadway, between Sixth and 
Eighth, is aglow with stalls sparkling with 
diamonds, and gems. 

HOW TO GET AROUND 
MTA - Visitors can now explore many 

of the area's major attractions via public 
transportation due to the expansion of the 
Metro Rail. Information can be obtained 
by calling 1-800-COMMUTE. 

HOW TO GET THERE 
All major airlines fly into LAX 

INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL. 

THE NEW OTANI HOTEL & GAR-
DEN at 120 S. Los Angeles Street in the 
heart of downtown's cultural district, offers 
tranquility amid the hurried pace of a 
dynamic city. The 434 splendidly appoint-
ed rooms include Western and Japanese 
suites. The renowned THOUSAND 
CRANES dining venue serves authentic 
Japanese cuisine, with sushi and tempura 
bars as well as private tatami rooms. The 
restaurant overlooks a traditional half-acre 
manicured Japanese garden. For reserva-
tions call: 800/421-8795 or visit their web- 
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THE VIEW 
The recent quake in the poppy-growing area of central Turkey 

was recorded as a 6 in magnitude, but its damage obviously 
was limited, judging from the fact that that nation did not ask for 
international help the way it did after the disastrous one last year. 
Nor Greece offered its neighbor the extensive aid it did 	 
George Bush the elder is the man who received this year's 
Athenagoras Human Rights Awards from the Archons of the 
Order of St. Andrew the Apostle, and of course the Annual 
Banquet was filled with all sorts of luminaries for the occasion. 
Topping the list was none other than the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Bartholomeos I, who for the first time is a guests 
of the Archons during their Banquet at the Hilton. .... 

It soon will be a year since the Antiochian Archdiocese has 
decided to go its independent way, but there have been no fresh 

news as far as how the move has affected the Church's con-
stotuents. Did the autonomy move succeed? Are there any inter-
nal problems9   Half a million ethnic Hellenes are residing in the 
continent of Australia, but obviously this does not include those 
who have become citizens of that continent-nation, nor those who 
belong to the generation born there of Hellenes. They must be for 

Emmanuel and Susie Mastorakis celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary in a grand way. Not only did they hold an elegant affair in 
one of Rome's most celebrated boutique hotels, the Hotel Splendide 
Royal right outside the Porta Pinchiata that overlooks the Villa 
Borguese, but prior to the reception, they repeated their vows of mar-
riage in Rome's St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church, complete with 
stephana, lambades and an audience that came from England where 
the couple live, Rome and Paris...... 

sure running in the millions. The half million figure however 
whish includes Cypriot nationals, was recently released by expa-
triate academics professor Anastasios Tsamis during the presenta-
tion of his new book on the history of -what else-Australia's 
Greeks..... 

The Archdiocese of Greece reportedly is not happy over some 
plans of the Athens Planning Committee which directly affect 

Church property in and out of the City of Athens. The 
Archdiocese asserts that the Planning Committee's new project of 
Protecting the waterfront of the Gulf of Saronikos blocks its plans 
for development of Church property as far as creating on them 
parks, entertainment centers and other benevolent works... 

here may be investigations upon investigations on the culpa-r-r
bility of federal agencies as far as who was lax during the 

September 11 disaster in New York City and the Pentagon, but 
that should worry Hellene American CIA director George Tenet 
very little. That's not only because CIA counter-terrorism opera-
tives do not welcome a major diversion of their time and effort, 
but also because they were quick to descend upon Afghanistan 
once the call went out. So make no mistake about it, Tenet isn't 
ready to play scapegoat for no one, even if he's the lone hold-out 
of the Clinton administration 	 

The Alliance of Italian American Associations, which will hold 
its Italian National Day on Saturday, June 1, 2002 will honor 

From Where hjiRk7Vairf)ninac  
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the President of Drexel and MCP Hahnemann Universities Dr. 
Constantine Papadakis with its Community Leadership Award. 
The award will be presented to the prominent Philadelphia busi-
ness leader during the Alliance's Gala Dinner to be held at the 
Society Hill Sheraton Hotel in Philadelphia....Archbishop 
Demetrios of America is to be honored himself by the Alpha 
Omega Council iduring the Council's gala Lifetime award 
Banquet on Saturday, May 18 at the JFK Library in Boston, MA. 
It is the Organization's 22nd award.....Axion's SnoBall, the pro-
ceeds of whichbenefit the Hellenic Cardiac Fund for Children as 
well as the Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund was held at the ele-
gant Park Plaza Hotewl in Boston March 2. Last year's event 
raised over $19,000. For the support of a number of worthy caus-
es.... When Susie and Emmanuel Mastorakis renewed their vows 
at Rome's St Andrew Greek Orthodox Church, they also held a 
breathtaking reception following the ceremony at the Splenide 
Roayal Hotel by Via Venetto... 

California State Treasurer Philip Angelides recently named the 
president of Actium Developmenty Corporation Theodore 

Eliopoulos as the Deputy Treasurer of that State. Eliopoulos, who 
will oversee the investment, cash management and Information 
technology divisions of the State Treasurer's Office and will also 
serve as Executive Secretary of the Local Advisory Investment 
Board, among other duties.... There is a Georgiou Center in 
NYU's Center. You bet there is. A prestigious Foundation has con-
tributed $2 million to make it a reality. The grant for the Georgiou 
Center and Conference room, honoring educator Constantine 
Georgiou, will be distributed over three years and will allow the 
Steihard School of Education to strengthen the collection of chil-
dren's literature in the existing library of children's books and to 
establish the Constantine Georgiou Model Library and Teacher 
Resource Center and Conference Room 	 

A rtist John Amoryanos threw a surprise party at his home on the 
A day of February, but it wasn't to say good riddance of 
Winter. Actually a very good client of his bought some of his cele-
brated paintings, and he though that was a good reason to celebrate. 
Wouldn't you? 

Wile she spends her days a runway model, her nights usual-as 
y are confined among caskets. Yes, it was no mistake, cas-

kets. Having seen her in action years ago at George Stamatiades' 
Frank C. David Funeral Home which once occupied the triange at 
39th and BeeBee Avenues at the foot of Astoria, I know that 
Alexandra Mosca loves this endeavor. So while her nights are spent 
now at the Hellenic Funarl Home in Elmhurst, during the day she 
becomes an actress, and most likely you've seen her in an NBC 
segment of Law & Order. John Stamos' wife, Rebecca Romijn 
Stamos is one of the stars in Rollerball, which is now playing 
around Manhattan.... Anna Vissi on Broadway? Well, nothing is 
sure in life but death and taxes, but you never know. It's rumored 
that when Vissis' Mala, the musical version of the Diary of Anne 
Frank played in Athens there were some scouts among the audience, 
which may be translated into having the musical come to the center 
of the theater world.....Panos Moumtzis is an achor for BBC 
news.....The Cure of Troy, was on a recent run at the Heron 
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Rebecca Ronajn Shawn 

Theater, off Broadway. So was The Attack of the Giant Mousaka, 
a Panos Koutras film which was recently shown during the Greek 
Cinema Showcase at the American Museum of the Moving 
Image... A comic tale of money, rivalry and true love, Achilles' 
Love was presented to the members of the Hellenic American 
Educators Association on February 26 as part of the organization's 
second Greek Film Festival. In case you're wondering, the film was 
dubbed in English...As a celebration for the Greek Independence, 
and in honor of Hellenic Heritage and Culture, the same organiza-
tion had as its guest speaker on March 8 John Kailas, known author, 
playwright and storyteller. There was a lot of story-telling, Greek 
Folk dancing performances by the ft. Hamilton High School Greek 
Club Dancers plus lots of delicious food.... 

AA fter undergoing an over $50 mullion restoration last year, the leg-
endary Onassis Yacht has sailed into the new millenium as a 

very worthy seafaring ship under the name of Christian 0'. Aristotle 
purchased the vessel back in 1954 and at that time he spent over $4 
million to convert it into the most modem and opulent yacht the 
world had ever seen, sometimes upstaging Prince Rainier of Monaco 
in his own backyard-I mean Marina. In 1998, the vessel was pur-
chased from Tauck World Discovery by John Paul Papanicolaou, an 
shipping industry leader, who embarked on a three-year restoration of 
the yacht. At 325 ft in length, the magnificent yacht features 18 state-
rooms all named after Onassis' favorite Greek Islands, and the 
extraordinary Onassis Suite which is undoubtedly the legendary ship's 
centerpiece. You may not believe this, but the mosaic floor of the 
swimming pool, rises at the push of a button to become a dance floor. 
The Lapis Lounge features the lapis lazuli fireplace, and Aris' bar 
where he did his entertainingretains the same infamous stools covered 
in whale foreskin, with which the host used to shock his guests. Those 
are but a few of the amenities of the famous Christina 0 which soon 
will be completing a year of sailing in the Aegean and the 
Mediterranean... 
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Chris and Mary Papoutsy give a grant from the Christos and Mary Papoutsy Charitable 
Foundation to President Bill Gatzoulis (center) to launch the Hellenic Society "Paideia" of 
New Hampshire. 

PAIDEIA TO ETCH GREEK IN GRANITE 
With a grant from the Christos & Mary 

Papoutsy Charitable Foundation and a 
unanimous vote from the founding Board 
of Directors, "The Hellenic Society Paideia 
of New Hampshire" was formally estab-
lished and launched in the Granite State at 
a meeting held at the Athens Restaurant in 
Manchester, NH on December 6, 2001. The 
Hellenic Society Paideia of New Hampshire 
is the newest branch of The Hellenic Soci-
ety Paideia, which was formed in 1977 at 
the University of Connecticut at Storrs and 
now has numerous branches in the US, 
Greece, and Brazil. The Hellenic Society 
Paideia is a non-profit educational and cul-
tural organization with the mission of pre-
serving and promoting the Hellenic heri-
tage, history, language, art, culture, and re-
ligion. It aims to assist in any way possible 
universities, colleges, schools, churches, 
organizations, and individuals in resources, 
research and guidance, especially pertain-
ing to Greek language, history, culture, art, 
and religion. The Hellenic Society Paideia 
also intends to promote the furtherance of 
the principles and ideals of Hellenism as a 
living philosophy, to encourage the study 
of the classic arts and the Greek language 
in local public schools, high schools, col-
leges and universities and to establish an 
awareness of the special relationship be-
tween the principles of Hellenism and the 
basic tenets of Western democracy. 

Immediately after establishing the Gran-
ite State branch elections were held for of-
ficers and directors of the Hellenic Society 
"Paideia" of New Hampshire. Bill 
Gatzoulis from Dover, NH, was elected 
president, Mary Papoutsy from Rye, NH, 
internal vice-president, Cosmos Marandos 
from Nashua, NH, external vice-president, 
Prof. Richard E. Clairmont from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire, secretary, and 
Prof Nina Gatzoulis from the University 
of New Hampshire, treasurer. Also elected 
to serve on the Board of Directors were 
Prof. John C. Rouman from the University 
of New Hampshire, Prof John Rassias from 
Daitmouth College, Mr. George Kitsis from 
Manchester, NH, and Christos Papoutsy 
from Rye, NH. 

The Board of Directors then took the 
first step towards Paideia's mission and 

approved two $500.00 scholarship awards 
to worthy students taking first year Mod-
ern Greek at the University of New Hamp-
shire. One scholarship is for the fall 2001 
semester and the other will be for the spring 
2002 semester. A tie resulted for the fall 
2001 scholarship and therefore two students 
who excelled in their first year Modern 
Greek studies at the University of New 
Hampshire, Caitlyn Corson and Jessica 
DePontbriand shared the $500.00 award. 

Bill Gatzoulis stated that he is extremely 
proud to be the first president of such a 
worthwhile organization and to be flanked 
by such noted members on the Board as 
three professors of the Classics and Mod-
ern Greek from the University of New 
Hampshire, Prof. John C. Rouman, Prof. 
Richard E. Clairmont, and Prof. Nina 
Gatzoulis; philanthropists and major con-
tributors to many Hellenic and Greek Or-
thodox causes, Christos and Mary 
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The newly elected Officers and Board of Directors of the Hellenic Society "Paideia" of New 
Hampshire. In front (1. to r.); Dr. John Rouman, Prof. Nina Gatzoulis, Bill Gatzoulis, Chris 
Papoutsy, Mary Papoutsy, and George Kitsis. In back (1. to r.); Dr. Richard E. Clairmont and 
Cosmos Marandos. Dr. John Rassias was absent when the photo was taken. 

Papoutsy; world known linguist and edu-
cator at Dartmouth College, Prof. John 
Rassias; a member of the National AHEPA 
scholastic program, Cosmos Marandos; and 
an educator of the Greek language and cul-
ture for many years in the Manchester, NH 
Greek community, George Kitsis. 

Gatzoulis also noted "Although we are 
just getting started, some exciting events are 
already taking place in the state of New 
Hampshire. Through efforts of the Greek 
communities in Manchester, NH and with 
some assistance from Paideia, the Manches-
ter school board recently approved to offer 
a Modern Greek course in their high 
schools. Paideia intends to work with the 
Manchester Greek communities and the 
school administration for the success of this 
program by assisting in the enrollment of 
students in these classes and to assure quali-
fied teachers are available. The study of the 
Greek language is very important not only 
to those of Greek ancestry but to all stu-
dents for learning the English language 
since approximately one third of the En-
glish words have derived from Greek 
words. The importance of the Greek lan-
guage is amplified for those students who 
will be pursuing studies in law, medicine 
and the sciences since the percentage of the 
English words that are derived from the 
Greek language in these fields is much 
higher. Because of the importance of the 
Greek language to all students, Paideia in-
tends to work in other communities to have 
the Greek language offered in as many pub-
lic schools in New Hampshire as possible." 

The next major step is their membership 
drive. There are no annual dues for mem-
bership in the Hellenic Society "Paideia" 
of New Hampshire. Any person is eligible 
for membership who is at least eighteen 
years of age without regard to race, ethnic 
origin, color or religious beliefs and who is 
interested in and supportive of the purposes, 
principles, programs, and policies of the 
Hellenic Society "Paideia" of New Hamp-
shire. The Society does, however, accept 
donations for support of its programs. The 
Society is organized exclusively for one or 
more purposes as specified in Section 
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 and as such all donations to the Soci-
ety are exempt from taxes. 

Reflecting the sentiments of the Board, 
Gatzoulis said, "We are embarking on a 10 
to 20 year program that will require not only 
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the efforts of Paideia, but the efforts of many 
others in the State of New Hampshire. We 
do not intend to be in competition with any 
other organization, society, or church group 
in New Hampshire but intend to work with 
all to achieve our mission. Sometimes we 
will be the leaders, sometimes coworkers, 
and other times the followers. We will ask 
for help from others when we need it and 
we will provide our help to others when 
called upon and we can give. It is our mis-
sion that is important and together (0X,ot 
Maki) we WILL etch GREEK in the 

GRANITE." 
Paideia plans to sponsor lectures, con-

certs, dances and other events in the near 
future that will be enjoyed by all and will 
aid in the preservation of the Hellenic heri-
tage in the State of New Hampshire. 

The Hellenic Society "Paideia" of New 
Hampshire invites you to visit their web site 
at http://people.ne.mediaone.net/paideianh/  
or to contact them by E-mail at: 
PaideiaNH@mediaone.net  , by regular mail 
at: 25 Rogers Street, Dover, NH 03820 or 
by Tel./Fax (603) 742-0466. 



MAKRIYANNIS 
From the book The Greek Phoenix, by Joseph Braddock 

Contrary to some of the bitter and sordid brutalities of much of 
the first year's fighting, there is everything to lift the heart in 
the character of Makriyannis, one of the war's noblest he-

roes. Makriyannis (whose name by derivation means tall or long John) 
was as brave a champion as any of the uprising of his people against 
the tyranny of the Turk, and his life (1797-1864) for more than half a 
century was entirely bound up with the story of revived Hellenism. 
His Memoirs are invaluable for elucidating how the people felt while 
fighting during those long troubled years when modern Greece was 
being born. His work remains a record of supreme importance be-
cause it enshrines the conscience of a resurgent nation. 

The facts of Makriyannis's life may be briefly tabulated. He was 
of humble origin, the youngest son of a poor shepherd from a tiny 
village near Lidoriki in the mountains of central Greece. He married 
in 1825 and had twelve children, but the first four died in infancy. He 
began as an illiterate; yet in early manhood he became a prosperous 
merchant. During his youth he had been sworn in as a member of the 
Philike Hetairia, and fought from the beginning of the rebellion and 
was eight times wounded. At the age of thirty-two he taught himself 
to write in order to record his memories, and eventually produced a 
work of historical value whose main ingredients are patriotism, reli-
gious fever, and an uncompromising toughness in defending the 
Greeks' pride of achievement. Makriyannis's Memoirs are also a work 
of art; for he was a born writer, possessing a fiery imagination fed 
from the deep sources of both experience and traditional folk-song. 
Makriyannis rose from a shining commander of irregulars to become 
a general and he survived the war. 

In weighing the literary importance of the Memoirs, it is impos-
sible not to be impressed by the opinion of George Seferis, Greece's 
Nobel Prize winner for literature, who sent a gift-copy of the 1947 
edition to C. M. Woodhouse with the inscription: "For my learned 
friend Monty, this illiterate my master in Greek"; and also by 
Woodhouse's own tribute to "the first great artist in written demotic". 
While reading Makriyannis, Woodhouse seemed, he says, to be lis-
tening "to the language of the Homeric pallikaria, spoken centuries 
before Homer" and points out that the General was a poet—"he could 
not have been Seferis's master otherwise". Makriyannis was, on more 
certain evidence than was Shakespeare, "self-school' d, self-scann'd, 
self-honour'd, self-secure". 

But at the same time Makriyannis's honorable soul was enshrined 
in the body of a tall strong peasant. He was of course a tough man of 
his age who could, as occasion demanded, write a bawdy jest, be 
unrelentingly severe in taking what he considered just retribution, 
but also blame his own side when he believed it to be at fault. Above 
all, he repeatedly showed compassion for the wronged and suffering, 
whether they happened to be his friends or his enemies. An arbitrary 
quotation or two concerning the first year's fighting will illustrate 
the honesty and simplicity of his style: 

In March 1821 I took some money and crossed to Patras. The 
Turks were suspicious when they saw a man of Roumeli; I was in 
danger. When I was in the Russian consulate ... the Greeks began to 
ask me stupid questions. I was lodging in what was called Tatarakis's 
Inn. There were people from Yannina and Arta staying there. I went  

to the consulate, told them of the happenings in Roumeli and of the 
ill fate of Ali Pasha. He had made a sally from the fort opposite the 
palace in the city of Yannina and a multitude of his men were killed. 
He had lost the flower of his army. 

These people did not believe a word of what I said—they wanted 
All Pasha to win and deliver them—him! Ali Pasha the tyrant, to aid 
the cause of Greece and bring freedom to our country, this man who, 
had he gained the day, would not have left us our nostrils to breathe 
with. 

In writing his account of an action, similar to many others, which 
took place in June when some eighty Greeks were attacked in a moun-
tain pass dominated by six thousand of Kurshid Pasha's troops, 
Makriyannis reveals his qualities of fair-minded realism, his faith in 
God and his patriotic fervor. The Greek position was defended by 
Bakolas Gogos, an armatole under Ali Pasha and an uncle of 
Karaiskakis: 

After the Turks and the Greeks had fought like lions for more than 
eight hours, over a thousand Turks were killed, and their skeletons 
remained unbroken for a whole year; the bones had dried hard. So 
many of them fell dead and were wounded that Arta was full of fugi-
tives. The Greeks drove them before them with their daggers and 
hunted after them as far as Komboti, causing great slaughter and seiz-
ing much booty. Neither the Greeks nor the Turks could be accused 

Greek-American Review /March 2002 3 I 



in the matter of their bravery; both sides fought like lions. However, 
injustice was vanquished, for all bravery could do, because the Turks 
had gone far from the ways of God. On that day all the leaders and 
the soldiers did their duty. Gogos of beloved memory outshone all 
others in his glory. Our country owes him thanks. He fought like a 
lion and commanded like a philosopher. And, on that day, our coun-
try raised its head again. 

Makriyannis always did his best to instill into his men a sense of 
honourable behaviour. He was against all forms of atrocity, pillage 
and looting, becoming furiously incensed if he found out that in these 
matters his soldiers had disobeyed him. During the year 1824, when 
he was fighting in Arcadia, he discovered that some of his troops had 
plundered a village near Tripotamon in defiance of his commands. 
When the abused inhabitants came to him weeping, he could not help 
them and felt a deathly shame. So he went off secretly with his en-
sign and a few picked followers and reached a river which was in 
spate, since it was near Christmas. Makriyannis, with his sworn band, 
made the dangerous crossing on their sturdy horses, and had soon lit 
a fire and were having a meal. But the guilty soldiers had followed 
close behind and on their way had taken prisoner four Peloponnesians 
whom they had grossly ill-treated; they had half killed them by mak-
ing them carry half the troop across the river upon their shoulders 
until they were "as black as niggers from the cold". Makriyannis, in 
his graphic manner, tells the full story: 

They were left naked and they were crying like little children; and 
they were trembling from the cold. I pitied them deeply and declared 
that a wild beast was a wild beast but a man was even worse. When 
these men had caught sight of me they had shouted out in anger against 
me, and said, "When we learned that it was you, Makriyannis, who 
was passing, you who keep the strictest order among your men, we 
felt confident and left our goods without hiding them; and you have 
robbed us. At the river we risked our lives to get them across: and 
they have taken our weapons and our clothes and we are shivering 
and we shall die of cold." I gave the men good treatment and told 
them to point me out those who had robbed them. I was resolved to 
shoot it out with these. I rode hard and caught them with the men's 
goods. I took with me those who had been robbed and those to blame 
and came in the evening to the village where I was to quarter. I sent a 
man out to cut some good stout saplings and summoned all my offic-
ers. I told them, "We had most of you for so many years, have I ever 
left you without pay or hungry? When we did our duty like patriots 
the people of the country respected us and gave us food with plea-
sure, and gave votes of thanks for us to our Government, and would 
give us our pay. While you behaved honorably I was your commander. 
Now that you have taken to acting on your own you have plundered 
a village where they were waiting for us, as men for their brothers 
and as Christians for their fellow Christians and you rob them of 
their goods and their cattle so you have whole, flocks with you. Don't 
expect me to be your herdsman : be off and find another leader or let 
the villagers come and you give them back the goods and the cattle of 
the village with nothing held back: when the villagers have given me 
a full receipt you can stay on my side once more. Or else find some 
other leader. And I'll tell the Government what's missing in the vil-
lage so they can hold it back from your pay and the people will be 
paid back." So we sent for the villagers who took their property and 
I had a receipt from these same people. 

When I had brought before me those who had robbed the man at 
the river, I set five of my officers to lay hold on each of them. I was to 
give the thrashings. I got out my pistols and said, "If any one of those 
who are holding these men leaves go or tries to protect them let him 
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have his arms ready and we'll shoot it out. I'm not having men turned 
into beasts to ferry people across the river on their shoulders and then 
be robbed in kind thanks!" I had the four of them thrown on the 
ground and held a sprawl, I thrashed all of them in turn till the blood 
flowed from their buttocks. I was worse off than they; my hands were 
bleeding and I was sick for many days after. Then I had them wrapped 
in raw sheepskins, gave them a month's pay and gave them free passes. 
I left them in the village to be tended to till their recovery. I tell you, 
brother readers, from that time on I never came across a dishonourable 
or a thievish man in my troop and wherever any of my men went they 
were welcomed by the country folk like their brothers. 

So much for the moral quality of the man. 
During the early months of the war the Turks committed a crime 

that shocked the conscience of all Christian Europe. They executed 
the Patriarch of Constantinople. The massacre at Tripolitza because 
of so many unburied Turkish corpses, had been followed by disease 
which accounted for the lives of thousands of Greeks; but such losses 
were little when compared with the result of the Sultan's vengeance. 
News of the Greek atrocities in the Peloponnese could do none other 
than stoke the fires of Mohammedan fanaticism, whose flames raged 
uncontrollably. Among the scattered Greeks of the Empire there was 
no discrimination, guilty and innocent suffered alike. The Sultan or-
dered the arrest of every available member of the Philike Hetairia 
several of whom were executed to expiate the blood of the Moham-
medans. 

But Sultan Mahmud, in the fierce intensity of his wrath, was bent 
on one white-hot act of vengeance which would strike terror into his 
subjects and teach the whole Greek world a lesson. Under Ottoman 
rule the higher State officials were held to be responsible for the con-
duct of the people they ruled; and in April the Dragoman of the Porte, 



Murusi, wearing his official dress had been publicly beheaded. But 
worse was to follow. On Easter Sunday, the 22nd of April, the Patri-
arch Gregorios, who was both the civil and religious head of the 
Greeks, was executed by order of Mahmud as an accessory to the 
rebellious activities of the Philike Hetairia. At midnight Gregorios 
had celebrated solemn mass as usual, surrounded by his prelates. At 
earliest dawn the new Dragoman invited the Patriarch to attend a 
meeting in the hall of the synod. When he appeared a fireman of the 
Sultan was read deposing Gregorios and ordering the assembled clergy 
to elect another Patriarch. While the new Head of the Orthodox Church 
was being ceremoniously invested, the venerable deposed Patriarch 
was led away to his execution. Still wearing his sacred robes, he was 
hung from the lintel of the gate of the patriarchal palace, with a sen-
tence of condemnation pinned on his breast. The old man met death 
with courage, dignity, and a pious resignation. The body remained 
suspended for three days, after which it was cut down and delivered 
to the Jews to be dragged through the streets and thrown into the sea. 
Subsequently, it was picked up by an Ionian ship, recognized, and 
taken to Odessa where it was welcomed by the Russian authorities as 
a holy relic and buried with military pomp and the ecclesiastical 
honours of a martyr. 

Though Gregorios was certainly a man of superior talent and clear 
virtue, whose private character had commanded great respect, he had 
always been perfectly well aware of the intrigues of the Phanariotes, 
and handful doubt supposed that Russia would act as a shield of safety 
for the rebels. Apparently, his conscience was at ease when he died, 
believing it to be his duty as a Christian priest to conceal the exist-
ence of an Orthodox conspiracy from the Infidel; but it is to be ques-
tioned whether in his position as Patriarch his moral feelings should 
not have been more strained and divided. According to the laws of 
the Ottoman Empire, Sultan Mahmud in ordering his execution was 
strictly within his rights. So the Turks believed Gregorios to be a 
perjured traitor. The Greeks to this day cherish him in their hearts as 
a holy martyr. 

However, the Sultan's deed of vengeance had sent a thrill of in-
dignant horror through Christendom, from Constantinople itself, 
through the mountains of Greece, to the palaces of St. Petersburg. 
For a time it appeared possible that the execution of Gregorios might 
even unite the Powers in an anti-Turkish war. To Francis I, the Em-
peror of Austria, it was almost as bad as if the Pope had been mur-
dered. In Russia, given the sign, the entire population would gladly 
have risen to avenge the Orthodox Patriarch; but the Tsar, Alexander 
I, happened to be out of the country, and was anyway too closely 
committed to the real-politik of Metternich to be in the mood to sanc-
tion a war; so he contented himself with a vigorous protest and with-
drawing the Russian ambassador, Stronganoff from Constantinople. 
In England, Castlereagh believed that a period of rest in Europe was 
essential after the dangers and exhaustion of the Napoleonic wars. 
Therefore, a proposal for a demonstration by the Great Powers to 
protect the Christians came to nothing, and so for the time being, 
Turkey was freed from any threat of European intervention on behalf 
of the rebels. 

The war continued, with no half measures, no holds barred. The 
first year's fighting had seen the success of the Greek guerilla forces. 
By the end of 1821 the Greeks were masters of the Pelo-ponnese, 
except for Nauplia, the fortresses of Coron and Modon in the west, 
Patras, and Rhion (with Antirrhion) at the mouth of the Gulf of 
Corinth. Nauplia surrendered in the following year; and the Acropo-
lis of Athens also succumbed to Greek pressure in June 1822. But, 
on the other hand, by the beginning of 1822 several isolated Greek  

risings had been suppressed by the Sultan's armies, and the country-
side north of Yannina and Mount Pelion restored to Ottoman rule. 
The Turkish counter-stroke to the west of the Pindus mountains in 
central Greece had thrust successfully southwards as far as the Gulf 
of Arta and the pass of Thermopylae, again putting the Greeks on the 
defensive. But to succeed strategically the Turks would have needed 
to capture Messologhi on the Corinthian Gulf and here at present 
they failed. 

The main problem for the Greeks now was to produce order out 
of chaos, to evolve from conditions close to anarchy some system of 
effective national government. Unfortunately, they showed themselves 
less capable of doing this than of prosecuting a successful guerilla 
war. Sectional patriotism, local feuds and jealousies, such as had 
undermined the civilization of ancient Hellas, proved just as intran-
sigent and as characteristic of the modern Greeks. The political his-
tory of this time provides a contrast of sordid intrigues, contemptible 
peculations and a general incompetence, with the fortitude and he-
roic patience of the people. Nobody appears to have known the right 
way to construct a constitution. Yet such was the demand of the people 
for some form of a central executive that on June 7th, 1821, an oli-
garchic committee, or Senate of the Peloponnese, was set up which 
derived special strength from the prestige and patronage of Germans, 
Archbishop of Patras. But its authority only survived until the crime 
of Triploids. The prelate's power of eloquence, high dignity in the 
church, side by side with the memory of his energy at the beginning 
of the revolution at first made him looked up to by the people; but, 
alas, their admiration slackened when it became only too obvious 
that an inordinate pride, wordly ambition and a love of luxurious 
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pleasure lay hidden under the mask of religious fervor. Germanos 
quickly threw aside his hitherto respected sanctity, and revealed him-
self in Council and on the field clothed in gaudy apparel, with the 
assumed airs of a sovereign. 

In June Prince Demetrios Ypsilantis had returned to the scene 
and had claimed that, because his brother Alexander was chief of 
the Philike Hetairia and therefore ipso facto Prince of Greece, he 
himself was entitled to act as his brother's viceroy and become lieu-
tenant-governor of the country. Although—in view of Prince 
Alexander's past failure—this was an extravagant and foolish pre-
tension, Demetrios, who was believed to be supported by Russia, 
was welcomed by the soldiers and peasants. But the oligarchy cen-
tering round Germanos used the Archbishop's influence, while it 
was still at its zenith, to oppose and cry down Ypsilantis. Where-
upon Demetrios resorted to a bold stratagem. Suddenly he left the 
camp before Tripolitza and let it be known that all his efforts for 
Greece were being nullified by the selfish hostility of the primates 
and senators. The soldiers rose up in arms to support him; and for a 
time the lives of some of the oligarchs were in danger. The upshot 
was that they promised to accept the authority of Prince Demetrios, 
who was brought back in triumph and confirmed in power. But re-
grettably Demetrios lacked the competence to hold the authority he 
had won and gradually, as his power was corroded by his associ-
ates, his popularity also declined. 

In the midst of these quarrels and confusions on the 3rd of Au-
gust another more important figure had arrived in the Pelo-ponnese. 
This was Alexander Mavrocordatos, a Greek Phanariote born of an 
old Constantinopolitan family, and much respected as a man of honor 
and a sincere patriot. But not even Mavrocordatos could compose 
the chaos which he found, and he soon left for Missolonghi, where 
later he was to organize the defence of the first seige. Originally, he 
had arrived in Greece from Pisa in Italy, where he had given Mary 
Shelley some "delightful and improving lessons in the classics, from 
`a real Greek Prince'," although in fact Mavrocordatos was not a 
prince. In her diary for Sunday, April 1st, 1821, Mary Shelley wrote: 
"Read Greek. Alexander Mavrocordatos calls with news about 
Greece. He is as gay as a caged eagle just free." A further entry for 
the 24th of that month records: "Alex calls in the evening with good 
news from Greece. The Morea is free." 

Obviously at first the Greeks were jubilant at achieving a degree 
of success they had hardly expected, and turned with an efferve-
scent optimism and elation to the task of forming a central Govern-
ment. But at the very moment of triumph the unity of the nation 
collapsed. Discord showed itself in the natural rivalry between the 
military and civilian figure-heads. Demetrios Ypsilantis, from Rus-
sia, represented the old Phanariote dream-conception of a revived 
Byzantine Greece, while from the west, "in fact from Mrs. Shelley's 
boudoir, there arrived the plump little figure of Alexander 
Mavrocordatos, with his gold spectacles and his European clothes, 
who was opposed to any dependence upon Russia, and who aimed 
at creating a new Hellas, national and self-sufficing, which should 
look only to the Western Powers, and particularly to England, for 
support." 

The result of the country's disintegration into these fissile fac-
tions was that before the end of the year 1821, Greece was divided 
into three main regions, each nominally under an almost powerless 
central Government. There was western Hellas administered by 
Mavrocordatos from Missolonghi; there was eastern Hellas con-
trolled by Theodore Negris who convoked a meeting at Salona of 
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deputies from Attica, Boeotia, Megaris, Phocis, and Eastern Locris, 
called somewhat portentously the Areopagus; and lastly there was 
the strife-torn Peloponnese. Nor must the islands be forgotten, 
most of which—though not of course the Ionian Islands which 
were under British rule—had rallied to the Greek cause. But it 
was only after interminable negotiations between these various 
factions, largely due to the statesmanlike moderation and persua-
sion of Mavrocordatos, that conciliation was finally achieved, and 
a constituent assembly held at Epidaurus in January 1822. The 
Constitution of Epidaurus, drafted mainly by Mavrocordatos and 
Negris, while it undoubtedly represents "a landmark in Greek his-
tory", achieved its professed objects only on paper. Although the 
proclaimed ideal of the Constitution was stated with both brevity 
and dignity, it spelled out an aspiration rather than a fact: 

The Greek nation, under the fearful domination of the Otto-
mans, unable to bear the heavy and unexampled yoke of tyranny 
and having with great sacrifices thrown it off, declares today, 
through its lawful representatives gathered in National Assembly, 
before God and man, its political existence and independence. 

The past participle "having thrown off" unfortunately proved 
to be nothing if not premature. All the same, Alexander 
Mavrocordatos was elected the first President of Greece and the 
blue and white flag of modern Greece replaced the old black flag 
of the Hetairists. 

For a time the Greeks at Epidaurus may have misled Europe; 
but they did little to organize Greece. Mavrocordatos, a man of 
cultural experience and unquestioned probity, far superior to most 
of the leaders of the revolt, yet lacked those essential qualities of 
firmness and breadth of vision necessary if a statesman is to under-
stand the wider issues involved in governing men. Moreover, he 
was no soldier. In fairness, however, to Mavrocordatos, it is rea-
sonable to doubt whether at this point in history even the wisest 
paragon of rulers could have produced order out of the chaos in 
Greece. What was needed was some awful catastrophe to make 
the Greeks forget their selfish rivalries and ambitions, some event 
that would unite them in a common fear and rage for revenge. 
And that bitter lesson was not long in coming. 



AMERICAN 
PHILHELLENISM 

Thomas Jefferson and the Influence of Greek Ideals 
and Culture in Writing the American Constitution 

By Rev. DEMETRIOS J. CONSTANTELOS 

Part II 

Jefferson favored the Romanized form of Greek architecture. His 
views however did not prevail and ultimately he yielded to the adop-
tion of the genuine Greek style. Jefferson's architectural credo was that 
the buildings "should be more than things of beauty and convenience, 
above all they should state a creed." And his creed was to link the 
newness and rustic American experience with universal patterns of 
acknowledged beauty. 

Jefferson's views did not find support because the Roman style was 
attacked as lavish, ornamental, ponderous - reminiscent of Roman im-
perial grandeur. It was Benjamin Latrobe (1764-1820) who pioneered 
the Hellenic Revival. In 1811 speaking before American artists in Phila-
delphia, he eulogized Greece as the fountainhead of the arts, proving 
in its stupendous creativity that the Greek arts symbolize freedom, sim-
plicity, sanctity and eternity. Latrobe indirectly criticized Jefferson's 
architectural preference as myopic. He concluded by saying I pray that 
"the days of Greece may be revived in the woods of America, and 
Philadelphia become the Athens of the western world." 

Latrobe's views ignited a fire and the pure Greek style in art and 
architecture became the dominant forms from 1820 to 1860. The Greek 
style became popular because it is simpler to construct and it combined 
the newness, changeability, and materialism of the new republic with 
the aura of sanctity, beauty, aesthetic creativity. 

On the importance of the Greek style of architecture in America, 
Robert Mills, the first native-born professional architect, wrote the fol-
lowing: 

"It was fortunate that this style was so early introduced into our 
country, both on the ground of economy and of correct taste, and it 
exactly suited that character of our political institutions, and pecuniary 
means ... Mr. Jefferson was a Roman in his views of architecture ... It 
required all the talents and good taste of a man as Mr. Latrobe to cor-
rect it by introducing a better style. The national good taste and the 
unprejudiced eye of our citizens required only a few examples of the 
Greek style for public structures, and its simplicity recommended its 
introduction into our private dwellings." 

The Greek style reflected its spirit, its logic, order, beauty, which 
was perceived to fit better to the American scene. The young republic 
hoped to create a unique American style out of the pure sources of the 
classical world, a style suited to its own aspirations for greatness not 
necessarily a new architecture but a judiciously planned, dignified, 
eclectic tradition founded on those models which, Thomas Jefferson 
said, had "the approbation of thousands of years." When in 1785 
Jefferson was asked to design the new Virginia state capital at Rich-
mond, he saw "a favorable opportunity" he said, "of introducing into 

Constantino Broumidi 

the state an example of architecture in the classic style of antiquity." 
Here, too, he favored the Roman imitation of Greek architecture for 

the state capital as well as the University of Virginia. But his taste was 
modified by Benjamin Latrobe who had been appointed by Jefferson 
surveyor of public buildings in Washington in 1803. 

The Bank of Philadelphia building completed in 1801 was the first 
of the pure Greek Revival public buildings in America. It was widely 
copied to the extent that ten years later the great architect said: "I have 
changed the taste of a whole city." In a letter to Jefferson he wrote: "I 
am a bigoted Greek ... My principles of good taste are rigid in Grecian 
architecture." He felt that the Roman style was overblown and grandi-
ose ... the product of an empire hardly democratic in character. On the 
other hand "Greek art and Greek democracy, and American art and 
American democracy grew from the same roots:' Along with Latrobe, 
George Tucker advised that "the forms of ancient Greece furnish the 
most suitable models for the architecture of republican America." 

In addition to architecture, the art that adorns the capital in Wash-
ington is no less indicative of the influence of the ancient Greek heri-
tage. The sparkling and colorful frescoes of the capital reflect the ideal 
of the early Americans, of Jefferson and Adams, Madison and Mon-
roe, and symbolize the themes of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness." The thirteen maidens which represent the original states, and 
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Hermes or Mercury, with his caduceus, the messenger God, the protec-
tor of the money makers, of bankers, of merchants, of the market places. 

many designs and scenes painted on-the Senate side of the capital are 
taken from Greek mythology. 

Constantine Brumidi (1805-1880) the Greco-Roman painter, the 
son of Stavros Brumidis from Filiatra in the province of Messenia in 
the Peloponnesos, was trained in the classical tradition and he arrived 
to place his talent in the service of the young republic. I called him 
Greco-Roman because his father was a Greek and his mother an Ital-
ian. In a copy of the Bible given to him by the American Bible Society 
upon his arrival in New York in 1848, he wrote: "Constantino Brumidi 
- born in Rome Jully (sic) 26th 1805 by Stavro Brumidi of Philiatra: 
province of Arcadia in the Peloponnesus (Greece), and Anna Bianchini 
of Rome." Incidentally, Thomas Jefferson's portrait on the wall of the 
President's room in the Capital by Brumidi is considered by experts to 
be the most lifelike. 

If one is known by the books one reads and keeps, to paraphrase 
Norman Cousins, who wrote on the religious beliefs and ideas of the 
American Founding Fathers, one must conclude that Jefferson's per-
sonal library is one more indication of his philhellenism. We have seen 
that not only did he find a great pleasure in reading the Greek classics 
but that he urged others to assiduously study the Greeks and Latins. In 
a letter to Dr. Joseph Priestley dated 27 January, 1800, Jefferson wrote 
of the "elegant luxury of reading the Greek and Roman authors in all 
the beauties of the original." 

But how many and what kind of books did Jefferson read and pos-
sess? We do not know how many he had read but we do know that his 
collection was in the thousands. By 1783 he had 2,640 but by 1815 his 
library included nine to ten thousand volumes. In a letter to his friend 
Samuel H. Smith dated 21 September 1814, Jefferson describes his 
library and writes about the opportunities he had while in Europe to 
buy many more books. He adds that he had standing orders during the 
whole time he was in Europe, on its principal bookstores, particularly 
Amsterdam, Frankfurt, Madrid, and London, for works relating to 
America but also for whatever was rare and valuable in every science. 
In 1815 he sold 6,707 volumes to the Congressional Library which had 
been burned by the British in the war of 1812. But he continued buying 
books after 1815, and at the time of his death in 1826, he had assembled 
about 1,000 volumes. 

The catalogue of Jefferson's library with the entries in his own or-
der reveals that he had chosen his books with great care, and the num-
ber of his classical authors confirms his profound respect of the Greek 
and Roman inheritance. Some of the books were bought to be used as 
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sources of inspiration and guidance. For example, the architecture chap-
ter of his catalogue begins with volumes describing the ruins of Greece 
and Rome "suggesting that these extant buildings should be the model 
for all the structures that followed." 

While most of his books were in government, politics, law, and 
natural sciences, he had 300 volumes of poetry, drama, elegies, trag-
edy, and other types of literature in Greek and Latin, featuring major 
authors such as Homer, Aeschylos, Sophocles, Euripides, Anacreon 
Theokritos, Pindar, Callimachos, Tyrteos, Sappho, Aristophanes, 
Menander, Philemon, and others. 

Under ancient history he had several copies in Greek, Latin, and 
English translations of the Greek historians of both antiquity and the 
Byzantine era including Herodotos, Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybios, 
Diodoros Siculus, Dionysios Alikarnaseus, Arrian, Appian, Herodianos, 
Apolodoros, Plutarch, Di °genes Laertios, Prokopios, Agathias, 
Menandros, Theophylaktos Simokates, Anna Komnene, Niketas 
Choniates, Pachymeres, loannes Kantakouzenos, Doukas, and others. 
His collection of ecclesiastical historians included Eusebios of Caesarea, 
Socrates Scholastikos, Theodoretos, the Chronikon Paschale, Evagrios, 
Photios, and Nikephoros Kallistos. 

His lifelong interest in learning came to encompass the whole range 
of recorded knowledge, including religion and Christianity in particu-
lar. Not only did he possess copies of the Greek New Testament and 
two copies of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, 
but also a number of Greek Church Fathers, ecclesiastical writers; and 
theologians such as the apostolic fathers and apologists Justin, 
Athenagoras, Theophilos, Ignatios, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, 
Gregory Nanzianzenos, John of Damaskos, and others. 

Jefferson was more interested in moral philosophy than epistemol-
ogy or other brands of philosophy. He loved Epiktetos, Epikouros and 
Aristotle more than Plato. His collection included not only these major 
Greek thinkers but also Theophrastos, Hieroclis, Xenophon's memo-
rabilia, Aeschines, Alexander of Aphrodisias, Philostratos, Maximos 
Tyrios, the opera of Plotinos, and others. In brief, Jefferson had an 
extensive collection, mostly of primary sources in Greek and Latin on 
the Greco-Roman world "just before and after the time of Christ" in-
cluding "authoritative works of the Early Church Fathers." 

Thus, whether directly or indirectly he contributed immensely to 
the discovery of Greece, its people, language, literature, political and 
social values, and architecture. American philhellenism was not the 
result of the study of English and German poets such as Herder, Lessing, 
Schiller, Shelley, Goethe and other but an indigenous phenomenon. 

Americans began to discover Hellenism (ancient, medieval, con-
temporary) by themselves, and impressions and accounts from abroad 
strengthened Jefferson's as well as America's philhellenism. Nicholas 
Biddle of Philadelphia was the first American to visit Greece in 1806. 
"The soil of Greece is sacred to genius and to letters" he wrote. Other 
young restless students of the classics followed. In 1808 young Sam 
Houston from Tennessee, who at the age of 16 had fallen in love with 
Homer's Iliad in Pope's translation, visited Greece. Several other young 
Americans became champions of Hellenism: George Ticknor, Joseph 
Cogswell, George Bancroft, and of course Edward Everett, who at the 
age of 21, in 1815, became the first Eliot Professor of Greek at Harvard. 
While in Uttinger, Germany, Everett met Georgios Glarakis, a student 
from Chios. In 1816 he wrote home with excitement: "I have seen a 
genuine Greek, a fellow-countryman of Homer." 

It was Everett's efforts that built the foundations of philhellenism 
in New England, where initial reactions to the Greek revolution were 
reserved and even negative because of its trade interests with the Otto-
man Empire. Everett was an admirer of Koraes who had impressed 
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him with his erudition, personality, and balanced attitude toward liber-
alism and conservatism. In the Parisian publication of Aristotle's 
Nichomachean Ethics Koraes included a prologue with an extensive 
account of affairs in Greece in 1822. In a review of Koraes' work, 
Everett published the 1822 Greek Constitution and the appeal of the 
Messenian Senate to "the citizens of the United States of America" 
With a translation of relevant passages from Koraes' work and his own 
commentary, Everett presented to the American academic community, 
an opportunity to admire a 19th century Greek scholar and the reason 
to side with the Greek cause. 

Thomas Jefferson's love for Hellenism found support through his 
correspondence with Edward Everett. They exchanged several letters 
on political, international, and educational subjects. In a letter dated 
February 24, 1823, from Monticello, Jefferson thanked Everett for send-
ing him a copy of his translation of Buttman's Greek Grammar. 

He found himself in agreement with Everett's critical scholia and 
his argument in favor of an ablative case in Greek grammar. Jefferson's 
comments reveal that he had an excellent command of Greek and that 
he had a personal interest on the subject. He had a genuine love for 
languages and in literary discussions he found a source of delight. 

Nearly a year later, in a letter dated March 27, 1824, Jefferson re-
plied to Everett who had sent him his Greek Reader, a text he had 
prepared for the use in schools. Jefferson commended Everett for his 
text and added that "on the subject of Greek ablative, I dare say that 
your historical explanation is the true one." He goes on to inform Everett 
of a letter he had received from Corae (Koraes) at Paris on the 28th of 
December [1823) in which he informed him of naval successes of the 
Greeks. Notwithstanding the good news, Koraes had conveyed "a mel- 
ancholy fear for the nation" of the Greeks. In another letter addressed 
to an anonymous person and dated December 22, 1824 on the subject 
of the future of William and Mary College and other institutions, 
Jefferson emphasized the need for the classical languages, in the cur-
ricula adding that "in these schools should be taught Latin and Greek 
to a good degree." 

As already indicated, Jefferson loved the Greek classics for both 
useful knowledge, and for the intrinsic beauty of the language itself. 
He loved Homer's Iliad and Odyssey for their educational and instruc-
tional value, for the moral issues and the power of their language to 
sharpen the skills of the reader. Homeric language stirred him as a 
model of growth. But he loved Greek dialects of later centuries as well. 
In a letter to John Waldo (1813) Jefferson raised the question: 

Did the Athenians consider the Doric, the Ionian, the Aeolic, and 
other dialects as disfiguring, or beautifying their language? Did they 
fastidiously disavow Herodotos, Pindar, Theocritus, Sappho, Alcaeus?... 
On the contrary they were sensible that the variety of dialects, still 
infinitely varied by poetical license, constituted the riches of their lan- 
guage, and made the Grecian Homer the first of poets, as he must ever 
remain, until a language equally ductile and copious shall again be 
spoken. 

For Jefferson "Homeric language was as rich as English might as-
pire to become." The Greek language was a precious prototype for 
other languages to imitate and grow richer. As the Athenians did not 
consider the Greek language adulterated by Doric, Aeolian, Ionian, 
and other dialects, but on the contrary welcomed them as an enrich-
ments, likewise the English language would be enriched from Ameri-
can-English dialects. 

There is little doubt that Edward Everett was the most active and 
influential of the American philhellenes but there were several more 
active philhellenes such as James Monroe, Samuel Gridley Howe, 
Jonathan Miller, William Washington, John Ross, Henrey Clay, Daniel 
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Webster and George Jarvis who contributed to the change of the cli-
mate and the popularization of philhellenism in the young republic. 
However, this is not the place to write about them - only a few more 
remarks are in order about the philhellenic atmosphere and the Greek 
cause. 

The news of arbitrary, humiliating and inhuman execution of the 
Patriarch in Constantinople, of Greek successes, reports that promi- 
nent Europeans such as Lord Byron, Lafayettet Joseph Bonaparte, were 
not only sympathizers but some of them were on their way to fight for 
the Greek cause, editorials in newspapers and magazines about the 
descendants of the heroes at Marathon, Thermopylae and Salamis fight-
ing for their own survival inspired many Americans to join Greek com-
mittees and offer both moral and economic support. 

Among the many philhellenes who deserved to be mentioned were 
newspaper editors such as John P. Sheldon of the Gazette (Detroit), the 
Niles Weekly Register (Baltimore), William L. Hezekiah Niles of Stone, 
of the Commercial Advertiser (New York), Jesse Buel of the Argus 
(Albany), John Bradford of the Kentucky Gazette (Lexington), Will- 
iam Duane of the Aurora (Philadelphia), Thomas Richie of the Rich-
mond Enquirer. As editors of leading newspapers and magazines, they 
contributed to the recognition of the new Hellas as a free and indepen-
dent nation. 

In summary, Thomas Jefferson's philhellenism was genuine and 
profound, it began to develop from as early as he was exposed to the 
study of Greek at the age of nine, it evolved stronger as he began to 
study ancient Hellenism, people, language, poetry, political philoso-
phy, art and architecture, but it increased in depth and breadth, verti- 
cally and horizontally when he made his acquaintance with contempo-
rary Greeks of the diaspora, such as the learned George Paradise, the 
physician Count Harvouris, and especially the brilliant philologist, 
physician and educator Adamantios Koraes. 

Like his contemporary Founding Fathers, such as John Adams, 
Jefferson read the classics because he found analogies between past 
history and his own times. On the basis of their readings and also their 
experiences in politics, the Founding Fathers believed that the best 
men should form a government - not necessarily aristocrats and pluto- 
crats - people of talent and ability, the aristoi. Inferring from his expe- 
rience, Adams writes that as in ancient times, people do not always 
look for the best. Adams quotes Pseudo-Xenophon 's Athenian Consti- 
tution where the author indicates that the assembly of citizens .. always 
chose the worst men they can find, because none others will do their 
work. 

Jefferson continued to study the ancient Greek and Latin masters 
even after his retirement from political life. In a response to a John 
Adams letter, written on January 21, 1812, Jefferson writes of politics: 
"...I have taken final leave. I think little of them and I say less. I have 
given up newspapers in exchange for...Thucydides ... and Euclid; and I 
find myself much the happier." 

"...the classics supplied mixed, government-theory; and principle 
basis for the U.S. Constitution. The classics contributed a great deal to 
the founders' conception of human nature, their understanding of vir-
tue, and their appreciation of society's essential role in its production. 
The classics offered the founders companionship and solace, emotional 
resources necessary for coping with the deaths and disasters too com-
mon in their era. The classics provided the founders with a sense ... that 
their exertions were part of a grand universal scheme. The struggles of 
the Revolutionary and Constitutional periods gave the founders a sense 
of kinship with the ancients, and thrill of excitement at the opportunity 
to match their classical heroes' struggles against tyranny and their sage 
construction of durable republics." 



The romantic poem of the Odyssey is now 
to engage our attention. It narrates the wan-
derings of Ulysses (Odysseus in the Greek 
language) in his return from Troy to his own 
kingdom Ithaca. 

From Troy the vessels first made land at 
Ismarus, city of the Ciconians, where, in a 
skirmish with the inhabitants, Ulysses lost 
six men from each ship. Sailing thence, they 
were overtaken by a storm which drove them 
for nine days along the sea till they reached 
the country of the Lotus-eaters. Here, after 
watering, Ulysses sent three of his men to 
discover who the inhabitants were. These 
men on coming among the Lotus-eaters were 
kindly entertained by them, and were given 
some of their own food, the lotus-plant, to 
eat. The effect of this food was such that 
those who partook of it lost all thoughts of 
home and wished to remain in that country. 
It was by main force that Ulysses dragged 
these men away, and he was even obliged to 
tie them under the benches of his ships. 

Tennyson in the "Lotos-eaters," has 
charmingly expressed the dreamy languid 
feeling which the lotus food is said to have 
produced. 

"How sweet it were, hearing the down-
ward stream 

With half-shut eyes ever to seem 
Falling asleep in a half-dream! 
To dream and dream, like yonder amber 

light 
Which will not leave the myrrh-bush on 

the height; 
To hear each other whispered speech; 
Eating the Lotos, day by day, 
To watch the crisping ripples on the 

beach, 
And tender curving lines of creamy spray: 

To lend our hearts and spirits wholly 
To the influence of mild-minded melan-

choly; 
To muse and brood and live again in 

memory, 
With those old faces of our infancy 
Heaped over with a mound of grass, 
Two handfuls of white dust, shut in an 

urn of brass." 

They next arrived at the country of the 
Cyclopses. The Cyclopses were giants, who 
inhabited an island of which they were the 
only possessors. The name means "round 
eye," and these giants were so called be-
cause they had but one eye, and that placed 
in the middle of the forehead. They dwelt in 
caves and fed on the wild productions of the 
island and on what their flocks yielded, for 
they were shepherds. Ulysses left the main 
body of his ships at anchor, and with one 
vessel went to the Cyclopses' island to ex-
plore for supplies. He landed with his com-
panions, carrying with them a jar of wine for 
a present, and coming to a large cave they 
entered it, and finding no one within exam-
ined its contents. They found it stored with 
the richest of the flock, quantities of cheese, 
pails and bowls of milk, lambs and kids in 
their pens, all in nice order. Presently arrived 
the master of the cave, Polyphemus, bearing 
an immense bundle of firewood, which he 
threw down before the cavern's mouth. He 
then drove into the cave the sheep and goats 
to be milked, and, entering, rolled to the 
cave's mouth an enormous rock, that twenty 
oxen could not draw. Next he sat down and 
milked his ewes, preparing a part for cheese, 
and setting the rest aside for his customary 
drink. Then, turning round his great eye, he 
discerned the strangers, and growled out to 

them, demanding who they were, and where 
from. Ulysses replied most humbly, stating 
that they were Greeks, from the great expedi-
tion that had lately won so much glory in the 
conquest of Troy; that they were now on 
their way home, and finished by imploring 
his hospitality in the name of the gods. 
Polyphemus deigned no answer, but reach-
ing out his hand seized two of the Greeks, 
whom he hurled against the side of the cave, 
and dashed out their brains. He proceeded 
to devour them with great relish, and having 
made a hearty meal, stretched himself out on 
the floor to sleep. Ulysses was tempted to 
seize the opportunity and plunge his sword 
into him as be slept, but recollected that it 
would only expose them all to certain de-
struction, as the rock with which the giant 
had closed up the door was far beyond their 
power to remove, and they would therefore 
be in hopeless imprisonment. Next morning 
the giant seized two more of the Greeks, and 
despatched them in the same manner as their 
companions, feasting on their flesh till no 
fragment was left. He then moved away the 
rock from the door, drove out his flocks, and 
went out, carefully replacing the barrier after 
him. When he was gone Ulysses planned 
how he might take vengeance for his mur-
dered friends, and effect his escape with his 
surviving companions. He made his men pre-
pare a massive bar of wood cut by the Cy-
clops for a staff, which they found in the 
cave. They sharpened the end of it, and sea-
soned it in the fire, and hid it under the straw 
on the cavern floor. Then four of the boldest 
were selected, with whom Ulysses joined 
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himself as a fifth. The Cyclops came home at 
evening, rolled away the stone and drove in 
his flock as usual. After milking them and 
making his arrangements as before, he seized 
two more of Ulysses' companions and 
dashed their brains out, and made his evening 
meal upon them as he had on the others. 
After he had supped, Ulysses approaching 
him handed him a bowl of wine, saying, "Cy-
clops, this is wine; taste and drink after thy 
meal of men's flesh." He took and drank it, 
and was hugely delighted with it, and called 
for more. Ulysses supplied him once again, 
which pleased the giant so much that he 
promised him as a favour that he should be 
the last of the party devoured. He asked his 
name, to which Ulysses replied, "My name 
is Noman." 

After his supper the giant lay down to 
repose, and was soon found asleep. Then 
Ulysses with his four select friends thrust 
the end of the stake into the fire till it was all 
one burning coal, then poising it exactly 
above the giant's only eye, they buried it 
deeply into the socket, twirling it round as 
a carpenter does his auger. 

The howling monster with his outcry 
filled the cavern, and Ulysses with his aides 
nimbly got out of his way and concealed 
themselves in the cave. He, bellowing, called 
aloud on all the Cyclopses dwelling in the 
caves around him, far and near. They on his 
cry flocked round the den, and inquired what 
grievous hurt had caused him to sound such 
an alarm and break their slumbers. He re-
plied, "0 friends, I die, and Noman gives 
the blow." They answered, "If no man hurts 
thee it is the stroke of Jove (Zeus), and thou 
must bear it." So saying, they left him groan-
ing. 

Next morning the Cyclops rolled away 
the stone to let his flock out to pasture, but  

planted himself in the door of the cave to 
feel of all as they went out, that Ulysses 
and his men should not escape with them. 
But Ulysses had made his men harness the 
rams of the flock three abreast, with osiers 
which they found on the floor of the cave. 
To the middle ram of the three one of the 
Greeks suspended himself, so protected by 
the exterior rams on either side. As they 
passed, the giant felt of the animals' backs 
and sides, but never thought of their bel-
lies; so the men all passed safe, Ulysses 
himself being on the last one that passed. 
When they had got a few paces from the 
cavern, Ulysses and his friends released 
themselves from their rams, and drove a 
good part of the flock down to the shore to 
their boat. They put them aboard with all 
haste, then pushed off from the shore, and 
when at a safe distance Ulysses shouted 
out, "Cyclops, the gods have well requited 
thee for thy atrocious deeds. Know it is 
Ulysses to whom thou owest thy shameful 
loss of sight." The Cyclops, hearing this, 
seized a rock that projected from the side of 
the mountain, and rending it from its bed he 
lifted it high in the air, then exerting all his 
force, hurled it in the direction of the voice. 
Down came the mass, just clearing the 
vessel's stern. The ocean, at the plunge of 
the huge rock, heaved the ship towards the 

land, so that it barely escaped being 
swamped by the waves. When they had 
with the utmost difficulty pulled off shore, 
Ulysses was about to hail the giant again, 
but his friends besought him not to do so. 
He could not forbear, however, letting the 
giant know that they had escaped his mis-
sile, but waited till they had reached a safer 
distance than before. The giant answered 
them with curses, but Ulysses and his 
friends plied their oars vigorously, and soon 
regained their companions. 

Ulysses next arrived at the island of 
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AEolus. To this monarch Jupiter (Zeus) had 
intrusted the government of the winds, to 
send them forth or retain them at his will. He 
treated Ulysses hospitably, and at his de-
parture gave him, tied up in a leathern bag 
with a silver string, such winds as might be 
hurtful and dangerous, commanding fair 
winds to blow the barks towards their coun-
try. Nine days they sped before the wind, 
and all that time Ulysses had stood at the 
helm, without sleep. At last quite exhausted 
he lay down to sleep. While he slept, the 
crew conferred together about the mysteri-
ous bag, and concluded it must contain trea-
sures given by the hospitable King AEolus 
to their commander. Tempted to secure some 
portion for themselves, they loosed the 
string, when immediately the winds rushed 
forth. The ships were driven far from their 
course, and back again to the island they 
had just left. AEolus was so indignant at 
their folly that he refused to assist them fur-
ther, and they were obliged to labour over 
their course once more by means of their 
oars. 

THE LAESTRYGONIANS 
Their next adventure was with the barba-

rous tribe of Laestrygonians. The vessels all 
pushed into the harbour, tempted by the se-
cure appearance of the cove, completely land-
locked; only Ulysses moored his vessel with-
out. As soon as the Laestrygonians found 
the ships completely in their power they at-
tacked them, heaving huge stones which 
broke and overturned them, and with their 
spears despatched the seamen as they 
struggled in the water. All the vessels with 
their crews were destroyed, except Ulysses' 
own ship, which had remained outside, and 
finding no safety but in flight, he exhorted 
his men to ply their oars vigorously, and they 
escaped. 

With grief for their slain companions 
mixed with joy at their own escape, they pur-
sued their way till they arrived at the AEgean 
isle, where Circe dwelt, the daughter of the 

sun. Landing here, Ulysses climbed a hill, 
and gazing round saw no signs of habita-
tion except in one spot at the centre of the 
island, where he perceived a palace 
embowered with trees. He sent forward one-
half of his crew, under the command of 
Eurylochus, to see what prospect of hospi-
tality they might find. As they approached 
the palace, they found themselves sur-
rounded by lions, tigers, and wolves, not 
fierce, but tamed by Circe's art, for she was a 

powerful magician All these animals had once 
been men, but had been changed by Circe's 
enchantments into the forms of beasts. The 
sounds of soft music were heard from within, 
and a sweet female voice singing. Eurylochus 
called aloud and the goddess came forth and 
invited them in; they all gladly entered ex-
cept Eurylochus, who suspected danger. The 
goddess conducted her guests to a seat, and 
had them served with wine and other delica-
cies. When they had feasted heartily, she 
touched them one by one with her wand, 
and they became immediately changed into 
swine, in "head, body, voice, and bristles," 
yet with their intellects as before. She shut 
them in her sties and supplied them with 
acorns and such other things as swine love. 

Eurylochus hurried back to the ship and 
told the tale. Ulysses thereupon determined 
to go himself, and try if by any means he 

might deliver his companions. As he strode 
onward alone, he met a youth who addressed 
him familiarly, appearing to be acquainted 
with his adventures. He announced himself 
as Mercury (Hermes), and informed Ulysses 
of the arts of Circe, and of the danger of 
approaching her. As Ulysses was not to be 
dissuaded from his attempt, Mercury pro-
vided him with a sprig of the plant Moly, of 
wonderful power to resist sorceries, and in-
structed him how to act. Ulysses proceeded, 
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and reaching the palace was courteously 
received by Circe, who entertained him as 
she had done his companions, and after he 
had eaten and drank, touched him with her 
wand, saying, "Hence, seek the sty and wal-
low with thy friends." But he, instead of obey-
ing, drew his sword and rushed upon her 
with fury in his countenance. She fell on her 
knees and begged for mercy. He dictated a 
solemn oath that she would release his com-
panions and practise no further harm against 
him or them; and she repeated it, at the same 
time promising to dismiss them all in safety 
after hospitably entertaining them. She was 
as good as her word. The men were restored 
to their shapes, the rest of the crew sum-
moned from the shore, and the whole mag-
nificently entertained day after day, till 
Ulysses seemed to have forgotten his na-
tive land, and to have reconciled himself to 
an inglorious life of ease and pleasure. 

At length his companions recalled him to 
nobler sentiments, and he received their ad-
monition gratefully. Circe aided their depar-
ture, and instructed them how to pass safely 
by the coast of the Sirens. The Sirens were 
sea-nymphs who had the power of charm-
ing by their song all who heard them, so that 
the unhappy mariners were irresistibly im-
pelled to cast themselves into the sea to their 
destruction. Circe directed Ulysses to fill the 
ears of his seamen with wax, so that they 
should not hear the strain; and to cause him-
self to be bound to the mast, and his people 
to be strictly enjoined, whatever he might 
say or do, by no means to release him till 
they should have passed the Sirens' island. 
Ulysses obeyed these directions. He filled 
the ears of his people with wax, and suffered 
them to bind him with cords firmly to the 
mast. As they approached the Sirens' island, 
the sea was calm, and over the waters came 
the notes of music so ravishing and attrac-
tive that Ulysses struggled to get loose, and 
by cries and signs to his people begged to 
be released; but they, obedient to his previ-
ous orders, sprang forward and bound him 
still faster. They held on their course, and 
the music grew fainter till it ceased to be 
heard, when with joy Ulysses gave his com-
panions the signal to unseal their ears, and 
they relieved him from his bonds. 

The imagination of a modem poet, Keats, 
has discovered for us the thoughts that 
passed through the brains of the victims of 
Circe, after their transformation. In his 
"Endymion" he represents one of them, a 
monarch in the guise of an elephant, address-
ing the sorceress in human language, thus: 

"I sue not for my happy crown again; 

I sue not for my phalanx on the plain; 
I sue not for my lone, my widowed wife,. 
I sue not for my ruddy drops of life, 
My children fair, my lovely girls and boys; 
I will forget them; I will pass these joys, 
Ask nought so heavenward; so too- too 

high; 
Only I pray, as fairest boon, to die; 
To be delivered from this cumbrous flesh, 
From this gross, detestable, filthy mesh, 
And merely given to the cold, bleak air. 
Have mercy, goddess! Circe, feel my 

prayer!" 

SCYLLA AND CHARYBDIS 
Ulysses had been warned by Circe of the 

two monsters Scylla and Charybdis. We 
have already met with Scylla in the story of 
Glaucus, and remember that she was once a 
beautiful maiden and was changed into a 
snaky monster by Circe. She dwelt in a cave 
high up on the cliff, from whence she was 
accustomed to thrust forth her long necks 
(for she had six heads), and in each of her 
mouths seize one of the crew of every vessel  

passing within reach. The other terror, 
Charybdis, was a gulf, nearly on a level with 
the water. Thrice each day the water rushed 
into a frightful chasm, and thrice was dis-
gorged. Any vessel coming near the whirl-
pool when the tide was rushing in must in-
evitably be ingulfed; not Neptune (Poseidon) 
himself could save it. 

On approaching the haunt of the dread 
monsters, Ulysses kept strict watch to dis-
cover them. The roar of the waters as 
Charybdis ingulfed them, gave warning at a 
distance, but Scylla could nowhere be dis-
cerned. While Ulysses and his men watched 
with anxious eyes the dreadful whirlpool, they 
were not equally on their guard from the at-
tack of Scylla, and the monster, darting forth 
her snaky heads, caught six of his men, and 
bore them away, shrieking, to her den. It was 
the saddest sight Ulysses had yet seen; to 
behold his friends thus sacrificed and hear 
their cries, unable to afford them any assis-
tance. 

Circe had warned him of another danger. 
After passing Scylla and Charybdis the next 
land he would make was Thrinakia, an island 
whereon were pastured the cattle of 
Hyperion, the Sun, tended by his daughters 
Lampetia and Phaethusa. These flocks must 
not be violated, whatever the wants of the 
voyagers might be. If this injunction were 
transgressed destruction was sure to fall on 
the offenders. 

Ulysses would willingly have passed the 
island of the Sun without stopping, but his 
companions so urgently pleaded for the rest 
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and refreshment that would be derived from 
anchoring and passing the night on shore, 
that Ulysses yielded. He bound them, how-
ever, with an oath that they would not touch 
one of the animals of the sacred flocks and 
herds, but content themselves with what 
provision they yet had left of the supply 
which Circe had put on board. So long as 
this supply lasted the people kept their oath, 
but contrary winds detained them at the is-
land for a month, and after consuming all 
their stock of provisions, they were forced 
to rely upon the birds and fishes they could 
catch. Famine pressed them, and at length 
one day, in the absence of Ulysses, they 
slew some of the cattle, vainly attempting to 
make amends for the deed by offering from 
them a portion to the offended powers. 
Ulysses, on his return to the shore, was hor-
ror-struck at perceiving what they had done, 
and the more so on account of the porten-
tous signs which followed. The skins crept 
on the ground, and the joints of meat lowed 
on the spits while roasting. 

The wind becoming fair they sailed from 
the island. They had not gone far when the 
weather changed, and a storm of thunder 
and lightning ensued. A stroke of lightning 
shattered their mast, which in its fall killed 
the pilot. At last the vessel itself came to 
pieces. The keel and mast floating side by 
side, Ulysses formed of them a raft, to which 
he clung, and, the wind changing, the waves 
bore him to Calypso's island. All the rest of 
the crew perished. 

The following allusion to the topics we 
have just been considering is from Milton's 
"Comus," line 252:  

attributes of the gods. Calypso received 
Ulysses hospitably, entertained him magnifi-
cently, became enamoured of him, and 
wished to retain him for ever, conferring on 
him immortality. But he persisted in his reso-
lution to return to his country and his wife 
and son. Calypso at last received the com-
mand of Jove to dismiss him. Mercury 
(Hermes) brought the message to her, and 
found her in her grotto, which is thus de-
scribed by Homer: 

"A garden vine, luxuriant on all sides, 
Mantled the spacious cavern, cluster-hung 
Profuse; four fountains of serenest lymph, 
Their sinuous course pursuing side by side, 
Strayed all around, and everywhere ap- 

peared 
Meadows of softest verdure, purpled o'er 
With violets; it was a scene to fill 
A god from heaven with wonder and de-

light." 

Calypso with much reluctance pro-
ceeded to obey the commands of Jupiter. 
She supplied Ulysses with the means of 
constructing a raft, provisioned it well for 
him, and gave him a favouring gale. He sped 
on his course prosperously for many days, 
till at length, when in sight of land, a storm 
arose that broke his mast, and threatened 
to rend the raft asunder. In this crisis he 
was seen by a compassionate sea-nymph, 
who in the form of a cormorant alighted on 
the raft, and presented him a girdle, direct-
ing him to bind it beneath his breast, and if  

he should be compelled to trust himself to 
the waves, it would buoy him up and en-
able him by swimming to reach the land. 

Fenelon, in his romance of 
"Telemachus," has given us the adventures 
of the son of Ulysses in search of his fa-
ther. Among other places at which he ar-
rived, following on his father's footsteps, 
was Calypso's isle, and, as in the former 
case, the goddess tried every art to keep 
him with her, and offered to share her im-
mortality with him. But Minerva (Athena), 
who in the shape of Mentor accompanied 
him and governed all his movements, made 
him repel her allurements, and when no 
other means of escape could be found, the 
two friends leaped from a cliff into the sea, 
and swam to a vessel which lay becalmed 
off shore. 

"But not in silence pass Calypso's 
isles, 

The sister tenants of the middle deep; 
There for the weary still a haven 

smiles, 
Though the fair goddess long has 

ceased to weep, 
And o'er her cliffs a fruitless watch to 

keep 
For him who dared prefer a mortal 

bride. 
Here too his boy essayed the dreadful 

leap, 
Stern Mentor urged from high to yon-

der tide; 
While thus of both bereft the nymph-

queen doubly sighed." 

"...I have often heard 
My mother Circe and the Sirens three, 
Amidst the flowery-kirtled Naiades, 
Culling their potent herbs and baneful 

drugs, 
Who as they sung would take the 

prisoned soul 
And lap it in Elysium. Scylla wept, 
And chid her barking waves into atten-

tion, 
And fell Charybdis murmured soft ap-

plause." 

Scylla and Charybdis have become pro-
verbial, to denote opposite dangers which 
beset one's course 

CALYPSO 
Calypso was a sea-nymph, which name 

denotes a numerous class of female divini-
ties of lower rank, yet sharing many of the 
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CHRIS & MARY PAPOUTSY 
RECEIVE AWARD 

Chris and Mary Papoutsy of rye, NH 
are the recipients of the National 

Athenagoras Award which was presented 
to them on behalf of the New England 
Federation of Greek Orthodox Choirs by 
Steven Karidoyanes. (The charter of the 
new England Federation of Greek 

Orthodox Choirs includes the directive to 
cultivate and support the rich legacy of 
Greek folk music.) Chris and Mary 
Papoutsy, well known philanthropist in the 
Greek American community and the com-
munity at large, have steadfastly support-
ed the preservation, propagation and 
enrichment not only in New England but 
throughout America. They have worked 
tirelessly to perpetuate the love of Greek 

folk music throughout major performance 
and recording projects designed to foster 
enthusiasm for music of Hellenic lineage, 
with the proceeds from many of these 
activities benefiting The Greek Institute in 
Cambridge, MA and many church com-
munities throughout the United States and 
in Greece. In 1998, Chris and Mary 
Papoutsy organized the Celebration of 
Greek Music in America Concert at 
Harvard University. Nearly 70 musicians 
of Greek heritage participated in the stand-
ing-room only event. The performance 
culminated in a triple-CD set. Because of 
the enormous demand, Chris and Mary 
have co-founded, along with noted violin-
ist Fred Elias, the 25-piece Hellenic and 
Near 	Eastern 	Musical 	Society 
Orchestra. Unique in the United States, 
the varied instrumentation of this group 
includes a number of nontraditional and 
traditional folk instruments, permitting the 
group to offer a sophisticated and rich 
blend of traditional folk music and selec-
tions of contemporary Greek 
composers. The Orchestra has long range 
plans to develop material for music educa-
tion. 

REV. JAMES A. ALOUPIS 
RETIRES FROM PRIESTHOOD 

he Rev. Fr. James A. Aloupis, the pas- 
1 for of the St. Nicholas Church in 

Newark, NJ, has retired from the active 
priesthood. Fr. James is known as the 
"agape priest" for the unconditional love 
he has always offered his parishioners, the 
communities he served and all he met, 
whether at the parish, the home, the hospi-
tal, the nursing home, or the prison. A 
builder of bridges among men, Fr. James 
is respected and recognized within the 
Greek Orthodox Community and the com-
munity-at-large. He has been honored by 
the B `nai B'rith, the National Council 
Conference of Christians and Jews, and 
many other inter denominational 
groups. Fr. James serves as the official 
Eastern Orthodox Chaplain at the East 
Orange Veterans Hospital, chaplain for the 
Hellenic Post 440 of the American Legion 
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and its women's auxiliary and 
Distinguished Chaplain of Greek 
American Voters League of New 
Jersey. In 1967, Archbishop lakovos ele-
vated Fr. James to Protopresbyter and 
served as Archdiocesan Vicar of New 
Jersey in 1968. He was also elevated 
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne 
by Patriarch Athenagoras I in 1969. 

DIAMANTIDIS RECOGNIZED 
BY SALT LAKE COMMITTEE 

Tony Diamantidis, the founder of The 
Athens Environmental Foundation 

(AEF) with headquarters in Emryville, CA 
was recognized by the Olympic 
Organizing Committee of the Salt Lake 
City 2002 Winter Games by giving him 
the Environmental Education Award on 
February 19. Tony Diamantidis is 
Executive Director of the Athens 
Environmental Foundation. He is CEO of 
Chemical Safety Corp., an environmental 
management computer technology com-
pany based in Emeryville, CA and in 
Athens, Greece. He has served in senior 
environmental technology capacities in 
both public and corporate entities world-
wide, including the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the University of 
California and the United States 
Departments of Justice, Defense and 
Energy. He has advised numerous organ-
izing committees and sports related organ-
izations and has led environmental man-
agement systems development efforts for 
many organizations. He holds an MBA 
from St. Mary's College in California, a 
BA in English/ Communi-cations from 
Columbia University in New York and an 
AAS degree in Computer Science from 
Pace University in New York. 

THEODORE H. ELIOPOULOS IS 
CA DEPUTY TREASURER 

Theodore H. Eliopoulos has been 
appointed by California's treasurer 

Philip Angelides to be deputy treasurer of 
the state. As such, Mr. Eliopoulos will 
represent the treasurer on the boards of the 
California Public Employees Retirement 
System, the California State Teachers' 
Retirement System and the California 
Earthquake Authority. He will also over-
see the Investment, Cash Management, 
and Information Technology Divisions of 
the State Treasurer's Office, and will serve 

as Executive Secretary of the Local 
Advisory Investment Board. Theodore 
Eliopoulos has been president of Actium 
Development Corp. he served at the 
United States Department of Energy as 
Special Assistant to the Office of 
Environmental Management and was also 
an Associate Attorney for Latham & 
Watkins. 

PETER TSOKANIS INDUCTED TO 
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 

Men I came to Wentworth it was only 
udding now it's a major campus. 1 am 

proud to say that Wentworth laid the founda-
tion for what 1 am today 1 am also proud to 
note that there are three registered architects, 
including me, in this inaugural class of the 
Hall of Fame. So said Peter Tsokanis of 
Brockton, MA during ceremonies during 
which he was inducted into the newly created 
Athletic Hall of Fame at Wentworth Institute 
in Boston, MA. A member of the class of 
1952, Peter Tsokanis' athletic career began at 
Brockton High where he excelled in track. He 
used his breakaway speed to fashion a stand-
out three-sport career at Wentworth. He was 
center field on the baseball team, forward on 
the basketball team and end on the football 
team. Mr. Tsokanis, a steward at the 
Annunciation Parish in Brockton, a member 
of Alpha Omega and an Ahepan, is a success-
ful architect in the Boston area. 

REV. SPYRIDMARKS 50TH 
YEAR OF ORDINATION 

The Rev. Fr. Spyridon Papademetriou of 
Reading, PA has been a Priest for 50 

years. Born in Petralono, Karpenision, 
Greece, he is a 1953 graduate of Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 
Brookline. He was ordained to the dea-
conate by Archbishop Ezekiel of blessed 
memory and served at the Annunciation 
Parish in Newburyport, MA from 1951 to 
1959 when he went to the St. Spyridon 
Parish in Newport, RI where he served until 
1974 when he was assigned to the St. 
Matthew church in Reading, PA. He served 
that community until his retirement in 1997. 
Father Spyridon was designated a 
Protopresbyter in 1971 and Priest of the Year 
in the Pittsburgh Diocese in 1996. He was 
also honored by the local chapter of Ahepa 
and by the Holy Cross Alumni. Father has 
served a director of the Reading Berks 
Conference of Churches; president of the 
Greater Reading Ministium; director of the 
American Lung Association and president of 
the Orthodox Council of Churches of South 
Eastern Pennsylvania. He and Presbytera 
Metaxia (Zerveas) are the parents of Ourania 
Belisonzi of Philadelphia and Stanley of 
Reading. Another son, Constantine, died in 
1991. They are also the grandparents of five. 

DR. GEORGE BEBIS HONORED 
FOR 40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Dr. George Bebis, Professor of 
Patristics at Hellenic College-Holy 

Cross, is retiring after 40 years of 
service. He will be feted at a dinner in his 
honor on March 11. George Bebis grew 
up in Rethimnon, Crete. He arrived to 

Boston at the age of 
18 to study at Holy 
Cross. Following 
his studies at Holy 
Cross, George Bebis 
received a Masters 
of Sacred Theology 
from 	Harvard 
Divinity School and 
a 	Doctor 	of 
Theology from the 

University of Athens. He began teachin at 
Holy Cross in 1962. Prof. Bebis's aca-
demic work has focused on the Greek 
Fathers of the early and Byzantine periods 
of the Church. Prof. Bebis has published 
numerous articles and book reviews in the 
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area of patristics and has received several 
academic awards throughout the years. In 
1994, he was elected a Visiting Professor 
of the School of Theology of the 
University of Athens. He retires with the 
honorary title "Professor of Patrology 
Emeritus." 

LILY BENTAS of Boston MA, was 
named the number one achiever among 
the Top 100 Women-led businesses in 
Massachusetts. Mrs. Bentas is the CEO 
of Cumberland Farms. Rankings were 
based on gross revenue figures for 2000. 
Cumberland Farms' was $1.6 billion! 

PETER "PAN" PANAGIOTIS of 
Pawtucket, RI is a legend in the ocean 
state and a Surfing Hall of Famer in 
Narragansett since 1996. He began surf-
ing in 1964 and today, at the age of 51, 
still enjoys the competitive aspect of the 
sport. Peter is a winner of hundreds of 
tournaments, the first of which was in 
1968, a WPRO Invitational which led to 
his winning the New England 
Championships in the summer of 
1968. Since then, he has competed all 
over the United States, in Europe and 
Australia. Recently, he traveled to Cocoa 
Beach, FL for the National Kidney 
Foundation Surfing Invitational. Peter 
serves on the board of the Assumption 
Parish in Pawtucket. 

PETER PREVOLOS is the General 
Chairman of the organizing Committee 
of the 36th Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress which will be held in the San 
Francisco Diocese in July. The theme of 
the Congress is "Offering Our Orthodox 
Faith to Contemporary America". 

GEORGE D. BERHARIS of 
Tewksbury, MA, chairman of the 
Gainesborough 	Investments 	in 
Lexington, MA, is the guest speaker at 
the 10th Business Networking 
Symposium of the Hellenic Business 
Network (HBN) on March 14 at the 
Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel in 
Boston. His title will be, "Self Analysis 

for Success." The March 14 gathering 
also marked the fourth anniversary of 
HBN. 

LEE PLAKAS of Akron OH, was hon-
ored with the 2001 Outstanding Alumni 
Award from the University of Akron 
School of Law. Mr. Plakas is managing 
partner in the firm of Tzangas, Plakas, 
Manos & Recupero in Canton and 
Akron. 	A 1976 graduate of the 
University of Akron School of Law, Lee 
Plakas is certified as a civil trial law spe-
cialist by the National Board of Trial 

Advocacy and practices law in civil liti-
gation. A former president of the Stark 
County and Summit County Trial 
Lawyers Associations, Mr. Plakas lec-
tures frequently to lawyers in profession-
al seminars and to college classes and 
community organizations. 

DEANNA PIHOS, a graduate of 
Northwestern University and a communi-
cant of the Holy Apostles Church in 
Westchester, IL is serving an internship 
in the Illinois Governor's office on the 
policy advisors team on community 
development and small business 
issues. In college, Deanna majored in 
social policy. 

FR. GEORGE PAPADEAS of Daytone 
Beach, FL will mark the 60th year of his 
ordination to the Holy Priesthood on 
March 25. A member of the Theological 
Schools Class of 1942 (first class in 
Pomfret, CT), Fr. George was the first 
American-born Priest to be ordained in 

the Archdiocese. 

TED LEONSIS, an America-On -Line 
executive and owner of the National 
Hockey League's Washington Capitals 
placed number 11 on the "Sporting 
News" weekly magazine's top most influ-
ential people in sports. Mr. Leonsis is 
also a minority owner of the National 
Basketball Association's Washington 
Wizards and the MCI Center arena. He 
was influential in coaxing Michael Jordan 
out of retirement to play for the 
Wizards. BOB COSTAS, the popular 
broadcaster was also on the list, placing 
#91. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE JOHN 
KACAVAS (D-Manchester) is a candidate 
for Executive Council, District Four. He is 
a former homicide prosecutor in the NH 
Attorney General's Office. Mr. Kacavas is 
a lifelong resident of Manchester. He is a 
graduate of Central High School and he 
holds degrees from St. Michael's College, 
the American University and Boston 
College Law School.. Rep. Kacavas and his 
wife Mindy are the parents of three sons. 

PETER AND MICHELLE 
CHRISAFIDEIS of Marlboro, MA are 
the parents of triplet daughters, Isabella, 

Sofia and Alexandra. Proud grandfather 
is the Rev. Fr. Peter Chrisafideis and the 
thrilled yiayia is Georgia Chrisafideis. 

NICHOLAS JAMES TZITZON and 
MARGUERITE 	(DROSSOS) 
ROSINSKI, are two Greek Americans 
who have been named as key aides to 
Mayor John Guerin in Haverhill, 
MA. James Tzitzon will serve as 
Assistant to the Mayor and Chief of 
Government Affairs. 	Marguerite 
Drossos Rosinski will serve as the 
Mayor's Liaison to the office of 
Economic Development with a focus on 
small business. 
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