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to the EDITOR 
" We fight the terrorists and we fight all of those who give 

them aid. America has a message for the nations of the 
world: If you harbor terrorists, you are terrorists. If you 
train or arm a terrorist, you are a terrorist. If you feed a 
terrorist or fund a terrorist, you're a terrorist, and you will 
be held accountable by the United States and our friends. " 

President George W Bush 

(Thanksgiving speech at Fort Campbell, KY) 

Letters 

"I Love Greece 
and America" 

Dear Editor: 
I want to commend you for the re-

cent piece in the magazine on the 
double tragedy in New York and Wash-
ington, D.C. and the anti-Americanism 
in Greece. 

I don't often agree with this coun-
try, and growing up here I've certainly 
have a love-hate relationship with the 
U.S., but I also recognize that this 
country has given me and my family a 
lot. It's been a tough struggle at times, 
and I've experienced subtle forms of 
racism (who hasn't in life?), but there 
is still much good about this country. 

The war going on in Afghanistan has 
upset many of our compatriots in 
Greece, many of who don't like the 
U.S. I don't likethis war either. I worry 
that we may be losing cherished free-
doms in this country. I also wonder if 
our bombs aren't going to create more 
terrorists. 

But your piece made me think about 
the larger issue of life and death in 
modern times. Too often anti-Ameri- 

"Distressing" 
Dear Editor: 
It is distressing to read in your maga-

zine letters and articles emphasizing 
negative feelings between Greek Ameri-
cans and the citizens of Greece over the 
tragedy of September 11. 

I am a native of Cyprus who chose 
to live in this great country. Greece and 
Cyprus are the motherland for me; 
America is the fatherland. I love them  

canism is crouched in deeply political 
and historical terms, while some ac-
tions go beyond politics to strike at 
something deep and resonant within a 
society. A death in Greece is the same 
as a death anywhere, but planes crash-
ing into buildings and killing thousands 
in gruesome ways goes beyond any-
thing political. 

I love Greece and I also love 
America. This may be a contradiction 
to some and not an easy balance for 
me either. But I think the two societies 
have much in common, and the recent 
events may have exposed this, even as 
many Greeks show their distaste for the 
U.S. Let us not forget, Greece a few 
thousands years ago was once an em-
pire, too! 

I hope your piece sparks further dia-
logue. You raised an important issue 
and I'd love to see it debated in the 
magazine. It's a new century and a new 
millenium, and democracy may be the 
victor for it! 

Kindly, 
Taso G. Lagos 
Seattle, WA 

all equally. 
The average American citizen is 

good and generous but quite naïve about 
foreign affairs. Many Americans Ask: 
"Why do they hate us?" The world does 
not hate the American people. They hate 
our foreign policy and the arrogance of 
power. Our government has a system of 
selective justice. When Cyprus was in-
vaded, a local delegation went to plead 
with our congressman about justice for 
Cyprus. He was very blunt and to the  

point that the interests of the United 
States superseded the freedom of 
Cyprus. 

Greek citizens may hold grudges 
over the junta dictatorship and the 
Cyprus invasion by Turkey. The Arabs 
are mad because our policy always fa-
vors Israel. Latin America has grudges 
because we armed and patronized so 
many dictators who brutalized their 
people. We sheltered the likes of 
Sukarno of Indonesia for decades know-
ing that they were ruthless despots. We 
now embrace the Chinese and the Rus-
sians but consider Castro of Cuba a bad 
leader. Shall I go on about Panama and 
Iraq etc., etc.? No wonder the former 
American Ambassador Peck stated dur-
ing an interview on T.V. that "we had it 
coming because what goes around 
comes around." I do not believe in the 
cliché: "My country right or wrong." In 
a free society we must admit errors and 
injustice and strive to correct our ac-
tions. This great country can do better. 

Sincerely, 
Gabriella Kolias 

Editors note: No matter how "dis-
tressing" some letters to the editor 
may be, much more distressing is the 
anti-americanism prevailing in 
Greece and the insults against the 

Afghanistan is just the be-
ginning on the war against 
terror. There are other ter-
rorists who threaten Ame-
rica and our friends, and 
there are other nations 
willing to sponsor them. 
We will not be secure as a 

nation until all of these 
threats are defeated. 
Across the world and 

across the years, we will 
fight these evil ones, and 
we will win." 

President George W Bush 
(Thanksgiving speech at Fort 

Campbell, KY) 
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Greece's Long Term Interests United States. Take the latest example: 
Well-known singer Notis Sfakianakis, 
interviewed on Antena Ti< character-
ized the United States as 
"natuat3o6pa". Even Osama bin Laden 
did not go that far... 

"On Double Tragedy" 
Dear Editor: 
I'd like to take this opportunity to 

congratulate you on the brilliant and 
patriotic editorial DOUBLE TRAG-
EDY which appeared in the October 
issue. 

Your editorial helped heal my bro-
ken heart and relieve my embarrass-
ment and utter disgust with the ungrate-
ful citizens of the once "Glorious 
Greece." My only consolation at this 
time is the threat from my Greek rela-
tives and friends to never visit Greece 
again. 

Without the benefit of American 
dollars spent in Greece every year and 
the probability of an international boy-
cott of the 2004 Olympic Games, 
Greece might return to an underdevel-
oped poor country which it so richly 
deserves. 

God Bless America and God Bless 
Peter Makrias for having the courage 
to tell it like it is. 

Sincerely, 
Helen Sebekos 
Paterson, NJ 

rpatitta Opoycvii 
alto Tip Acppuifi 

Ayairita Ke EK6oti: 
Etna. avac Sativo-vottocupptKavoc, 

EXA.IvrKfic llITTIKOoTT1Tac, Kat 071066■16a 
GTTIV Mcyakil Bpctavict. NtthOut 
EX2olvac, ccogaV EXITIVag, xctipogat Kat 
itovato 4apovta; -mug EXXrprec Kat TTIV 
EX-kat6a. "Ei)ifvricra crligcpct to rcpwi Kelt 
ppliKOL TO ICE pto6oco act; to (70120:5Vt Kat 
SEN/ itiC5TElla Tel OM 1100 EcptaXicovtac 
TO. H (17[01/011TEOCST1 Tow tpi.Xcov gag 
Ekkqvo-ageptKawbv JAE auvtapac, 
irpticEt vet no. Hpouv crtiv Ouakkia &ray 
ytvc to tpayuckcpo CtaTtKo crupl3av 

MTh/ tcrtopia Kat 61/CSTUXCbc Ta Ei6a Oka 
alto TM/ aprij gaxpt TO TEX0c COVTCIA/61 
GTO BBC. 

Exougc auvnOiact va ilktirouge 
TETOta. <COEEtliCtTet>> ROVO uric tatvicg Too 

Dear Peter: 
Congratulations on your well rea-

soned and forceful editorials on the 
shameful reactions in Greece to the ter-
rorist attack on New York. The letters 
from Mr. Parlamis and others properly 
express the profound indignation that 
we Greek Americans feel about the 
widespread anti-American attitude in 
our motherland. Unfortunately it seems 
part of a piece with the unsolved mur-
ders of U.S. officials in Greece and the 
incessant whining about the junta and 
the Cyprus issue, with the United States 

Steven Spielberg 11E T11 Stayopa Ott 
cKcivri tl  giulka tpurftatc ocv rltav Katifoto 
uncpgcycvOugavo texvtKo cpi akkat 
Eva; oga5tKoc tpovog cpyacogavwv 
avOpthircov — tckcitoc, ga TEXE1.0); (106COV. 
°TOW TOAKEt ta010E66011KOLV EKX,El6Ct triv 
tnXcopacm Kat EVUOCSOL Eva pol3o ?LE; Kat 
111.10UVa o iatoc 015ga -Eric tcp&g EETet-
CTEOlc, TOD OX0KallTd4tUTOg, 7EV1Kot 
01tOtaafITCOTE 	EKTEXECTECO; OLV- 
Opthircov, avoxot because they were just... 
being. Mstot alto Xiyo lipOe Eva; yvwcitog 
you ycgatoc xagoycXa. ACV avtaSpacia 
ytati. fRepa Ott 11T0tV (1.1ETEt 
C71)72CGOACTE(00 I3kA:1)(aq. To xetpotcpo 
apaptitta EIVOR 	OXaKEICE KOR 6cv 
OcpaircUcta.t. 

To tcpacitto7tapEt7TOVO TCOU 6tottpaxct 
Tt; CY6A,16Ec Too TE6X014 (NOE1.1(3p10; 
2001) 6cv TO 6EX01.1111 CYTOV Pa0p6 T11; 
017COXOToTT1Tac 7T01) icapouciolcatat. 
EKto; 0613ata ctv iced ovete touo aol3apot 
Ta avaK8ota Kat TOUg (5XXOUg ata 
yiptcSa. OaXto va 6tcuKptviaco Ott &sot 
you ax01.)V 11El <<KalEL TOlic EKCIA/CtV>> EiVal 
OtT01.1Ct gE c4ttpcttKat xamitkli VOTR10156VT1 
Kat atpotpucti avtauyq. Eav EXXiivac, 
Ovtag crtnv EXXIloa, xcogavoc 1.1UTUUTTIV 
KOLVaWia, 6Ctc TO XECO Suvatil, gag KO-
TETIKCLV Ta TC661Ct 13Xtitovtac TO CtEpoitMvo 
va ciuyKpoi)etat pc TOO; 6i601.1014 
iti)pyoug. 0 op06; Koapo; c66) cyrriv 
EA.2t6t6ct crtp10rpcc pltpoath GE (AC( aura 
Kett okot EEpoopE tt 4tiCt EXEC rl  7VC61111 
TOO CSOVET011, vmpetktou, CCITpOKa-
T62017TTOU Kat toltvou E2ativct. Ythp-
xouv Kett of PkEtKE; COLX6t (I/OLIVE-Mt 1.16V0 
CtUTOE; EISCLTE. 

Eivat crigavrtKo vet 1.111V gircpocutei 
0 aVTI-Cti_tEpticavtalioc 1.1E TO moves TIN 
11 Eciftcapiou. 6,EV ElVal ToCTO Wad TU. 
itpaygata Oita); Ta Ei6E OK. Miroug.« Av 
Say E1CSTE gaci gag, EiCYTE pc autoi)g». I 
think you can do better than that, Oa tot)  

being blamed for both of these Greek 
fiascoes. 

Regrettably, anti-Americanism in 
Greece is not new. I experienced it per-
sonally twenty years ago, when I was 
an assistant secretary in the Reagan Ad-
ministration on an official visit to 
Greece. When I was being driven to the 
Athens airport in an embassy car, we 
stopped at a traffic light. A woman walk-
ing by who recognized the car muttered 
through the open window, "vromo-
Amerikanos," that is, "stinking Ameri-
can," not knowing that I understood her 

Ckcya. H Ella/ECM ato AteOvag Kavtpo 
Egifopiou Sev fitav gta citiOccri CSTIg 
HI1A akXat CSTOV iroktttagavo Kocigo. 
Mia EirlOccin CSTOV "Dr. Smith" zoo 
gaccuc xpliguta yta va 61TOU6etent TO 
nat.& Too, 0711V "Miss Goldwing" zoo 
110EXc va KEtVEL Ina Kaptapa yta vet 
aTE06EtiEt CSTOV ECtUTo Tug Ott giropci, Kat 
vet tiny  Wax:mope Toy "Bill" TON/ 
TrupoupCatri, Toy "Rocco" Toy 
uctXoKotOaptatli Kat oXoug too; aXXoug 
cruvavOpciiifoug gag. flu ocioug aKoga 
Sicapawoov pc Tel IfEy0VoTe/ GTO BlETVEt[1, 
IpEtK, ep(3ia KtX. Eivat 1101Kt) 
uiroxpauxiii gag va gip/ toug TallTic001.1E 
KatcuOcictv tptkapatxta too yvaxita 
Zotou6apa1ct tpogoKpati. Ot HnA 

X.01)V 6KOTCbC7El, akkEt Exouv acbact 
rcap1kAtika, aXA1 a; priv 4exvapc, Exouv 
crico-rthcset Kat EKE1 not) ocv Tic ETEE(pTE 
A,61,0c. Eivat gta kagirpli xthpa pc 
ptcy6tXct ern:tat:qua-fa, caka Kat ico?Jul 
ka011. Acv ptath icavva kao ytati 
Kavgva; kao; 6cv anotpacsget, of noXt- 
T1K 01 	ctifotpaalcouv 	Kat autoi 
EK7TpOCYONTOEV Ta Kpatri. AUICEttlett,n0ll 0 
K6C7).10c Tel 132‘,ETEEt act Ilairpot-gui)pa. Ot 
7TOXATtKOI gag xpoPouv !topic; callOctc; 
Kett cpcic ElliCtaTE Ct1t6XUTOlyta auto zoo 
EiflaCYTE ilutuctOci; rat( OCUTOti TO 
OaXouvc. Ayairauo triv EXka8a, Octuggco 
-ct; HI1A, kunapat okov Toy Kocspo yta 
auto not) itcpvazt. Av Katt npenct va 
TECt7K0CAtOltOtT10E1, EiVat r1 o-ugirovta. 

Mc uplift', 
rethpytoc IotiXtog ilepoticric 
NiKata, netpata; 

For Greek Recipes: 
WWW. 

Estiator 
.cum 
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only too well. 
My son and his new bride were 

planning to vacation in Greece, and he 
was looking forward with pride to 
showing her his ancestral homeland. 
But the anti-American riots taking 
place during President Clinton's visit 
persuaded them to go to Portugal in-
stead. Now I wonder if they will ever 
get to Greece. 

As Americans avoid Greece like the 
plague, I doubt that Fundamentalist 
Moslems will take up the economic 
slack. In Greece, political and religious 
leaders, opinion molders in the media 
and academia, and influential figures 
in all other walks of life in Greece had 
better think deeply about where 
Greece's long-term interest lies and 
who has vowed to destroy Western 
civilization—Greece's greatest contri-
bution to mankind. Then they should 
make that opinion clear to all and aim  

to divert Greece from its current willful 
path of self-destruction. 

Sincerely yours, 
E.S. Savas 
Tenafly, NJ 

Editor's Note: Dr. Savas is a profes-
sor in the School of Public Affairs of 

Baruch College of the City University 
of New York. President Reagan ap-
pointed him Assistant Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. Before that he served 
as First Deputy City Administrator of 
New York, appointed by Mayor Lind-
say. He is an expert in privatization; he 
has worked in this field in 49 countries, 
and his books have been published in 
fifteen foreign editions, including 
Greek. 

"To those who pit Americans against immigrants and citizens 
against noncitizens, to those who scare peace-loving people 
with phantoms of lost liberty, my message is this: Your tac-
tics only aid terrorists, for they erode our national unity and 
diminish our resolve. They give ammunition to America's 
enemies, and pause to America's friends. They encourage 
people of good will to remain silent in the face of evil. Our 
efforts have been crafted carefully to avoid infringing on con-
stitutional rights while saving American lives. 11 

Attorney General John Ashcroft 

(Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing Dec. 6th) 

New Rochelle Church 
Donates $54,000 

The Holy Trinity, Greek Orthodox 
Church of New Rochelle, in Weschester 
County, NY, announced a donation in 
excess of $54,000 for the benefit of the 
children of all the victims of the 
September 11 attacks on America. The 
donation is being sent to the September 
11 Relief Fund, Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America. 

The funds represent all the profits 
from the community's September 
Grecian festival. Father Nicholas Anctil, 
Pastor of the Parish, The Board of 
Trustees of the Parish and a membership 
of more than 500 families, with this 
donation, honor the community's creed 
"to those to whom much is given much 
is required." 

For Greek Recipes 
Go To: 

www.estiatorcorn 
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The Holiday season is the best time to sup-
port the Greek Children's Fund at the Me-
morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, the 
best in the world in the treatment of cancer. 

The main goal of the Fund is to meet the 
needs of the growing number of Greek-

speaking patients (about 500 each year) who 
come to the Center for treatment unavailable 
in Greece. 

The Fund was established by Mr. Stanley 
Matthews and it is administered by the De-
partment of Social Work at the Center. It is 
supported by 40 volunteers through fund-
raising efforts and events for the children and 
their families. 

The Fund pays the $20.00 per night at the 
Ronald McDonald House for the housing of 
the patients and their families. 

Your support is vital 

and can make 

the crucial difference 

as these young patients 

battle for their lives. 

This task became more difficult lately be-
cause of the limited availability of rooms at 
the McDonald House. The Fund often pays 
for high-priced hotel accommodations for 
families that arrive from Greece, draining its 
resources. 

The Greek Children's Fund also provides 
subsidies for food and transportation ex-
penses and covers the salary of a bilingual 
social worker at the hospital who meets with 
the families upon their arrival, assists in the 
admissions, helps them in obtaining hous-
ing and works with the Fund's Committee. 

Now, more than ever, the Greek Children's 
Fund needs your support in assisting the un-
fortunate children. 

The Greek Children's Fund Committee 
takes this opportunity to wish you and your 
family healthy and happy holidays. 

Please complete and mail your contribution to: 

Greek Children's Fund 
P.O. Box 541500 
Flushing, N.Y. 11354 

Enclosed find my contribution of $ 	 

NAME 	  

ADDRESS 	  

CITY 	 ZIP 	 
.1 
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On Terrorism in Greece 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES: In Greece, assassination of Americans and attacks on American property 

have become routine... Bush should consider pressing to move the Olympics to a safer country. 

Following is an editorial published in the Washington 
Post on November 25, 2001 

Has Greece become a danger zone for Americans and Ameri-
can businesses? So it would seem. The latest incident is a bomb 
explosion outside an American Express bank branch in a suburb 
of Athens. So far no arrests, and no claims of responsibility. 
That's nothing new. In Greece, assassination of Americans and 
attacks on American property have become routine. Most re-
cently, terrorists bombarded the U.S. embassy in central Athens 
and assassinated the British defense attache. Earlier, attempts on 
the lives of the Dutch and German ambassadors were made. 
Within the last 25 years, there have been assassinations of an 
American diplomat and three American military officers and life-
threatening attacks on 30 other U.S. officials. During this reign of 
terror, there have been no arrests, no suspects and no convic-
tions. 

If the Greek government has granted terrorists immunity, the 
rest of the civilized world has a problem: Athens will be the scene 
of the Olympics in 2004. Are we going to witness a tragedy like 
the one on Sept. 5, 1972, at the Munich Olympics, when 11 Israeli 
athletes were assassinated by a Palestinian terrorist group that 
called itself Black September, a covert unit of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization? All competing athletes, especially Ameri-
can athletes, are potential targets of the so-called November 17, 
a terrorist organization that surfaced in 1975 to commemorate 
suppression of a student uprising by an earlier military dictator- 

ship. 
We have the word of a former U.S. ambassador to Athens, Tho-

mas Niles, who told the New York Times that there are links between 
Greece's ruling political elite and November 17. He said he had given 
Greek authorities a list of potential suspects linked to the terrorist 
organization, a Marxist-Leninist group with sympathizers including 
"prominent members of Greek society." 

November 17 is an equal opportunity terrorist network; scores of 
Greek citizens have also been assassinated. Last year, there were 
100 political bombings. November 17 uses high explosives, mortars 
and rocket grenades, mostly stolen from Greek police and military 
arsenals. Same story: no arrests, no suspects, no convictions and 
no serious investigations. 

Wayne Merry— a former State and Pentagon official who worked 
in Athens — tried in vain to get the Greek government to do some-
thing about this reign of terrorism. "The chances the terrorists will 
be caught," he writes in the Weekly Standard, "are very low, but the 
chances for more American victims are high." 

There is no question that American athletes and tourists will be 
targeted by November 17. The Greek government has demonstrated 
that it is incapable of stopping these criminals. Two years ago, former 
CIA Director James Woolsey and Ambassador L. Paul Bremmer III, 
who headed a congressional inquiry into fighting terrorism, sug-
gested that Greece be put on the list of countries facing sanctions 
for failing to do anything about November 17. The Bush administra-
tion should seriously consider pressing to move the Olympics to a 
country where Americans will be safer than they will be in Athens. 

An Answer from the Greek Embassy 
One of the safest democracies in Europe, Greece cooperates with the FBI 

Following is a letter from Achilles 
Paparsenos, Press Counselor of 
the Embassy of Greece in Wash-
ington, DC, answering the Wash-
ington Times editorial: 

From its headline to its last sentence urging 
a change of venue for the 2004 Olympics, your 
Nov. 25 editorial "A reign ofterror in Greece" is 
so malicious that one is compelled to question 
your motivation. Reading it, one wonders 
whether it is targeting an enemy of the United 
States rather than an ally that has been stand-
ing alongside the United States in the fight 
against international terrorism and closely co-
operating for the eradication of domestic ter-
rorism. 

Those in the U.S. government and the 12 
million tourists who safely visit Greece every 
year certainly will disagree with your portrayal 
of the country, one of the safest democracies 
in Europe, as a haven for terrorists who kill at 
random in the streets of Athens or bomb for-
eign embassies. 

Though reprehensible, it is amazing that a 
victimless explosion outside a building that 
houses a suburban American Express office, 
no doubt the work of a misguided individual, 
would suddenly provoke a rehash of all the 
hyperbolic accusations made by a small num-
ber of former U.S. officials. These individuals 
have never responded to repeated invitations 
to produce evidence of their damaging claims, 
and their recommendations have been rejected 
repeatedly by the Bush administration and 

Congress. 
It also is astonishing that your editorial 

states that the "assassination of Americans 
and attacks on American property have be-
come routine." Most of the 21 victims since 
1975 have been Greeks, but four have been 
U.S. officials, whose families' grief we share. 
However, this tragic and unacceptable loss of 
human life is far from a "routine" occurrence in 
Greece. 

So, far from "granting terrorists immunity," 
as you suggest, the Greek government, with 
the full cooperation of the FBI (which has op-
erated an office in Athens for the past 10 years), 
British and other European law enforcement 
agencies, has made diligent efforts to track 
down and bring to justice those responsible 
for these attacks. As you correctly say, those 
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efforts have not succeeded so far. However, 
this is not for lack of effort or political will. 
Indeed, two suspected terrorists were killed in 
a confrontation with police, and others have 
been investigated and arrested. In a democratic 
country, however, credible and strong evidence 
is needed to convict in a court of law. Unlike 
organized and identifiable terror groups in 
other countries, Greece's November 17 crimi-
nals are a small, elusive, clandestine group, 
which acts sporadically against specific tar-
gets and is extremely difficult to penetrate. They 
are like the Unabomber, who evaded capture 
in the United States for more than 18 years, or 
the perpetrator of the bombing at the 1996 At-
lanta Olympics, who remains at large five years 
later. 

Greece's commitment to tackling the prob-
lem is recognized in the latest terrorism report 
by the U.S. State Department, in April, which 
stated that the "Greek government has under-
taken some meaningful steps to combat ter-
rorism." This is conveniently ignored in your 
editorial, as are expressions of appreciation by 
Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and other 
U.S. officials for the military and other facilities 
that Greece has provided to the United States 
in its anti-terrorism campaign. 

Today, more than ever, fighting terrorism is 
one of the highest priorities of the Greek gov-
ernment and, more than ever, Greeks feel the 
urgency and clearly see the dangers of this 
scourge. 

In its stepped-up anti-terror program, the 
Greek government last summer passed legis-
lation that streamlines the judicial process in 
terrorist trials, provides for DNA testing, con-
veys broader police surveillance powers and 
establishes a witness protection program. A 
reward of more than $4 million has been of-
fered for information, using confidential hot 
lines, leading to the apprehension of terror-
ists. With good police work, international co-
operation and the support of the public, we 
hope the desired results will come soon. Au-
thorities will not rest until the terrorists are be-
hind bars. 

This effort has been intensified in view of 
the approaching 2004 Olympic Games. A com-
prehensive security plan costing more than 
$600 million has been approved by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee (IOC) and is up-
graded constantly. It provides for thousands 
of special security units, surveillance cameras 
and border guards to prevent problems,  

whether from a domestic or foreign source. An 
international advisory group also has been 
formed, with security experts from the United 
States, Israel, Britain, Germany, Australia, Spain 
and France, offering their expertise to the Greek 
authorities. Greek police officers observed the 
security measures of the Sydney Olympics and 
are already in Salt Lake City for the Winter Olym-
pic Games. 

In addition to the approval of the IOC 
itself, senior officials of the United States 
including President Bush and Mr. Powell  

have looked forward to the successful and 
trouble-free Olympics in the land of their 
ancient birth. The U.S. ambassador to Greece, 
Thomas Miller, responded to the points 
raised by your editorial in a TV interview in 
Athens Monday. He spoke of the "excellent 
cooperation" between Greece and the United 
States in confronting the terrorist threat and 
assured his audience that he feels perfectly 
safe in Athens, where, he added, both he 
and his wife were glad to be assigned for the 
third time. 
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US Bows to Turkey 
By IAN URBINA 
The Nation Magazine 

Alongside the White House and the 
Capitol building on the alleged terrorist 
hit list for September 11 was another, 
little-noticed target: Incirlik, a US airbase 
in southern Turkey. In a recent raid on a 
suspect's apartment in Detroit, the FBI 
found extensive drawings and materials 
relating to the base. Why Incirlik? 

For the past ten years the base has been 
home to several thousand US military per-
sonnel and the fifty US fighter planes 
used for bombing the northern no-fly zone 
in Iraq. But it was during the Gulf War 
that the base earned its notoriety in the 
region. Throughout the war, Incirlik 
served as a headquarters of US opera-
tions, providing the launching pad for 
major troop offensives and thousands of 
bombing missions. 

Built in 1951 by US Army engineers 
as a cold war outpost, Incirlik is one of 
the most strategically important footholds 
for the United States in the Middle East. 
It is not only within striking distance of 
Iran and Syria but also a short flight from 
the oil- and gas-rich former Soviet repub-
lics. Recent events have further enhanced 
the base's value; Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld has even floated the 
idea of shifting the center of future re-
gional operations there. With the immi-
nent possibility of stepped-up attacks on 
Iraq, this shift could occur sooner rather 
than later. 

The recent history of Incirlik offers a 
small window on the moral incoherence 
and dubious alliances that characterize 
US foreign policy in the region. Since 
Turkey reviews US access to the base 
every six months, it has had a powerful 
lever with which to influence the United 
States—and in turn, the United States has 
made costly compromises to preserve its 
access. "If a Turkish Ayatollah Khomeini 
came to power tomorrow," a high-level 
military official recently commented to 
me, "the US would still stay on bended 
knee to avoid losing that base." 

The most scandalous of these compro- 

mises involves the US role in northern 
Iraq. The ostensible humanitarian pur-
pose of the northern no-fly zone is to safe-
guard 3.3 million Iraqi Kurds. Unfortu-
nately, US concern for the Kurds extends 
only to those being attacked by our en-
emy Saddam, not to those being attacked 

by our ally Turkey. Over the past four-
teen years more than 23,000 Kurds fight-
ing for greater autonomy and self-deter-
mination in southern Turkey and north-
ern Iraq have died at Turkish hands. When 
Turkey sends US-made F-16s or thou-
sands of troops to attack the Kurds across 
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the border, as it did last December, Wash-
ington looks the other way. It's an "ob-
scene piece of hypocrisy," writes John 
Nichol, the British pilot who was shot 
down in 1991 and tortured by Iraqi forces. 
"Turkish authorities ground our aircraft 
so that their own can attack the very 
Kurds that [we were] protecting just a few 
hours before." One investigation by Air 
Force Times revealed that the Turks were 
grounding more than 50 percent of US 
missions. 

Incirlik is a factor on other fronts as 
well. Last year our House of Representa-
tives was poised to vote on a resolution to 
recognize the 1915 Turkish massacre of 
an estimated 1.5 million Armenians. As the 
bill gathered support, Turkish officials 
threatened to end US access to Incirlik. 
President Clinton quickly persuaded the 
bill's sponsor to drop it. 

After September 11, Washington imme-
diately turned to Turkey, the only Muslim 
nation in NATO, for public support. Turk-
ish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit enthusi-
astically stepped forward, while also criti-
cizing past US softness toward terrorism 
as an attitude of "let the snake that does 
not bite me live for a thousand years." 
Meanwhile, despite the fact that more than 
70 percent of Turkish citizens oppose US 
military action against Afghanistan, the 
government has already begun making 
widespread arrests of human rights work-
ers and leftists protesting the recent 
airstrikes. 

Emboldened by a sense of indispens-
ability, Turkish generals have been appear-
ing regularly on television boasting that 

Turkey will be admitted to the European 
Union, a long-sought goal. But the consti-
tutional reforms recently passed by the 
Turkish Parliament duck the main human 
rights requirements demanded by the EU 
as a condition of admission. "It's a step 
backward," says Elizabeth Andersen, ex-
ecutive director of the Europe and Central 
Asia division of Human Rights Watch. 
Where real improvements might previ-
ously have been possible, the Turks are 
now advancing mere "cosmetic measures 
to ease relations with international part-
ners." The death penalty and basic limita-
tions on the right of ethnic minorities to 
free expression are safeguarded, and pro-
visions in the Constitution that facilitate 
the widespread use of torture remain un-
changed. The few improvements Turkey 
has made do not apply to the southern 
Kurdish regions, where almost all of the 
cases of torture occur. 

Despite its abysmal human rights 
record, Turkey is one of the largest re-
cipients of US arms, which average more 
than $800 million annually. This number 
is sure to grow now that Washington plans 
to pay for Turkish support with increased 
weapons transfers. Soon after George W. 
Bush announced that he would ease re-
strictions, Turkish military officials called 
an emergency meeting to speed up nego-
tiations on a range of major purchases, 
including a $4.5 billion deal to buy 145 
King Cobra attack helicopters from US 
defense contractor Bell Textron. The deal 
had been blocked by a dispute over 
whether a portion of the source code for 
the helicopters' mission computers could  

be withheld for security reasons. Since 
US officials have not ruled out an inva-
sion of Iraq as part of its antiterrorist cam-
paign, Incirlik's value is at a premium. 
"Now more than ever, no one needs to 
mention the base by name," remarked 
Kate Kaufer, analyst for the Arms Trade 
Oversight Project. "It forms the backdrop 
to all these military transactions." 

Not everyone in Turkey will fare as 
well as the military. Already in a deep re-
cession, the Turkish economy took a fur-
ther dive last February, leaving some 
600,000 Turks without jobs. Unemploy-
ment has risen by 42 percent in the past 
year, while the Turkish lira has shed half 
its value. IMF austerity formulas such as 
tighter controls on unions and social 
spending come at a particularly vulner-
able time. Suicides, domestic violence, 
prostitution and petty theft are all up. Tur-
key is currently the single largest debtor 
to the IMF, owing more than $9.6 billion, 
which gives the Bush Administration le-
verage to use for its own strategic pur-
poses. When Turkey needed an emer-
gency bailout this past summer, it was 
Bush who did the bidding. After Septem-
ber 11, Turkey again turned to the United 
States to pressure the IMF for a delay of 
loan repayment. 

Recently, at a reception in the US Em-
bassy in Ankara, Gen. Carlton Fulford Jr., 
deputy commander of US forces in Eu-
rope, spoke of the ever-growing closeness 
of US and Turkish armed forces. He closed 
by saying that this relationship "will only 
get stronger in the days ahead." The ques-
tion not answered was: at what cost? 
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CHRISTINA 
SAVALAS 
An Artist and a mother 
of four celebrity sons 

By ATHAN KARRAS 

s tanding before me was a vibrant woman. She was 
stately in her flowing garments; impressive with 
long black hair styled in curly fringes on her head. 
Her features unmistakably resembled ancient 
sculpted marble figures often seen in museum cor-

ridors—a classic Tanagra figurine reborn in spirit. Tall and 
attractive, Christina commanded attention as if she were on 
the brink of making a profound statement. I marveled at her as 
she impressed a gathering of young people with how impor-
tant it was for all of us to participate in Greek cultural events, 
a legacy and gift from our forefathers that spoke to hearts and 
minds then and now. Afterwards in the winter of her life, she 
continued to champion this cause, and though impaired in a 
wheelchair, still maintained a strong attractive presence and 
commanded even greater attention, for around her there 
always gathered a crowd of people along with family mem-
bers and multiple grandchildren. All listening intently as she 
carefully intoned in Greek and then in English for the young 
folk, stories and tales with words of wisdom and advice. Like 
Sybil the mystic oracle of Delphi, her stories contained hidden 
meanings similar to proverbs. 

When we first met in the late 1950s, Christina enthusiasti-
cally applauded me for my dancing efforts at a Greek 

ATHAN KARRAS' name is synonymous with Greek dance. 
After dancing with major dance companies and researching 
Greek dance as an exponent of his career, he has successfully 
produced and presented folklore programs and events in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

He has paved the way for performers in the U.S. as well as 
instrumental in bringing the Parthenon Dancers of Greece to 
the U.S. and Canada for several tours. He has initiated tours 
to Greece taking groups to visit dance festivals along with vis-
its to ancient sites. 

He has appeared on Broadway, television, in motion pic-
tures, and is the author of numerous articles on Greek dance 

and music. 

American cultural event in New York. As an advocate of the 
arts, she implored me to carry on with explorations into Greek 
culture because it was a constant source of inspiration for her. 
She passionately felt that the ingredients that gave birth to 
western civilization—a legacy our ancestors left for us—were 
vital for humanity to survive. So much of my own life was 
shaped by her influence. Extraordinary things in life happen to 
many individuals, to high achievers and especially those with 
exceptional talent. There are notable accounts about persons 
fraught with incredible obstacles in life and how—against 
superhuman odds—they have prevailed and heroically over-
come. She was both gifted and fraught with obstacles in her 
life. I came to know only a part of this multifaceted woman 
whose spirit and majestic presence, eloquent manner and crys-
tal-clear wisdom became for me a special inspiration. 
Immediately upon meeting, Christina indicated that if I felt I 
had a special gift—be it in dance, as a performer, or any arts—
that it was my duty as well as my right to exercise that expres-
sion, and to follow in the footsteps of our glorious past. 
Growing up in a typical Greek American family, it wasn't easy 
for me to explore artistic endeavors rather than pursue a more 
"legitimate" career. My Greek immigrant parents—like all 
parents—wanted to guide their children to more traditional 
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"Family Happiness" 

professions insuring them a better life ahead than the one the 
older generation had. In the anxious years ahead, her insistent 
encouragement was like a whispering wind to persevere and 
revaluate all of life's issues. 

At a tender age, Christina was sent to America along with 
her sister to live with an aunt. They left behind the desolate 
rocky village of Anogia in the Peloponese, wedged between 
the famed stalwart Sparta and legendary Monemvasia, the 
Gibraltar of the Aegean during Byzantium. She left still long-
ing for her mother and a host of relatives she adored, and 
above all, she clung to the little girl's images of the landscape 
and the humble gatherings in the countryside where she grew 
in those early years. The sounds of her father's music and 
grandmother's folktales carved with emotional imagery 
became memories colorfully embossed in a curious sensitivi-
ty and rooted deep in firm conviction. Christina's youthful 
imagination quickly turned to fantasy and secret dreams. She 
was destined not to see her village again for several decades, 
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though the imprint of her early childhood remained vibrant 
and alive as an indelible mark deep in her little girl's memory. 
She was in xenitia, the heart wrenching word for a Greek 
immigrant living abroad, abandoning home, parents, and 
loved ones to form an identity in the new world. 

America was viewed as the savior for all those fortunate to 
migrate, but Christina's first impressions were sour and living 
in New York was a transitional period of stress and distress. It 
was a time when European immigrants were pouring in by the 
thousands daily fleeing border conflicts and constant misery 
from hunger rooted in soil that could not feed growing popu-
lations. Even the poverty of the American depression was 
more tolerable than the conditions left behind in Europe at the 
beginning of the 20th Century, for America was embarking on 
the industrial revolution and needed youthful hands and backs 
to carry the new expanding economy forward. History was 
unfolding and Christina was grasping for a link with past gen-
erations of Greeks feeling charged to pass it onto the future. 
Her Greek roots were deep, and their outgrowth spread like 
unraveling branches from a glorious past. Her education was 
basic—no higher learning—but with the avid thirst of a com-
pulsive addict she reeled in the achievements of the Hellenic 

"Peace" 



world as if they were her sole domains. Her education extend-
ed far beyond what she would have ever hoped for in the 
Peloponese at the time, and she rejoiced in learning more 
about her Hellenic heritage, legendary history, and traditions. 
She blended this knowledge keeping the Hellenic spark alive 
in the new land knowing how respected and venerated it was 
by Americans, and educational institutions. 

She married Nicholas Savalas (Tzavellas) when still a 
teenager—a village custom followed back home—and quick-
ly was thrust with the fate of raising four sons and a daughter. 
Her children—though Christian—were given ancient names 
as well, a counterpart to linger in their consciousness and sus-
tain their connection with the glory of Hellas. Her fantasy and 
dream was of connecting the past with the future, and make it 
a reality with each one of her children as if reverently holding 
a torch dramatically repeating "pas min Ellin, varvaros" (any-
one not a Hellene, is barbarian). 

From her very first step onto the shores of the new world 

"Togetherness" 

The four sons: (L to R) Ted, Telly, Gus and George 

from the ridges of ancient Sparta, Christina possessed a defi-
ant fighting spirit, like the Spartan Leonidas reply to the 
Athenians "if you think you're that good, molon lave (come 
and get it )." Though she had a Spartan heritage, she respond-
ed to the noble ideals and achievements in the arts of ancient 
Athenians. Born Christina Kapsalis, it was probably no mis-
take that Kapsalis and Tzavellas names figured prominently in 
the struggle in 1821 against the yoke of over four hundred 
years of Ottoman rule. Christina's legacy of the legendary 
spirit of these two families fortified her connection with 
Hellenic culture. She held a deep devotion to the Greek ortho-
dox faith, a legacy she often related was a continuation of the 
earlier true Hellenic spirit. Although married, her uncontest-
ed beauty was such that she was sought to be Miss Greece at 
the 1939 New York World's Fair. Despite her outward charm, 
her eloquence and regal stance, she was unaffected and pos-
sessed soulful spirited convictions. Christina assumed she was 
on a pilgrimage to reclaim the glory of ancient Hellas and 
reunite the essence of those achievements as a guiding light 
for her family. 

Perhaps because of her own childhood exile, family came 
first with Christina. She was always there for everyone, never 
tired or too exhausted, had no lingering complaints because it 
was a duty—a sacred vow she made on her wedding day—an 
oath to God. With a constant longing for her mother and the 
memory of the reverberating folksongs of her village, she 
knew she had a calling beyond this "duty" and she would have 
to make time to stretch her wings without ever compromising 
her responsibilities of home and children. In this way, she 
established a school, actively joined the newly formed 
Philoptochos society championed by Archbishop 
Athenagoras, and was one of the founders of the FILIKO 
SOCIETY, a cultural arts organization devoted to disseminat-
ing Greek culture. She became an eloquent spokeswoman for 
a host of cultural and humanitarian functions in the Greek 
community of New York. 

The depression years were endured with patience and ver-
satility. Orchestrating the daily activities of a dynamic and tal-
ented family and against tumultuous adversity, Christina slow- 
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"Family" 

ly redefined her image of womanhood and motherhood with 
art, literature, and philosophy. She was not a flag waver, nor 
soap-box orator, but she railed at women who did not fully 
support the men in their homes and spoke eloquently about 
how the greatest emancipation for women is to know and to 
fully realize her primary role was as a wife and mother and in 
the unequivocal support of the man of the house as the pri-
mary breadwinner. Only then can a woman feel free and liber-
ated to fulfill her intended role in life. When World War II 
broke out in Europe, she embarked on many causes for the 
Greek war-relief fund 

Immigrant women found themselves immersed in a cultur-
al chaos. For Christina, it was a time of turmoil evaluating the 
course of family life within Greek American cultural defini-
tions, learning the lan-
guage, understanding her 
legacy as a wife and moth-
er, and envisioning her role 
as an artist. As her children 
matured, and with only 
those 	few 	precious 
moments left between 
household tasks, she wrote 
poetry expressing her 
childish reveries. She 
began painting in her 
kitchen between stirring 
tasteful seasoned bamies 
(okra) in a pot, or while 
preparing stifado, or forev-
er baking koulourakia, 
kourabiedes, melomakaro-
na, and tsourekia cookies 
for the hungry mouths that 
raided the kitchen for 
snacks. In between house-
hold chores, she jotted 
down verses in her original 
Greek, or began bright-col-
ored paintings with brush 
strokes mixed with a 
residue of oregano that she 
would say landed mistaken-
ly onto her canvas. Painting 
became her calling, some-
thing concrete. Her writ-
ings were more personal, a 
peek into a lyrical soul. 
She never attempted to join 
the competitive ranks of any celebrated art group, and always 
downplayed glowing reviews of her work by responding with, 
"This is nothing, and you should see the works of Vagis, 
George Constant, Baziotes, Stamos, Xceron, and Michael 
Lekakis. We have so many wonderful Greek-American artists 
that are being recognized—they are the real talents—I am just 
trying to be me, to appreciate art and to understand what 
makes anyone want to create it." 

Focused on seeing that her children valued their Hellenic 
ancestry and carry it with them like a filakto (protective talis-
man) against the invading influences they encounter in life, 
she would take them to the steps of Columbia University to 
view the sculptured figures of ancient Greek philosophers and 
remind them of their connection by name. The eldest son 
Constantine Socrates, became a diplomat in the Foreign 
Service and is known for his classical baritone voice, next 
Aristotle (Telly) reached glorious heights in the entertainment 
field. For him, Christina's voice would be a constant nagging 
buzz like the echoing gadfly lo in Aeshylus' Prometheus, 
"Telly, you must use your talent and your influence, and do 
some of the great Greek tragedies, it is time for you to play 
PROMETHEUS BOUND, these classics are needed for all 

humanity which is starving 
to be lifted up" Telly, with 
dutiful obeisance of a son, 
would answer, "Don't 
worry Manna, (Manna is 
what everyone called her, 
whether kin or friend, for 
she symbolized that heav-
enly symbol) everything is 
being worked out—it's part 
of the program—we'll do 
it, but you know what it's 
like, I have to convince 
these Hollywood moguls 
that they are cashing in, 
because Greeks gave the 
world the gift of theater." 
Third son George was 
known as Demosthenes, 
and for those of us who 
knew him well knew that 
he riled against injustice. 
Ted, the educator, was 
known as Praxiteles. Only 
the youngest daughter 
Katherine was given a 
solemn Christian saint's 
name. 

Another classical name 
that reverberated in the 
Savalas household was 
Polygnotos Vagis. What a 
marvelous name. For 
though most Greeks are 
commonly named after 

Christian saints, some still fancied ancient counterparts as 
Polygnotos, meaning "all knowing." Vagis was a sculptor who 
hailed from the island of Thasos, where most of his sculptures 
finally found their home, returning to be honored in his birth-
place. Artists often suffer difficult times, and it was not 
uncommon for Vagis to be the eighth member at family din-
ners. Christina would constantly beckon her children to pose 
for him. "Come on, please pose for Polygnotos, he is a great 

Greek-American Review /December 2001 20 



artist, he doesn't have extra money to pay for models." He was 
Christina's mentor, guiding her to cultivate a personal artistic 
style. And so Christina, tutored by Vagis, explored her artistic 
expression and through it found an individual vision coming 
to life on the canvas. With Vagis, she created an informal salon 
in her home where invited artists created impromptu cultural 
forums of song, music, and poetry. These excursions led to a 
variety of programs she sponsored becoming assemblies and 
concerts with Christina leading young women in choric 
dances like those we see depicted on ancient Greek vases. 

As her children grew less dependent, her devotion to paint-
ing expanded and gained respect and attention within a seg-
ment of the Greek-American artistic colony in New York. 
Christina chose never to place a price on any of her canvases. 
She donated them as prizes—as gifts at charity exhibits—and 
was thrilled and jovial in offering them to relatives and friends 
who truly appreciated and found great joy in living with her 
compositions. Her paintings were being noticed, her style was 
notable in that not one male figure was to be found in her 
paintings. Though she admired and adored men, respected 
them for their valor, devotion, and strength, for their forth-
rightness and philosophic analysis, Christina had a difficult 
time reconciling with their supercharged testosterone and war-
like ways. She boldly denounced any forceful male ego, and 
so her paintings depicted subjects of the wide-eyed innocence 
of children, wisdom of owls, peace of doves and earth-mother 
figures that nurtured mankind. She preached to her young men 
that woman and peace were like a hand in glove, "Do not take 
us lightly," she often said, "for we hold the olive branch by 
which your monster male ways will be tamed to rid yourselves 
of this ambitious hunger to conquer, for we bring forth life to 
celebrate its miracle, not to debase it." She sternly criticized 
Greek men who believed that women had very little to offer 
beyond staying at home raising children. She reminded them 
women were the salt of the earth and the essence of life was 
contained within them. Equally she reprimanded women to 
take care and understand their place in the solidarity of fami-
ly. The kind of separatist sexism we find today is not what 
Christina would have championed or envisioned for the 
women's lib movement. When in the presence of intellectuals 
who dared spout ancient Greek philosophy's view of women, 
she would stomp her foot down and defiantly remind them 
that Lysistrata had many an answer for any warlike bravado 
talk, and she wasn't just a figment of Aristophanes' pacifist 
comedic genius, but embodied truth to the Athenians and the 
Peloponnesians who were constantly at war. Even in Plato's 
symposium, she reminded them, Diotima held her own with 
men on philosophical issues. 

In the wonderful novella by the eminent American author 
Thornton Wilder, A WOMAN OF ANDROS, the character 
Chrysis is probably the best way to describe Christina. Wilder 
depicts a woman in ancient Greece who runs symposiums for 
young people on the island of Andros. All the arts are present-
ed to educate them for life and for leadership. Youths are gath-
ered from the ancient city-states and islands in a fellowship of 
art expansion and forums. Similarly Christina in her later 
years often held court like an informal symposium, with her 
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extended family, friends and strangers listening to tales of 
ancient Greek culture, or discussing poetry and music. 

Christina faced several personal tragedies in life, from her 
earliest devastating separation from her parents, she confront-
ed many difficult moments, hardship, and the ups and downs 
of an ambitious and entrepreneurial husband who passed away 
very young. The toughest loss of all was the death of a young 
grandson. Crippled late in life, Christina was incapacitated 
after trying to move a heavy piece if furniture. The accident 
permanently bent her back and left her in a wheel chair but 
never slowed her down or dimmed her ability to attract peo-
ple. She learned from each tragedy to rise above and remained 
the stalwart symbol not to defy the fates but to insure the con-
tinuity of hope from generation to generation. 

Christina loved any revival of an ancient tragedy and would 
always be first in line. When the Greek film IPHIGENIA was 
playing in Los Angeles, she could never have enough of it. She 
attended each performance draped with shawls as if she was 
not in a Hollywood movie house, but was reliving the ceremo-
nious manner by which the ancient Greeks attended sacred 
drama. When Irene Papas was visiting Hollywood to attend the 
Academy Awards for the Oscar nominated film IPHIGENIA, 
Christina wanted to meet Irene whom she greatly admired. 
When I offered to introduce them, Christina nearly leaped out 
of her wheel chair and promptly invited Irene to dinner. What 
was to be a private affair soon became a party for more than 
three-dozen at the Sheraton Universal Hotel where Telly kept a 
suite for his mother. Christina insisted on sitting at one end of  

the long banquet table with Irene at the opposite end, the place 
of honor but too far away for conversation. During the course 
of this animated dinner, Christina remained completely silent. 
I leaned over and asked her if I should bring Irene closer so 
they could talk. "No, no, no, I want to just gaze at her from a 
distance, her majestic presence, this incredible goddess of the 
theater with the face that represents the personification of all 
Greek women from ancient to modern times." At one point, 
Irene remarked to me that she had wanted so much to meet and 
visit with Christina—one artist to another. Later, I asked 
Christina what happened to the private visit she had wanted 
with Irene and she quietly confided, "I couldn't talk. I was 
speechless. My tongue was tied just seeing her. That incredible 
head and face I have seen in so many ancient sculptures, the 
vision of a goddess before me, I lost my breath!" 

On a summer visit to Greece, I tried to find excuses to justi-
fy extending my stay but suddenly I developed an overwhelm-
ing desire to return to Los Angeles. As I arrived the next day and 
was driving on the freeway I heard a news bulletin that Christina 
Savalas, mother of movie star Telly Savalas had passed away. I 
felt that it was meant for me to be present at her funeral, I need-
ed to personally say good-bye to a dear and real friend, a friend 
who always encouraged me and often made me feel that I had 
contributed so much more than I have ever thought. She always 
felt humanity was starving not for bread alone, but to be lifted 
culturally, to be raised above—a notch or two—through the arts. 
The doves that Christina so often painted would now be free to 
fly to a destination that she envisioned for all of us. 
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THE VIEW 
From Where hj-Rikalmniadc  

The event of the year for sure was the wedding of former 
White House confidant and television political analyst George 

Stephanopoulos to Alexandra Wentworth, an actress-comedi-
enne The matrimonial ceremony took place on Tuesday, 
November 20, at the Holy Trinity Orthodox church on East 
74th Street, with his father, the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Stephanopoulos officiating. Guests at the ceremony included 

David Westin, President of ABC News, James Carville and 
model Pauline Porizkova... 

As the St. Nicholas Orthodox church lay in ruins along with 
the World Trade Center's two towers, and the funds were 
being sought for its reconstruction from every possible source, 
the project which earlier had gotten a boost from the most 
unusual of sponsors, the Italian Government, was being 
praised from that Government's representative. Here was the 
Consul General of Italy, speaking to a gathering of Catholics 
at the Italian Coalition dinner, describing with great animation 
his nation's contribution to a sect that until a few decades ago 
was under the anathema cast upon it by the first Pope, just fol-
lowing the Schism of the two Christian Churches. The honor-
able Giorgio Radicati was telling his audience how and why 
Italy was kicking in half a million dollars for the rebuilding of 
a church that wasn't within the realm of Catholicism. 

In actuality, Radicati was paying tribute to Nicholas, Bishop 
of Myra, a city in Asia Minor, and whose grave in those parts 
of the Byzantine Empire were being overrun by the followers 
of Islam. The mild-mannered diplomat explained that this 
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move by his Government was in consideration of the Saint, 
whose relics now lie in a crypt underneath the namesake 
Cathedral in Bari. How did the relics get there from their bur-
ial site in Asia Minor? Simple. As the Byzantine Empire was 
crumbling, Norman merchants landed in what is known today 
as Turkey, and made their way to the saint's grave. Was it a 
miracle, was it plain coincidence, it's really impossible to tell, 
but the fact remains that the gravesite was unguarded, which 
gave the Normans the opportunity to get the remains and flee 
back to their boat. Once in Bari, they turned it over to the offi-
cials of the Byzantine Provincial Governor, and the rest is his- 
tory 	 

The two Churches, Orthodoxy and Catholicism may or may 
not be close to uniting again after a millennium of separation, 
but the basis for a reunification has always been there. My 
visit to Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome came this past month, 
and I was truly proud seeing how the Greek language was 
used within its walls, though the dogmas had separated five 
hundred years earlier and though the Hellenic language was 
abandoned as the nation that spoke and wrote it fell into slav-
ery. Indeed it was awe-inspiring to see how the right side of 
the lettered strip high above and to the fore of the Papal 
Throne, had been written in Greek characters in a Greek hymn 

Artist and iconographer Maria Sigala, with studios in the Hellenic cap-
ital, is responsible for the iconography that fills side to side to side, 
every room of the Patriarchal Office in Athens... 

that's translated as "You herd the flock of lamb, You guide the 
sheep of Christ." 

Having been launched November 1, the exhibit of the Ilias 
Lalaounis Micro sculptures: Idols of the Stone Age to the 
Helix of Contemporary Genetics, at the Onassis Cultural 
Center, will be on view through February 10, 2002. The pieces 
on exhibit are from the permanent collection of the Ilias 
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Lalaounis Jewlry Museum in Athens and will be available for 
viewing Monday through Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm. 
Catalogues and brochures of the exhibited items are available 
for the asking.... Artists the likes of Lambrinos and 
Amoryanos and a host of others had some of their more 
recent works displayed at the Holy Trinity Cathedral annex 
and while the wine courtesy of Sam Catechis' Achaia Claus 
was flowing and tidbits from Avra went around, art aficiona-
dos ogled at the variety of styles during this annual ritualistic 
event, which a fellow y the name of Zymarakis found objec-
tionable, to the point of verbally slugging it out with one of 
the artists. A colossal abstract painting by Lam brinos attract-
ed every one's attention, while everyone found a noticeable 
change in Amoryanos' style, namely a sizeable reduction in 
size of his animal kingdom subjects, and a lot of more breath-
ing space in his landscape. One thing I cannot attest to is how 
many of the paintings were actually sold, or if Archbishop 
Demetrios influenced sales at all, but I could tell you that 
there were enough potential buyers there to make a difference. 
For instance I finally tracked down-or did he-Spyros 
Angelikas who at one time operated a newspaper in New 
York-aside from some top line restaurants- and the gentle 
Stephen Cherpelis who runs the Bull run and the Wall Street 
Grille. Stephen was in the company of the indomitable judge 
Nicholas Tsoucalas, while architect Khris Karastathis was 
there in the company of his gorgeous wife Eva, and another 
couple, which is standard practice for the Karastathises. 
Greece's Demetris Platis wasn't there-at least by the time I 
walked in- but the Cypriots were there in force, represented by 
Ambassador Moushoutas, Consul General Vassili Philippou 
and wife, and Trade Consul Dennis Droushiotes. Former 
Proini publisher Fannie Petallides charmed guests with her 
conversation, and Steve Papadatos kept everyone amused 
with his wit. Now you don't think that publisher John 
Catsimatidis and wife Margo would be amiss from that 
event, heaven forbid! They were there, even with that fellow 
what'sisname whom John wanted to introduce to me for the 
umpteenth time.....A week later, same place, same time, the 
Wines of Greece were being highlighted, once again, at the 
Cathedral annex.... 

Civil Engineer Mike Parlamis who just returned from the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Phanar (Istanbul), is preparing 
for a very impressive inaugural at St. John the Theologian 
Cathedral in Tenafly, NJ. The inaugural deals with a mural 
now being installed in the Cathedral's Peace Memorial 
Gymnasium which he commissioned artist/iconographer 
Guillermo Esparza to paint to commemorate the victims of the  
Pan Am flight, and particularly one of them, his own niece 
who was a passenger in that flight. Measuring 60 by 18 ft, the 
mural depicts a large dove symbolizing peace, after which the 
Gymnasium is named, nestled over a stained glass window in 
the shape of the globe. The dove itself measures 15 by 10 ft, is 
painted in oil, with lettering in gold. 

The eerie aspect in the creation of this mural is that the artist's 
studio is one block away from Ground Zero, and as they col- 
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lapsed on September 11, the back windows of his studio blew 
in, allowing a large amount of dust from the explosion to 
come in and settle everywhere-including the mural. When 
Esparza returned and saw what happened, he painted a layer 
of white pearl essence over the dust oThe central f particles 
that for sure included particles of the victims, so as to seal it 
in the painting. 

Inspired by what Guillermo witnessed that fateful morning of 
September 11, he propped the dove with a back-lit cloud, sim-
ilar to what he witnessed during the collapse of the Towers. 
He then painted the background in variegated blues, penetrat-
ed by light radiations, which create a dynamic symmetry. The 
mural's dedication will take place early in 2002. 

Christos Efessiou, chairman and chief executive of the 
Efessiou group, has used a system called LEAPS to cut recent 
stock losses of various companies substantially. What is 
LEAPS? It's some sort of a Long/Short Equity Hedge Fund 
system projecting into futures, that takes corrective action as 
needed, and minimizes the losses. The Herndon, VA company 
which trades here and in Greece, has done this with the 
January 2004 General Electric LEAPS, which already gained 
75% 	Is it possible that this wonder product marketed by the 
Athena Institute and which is called Athena Pheromone 10:13 
for women and 10x for man can change the world? The 
Institute's President, Dr. Winnifred Cutler produces records of 
phone calls to show that this product pacifies gender wars, 

when experimenting with this panacea.... 

It is sad that the world has lost someone the likes of Stephen 
Poulos, but had he stayed in his true avocation, which is the 
Opera, he'd still be with us. According to the New York 
Times, Poulos had gotten so disillusioned with opera and the 
people in it, that he entered the information technology. 
Though recently he had started dabbing with the opera on-line, 
Poulos, who worked in the South Tower, became one of the 
victims of the collapse....Architect Stephen Papadatos in the 
company of a high-ranking Russian held a meeting with 
Premier Putin, during the latter's visit to New York.....Forty 
people gathered at John and Margo Catsimatidis' house 
November 30 for a fundraiser for Hil and Bill, and that 
according to Cindy Adams' column in the Post, since John 
never mentioned anything to me this time around 	There's 
a new guidebook out on how not to be a wallflower. The 
guidebook, called How to Recognize Your Soulmate across a 
Crowded Room at a Boring Cocktail Party( sic) was written 
by Jordana Sands, and discusses such topics as self-prepara-
tion, energy, magnetism, body language, men and flirting, the 
sixth sense face reading and more. Jordana's name of course is 
the juxtaposition of her real name, which is Sandra Jordan, or 
better if you wish, Alexandra Iordanou 	 

No one came up with the answer of last months question, 
which was the ancient medicine man Asclepios. Better luck 
next time... 
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Front row, L to R.. Ms. Despina Poulos, Consul of Greece, Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, and Mrs. 
Eleni Jiavaris, President of St. Spyridon Parish Council. Second row: Fr. Evangelos Kourounis, 
Dr. Chris Philip, co-chairman, Mr. Arthur Jiavaris. 

70th Anniversary 
of St. Spyridon Church 

The Community of the St. Spyridon 
Greek Orthodox Church in New 
York City celebrated its 70th Anni-

versary on November 4, 2001. This special 
event was held at the Villa Amalfi in New 
Jersey and was filled to capacity with pa-
rishioners and friends. Members of the 
Clergy were also in attendance to honor His 
Grace, Bishop Philotheos of Meloa who 
was the evening's honoree on the 50th An-
niversary of His Grace's service to the Holy 
Orthodox Church.The Community of St. 
Spyridon Church is a special one. Many of 
its members of other Greek churches closer 
to their homes. However, as former mem-
bers of St. Spyridon and graduates of its 
Parochial School, their love for the St. 
Spyridon Church is still evident. 

Two former graduates of the St. 
Spyridon Parochial School, Mr. Peter 
Georgiopoulos and Mr. Dimitri Diakolios, 
demonstrated their love when they an-
nounced that they were going to underwrite 
the expenses for the dinner-dance. Another 
expression of love was announced by Mr. 
Misha Dabich for Mrs. Lillian Booth. On 
the occasion of the Church's 70th Anniver-
sary, Mrs. Booth, a well known philanthro-
pist residing in New Jersey, donated 

Ms. Lillian Booth receiving bouquet 
from Mrs. Irene Philip. 

$70,000 to the St. Spyridon Church for its 
restoration project, in memory of her late 
father, a former parishioner of St. Spyridon 
Church. Other pledges and donations were 

also made that evening. 
Speakers on the program were: Dr. Chris 

Philip, Commander Emeritus of the Order 
of St. Andrew The Apostle, and Dinner-
Dance Co-Chairman, who welcomed every- 

one present, followed by a message from 
Mrs. Sophie George, Co-Chairman. Mrs. 
Eleni Jiavaras, President of the Parish 
Council, spoke on behalf of the Commu-
nity of St. Spyridon, followed by Ms. 

Greek-American Review /December 2001 27 



Anthoula Catsimatides, representing 
George Pataki, Governor of the State of 
New York, Mr. Vasilios Philipou, Consul 
General of Cyprus, Ms. Despina Poulos, 

.1 

Great causes are not easy causes. It was a long way from Bunker Hill 

to Yorktown. It was a long way for the 101st from Normandy to final 

victory over fascism in Europe. When wronged, our great nation has 

always been patient and determined and relentless. And that's the 

way we are today. We have defeated enemies of freedom before. And 

we will defeat them again. 
PRESIDENT BUSH 

Mrs. Athena Georgotas, member of the Dinner 
Organizing Committee, Mrs. Jiavaris, Rev. E. 
Kourounis and Bishop Philotheos. 

Consul of Greece, representing Mr. 
Demetrios Platis, Consul General of 
Greece. 

The Very Reverend Archimandrite 
Evangelos Kourounis, an interim Pastor of St. 
Spyridon and a parishioner and coordinator 
of the evening's event, introduced His Grace 
Bishop Philotheos. He expressed his gratitude 
to the Bishop for having ordained him to the 
Holy Diaconate and to the Priesthood. Father 
Kourounis has just started his new ministry 
as Dean of the Hellenic Orthodox Commu-
nity of Astoria's St. Demetrios Cathedral. 

Bishop Philotheos spoke about his minis-
try during the past fifty years. The St. Spyridon 
Community wished His Grace "Eis Polla Eti 
Despota", and presented him with a Bishop's 
staff, as a token of their love and esteem for 
his dedicated service to the Church. 

It was a lovely evening that was enjoyed 
by all, especially the music played by "The 
Cosmopolitans".We all look forward to the 
completion of the restoration project of St. 
Spyridon Church so that it may continue to 
be a spiritual inspiration to all of us and to 
our children, with the blessings of our beloved 
Patron Saint, Saint Spyridon. 

The Community of St. Spyridon warmly 
welcomes its new Parish Priest, Rev. 
Constantine Combitsis, formerly the Parish 
Priest of The Church Of The Ascension in 
Fairview, New Jersey. 
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Consecration of Church in Annapolis, Md. 
ICE SCULPTURES BY CHEF DEMETRIOS HARALAMBATOS 

A weeklong series of events, led to the 
magnificent consecration service for Sts. 
Constantine and Helen, officiated by His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios. The 
evening was completed with a Consecra-
tion Banquet. 

As the attendees of the banquet entered 
the parish reception hall, they were greeted 
by white-gloved butlers with hors d'oeuvre 
and glasses of wine. The reception area 
was decorated with progressive photomon-
tages depicting the community from its 
early beginnings to today. An ice sculpture 
of an American Eagle in flight carrying a 
red, white and blue ribbon. It was sur-
rounded by chef stations offering crudités 
and fruit platters. 

Mr. Sava Tshontikidis, Consecration 
General Chairman, and his committee 
elected to feature the parish facilities, rather 
than use local hotels or restaurants. The 
Banquet Co-Chairladies, Mrs. Cheryl 

Staurulakis (a conference planner) and Mrs. 
Jasmin Vranas (a cater) orchestrated the 
evening. They transformed the parish gym-
nasium into an elegant dinning hall to fea-
ture seating for over 500. 

The entrance was flanked by two 6-foot 
ice vases that had Orthodox Christian sym-
bols at their base. They resemble Waterford 
crystal and were graced with floral arrange-
ments by Mrs. Helen Karditzas. Two addi-
tional ice vases flanked the headtable. 

Deep red and white ribbons, with min-
iature lights, scrolled from the 30-foot ceil-
ing to the surrounding walls creating a mas-
sive tent 

The lights were dimmed, the miniature 
streams of lights and spotlights illuminated 
room. In the center of the room was a scale 
replica of the church building. It was carved 
from over a ton of ice it was approximately 
a 41/2-foot square and 3'A feet in height. As 
the attendees were going to their assigned 

Standing in front of the scale carving of the 
church are L to R: Rev Kosmas Karavellas 
(Protopresbyter of Sts. Constantine & Helen), 
Mrs. Cheryl Staurulakis (Consecration Banquet 
Co-Chairlady), His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios, and Chef DemetriosHaralambatos. 

The church under construction. 

The scale model carving of Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church after assembly. 
The carving, constructed from 1900 lbs. of ice and assembled as a puzzle from nine sections. The 
carving was of 40-inches in high and set on a five-foot table. 

tables, they stopped and were photographed 
with the sculpture. 

Behind and above the podium was a 4-
foot ice carving of a two-headed Byzantine 
eagle. 

The Toastmaster was Mr. Edward 
Derwinski, the former Secretary of 
Veteran's Affairs. Some of the speakers 
were: Senator Paul Sarbanes; Mr. 
Alexander Philon, Ambassador of Greece; 
Mrs. Erato Kozakou-Marcoulis, Ambassa-
dor of Cyprus; and His Eminence Arch-
bishop Demetrios of America was the Key-
note speaker. 

Catering by Ron Wine were donated by 
Mr. Gus Kalaris of Constantine Wines Ice 
Sculptures by Chef Demetrios Haralam-
batos of Kontos Foods 
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The Bitter Days of December 
THE COMMUNIST DRIVE TO TAKE OVER GREECE 

By G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

I began to write this story in the form of a historical text 
some twenty-five years ago - hopefully to relate the story of 
the civil war in the mountains of northern Greece that took 
place during and after World War Two. 
Dorothy Salisbury, the historical novelist and wife of the 
late actor Harry Davis (of "AMERICA, AMERICA" fame), 
and I were going to collaborate on the book. Elias Kazan, a 
friend of Harry Davis, advised us not to write it. He felt that 
the wounds created by that civil war in Greece were still too 
fresh and that the passage of time had not yet healed them. 
That discouraged us and we dropped the project. 
Miss Salisbury went on to write the book "ENEMY AND 
BROTHER" which was a novelized version of the story 
about the CBS correspondent George Polk and the infamous 
"Polk Affair. " 
With the passage of time, I felt that the wounds of that civil 
strife have healed and that history should rightfully relate 
what happened even in this abbreviated and abridged ver-
sion. 
For the abbreviated history cited above I am indebted to 
Kenneth Matthews, the author of "MEMORIES OF A 
MOUNTAIN WAR" and reports by correspondent James 
Kesel, and personal interviews with members of the 
Daroutsis and Gerondakis families. 

For eight bitter years in the middle of the twentieth century 
the nations of the western world faced a military force that 
threatened to destroy their lives and freedom. During the years 
of 1938 through 1945, the spector of German Nazism cast its 
shadow across the whole continent of Europe. 

With the skill of the diplomatic pen, Adolf Hitler's Nazi 
armies had annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia, and brought 
within its sphere of influence the Balkan states of Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia. With the power of the 
sword, Adolf Hitler had conquered Poland, Denmark, the Low 
Countries of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands; and 
by the end of June 1940 Hitler's Panzer armies had raced across 
the fields of France to the English Channel. There, within sight 
of the white cliffs of Dover, Hitler laid plans for the ultimate 
invasion of England. 

In all these historic military events the little Balkan nation of 
Greece remained neutral. It was not until the early morning 
hours of October 28, 1940 that Greece was thrust into the caul-
dron of war by an ultimatum delivered to the Greek Prime 

Communists fighters in the streets of Athens, December 1944 

Minister John Metaxas by the Fascist dictator of Italy, Benito 
Mussolini. When Greece gave a firm "no" to the ultimatum, 
Italian troops crossed the Albanian border and slowly crept over 
the rugged mountains of the Greek northern provinces of Epirus 
and Macedonia. By November 2nd, the outnumbered Greek 
army had counterattacked and eventually pushed the Italian 
troops back up across the Albanian border and into full retreat. 

In view of Mussolini's failure to conquer Greece, it became 
obvious to Adolf Hitler that he would have to invade and occu-
py Greece in order to bring peace and security to the southern 
flank of the German army in the Balkans. Thus it was that on 
April 6, 1941 the German army launched its attack against 
Greece. 

Through the mountain passes at Monastir and over the 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. Kiriakopoulos is a professor at Columbia 
University and a contributing editor to our magazine. He is the 
author of several highly acclaimed books and many articles which 
have been published nationally and internationally. During World 
War Tivo he served in Europe as a combat infantryman with the 
Rangers and was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, 
the Silver Star, and the Bronze Star Medals beside innumerable cam-
paign ribbons. 
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Viceroy Archbishop Athenagoras with the British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, on December of 1944 in Athens 

Vardar Valley came the German legions. Outnumbered in mass-
es of troops, outweighed in armor and continuously harassed by 
the Luftwaffe's onslaught, the Greek army slowly gave ground. 
By April 30, 1941 it was all over. What the dictator of Italy 
could not do in six months, Hitler's armor and his armies 
accomplished in twenty-four days. The fear and terror of a 
bloody occupation followed. The stage was set for the bitter 
bloody days that were to follow. 

In time, the fortunes of war turned against the Nazi armies. 
The Allied invasion of Normandy in June 1944 and the subse-
quent Allied successes across France and into Germany from 
the West, coupled with the Russian army advance from the East, 
spelled ultimate defeat for Nazi Germany. By May 1945, it was 
all over. 

With the defeat of Nazism, a new threat thrust its crimson 
shadow across the continent of Europe from the East. Russian 
Communism raised its diabolical head with the intent of con-
quests from within. Already, Communist terror and subjugation 
had spread its tentacles over eastern Europe to include 
Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Albania, and 
Yugoslavia. Now, the Red menace turned its concentration on 
Greece. 

Greece had suffered grievously under the Nazi German 
occupation, perhaps more than any other European nation with 
the possible exception of Russia. More than seven per cent of 
its prewar population of 7.5 million had died in that period, 
while more than 1700 villages had been destroyed. The drach-
ma was so valueless that wads of worthless bills oftentimes lay 
discarded in the streets of the towns and cities. 

Much of the population was close to starvation. The blight of 
hunger manifested itself in many ways. In one of many 
instances, an Athenian youth, Athanasios Siotis, noted an old 
man sitting on the curbstone leaning against a light pole and 
holding half a loaf of bread in his arms. The bread caught the 
eye of the hungry youth. When he got close to the old man, 
Athanasios realized that he was dead. He obviously had died 
from starvation. The youth took the bread from the arms of the 
dead man. It would serve well to feed his starving parents. 

Into this chaotic situation, the Communists decided to seize 
the Greek capital of Athens. 

Throughout the German occupation, the Communists had 
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Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou raises 
the Greek flag in Acropolis. 

the advantage of a strong army that had been fanned in the 
mountains of northern Greece by bands of mountaineers. 
Before the German invasion, the Greek Communist Party 
(KKE) had little appeal for the Greek population, being com-
posed mostly of minority groups. However, when the German 
occupation began, the Communists were the first to organize an 
armed resistance against the Germans. 

There were two Greek governments in existence at that time: 
The one on the Greek mainland authorized by the German army 
of occupation, while the official National Government of 
Greece had fled the mainland and gone into exile in Cairo. 

The Communists formed their own government. In order to 
strengthen their ranks, the Communists began recruiting new 
members in rural areas of Greece. Being the only local force to 
fight the German occupation army, they widened their appeal to 
the rural population by organizing various military and political 
groups. One such group was the National Liberation Front 
which represented the political arm of the communists known 
as the EAM, while the military arm became known as the 
National.  Popular Liberation Army, or the ELAS. This latter 
group soon became the dominant force in the Greek resistance 
to the German occupation force. Because of their strong resist-
ance against the Germans, the appeal of the ELAS spread to 
most of the Greek population not knowing that this group was 
dominated by the Communist party of Greece. 

When it became evident in 1944 that the Germans were los- 

ing the war, the EAM-ELAS faction pro-
claimed themselves as the only legitimate 
government of Greece. At that point the 
EAM-ELAS stopped and turned their 
efforts against their fellow Greeks who 
belonged to the non-communist resistance 
groups also fighting the Germans in the 
cities and mountains. 

The British government was deeply 
involved with the Greek National 
Resistance movement. Throughout the 
whole German occupation the British 
were sending clandestine groups of 
Commando units into Greece who fought 
side-by-side with the Greek National 
Resistance Army. When the Germans 
began to withdraw their troops from 
Greek soil, the British returned the Greek 
government-in-exile from Cairo back to 
Athens, renaming it as the Greek 
Government of National Unity. The 
British sent in a brigade of paratroopers 
followed by 6000 troops to offer support 
to the Greek National Government. 

When on October 12, 1944, the 
Germans withdrew the last of their occu-
pation force from the Greek mainland, the 
Communist sponsored EAM-ELAS group 
felt that they were strong enough to seize 
Athens and take over the government of 

Greece. After all, they believed, that they 
were strong enough to accomplish this coup with the 20,000 of 
their men deployed in the Athens area and an overall under-
ground force of 400,000 sympathizers scattered in the sur-
rounding terrain. 

The Communist leadership of the EAM called for "...the 
final battle..," and they set out to seize Athens. 

THE BATTLE OF ATHENS 
The Communist units of the ELAS entered the outskirts of 

Athens during the first days of December 1944. What followed 
was a blood bath of bitter fighting between the government 
troops aided by 6000 British troops sent in for support against 
the Communist guerilla forces. 

It began on Sunday, December 3rd with a peaceful march of 
civilians carrying banners supporting the ELAS. Correspondent 
James Kesel described how thousands of marchers walked from 
the secondary streets of Athens into Omonia Square, up 
University Avenue toward Constitution Square. As the marchers 
approached the center of the city they became more vociferous 
with their chants. Some broke ranks and charged toward the 
Square. Suddenly a volley of rifle fire echoed down the canyon 
of buildings. Many marchers fell, many wounded, others dead. 
It was the beginning of the bitter battle for Athens that was to 
rage for the next four bloody weeks of December. 

The ELAS guerrillas followed the demonstrators in force. 
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ELAS guerillas parading in the center of Athens during the day of 
liberation ofAthens 

An ELAS brigade of 2000 men captured most of the govern-
ment police stations coming within yards of Constitution 
Square in an effort to seize governmental offices. Bodies lay 
everywhere, some wounded, many dead, all bathed in pools of 
blood. 

In a concentrated attack on the British defenders, the ELAS 
Communist guerrillas overran the British Royal Air Force head-
quarters outside Athens, killing twelve British soldiers and tak-
ing 500 prisoners. To the British this show of force came as a 
shock. They transferred two divisions of troops from the Italian 
campaign and brought in 2000 Greek troops from the Middle 
East. 

It became a personal battle of the government supporters 
many of whom were called Royalists, for they favored the 
return of the King, against the anti-governmental communist 
forces of the EAM-ELAS. In many instances this diversity went 
so far as to cause a bitter split amongst families. 

The Daroutsis family was a sad example of such a political 
split. The widowed mother had three sons, two of whom swore 
allegiance to the National government. The oldest son was a 
wounded veteran of the Albanian campaign against the invad-
ing Italian troops. The middle son was a national gendarme, in 
full support of the National government. The youngest of the 
three was a Communist supporter of the ELAS troops, NOW 
ravaging through Athens leaving many Athenians dead in their 
wake. 

In one acrimonious shouting argument between the three 
brothers, the youngest left the house consumed with bitterness. 
He returned a few hours later, and before the eyes of his 
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shocked mother, shot his two brothers dead. 
There were many such tragedies. The Gerondakis family was 

another such example wrought by the bitter fighting that was 
taking place in Athens in December of 1944. For years since the 
Balkan Wars, the family had been supporters of the Royal gov-
ernment. On this one day, the widowed elderly mother of seven 
children sent her oldest son to the corner grocery to purchase 
food. Most such sales were transacted through barter or through 
the black market. 

As Angelos, her oldest son, entered the store, three men eyed 
him suspiciously. They were known to him; and Angelos knew 
that these three were Communist supporters of the ELAS insur-
rectionists. 

One of the three men pointed to him as he exited the store. 
"He is a Royalist!" he shouted. Angelos turned to face them and 
they shot him dead. His elderly mother found his body where it 
had fallen. It was a shock from which she never recovered. 

These examples were just two of the many heartrending 
events that split the spirit of the Athenians during the commu-
nist attempt to capture the capital of Greece. The Sunday of 
December 3rd began a whole month of bloody fighting through 
the streets of Athens. That Sunday became known as "Bloody 
Sunday." 

Gradually the British and National Greek forces pushed the 
EAM-ELAS Communist guerrilla forces out of Athens and the 
surrounding hills. As the Communists withdrew they took with 
them 15,000 civilians as hostages and 1000 British prisoners of 
war. Many of these hostages were executed while others died 
from starvation. 

As the Communist guerrillas withdrew, the local population 
discovered the extent of the atrocities enacted by the 
Communist guerrillas of the EAM-ELAS forces. The British 
correspondent Kenneth Matthews reported the tales of Greek 
Orthodox priests who were killed via crucifixion, of other 
Greeks, men, women, and children, who were tortured, then 
mutilated, then executed; of young girls who were raped and 
then killed. 

Because of such atrocities it awaked the human spirit of the 
Athenians and the Greeks of the surrounding cities in the real-
ization that these Communists of the EAM and ELAS guerrilla 
forces were no better than the brutality exhibited by the Nazis 
during their years of occupation. As a result of these atrocities 
upon their own people the Communist guerrillas lost the sup-
port of the Greek population. They became the cold blooded 
anathema of the Greek people. 

The Communist guerrillas fled to the mountains of northern 
Greece and continued the war against the Greek National 
Government. It continued in its brutality until the Truman 
Proclamation of 1947 sent military aid and military advisors to 
help reorganize the National Greek Army in its difficult but 
heroic strife against the Communist forces of the EAM-ELAS. 

The mountain war continued until 1949 when peace finally 
reigned. It was a war that exacted a terrible toll in Greek civil-
ians and soldiers alike. And all this began back in December 
1944, which many Athenians of that period still remember as 
"The Bitter Days of December." 
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The honored couple today 

I am often invited to give talks and I 
accept from a sense of duty. When I was 
asked , though, to speak about Kallie and 
Steve, I was both happy and eager. They 
are my friends in the deepest sense of the 
word. 

I knew Steve first. Both of us were 
born in Carbon County, Steve in Castle 
Gate and I a mile away in another mining 
camp. We have a picture in the Utah 
Historical Society files of a group of 
children. It has a nostalgic charm, but 
these are orphans whose fathers were 
killed in the 1924 explosion of the Castle 
Gate Mine, Number 2. Only a few of the 
forty-one orphaned Greek children are 
pictured-Andy Katsanevas is not there, 
but Steve and his brothers, Ted, Mike,  

and John are. Ted is wearing a 
suit, knickers, and jacket, and 
is holding a cap; John and 
Mike are wearing overalls, as 
most boys did then, and knit-
ted caps-skoufies in Greek. 
Steve is being held by a teen-
age girl; he is a chubby baby. 
The picture for all its charm 
brings sadness; the children 
are unaware, of course, of 
how their lives have been 
irrevocably changed. 

We have another picture in the 
Society's files of an annual Thankgiving 
day dinner being given by the Salt Lake 
Tribune for its newsboys. John, Mike, 
and Steve are smiling for the camera. 

Ted is not there; he was living in 
Wyoming with an uncle. I remember at 
that time going with my mother to the 
Sargetakis house, one in the row behind 
Holy Trinity. Helen, who was born after 
her father's death, was there, but her 
brothers were not. They were out selling 
newspapers. 

Many years later, Steve told me that 
moving from Castle Gate to the house 
behind the church was the best of all 
solutions to their life without a father. 
Their house stood in the sun and in the 
shade of the church. They participated in 
all church activities and this with the 
closeness of the Cretan community gave 
them the deep sense of belonging to the 
culture of their parents. 

As the brothers grew up , they worked 
in various jobs. I never hear the mention 
of that landmark in Salt Lake City, the 
meeting place for Greeks and others, the 
Politz Candy Store, without thinking of 
John. The brothers served in the United 
States army; on their return they looked 
forward to the day that they would 
become employers, not employees. 
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Kallie 
and Steve 
By HELEN ZEESE PAPANIKOLAS 

Following are excerpts from the keynote address by the well known 
writer Helen Zeese Papanikolas at the Hellenic Cultural Association 
Award Program honoring Steve J. & Kaliope K. Sargetakisrecipients 
of the HCA Hellenic Axios/ Axia Award, October 21 at the Hellenic 
Memorial Cultural Center, Salt Lake City. 



Kallie came to America in 1948 after 
the Second World War and the terrible 
civil war that completed the devastation 
left by the German occupation. Kallie's 
father had been in the United States in 
1909, in the early years of Greek immi-
gration. He had volunteered during the 
First World War and earned United 
States citizenship. You have seen the 
classic picture of Mike Katsanevas's 
Open Heart Coffeehouse in Salt Lake's 
Greek Town. In 1924, he returned to 
Crete, married, and became the father of 
eleven children. During the Second 
World War, he fought the Germans as a 
guerrilla and spent three years in a pris-
oner-of-war camp. Life was so difficult 
in Crete after the war that he emigrated 
again with Kallie and her brothers Jim 
and Manoli. 

Kallie was sent with them to keep 
house for her father and brothers. She 
was a teenager. They were to work to 
bring the rest of the family to America. 
This took almost seven years and would 
have taken much longer had not execu-
tives and workers children were work-
ing, Jim at the Naval Supply Depot, 

Manoli, as a movie usher, Kallie as a 
waitress, and quickly Nick found work 
shining shoes. 

Yet, with their energy and resolve, it 
seems but a few years later that they 
opened the Athenian Restaurant. It 
became the first and most lively place 
where Greek immigrants and Greek 
Americans met to eat Greek foods, drink 
retisina. and dance to the old folk songs 
we all held dear. The mother Maria often 
sat at the back near the door to the 
kitchen, looking on with a sweet dignity. 

My husband Nick and I decided to 
take our mothers to the Athenian because 
they had heard of it. We placed their 
chairs so that their backs would be 
turned from the dance floor and they 
wouldn't see the belly dancer. When the 
dancer began her routine to cheers, the 
mothers looked over their shoulders. 
They turned their chairs to face the 
dancer and looked on with great interest. 

The closing of the Athenian was a dis-
appointment to many. The later 
Crownburgers, of course, were good, but 
they could not take the place of the 
Athenian. 

of the Clearfield depot, where the 
father worked, learned of the desperate 
attempt to reunite the family. They col-
lected money, augmented by an appeal in 
Dan Valentine's Salt Lake Tribune  col-
umn, for airplane fares and helped in fur-
nishing a house. Holy Trinity provided 
some household articles. Their father 
Manoli, Mike in English, bought at 
wholesale a bright new white refrigera-
tor. After bureaucratic bumbling, the rest 
of the children arrived the day after 
Christmas of 1954 to a multitude of pres-
ents, but their mother Maria had become 
ill and would not join them until the fol-
lowing February. 

Both Life Magazine.with pictures, 
and Readers' Digest  carried the story. 
How well I remember even today the 
coat Kallie was wearing. I thought I saw 
sadness in her eyes, but that might have 
been my writer's imagination. How hard 
the seven-year separation of the family 
must have been-a seven-year absence 
that had to be made up, to reacquaint 
themselves and to learn again how to live 
as a family. 

The younger children were both shy 
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and joyful. Their names were listed as: 
George, Leonidas, Nicholas, Stelianos, 
Manuel, Irene, Areti, and Stavroula. 
Already, the older While I was writing 
these words, I thought of Steve, Kallie, 
and their families. Their lives could sym-
bolize the Greek-American experience in 
this country, but it goes beyond, far 
beyond, into the great Cretan tradition. 
Whether they consciously knew what 
had shaped their character, the Cretan 
heritage was in their blood: the Muslims 
conquering Crete in the eighth century, 
after having been thrown out of Spain; 
then the long Venetian rule which pro-
duced a romanticism not found in Greece 
proper, symbolized by the great epic 
poem, Erotocritos: then the Turkish rule 
with its symbol, the siege of the 
monastery of Arkadi in 1866, when short 
of supplies with the Turks coming ever 
closer, the villagers ran to the monastery. 
The doors were locked and the ighu-
menos. the abbot, set off a blast of pow-
der that blew up the monastery. Not until 
1915 was Crete united with Greece. 
Closer to our times, in World War II, 
German soldiers parachuted onto the 

island and conquered it. British soldiers 
dropped from parachutes into the wild 
mountains, and joined forces with the 
Cretan guerrillas, like Kallie's father. 
The book The Cretan Runner is a power-
ful story of that time. It was written by a 
poorly educated young Cretan, George 
Psihoundakis, who ran through and over 
the mountains, bringing messages to and 
from the British, hiding in the crags and 
caves. This is the legacy the Sargetakis 
brothers inherited and Kallie, not only 
inherited it, but she and her family lived 
through the horrific German occupation. 

Yet whenever subjects of disorder and 
tragedy came up, I never heard from 
either Steve of Kallie, the famous Greek 
Och kai Ach. They stated their feelings 
as simple fact. 

Both their fathers had come to 
America in the early years to better their 
lives. Steve's father Joseph worked in 
the mines to help his family in Crete, to 
marry, and to begin a family. He became 
one of the thousands of Greek immi-
grants killed in mine explosions, in steel 
mills, on railroad gangs, and in factories. 

His widow then led a life of mourning  

as Greek culture decreed. The boys, 
though, trudged ahead. When they 
returned from the army, they pooled their 
resources, and succeeded beyond their 
expectations. The proverbial American 
dream fulfilled. 

The 1950s were significant years for 
the family. Besides the reuniting of the 
Mike Katsanevas family, the Sargetakis 
brothers established the Silver State 
Suppliers in 1952. It became one of the 
largest wholesale fabric distributors in 
the Mountain West. Kallie and Steve 
married in 1957 and had three most like-
able sons, Manoli, John, and Ted. 

Kallie, with a knack for learning 
quickly, resourceful, joined the Silver 
State Suppliers and became an outstand-
ing businesswoman. 

Their location on Sixth South and 
Second East became the landmark that 
had once belonged to the Politz Candy 
Store. I was sorry when they had to 
move, even though the new location is 
large, airy, and displays the fabrics to 
much better advantage. I think of the old 
Silver State as one of the good memories 
I have carried into old age. The 
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Sargetakis hospitality was legendary. 
Always the coffee maker was going and 
always a big box of Danish pastry was 
there for any visitor or customer to have 
a snack. 

People came in and out. I saw peo-
ple there I had not seen for years. I 
remember the man they called "Uncle 
Nick," although he was not truly an 
uncle but as Greeks have it a relative, 
no matter how far removed was given 
the honorary title of "uncle." (How 
much of that is gone from our lives 
now.) Steve and Kallie became known 
as benefactors through Silver State for 
all church and lodge functions. When 
the Utah Historical Society was mount-
ing "The Greeks in Utah Exhibit" in 
the late 1970s, I wrote several promi-
nent Greek-Americans for donations. 
Steve and Kallie answered immediate-
ly; I didn't hear from the others, except 
after a long time from one more donor. 
They also supplied us with fabric for 
the exhibit, and we were so grateful for 
their help. I hasten to add, because 
some of you might think, "What did 
her husband do?" Nick was a builder 
and supplied us with workers and 
materials. 

We intended to put up exhibits for 
each ethnic group, but the children of 
other immigrants balked at contributing 
the necessary money. The members of 
the Historical Society who have worked 
with Kallie and Steve hold them with 
affection and respect. Among their many 
philanthropies, they were major contrib-
utors to the popular "Greeks in Utah" 
video, which was a KUED project in 
conjunction with the Hellenic Cultural 
Association. My only criticism is that 
Steve should have been given more than 
flashing images in acknowledgment. 

I have a personal reason for my deep 
feelings for Steve. Whenever, I wrote an 
essay for the Utah Historical Ouarterly. I 
could always go to the Silver State 
Suppliers and ask Steve for pictures to 
illustrate my work. To call Steve's work 
in collecting historical pictures a hobby 
would trivialize what he has done. He 
had a photographic memory about pic-
tures. He knew exactly which pictures 
he had, which would serve the purpose 
and he had hundreds to choose from. 

Yet, although I knew Steve had been  

doing an admirable work in collecting 
and making pictures available, not only 
to me, but to others, I didn't realize the 
extent of his importance until I began 
working on my latest work AN 
AMULET OF GREEK EARTH, the 
Romiosini culture our immigrant people 
brought with them and what happened to 
it in this country. 

I didn't want the book to be a region-
al one. I would certainly be criticized for 
that. I wrote to historical societies in 
states in which 1 had no photographs and 
was surprised that they had none in their 
archives. Louisiana had one nondescript 
picture that was unusable. I then wrote 
to the Balch Institute and to the 
Immigration Archives housed in the 
University of Minnesota, again with no 
luck. I asked Father John for the Greek 
Orthodox Yearbook and wrote or faxed 
requests to Greek churches throughout 
the United States, but especially to those 
in the South. Not one answered me. I 
had to find other ways to reach people. 

Only in Utah do we have an impor-
tant, sizeable collection. Almost all of 
these pictures came from Steve and a 
fewer number from my efforts. His pic-
tures have been used again and again. 
The most popular is the one of Joseph 
Sargetakis and a friend coming out of 
the Castle Gate Mine. I put one stipula-
tion at the Historical Society that the 
pictures could not be used for commer-
cial advertisements; they are for history 
use only. If any of you see a picture 
improperly used, please tell me. 

I've sent several of pictures to the 
Ellis Island Museum; two are on dis-
play: Father Markos Petrakis and 
Presvytera and the group of young 
Cretan miners in a 1909 Carbon County 
mining camp, dressed in their Sunday 
clothes, with a gun in one hand to show 
their manliness and a bottle in the other, 
to show they are enjoying themselves. 
They have sprigs of basil in their lapels. 
The picture was taken by John Sagris to 
show the men's families in Crete that 
they were not only well, but were pros-
pering. 

Steve's pictures are also on exhibit in 
the folk museum in Nafplion, in the 
Peloponnese, Greece. 

Not long ago, a Greek film maker 
asked for pictures to be shown on 

Athens television of Greek immigrant 
life in America. I sent him many pictures 
and in due time, he sent me the video 
with the title "Greek Immigrant Life in 
New York." 

I think it is remarkable that Kallie was 
in a sense Steve's partner in this impor-
tant contribution to the Greek-immigrant 
experience. She denies this, but it is true. 
She could have resented, but didn't, the 
time it took from their business and the 
stream of visitors who brought pictures 
for Steve's help in identifying the people 
in the photographs-because our people 
never wrote on the back of pictures who 
the people were. She is the epitome of 
what used to be called a helpmeet. 

Often when I give a talk outside Utah, 
invariably someone will ask me if I know 
Kallie and Steve. Harry Petrakis, the 
well-known author, calls me often and he 
always wants to know how they are. 
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The Council Meeting of the Charter 
What Really Happened at the Meeting in New York, November 30-31 

The Bishops did not speak. Their whis-
pers and body language during the meeting 
indicated that they wanted to speak. They 
had been muzzled at the special meeting of 
the synod in early November. How can you 
muzzle bishops in synodical and conciliar 
meetings and in meetings with their flock? 
How is the relationship of the hierarchy dif-
ferent than what we had in the past? 

Only one archdiocese executive commit-
tee member spoke his mind concerning the 
proposed charter at the meeting of the total 
council. But he had been co-opted at the 
executive committee meeting by the Arch-
bishop who used metaphors related to the 
healing profession of the speaker. How 
could you abandon something that is sick? 
You try to make the sick well, said the arch-
bishop. He then told the group he would 
allow comments to be made to see if the 
proposed Patriarchial charter could be made 
well. 

Archbishop Demetrios and Emmanuel 
Demos, Archdiocese Legal Counselor, pro-
claimed that the proposed charter is a 
"gift" from the Patriarch and needs no dis-
cussion. The charter is not a contract. The 
Patriarch may bring it here himself -to 
present it to the Church in the United States. 
It will not be discussed at the Clergy Laity 
Congress. When it is finalized in Istanbul 
it may be printed in the Orthodox Observer. 
Charters for the Archdiocese need no votes 
by the clergy and laity. They really do not 
need the input of the People of God. 

How could this be? The four other Char-
ters were made with the input of mixed 
councils or committees composed of clergy 
and laity and were not created in secret. 
They were discussed and proposed at 
Clergy Laity Congresses and then sent to 
the Patriarch for his approval or rejection. 
What has changed in 80 years? Why are 
process and the history of the Church in the 
United States being attacked? Did the ex-
ecutive board cut a deal with the Archbishop 
at the executive board held before the meet-
ing of the whole council? 

With the parameters set by the Arch- 

By GEORGE MATSOUKAS 

bishop, with the silence of the bishops and 
lay executive board and with the continued 
micro-management of the affairs of the 
Church by the Patriarch from Istanbul the 
rest of the members brought up their ob-
jections. These objections were recorded. 
How will they be presented to the 
Partriarchate? By the Archbishop alone? 
Will there be a delegation of laypersons and 
clergy with him? How will we know the 
presentation was made? The concerns of 
the archdiocese executive committee were 
not presented in a previous visit to Istanbul 
when charter ideas were being proposed by 
the Synod just before the Patriarchial Char-
ter was proposed. 

How can we trust the Archbishop? Re-
call, he asked for our trust at the Clergy-
Laity Congress in Philadelphia July 2000 
and now he rewards this trust with charter 
proposals that make marginal the role of 
the clergy and laity and the governance of 
Church Affairs by our archdiocese from the 
United States. 

Much of the discussion focused on the 
issue of keeping the Archdiocese intact so 
that it represents the Church on a national 
level. Commemoration of the hierarchs in 
the liturgy is an issue of great importance 
to the bishops. But in general lay persons 
are concerned that the national church be 
maintained under the leadership of the 
Archbishop. This may mean that he should 
be commemorated in the liturgy by all bish-
ops. Several members voiced concern that 
the formation of Metropolises would be 
divisive in the United States. They would 
lead to the fragmentation of the Church in  

the United States and control of the Church 
in the United States would shift to Istanbul. 
The Church in the United States would be 
micro managed from Istanbul. Some speak-
ers stressed the need for the election of an 
Archbishop who has served a minimum of 
five years in the United States. 

Members also brought up the fact that 
the proposed charter diminishes the role of 
the clergy and laity in Church governance. 
An excellent analysis of the Charter pre-
pared by Evan Chriss, an authority on the 
subject, was not distributed to the council. 
It was made available to those who wanted 
it. How many members read the charter 
and understood its consequences before the 
meeting? It was mailed to them just before 
the meeting in a time frame that could not 
provide for a careful reading. Shouldn't 
this proposed Charter be available to all 
parishes for input? 

A lone voice in the assembly brought up 
the fact that not presenting the Charter to 
the Clergy Laity Congress was an admis-
sion that it is a flawed document not suit-
able for the governance of the Church in 
the United States as a majority of the del-
egates would reject it. Imposing this pro-
posed Charter on the Church in the United 
States would have negative consequences 
for the Church for generations to come. 

Any proposed charter must recognize 
that the Church in the United States is a 
mature Church, and the time has come 
for its autonomy which simply means it 
is able to manage its own affairs from 
the United States. 

George E. Matsoukas, Recorder 
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St. Gerorges Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

BONJOUR a la MONTREAL 
By: MEL AND RONNIE GREENBERG 

Photos: MEL GREENBERG 

ith a passionate past 
and the present vi-
brant and beguiling, 
Montreal is French 
Canada with a North 

American culture and European charm. 
An eclectic bilingual metropolis, it is 

mostly French, yet English is spoken 
everywhere. The traditions and ethnic 
cultures are an engaging blend that have 
influenced cuisines, fashion, and the 
arts. 

The largest island in an archipelago 
on the St. Lawrence river, Montreal is 
synonymous with the mountains, water, 
and wonderful parks. An outdoor activ-
ity paradise can be found throughout the 
four very distinctive seasons that shape 
Montreal's "soul." Year round Montreal 
beckons with sights and attractions. In 
winter it is the ultimate playground with 
paths designed for cross-country skiing, 
snow-shoeing, dog sledding, snow-
mobiling and there are 164 outdoor ice 
skating rinks. 

The history of Montreal dates back 
to the Iroquois settlement of Hochelaga, 
first sighted by French explorer Jacques 
Cartier when he sailed up the mouth of 
the St. Lawrence River in 1535. 
Founded a century later in 1642 by Paul 
de Chomedey, Sieur de Maisonneuve,  

the French settlement soon turned into 
the fur-trading capital of North 
America. 

Montreal remained a French posses- 
sion until the English captured the city 
in 1760. The country of Canada was 
created in 1867, and Montreal devel-
oped into an international city. 

PORTRAITS 
DOWNTOWN Set between Mont-

Royal and historic Old Montreal, it is one 
of the most vibrant cosmopolitan areas of 
the city. 

UNDERGROUND CITY is virtually a 
city within the city with 22 miles of cli-
mate-controlled subterranean pedestrian 
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Mont-Tremblent Village & Resort 

malls. Along its corridors are boutiques, 
cinemas, restaurants, museums, and 
hotels all connected by The Metro, a 
sophisticated subway system. PLACE 
DES ARTS is Montreal's main center for 
the performing arts home to the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra, Opera de Montreal, 
McGill Chamber Orchestra, Les Grands 
Ballets 	Canadians, 	Metropolitan 
Orchestra, and three theaters. CONTEM-
PORARY ART MUSEUM OF MON-
TREAL at the edge of Place des Arts, is a 
treasure trove of exhibits devoted exclu-
sively to Contemporary Art. MCGILL 
UNIVERSITY was founded by a bequest 
from James Mc Gill, a Montreal fur trad-
er. McGill received its charter in 1821 
from King George IV, and classes com-
menced in 1829. The downtown campus 
comprises more than 80 buildings on 80 
acres of land. 

SAINTE-CATHERINE STREET is 
the heartbeat of the downtown sector. The 
elegance of its boutiques and stores on 
this main shopping artery, attest to 
Montreal's reputation as a fashion capital. 

MONTREAL BOTANICAL GAR-
DENS, one of the most important in the 
world, has 30 gardens with the largest 
bonsai and penjing collection outside 
Asia. Also on the grounds is the unique 
Insectarium with thousands of insects. 

OLD MONTREAL-"VIEUX-MON-
TREAL" and the Old Port, is where the 
past, undeniably French, is preserved. 
Horse drawn carriages, "caleche", clip-
clop down narrow flower-bedecked cob- 

inviting restaurants, busy nightclubs and 
jazz clubs. NOTRE DAME BASCILLI-
CA a Gothic Revival masterpiece built 
between 1824 and 1829, calls the faithful 
to worship with a 12-ton bell. The basili-
ca features a huge altar surrounded by 
woodcarvings, sculptures, rose stained-
glass windows and paintings. It is the site 
of important religious ceremonies, and 
classical concerts. 

MONTREAL MUSEUM OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY-
POINTE-A-CALLIERE is a fabulous 
museum with a 17th century cemetery 
and an amazing walk through the city's 
foundation. A multimedia show gives an 
overview of the city's history, while con-
versations with 17th century Montrealers 
are made possible via holographs. 
BIODOME crosses 4 eco systems, the 
subpolar region, the cool Laurentian for-
est, the hot, humid tropical forest and the 
depths of the St. Lawrence River. 

PLATEAU MONT-ROYAL is the 
heart and soul of Montreal, comparable to 
the "hip" areas of other great cities. 
Boutiques with one of a kind fashion 
designers define Montreal. The area has 
many painted row houses with outside 
wrought-iron staircases. 

MONT-ROYAL AVENUE is one of 
the three main arteries of the Plateau with 
boutiques and cafes, and a new public 
square. Young Canadian designer bou-
tiques on Rue Crescent and Rue de la 

blestone streets, as cast iron fleur-de-lis 
lamp-posts light the way. 

CITY HALL, built between 1872 and 
1878, reopened in 1926 after a fire 
destroyed the original building. The 
grandiose marble Hall of Honor is illumi-
nated with bronze lights, and large copper 
photos of all the mayors line the walls. 

PLACE JACQUES CARTIER is an 
outdoor gallery center and entertainment 
site, featuring street artists, jugglers, and 
mimes. SAINT-PAUL & RUE DE LA 
COMMUNE STREETS is the area where 
buildings and warehouses from the 19th 
century have been renovated to homes, 
boutiques and art studios. The street has 
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Fairmont Tremblant—Laurentians 

Montagne, near Rue Sherbrook 
(Montreal's Fifth Avenue) are housed in 
elegant town houses. SAINT-LAURENT 
BOULEVARD is the "meeting place" 
between the Anglophone community on 
the west and the Francophone community 
on the East. The avenue is famous as the 
in 	place 	for" 	night 	owls." 
MOUNT ROYAL is set in the center of 
Montreal. 

MOUNT ROYAL PARK cherished by 
Montrealers, reigns above the city. The 
magnificent forested park was designed in 
1876 by Frederick Law Olmsted (design-
er of New York's Central Park). Winter 
activities include cross-country skiing 
and ice skating on Beaver Lake. 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTREAL is 
Quebec's largest university, home to 
50,000 students. The main building 
replete in Art Deco was completed in 
1943. SAINT JOSEPH'S ORATORY 
built in 1924 topped by a copper dome 

reaching 320 feet, is one of the world's 
most visited shrines. The mountainside 
bascillica is a place where miraculous 
cures have been attributed. It takes 300 
steps to reach the Bascillica entrance. 

WHERE TO STAY 
HOTEL LE GERMAIN at 2050 rue 

Mansfield has the subdued ambience of 
luxury and tranquility that soothes and 
stimulates the senses. This boutique hotel, 
in the heart of the city, has loft type,  

warm, well appointed rooms. It was once 
a contemporary office building. Conti-
nental breakfast is served each morning. 

For reservations call: 1-877-333-2050 
or visit their website at: www.hotelger-
main.corn 

HOTEL SAINT-PAUL at 355 McGill 
Street is a exquisitely converted heritage 
building and part of Design Hotels. There 
are 120 rooms with 15 penthouse suites 
with a simple interior design inspired by 
the geometry of the building. 
For reservations call: 514/380-2222 or 
visit their website at: www.designho-
tels.com  

WHERE TO DINE 
Gastronomic capital of the world with 

a superb selection of cuisine served in 
sidewalk cafes, quaint bistros and chic 
dining rooms. Tantalizing specialties can 
be discovered at: AREA, 1426, rue 
Amherst; LA COLOMBE, 554, Avenue 
Duluth Est (bring your own wine); BUB-
BLES, 3553 Boul for champagne, and 
then late dinner a few steps away at PRI-
MADONNA. GIBBY'S, a popular steak 
and seafood house set in 19th century 
Youville Stable, NUANCES, a five-star 
restaurant in the Casino de Montreal; LA 
ROTONDE, adjoining the Contemporary 
Art Museum. Bon Appetit! 

FASHION 
Montreal is recognized as a major 

fashion center. Home to the majority of 
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Greek restaurants along Park Avenue in Montreal 

Quebec fashion designers, Montreal has 
850 fashion clothing businesses. A new 
group of designers are up and coming: 
YSO with a show of poetic proportions 
presents a romantic pre-WWII era of 
sophistication; LUK, has a unique collec-
tion tinted with brightness and colors; 
MICHEL DESJARDINS presents a 
refined style, enhanced by luxurious fab-
rics and impeccable cuts; and KAMKYL, 
reflects the passions of the modern centu-
ry and Nordic remoteness. 

THE LAURENTIANS-THE 
PLAYGROUND NEXT DOOR 

An hour and a half north from 
Montreal is the forested natural splendor 
of the Laurentians, a mecca for year- 

round sporting activities. Visit the Mont-
Tremblant Village & Resort an all inclu-
sive village with 75 shops and restaurants. 
Stay at the beautiful full service FAIR-

MONT TREMBLANT set at the base of 
the mountain overlooking Lac Tremblant. 
The 5-star restaurant The Windigo, offers 
mouthwatering classic cuisine, and over-
looks the breathtaking view of 
Tremblant's Nansen Hill. The Ski-In/Ski-
out has access to 602 acres of alpine ski-
ing, with 92 trails. 

For reservations call, 819/681-7000, or 
visit their website at: www.fairmont.com  

GREEK MONTREAL 
The Greek presence was first recorded 

in the mid 19th century when sailors from 
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Milos on Park Avenue 

Pelopennesus arrived in Montreal, and 
began settling near the port. Others soon 
followed from Kastoria, and became fur 
trappers and traders. 

By the end of the 19th century 
Montreal attracted immigrants from all 
over Greece, who formed their Hellenic 
community around the area called "The 
Main." Many of these new immigrants 
worked in Greek-owned restaurants, 
eventually branching out on their own. 
By the turn of the 20th century, the Greek 
community numbered 2,000, and by 1955 
more than 3,000 immigrants were arriv-
ing in Montreal each year. They moved 
north stretching along Park Avenue and 
Park Extension. 

Today Greek Montrealers are profes-
sionals and skilled workers who work and 
live in major communities of Mile End, 
Lavol, West Island and South Shore. 

The Greek community in Montreal has 
many organizations that lead the ideals of 
Hellenism through history, culture, reli-
gion, language and cooking. Among them 
are the HELLENIC COMMUNITY OF 
MONTREAL, THE CRETAN'S ASSO-
CIATION OF MONTREAL, CENTRE 
D'ETUDES GRECQUES DE MONTRE-
AL, and the MONTREAL INSTITUTE  

found throughout Montreal, but the 
largest concentration is in "the neighbor-
hood." 

MILOS, set in rustic elegance at 5357 
Parc, has authentic Greek cuisine, and 
brings in their own fresh fish and seafood, 
all prepared under the keen eye of Chef 
Kasos. 

LA PSAROTAVERNA SYMPOSIUM 
at 3829 Saint-Denis is noted for its 
seafood specialties as well as its signature 
dessert, saganaki. 

OUZER at 4690 Rue Saint-Denis with 
its beautiful high ceiling and long win-
dows is famous for its excellent 
Mediterranean cuisine and great music. 

SOUVLAKI ELATOS at 550 Jarry 
West, is a local hangout, serving great sou-
vlaki and custard filled galaktoboureko. 

HOW TO GET THERE 
Dorval International airport is serviced 

by AIR CANADA operating over 290 
nonstop flights per week between the 
United States and Canada, more than any 
other airline. Since acquiring Canadian 
Airlines, Air Canada has become the 
world's twelfth largest commercial air-
line, serving over 150 destinations world-
wide and has been the recipient of numer-
ous awards for customer service. Visit 
their website at: www.aircanada.ca  

For more information contact: 
TOURISME MONTREAL at 514/844- 
5400 	or visit their website at: 
www.tourisme-montreal.org  

OF HELLENIC STUDIES AND 
ARCHAEOLOGY. 

The Greek Orthodox Churches in the 
area are, ST. GEORGES CATHEDRAL, 
2455 Cote Street and Catherine Road; ST. 
JOHN THE BAPTISTE, at 5220 Grande-
Alle; KOIMISIS TNS THEOTOKOU at 
7700 de ('Epee; and EVANGELISMOS 
TNS THEOTOKOU at 2455 St. Roch. 

Mouthwatering Greek cuisine can be 
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Books 
hc 

"MY GRANDMOTHER 
IS A SINGING YAYA" 
A new book by Karen Scourby D' Arc 

An embarrassing but loveable Greek 
grandmother is the spark that ignites 
My Grandmother Is a Singing Yaya 
(Orchard Books/Scholastic; November 
2001; $15.95; Ages 4-8,) written by 
Karen Scourby D' Arc by lighthearted 
illustrations by Diane Palmisciano. 

Lulu loves to hear her Yaya sing -
when they are alone together. They sing 
folk songs from Yaya's mother' village 
in Greece. In public, though, Yaya's 
singing makes Lulu cringe. But that 
doesn't stop Yaya from bursting into 

The writer Karen Scourby D' Arc 

song over a dog or a sunny day or even 
a bowl of Yaya's egg lemon soup. How 
can Lulu's crooning Yaya keep quiet 
when there are so many good things to 
celebrate?! 

Diane Palmisciano has illustrated 

many picture books, 
including Getting Used 
to Harry and 
Montezuma's Revenge, 
both written by Carl 
Best and published by 
Orchard. She lives in 
Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

KAREN SCOURBY 
D'ARC is a Greek 
American who works in the motion pic- 
ture industry. This is her first children's 
book and she has been encouraged to 
write a sequel to it. A native New 
Yorker, Karen's educational background 
include The Spense School and Choate 
Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, CT. She 
holds a B.A. degree from Sarah 
Lawrence College, and a M.F.A. in 
Writing Books for Children Program at 

Vermont College, Montpelier, VT, under 
a Merit Scholarship. She divides her 
time between New York City and Santa 
Monica, CA, where she teaches a num-
ber of writing workshops, including 
"Writing Books for Children" and "In 
Your Own Voice: Writing Stories from 
our Lives." 

Although Karen is half Greek, her 
late father, a psychiatrist, was of Irish 
and Italian ancestry, it was the Greek 
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L to R: Mrs. Stephanie Scourby D'Arc, Dr Alice Scourby, Karen Scourby D' Arc 

half, her mother, that shaped her identi-
ty and sense of belonging. When she 
was ten years old she visited Greece for 
the first time; her most impressive 
image remains the Acropolis lit up at 
night; this and her experience with 
YaYa's doting relatives served to rein- 

force her sense of ethnic identity. Her 
book is based on the author's own 
grandmother and her Greek American 
mother whose zest singing remains 
paramount in her life. Similarly, Karen's 
passion for reading and writing have 
motivated her life. In her book, Karen 

blends together the generational conti-
nuity of four generations of women: the 
book is dedicated to her mother, to her 
YaYa, Katherine Sidereas Scourby, and 
to her niece, YaYa's great-granddaugh-
ter, Katherine Rae Corwin. Together 
they reflect an insoluble link to Greek 
American life. Karen's grandmother was 
part of that immigrant generation of 
women who came to America in the 
early part of the 20th century. With the 
zeal of pioneers, these Greek women 
stabilized family life along the closely 
knit patterns of their homeland, 
enveloping its secular and sacred tradi-
tions. They made possible the growth of 
Greek American communities in the 
United States. Were Karen's grandmoth-
er living, she would take great pride in 
the lives and accomplishments of her 
progeny, daughter, granddaughter, and 
great-granddaughter over the spectrum 
of time, the progeny of that immigrant 
generation continue to reflect the tena-
cious resources of those women. 
Karen's book pays homage to them in 
an entertaining way. 
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Our Health: 

It's Never Too Late 
By HARRY NAFPLIOTIS, PhD, PT 

For the past few decades, we have 
over-indulged ourselves as adults in abus-
ing our bodies—over eating, over drinking, 
over smoking and, last but not least, 
over-relaxing. We believe, and therefore as-
sume, that our bodies are indestructible and/ 
or we think that whatever damage we inflict 
on our "delicate biological systems" can be 
undone later, when we finally decide to clean 
up our act. Aside from heredity and genetics, 
what if you eat right, get into shape, drop all 
your bad habits and start treating your body 
like you should; is it possible to repair the 
damage? Most probably the answer is "yes. 

At any time you decide to "slam the brakes" 
and improve your lifestyle by making the nec-
essary changes, they make a difference from 
that point on, says Dr. Jeffrey Koplan, direc-
tor of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 
Maybe not right away. You do need a "skid 
distance which can be reasonably short." 
Consider the examples below, collected from 
the front lines of medical research: 

1 A study in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association concluded that 
women who consume as little as 8 ounces 
offish a week cut their risk of suffering a 
stroke almost in half. 

1 Laboratory measurements show that eat-
ing more fruits, vegetables and fiber 
changes the blood sensitivity to insulin 
within two weeks. This helps decrease 
the risk of diabetes almost immediately. 

1 Scientists have found that sedentary 40 
year old women who start walking briskly 
for half an hour a day, four days a week, 
enjoy almost the same low risk of heart 
attack as women who have exercised 
conscientiously their entire lives. 

1 The day you quite smoking, the carbon 
monoxide levels in your body drop dra-
matically. Four to five years later, the 
chance you will have a heart attack falls 
to nearly that of someone who has never 

The writer is Founder and Direc-
tor of the Physical Therapy Center 
in Teaneck, NJ. 

smoked. 
The most immediate benefit from adopt-

ing a healthy diet is that it can lower your 
blood pressure. Even if you don't have hy-
pertension, decreasing your blood pressure 
makes your blood vessels springier and can 
help stabilize potentially dangerous plaques 
in the arteries. Lowering blood pressure 
isn't the only way to improve your life ex-
pectancy. The extra calcium in the diet helps 
reduce the risk for osteoporosis. The fiber 
in the fruits, vegetables and other foods 
can decrease insulin resistance in many dia-
betics and even lower their need for medi-
cation. 

Other surprising findings of the past de-
cade is that weight training can reverse some 
effects of aging. This is what we emphasize 
at our P.T. Center with our geriatric patients—
between the ages of 76 to 90 and even 
younger—using free weights and machines 
with adjustable weights. We found, for the 
past five years, using progressive weight 
lifting, that we were able to restore balance, 
decrease knee and hip pain from arthritic  

conditions, and improve the quality of life 
of individuals who participated in our su-
pervised weight training program. We do 
not emphasize weight training only to eld-
erly individuals in their 80's and 90's. Stud-
ies have shown that some of the greatest 
benefits occur in men and women who 
started weight training in their 30's and 40's 
(Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, 
research by Dr. Ken Gadrick, associate pro-
fessor). 

Adopting healthy lifestyles won't elimi-
nate all diseases, but doctors believe that 
as much as 70% of all chronic diseases in 
the United States—from diabetes and high 
blood pressure to heart disease and even 
some cancers—can be warded off with some 
timely, sensible changes in lifestyle. 

To put it simply, eat good food in sen-
sible quantities, visit your health care pro-
fessionals, and exercise regularly. We, as 
professionals, provide direction, stability 
and longevity for our patients as we posi-
tion ourselves for an integrated wellness 
drive in shaping up America. 
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Greece's Role in World War II 
Its Importance to the U.S. Today 

The American Hellenic Institute Foun-
dation (AHIF) announced the release of its 
new publication Greece's Pivotal Role in 
World War II and Its Importance to the 
U.S. Today. Editor, Eugene T. Rossides, 
President of AHIF, wrote in the Preface: 

"This volume is designed to illuminate 
Greece's efforts in World War II and to set 
forth the reasons for Greece's importance 
to the U.S. today. It is my hope that this 
volume will stimulate much additional 
scholarship on Greece's historic role in 
World War II and in the 20th Century as 
well as Greece's importance to the U.S. in 
the new millennium." 

In his Introduction, General Andrew J. 
Goodpaster, USA (Ret.), former Supreme 
Commander of NATO wrote: 

"As the years pass, it becomes more and 
more necessary to recall and record for new 
generations just how the people of Greece, 
alone or with allies, gained and held for their 
country for a century and more the inde-
pendence and democracy it possesses to- 

day — and how in one special moment in 
history Greece at heavy cost and sacrifice 
and with great courage and determination 
played a pivotal role in World War II in 
defying the forces of tyranny and Axis ag-
gression that were arrayed against not only 
Greece but the whole of Western civiliza-
tion. It is an inspiring story." 

This important volume captures in four-
teen essays Greece's pivotal role in World 
War II. These essays include: 

• "Mussolini's Parallel War: Italy 
Attacks Greece, October 1940" by 
James E. Miller, professor in the De-
partment of History, John Hopkins 
University, Washington, DC. He is 
chair of Italy and Greece-Cyprus 
Area Studies courses at the Foreign 
Service Institute; 

• "The Greek Decision to Resist the 
Axis Invasion, 1940-41" by 
Constantinos Svolopoulos, profes-
sor in the Department of History at 
the University of Athens, Greece; 

• "Dead-End Diplomacy: Greece 
and the Balkan States in the Path 
of War" by S. Victor Papacosma, 
professor of history at Kent State 
University and director of the 
Lemnitzer Center for NATO and 
European Community Studies; 

• "The Greek-Italian War: The 
View from the U.S. Embassy in 
Athens" by John 0. latrides, Ph.D., 
professor of international politics at 
Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity; 

• "Greek Wartime Actions: From 
the Albanian War to the Battle of 
Crete and The National Resis-
tance" by Andre Gerolymatos, as-
sociate professor, Department of 
History, Simon Fraser University 
(SFU), Vancouver, British Colum-
bia; 

• "Elements of Confusion: Britain 
and Greece, 1940-1941" by Robin 
Higham, professor of history at 
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Kansas State University; 
• "The Role of the Greek Merchant 

Marine in World War II" by 
Matheos D. Los, secretary general, 
Union of Greek Shipowners; 

• "The Costs to Greece of World 
War II and the Post-War Ameri-
can 

Reconstruction Program: Eight 
Voices" by James C. Warren, Jr., advisor 
to U.S. firms doing business in Greece. He 
also served as chief of the Import Program 
Office of the Marshall Plan Mission to 
Greece for more than four years; 

• "The Rescue of the Jews in Volos"  

by Dr. Yolanda Avram Willis, lec-
turer and writer whose work focuses 
predominantly on the Jewish Holo-
caust.; 

• "Operation Blockade: Greek-
American Humanitarianism Dur-
ing World War II" by Alexandros 
K. Kyrou, assistant professor of his-
tory and director of East European 
and Russian Studies at Salem State 
College in Salem, Massachusetts; 

• "The Role of Greece in the East-
ern Mediterranean" by Gregorios 
Demestichas, Ret., former chief of 
the Hellenic Navy, chairman of the 

Hellenic Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies; 

• "Greek-American Relations 
From the Early Cold War to the 
Present: An Overview" by 
Athanassios G. Platias, associate 
professor of strategic studies at 
Panteion University of Social and 
Political Sciences in Athens. He is 
also head of research at the Insti-
tute of International Relations, Ath-
ens; 

• "The Military and Geostrategic 
Dimensions of the Truman Doc-
trine" by Lt. Gen. Photios Metal-
linos, Ret., special analyst in inter-
national relations, Hellenic Institute 
of Strategic Studies; 

• "The Importance of Greece to the 
U.S.—Past and Present" by Eu-
gene T. Rossides, retired senior part-
ner in the international law firm of 
Clifford Chance Rogers and Wells. 
He is the founder of the American 
Hellenic Institute, the AHI Founda-
tion and a member of the board of 
directors of the Eisenhower Insti-
tute. 

The American Hellenic Institute Foun-
dation, Inc., established in 1975, is a 
501 (c)(3) nonpartisan nonprofit tax-exempt 
educational and research organization. It is 
the first "think tank" devoted exclusively 
to the study of issues regarding the Greek 
American community and U.S. relations 
with Greece and Cyprus. AHIF conducts a 
program of research, publications, confer-
ences, seminars and lectures, and maintains 
a library and an information center. Cur-
rent publications include: Modern Greeks 
(1997) by Costas Stassinopoulos; Doing 
Business in 

Greece (1996) a two volume loose-leaf 
reference service; Handbook on United 
States Relations with Greece and Cyprus 
(2000) a loose-leaf reference service; and 
the American Hellenic Who's Who, 1994-
95 (5th ed.). 

Greece's Pivotal Role in World War 
II and Its Importance to the U.S. Today 
is in soft cover, 220 pages, includes 12 pho-
tos and sells for $20 plus $3 for postage 
and handling. It can be ordered from the 
AHIF. For information call AHIF at: 
(202) 785-8430. 



Greek Americans 
ON REVIEW 

By Sophia Nihi 

ANDREW GEORGANAS 
ASSIGNED TO EL1VH-IURST, IL 

Deacon Andrew Georganas has been 
assigned to the St. Demetrios 

Parish in lmhurst, IL by Metropolitan 
lakovos, the presiding hierarch of the 
Diocese f Chicago. Deacon Georganas 
was born in Wheaton, IL. He graduated 
from Hellenic College in 1994 and from 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
theology in 1997. Upon graduation, he 
served as youth ministry director of he 
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Glenview, 
IL until 1998 when he became the 
Diocese of Chicago Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries. Six months 
after marrying Dimitra E. Nassis, on 
November 25, 2000, Andrew Georganas 
was ordained to the Holy Diaconate on 
May 21, 2001 by Metropolitan lakovos. 
At the St. Demetrios Parish, Deacon 
Andrew will assist Fr. Peter Malamis, 
the Proistameno of the community. 
Deacon Andrew's wife, Dimitra, is a 
mathematics teacher at Lockport High 
School in Lockport, IL. She has been 
active air her own parish of St. Nicholas 
in Oak Lawn where she worked with 
Goyans for many years. 

ANASTASIA PRIMIS TEACHES 
AT THEOPHANY SCHOOL 
A nastasia Primis is the new Kinder-
.,- gartenn teacher at the Theophany 
School in Dedham, MA and is looking for-
ward to furthering the education of young 
children in an Orthodox Christian setting. 
Anastasia was born and raised in Eagle 
River, AL. Her parents were both profes-
sional ballet dancers and teachers. 
Anastasia began playing the violin at an 
early age. During her senior year in high 
school, she attended North Carolina School 
of the Arts where she was able to pursue her 
studies in music and experience the world 
of a professional artist. She graduated from 
the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, in 
1999, with a Bachelor Degree in 
Elementary Education. In January of 2000 
she moved to Boston and received the 
Massachusetts Elementary Teacher 
Certification. Anastasia has spent exten-
sive time in New York City as part of a 
musical theater study program affiliated 
with the University of California Irvine. 
She has played the violin in the Anchorage 
Symphony and Opera and in the Fairbanks 
Symphony and has performed vocally in 
North Carolina, California, Texas and 
Alaska. Says Anastasia, "While I am 
inspired by the arts, the Orthodox Church  

has always been the most important influ-
ence in my life. I truly cannot think of a 
more fulfilling career than as an educator, 
teaching young children about the faith of 
the Orthodox Church." 

MATT STOVER AWARDED 
2001 HARRY AGGANIS AWARD 

Matt Stover of Georgetown, TX has 
eceived the 2001 Harry Agganis 

Outstanding Athlete Award. Born in 
Dallas, TX in 1968, Matt attended lake 
Highlands High School where he set state 
kicking records and was an all district wide 
receiver. He attended Louisiana Tech 
University where he was a four-year kick-
ing specialist with a career that included 64 
of 88 field goal attempts. In 1990, he signed 
with the New York Giants, then Cleveland 
and on March 15, 1991, signed as a kicker 
with the Baltimore Ravens. In the 2000 
season, he led the NFL with 135 kicking 
points. This past season, he was selected 
for the first time as the pro bowl kicker for 
the American Football Conference and 
earned the Associated Press All Pro 
Honors. His pro career scoring is 309 of 
312 points after touchdown, a 99 percent 
average. Matt and his wife Debbie are the 
parents of Jennie Lee and Jacob Matthew. 
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DR. YATROMANOLAKIS 
SPOKE AT GREEK INSTITUTE 

r. Dimitrios Yatromanolakis of 
_L./Boston, MA gave a presentation titled, 
"Healing Sounds: Music and Medicine in 
Greek Antiquity," last month at the Greek 
Institute in Cambridge, MA. Dr. 
Yatromanolakis is a research member of 
the Society of Fellows at Harvard 
University. He holds a master's and a 
doctorate degree in classics from the 
University of Oxford. He has studied 
music in Greece, England and the united 
States. His areas of expertise include 
archaic and classical Greek literature, 
Greek vase painting, papyrology history 
and theory of ancient Greek music and the 
performance poetical of Greece and 
Rome. Dr. Yatromalonakis is the author of 
an upcoming book, "Sappho in the 
Making". He has also published a number 
of articles and reviews. He is a coeditor 
of the major electronic publication 
"Home and the Papyri" of the Center of 
Hellenic Studies in Washington, DC. 
Earlier this year he was awarded the 
William F. Milton Fund Award for 
research on the history of the institution  

of musical contests. 

ELIAS P. GYFTOPOULOS 
RECOGNIZED 

Prof. Elias P. Gyftopoulos of Lincoln, 
MA, professor emeritus of mechanical 

and nuclear engineering at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, was 
recognized by The American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers International for his 
papers, "Entropy--Part I: Statistics and its 
Misleading Disorder" and "Entropy--Part 
II: Thermodynamics and Perfect order." 
He received the society's Edward F. Obert 
Award last month during the ASME 
Congress and Exposition held in New York 
City. Prof. Gyftopoulos' association with 
MIT dates to 1955. There he initiated and 
taught a two-term sequence of courses on 
nuclear power plant dynamics, control and 
safety. His research was devoted to the 
advancement of thermionic energy conver-
sion in space, powered by wither solar or 
nuclear energy. He is the author of four 
books and more than 140 articles in techni-
cal journals, and editor-in-chief of 17 MIT 
Industrial Energy Conservation Manuals. 
Prof. Gyftopoulos earned his diploma in  

mechanical and electrical engineering at 
the Technical University of Athens, Greece 
in 1953. He received a Sc. D in electrical 
engineering form MIT in 1958. In 1992 the 
Technical university of Athens awarded 
him an honorary doctorate. The Technical 
University of Nova Scotia awarded him an 
honorary doctorate in engineering in 1997 
and, in 2001 he was the recipient of yet 
another honorary doctorate from the 
University of Patras. 

JIM KOKORIS 
OFFERS INSIGHTS 

Novelist Jim Kokoris, a native of 
LaGrange Park, IL, has penned his 

first novel, "The Rich Part of Life," which 
not only has received high praise but the 
screen rights have been bought by 
Columbia Pictures. The book, published 
by St. Martin's Press and chosen as a selec-
tion by three major book clubs, is based on 
the fictional life of 11-year-old Teddy 
Pappas whose life is turned upside down 
when his widowed father wins $190 mil-
lion in the lottery. Mr. Kokoris regards 
himself as a humorist and has been pub-
lished in the Chicago Tribune, the Reader's 
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Digest and other publications. He penned 
his novel during the one-to-two-hour incre-
ments while working in public relations. 
He is a partner in the Oak Brook IL public 
relations firm JSH & A. 

KYVELOS RECEIVED 
NATIONAL HERITAGE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Peter S. Kyvelos of Boston, MA has 
been awarded a 2001 National Heritage 

Fellowship by the Greek Music Society of 
Boston. One of the original founders of the 
Greek Music Society, Mr. Kyvelos was 
awarded the fellowship as a master maker 
of the Oud. Peter Kyvelos is known as the 
Stradivarius of the Oud. His talents, how-
ever, are not restricted to making and 
repairing Ouds. For more than three  

decades he has applied his skills equally to 
building and repairing instruments from 
violins and cellos to bouzoukia, santouria, 
mandolins, guitars, kanonakia, lyres, etc. 
Peter Kyvelos is also a top rank performer 
on the Oud. Earlier this fall he was a fea-
tured performer with the Greek Music 
Society of Boston ensemble in a concert of 
Greek and middle-eastern music which 
benefited the Twin Towers Relief Fund. 
His talents were recognized by the Boston 
Globe which devoted a feature article on 
him, his talents and the Oud. 

ELIZABETH PRODROMOU 
AIMS TO WORLD PEACE 
TNT-. Elizabeth H. Prodromou of Boston, 
LIMA is an assistant professor in the 
Depaftment of international Relations at 

Boston University where she is also the 
Associate Director of the Institute on 
Religion and World Affairs. She also sits as 
the Executive Director at the Cambridge 
Foundation for Peace, a nonprofit, public 
charity dedicated to sustainable peace 
building in Southeastern Europe and the 
Eastern Mediterranean. She holds a Ph.D. 
and an S. M. in political science from the 
Massachusetts institute of Technology, as 
well as an M.A.L.D. from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy and a B.A. 
in International relations and History from 
Tufts University. She has held teaching 
appointments at Princeton University, as 
well as teaching fellowships at Harvard and 
Tufts Universities. She has published arti-
cles and chapters in books in several lan-
guages in numerous academic and policy 
journals in the United States and Europe. A 
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regional expert on Southeastern Europe and 
the Eastern Mediterranean, Dr. 
Prodromou's scholarship and policy word 
concentrate on religion and international 
relations, nationalism and conflict resolu-
tion, and nontraditional security threats. Dr. 
Prodromou has been an invited policy con-
sultant at the United States State 
Department, the Foreign Affairs Training 
Center of the Foreign Service Institute, the 
United States Defense Intelligence 
Council, the United States Central 
Intelligence Agency, and the Council on 
Foreign Relations. She has received 
numerous awards and grants, including 
research fellowship from Harvard's 
Kennedy School of Government and 
Center for European Studies; New York 
University's Center for European Studies; 
and Princeton University' University 
Committee on Research in Humanities & 
Social Science. She is active and has held 
elected positions in many professional 
organizations and is listed in Whose Who 
of American Women, 21st Edition of 
Outstanding Women of North America. Dr. 
Prodromou and has husband, Dr. 
Alexandros K. Kyrou are the parents of one 
daughter, Sophia. 

A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

at Fordham University and her master's 
degree of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
from Brooklyn College. 

JAMES DEMAKES the owner of 
Jimmy's Allehurst in Danvers, MA will 
host a Benefit Dinner for the Diocese of 
Boston Philoxenia House on January 25, 
2002, the dinner is cosponsored by the 
Diocese of Boston and the Consulate of 
Greece in Boston. 

FR. ALEXANDER VERONIS, the 
pastor of the Lancaster, PA Greek 
Orthodox Parish, delivered the 2001 
Mission Lecture at Hellenic College-Holy 
Cross on November 27. The title of his 
lecture was, "Beginnings and Growth of 
Missions in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America". Fr. Alexander's 
and Presbytera Pearl's son, Fr. Luke 
Veronis and his family are serving the 
Church in Albania. 

GEORGIA MAHERAS of Scituate, 
MA is the production manager of the 
BostonAcademy's of Music 2001-2002 
Opera Season, the opening presentation 
of which was Gaetano Donizetti's "L'elisir 
d'amore". George is a graduate of Boston 
University and the Boston University 
School of Theology. She is the daughter 

of the Rev. and Mrs. John Maheras. 

DR. VENETIA GEORAS of Brown 
University in Rhode Island, is the person 
to contact to learn more about the Modern 
Greek Studies at Brown. In the academic 
year 1999-2000 there were five courses of 
language study, two courses in literature, 
and two in history. Student enrollment has 
nearly tripled in language courses; more 
than 75 students enrolled in literature and 
history. In addition to formal instruction, 
the Program also offers a rich array of 
extramural activities attended by members 
of the academic community and residents 
of southeastern new England. Also, much 
effort and substantial resources have been 
devoted to building up the Rockefeller 
Library collection in the field of Modern 
Greek Studies. Dr. Georas may be con-
tacted at (401) 421-8694. 

TIM STRATTON of Elmhust, IL has 
been awarded the 2001 William G. 
Chirgotis Outstanding Collegiate Athlete 
Award by the Order of Ahepa. Tim played 
football for York High School in Elmhurst 
for four years and is now on the Purdue 
Unversity team where he rants eighth in the 
school's history for passes caught (135), 
ninth in touchdown receptions (131) and 
13th in receiving yards (1,573). 

DR. GEORGE P. CANELLOS of 
Weston, MA has been named one of five 
top breast cancer doctors in the united 
States by Redbook Magazine. He is a 
medical oncologist the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in Boston. Dr. Canellos 
has a distinguished career in his field and 
is the recipient of many awards for his 
achievements. 

MICHAEL DUKAKIS, a former 
governor of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and presidential candidate, 
has been honored by Brookline High 
School from which he graduated in 1951. 

IRENE POLEMIS of New Jersey is 
the author of "Double Exposure: Echoes 
of Two Cultures", published by Seaburn 
Books. Irene received her undergraduate 
degree in Literature and Classical Greek 
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