




To Reverse the 
Loss of Greece's 
Forests 
Someday our descendants 
will see the rich, lush 
mountains of Greece, and 
that will be our living legacy 
to them. Make the dream a 
reality... 
"Plant Your Roots in 
Greece" 

Since ancient times—even more 
so now—the value of trees to 
Greece has been immeasurable 
and their loss has been 
heartbreaking. "Plant Your 
Roots in Greece" offers you a 
unique opportunity to become an 
integral part of this splendor now 
and forever. 

Today the enemy of Greece's 
forests is not warfare but forest 
fires which, with subsequent 
erosion, create a vicious cycle of 
forest and soil loss. Where 
mountains were once lush, they 
are now barren, the rich soil 
washed away, the once plentiful 
flora and fauna gone. 

The Greek government has 
recognized the critical problems 
and is committing major 
resources to this reforestation 
effort. Greeks across the United 

States and Canada, through their 
national associations such as the 
Hellenic American National 
Council and other organizations 
and with the assistance and 
support of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of North America, 
and AHEPA & AHI, have 
developed their own mechanism 
to reforest their homeland—The 
Plant Your Roots in Greece 
Foundation. The program will 
be a magnitude unmatched since 
the Greek Americans came to 
Greece's assistance after the 
devastation of World War II and 
the ensuing civil war. 

Bea Part of an Historic 
Event! 

The program centers around the 
ability of anyone, of Greek 
descent or not, or anyone who is 
concerned and wishes to restore 
Greece's natural splendor, to 
plant a tree in Greece in their 
name or in the name of a loved 

one or friend. At a cost of $10 
per tree, including an inscribed 
certificate, the program is 
affordable to all. It is expected 
that millions of trees can be 
planted through this program and 
there will be vast forests in the 
name of individuals, associations 
and corporations as a 
manifestation of their love for 
Greece. In addition to tree 
planting, an aggressive program 
of fire-fighting has been instituted 
and in 1999, for the first time in 
millennia, reforestation has 
exceeded destruction from fires. 
The first forest was planted in 
Sounion in 1999 with the help of 
the Federation of ENOSIS and 
was named the "Forest of Illinois". 

Matching Funds by the 
European Community 

The Plant Your Roots in Greece 
program could reforest the hills 
and mountains of Greece fully by 
2010. It is the single largest 
environmental program in the 
European Community and will be 
one of the most massive efforts 
in history involving the planting 
and cultivation of seedlings. The 
government of Greece has also 
arranged with the European 
Community for the EC to match 
on a one-to-one basis the dollars 
generated through the Plant Your 
Roots program. Thus, for every 
tree we plant, the EC will match 
funds for additional trees. 

Yes I will join the "Plant Your Roots Program" 
to reforest the Greek mountains and countryside 

Special Giving 
$10 - An Individual Tree 
$1,000 - A "Grove" of 100 Trees 
$10,000 - A "Glen" of 1,000 Trees 
$25,000 - A "Wood" of 2,500 Trees 
$100,000 - A "Forest" of 10,000 Trees 	Telephone 	  
Enclosed is my check for $ 	for 	trees. 
Make checks payable to: "Plant Your Roots in Greece Foundation, Inc." 
2155 W. 80th Street, Chicago, IL 60620 U.S.A. 
Deposits in Greece: TRAPEZA PISTEOE, Acct.#143-0021-1-037288 
The trees will be planted in your honor, or memory of anyone you designate. All gifts will be acknowledged with a 
beautifully inscribed certificate of the classic green elegance of the Greek mountains. Please indicate in whose honor or 
memory the gift is being made and the name and address of the person who should receive the certificate. 

Send Certificate to: Name 	  
Address 	  
To Honor/In Memory (circle one) 	  

Plant Your Roots in Greece 
Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit 
tax exempt corporation, 
incorporated in D.C. 

For More Information, please call 
773-9942222 

Name 	  
Address 	  
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THE CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 
By Dr. G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

Each year as the date of JUNE SIXTH 
arrives, my mind goes back to the 
year 1944. It was June 6, 1944, 57 

years ago, that American troops together 
with their British allies landed on a broad 
stretch of sandy beach in Normandy, 
France. It was a date which became known 
historically as D-DAY- THE ALLIED INVA-
SION OF EUROPE. 

I went back recently and stood on the 
cliffs above that historic larding site— a 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Our contributing editor 
Dr. G.C. Kiriakopoulos is a professor at Colum-
bia University and is the author of several highly 
acclaimed books beside many articles that have 
been published in national and international 
periodicals. He was recently the recipient of the 
GOLDEN BOOK AWARD from the Royal So-
ciety of Great Britain. 
This story is adapted from his forthcoming book, 
"WHEN DUTY WHISPERS LOW" in which 
he states that... "the epic of war creates unusual 
events in the lives of those involved. Many tragic 
events of human circumstance take place in the 
upheaval of war, events that would never occur 
in a normal peacetime life. This story is indica-
tive of one of those events." Dr. Kiriakopoulos is a 
combat veteran of World War Two, who fought 
with the Fifth Ranger Battalion in Normandy. 

Rangers landing on Omaha Beach. 

view so clearly depicted in the opening 
scenes of the recent Steven Spielberg clas-
sic war film entitled, "SAVING PRIVATE 
RAN." Over the decades, the landscape 
had changed. Many memorials have been 
erected along the beach to remind the 
bathers and the vacationing strollers of 
the historic events that had taken place 
there 57 years earlier. 

With the memorials, have come the 
beach cabanas, the souvenir shops, and 
the restaurants to alter the appearance of 
this sacred land upon which so many 
brave men had given their lives. 

As I stood on the heights above OMAHA 
BEACH, my mind went back through the 
years and I reminisced of all the dramatic 
events that we encountered as we fought 
for the liberation of Europe — from the 
beaches of Normandy on June sixth until 
ultimate victory on V-E Day on May 8, 
1945. Of all those events, what follows 
stands out above the rest. 

It was the beginning of Spring 1945, 
and the promise of final victory against 
Nazi Germany was evident all around us. 
Big cities had been bombed into total 
destruction; German troops were surren-
dering in droves; and white sheets hung 
in village after village as the sign of their 
surrender to our advancing troops. How-
ever, there were pockets of resistance in- 

hibiting our advance. There were Germans 
who did not want to surrender, or who did 
not believe that the end of the war was 
near. In many towns and hamlets, these 
diehard German soldiers would not al-
low the mayor or the local inhabitants to 
hang out the white flag of surrender. One 
such town was Hanau. 

Our infantry company had approached 
the outskirts of this town in the twilight 
hours of dusk. In order to enter the town, 
we had to cross a two-lane stone bridge 
over a shallow river. We had marched all 
day, as the lead company of the attack-
ing battalion. During this day's advance, 
my company had fought only one short 
skirmish without incurring any casualties. 

It was 3:00 A.M. when we reached the 
bridge that led into the outskirts of this 
town named Hanau. We assumed that we 
would settle down for the night, and at 
the first light of dawn we would cross the 
bridge and seize the town. It was the logi-
cal thing to do, but the army did not al-
ways follow logic in the eyes of the com-
bat soldier. 

As a platoon sergeant, I hoped that the 
men of my three squads would not be 
chosen for any patrol duty during the night. 
We were all exhausted from the day's 
events. However, our battalion com-
mander had other plans. He had received 
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The bunkers 

orders from higher headquarters that we 
were to seize the bridge, cross the narrow 
river and take the town before dawn. 

Most of the men in my unit were com-
bat veterans who had fought from the 
beaches of Normandy, through France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, and now Germany, 
and we thought that this order was fool-
ish. Why risk casualties in a night attack 
— so close to the end of the war — when 
we could easily capture the town the next 
day. By attacking at night we would have 
no armor support. Our tanks did not ad-
vance at night fearful of being hit by Ger-
man rockets. 

We posed the question to our platoon 
lieutenant, who agreed with us. Even 
though he was new to our outfit and still 
tried to impress us with his leadership. 
When we posed the same question to the 
company commander, the captain replied 
that the orders came from General George 
Patton's Third Army headquarters. The 
General wanted us to seize Hanau tonight 
not tomorrow. 

Tired to the point of exhaustion, the 
men of my platoon prepared for the at-
tack, grumbling and cursing everyone 
from the General down to the Captain. 
When our lieutenant told us that our pla-
toon was to lead the attack, we cursed 
again, this time we included the lieuten-
ant in our choice epithets. 

In actual combat, infantrymen habitu-
ally used the "buddy system." They 
paired off in two's, so that each man could 
watch-out for the safety of the other. This 
was essential, for there were no loners in 
combat. Those who did not pair-up with a 
comrade usually did not last long over an 
extended period of combat. Each man 
looked out for the safety of his buddy. 

My buddy was a soldier from Pennsyl- 

vania, a Greek American like myself, of 
Cretan ancestry whose name was Christo 
Christakis. He had joined the company 
after our unit's breakthrough at Avranches 
in France. We were both privates then, but 
as we got our stripes we remained "bud-
dies" even after I became a platoon ser-
geant. We hit it off well right from the be-
ginning. We had much in common in back-
ground and in interests. To keep him close 
to me when I became a platoon sergeant, 
I made him my platoon runner. We were 
companions drawn close by our day-to-
day travails, and whenever we settled 
ourselves in a newly dug fox-hole at night, 
we often spoke of home, of our friends, 
parents and church. We also spoke of the 
future when this "mess" was over, hoping 
that there would be a future for us. 

Christo was a good buddy and a good 
soldier. In one skirmish, he saved my life 
by firing at a German soldier who had me 
in his sights. On another occasion, I re-
turned the favor when Christo was caught 
flatfooted with an empty rifle while fac-
ing three black-garbed Waffen SS troop-
ers. As he kneeled to reload, the Germans 
opened fire at him. I emptied my clip at 
them scattering them. Christo took a deep 
breath and looked at me, with that look of 
gratitude which words cannot describe. 

The order finally came for me to lead 
my platoon across the bridge and into 
the dark streets of the town of Hanau. My 
scouts had returned to tell us that the area 
was clear of enemy soldiers. We used the 
stone bridge and stealthily advanced 
through the dark streets of the town. The 
whole operation instinctively bothered 
me. It was too quiet even at this dark hour 
of night. What disturbed me came from a 
sixth sense, from what one might call a 
"gut' feeling. It was a sixth sense that de-
velops in some combat veterans from 
experience. For me, it was a sixth sense 
that had fore-warned me of danger many 
times in the past and would do so again 
in the future. It was a disturbing feeling. 

"You're tired," Christo replied softly, 
hoping to soothe my fear. 

"O.K. smart guy!" I retorted sharply, 
"where are the town's people...? They 
didn't know we were coming... where did 
they go? This is like a ghost town, as if 
someone ordered them to leave so as not 
to be caught in a crossfire!" 

When the platoon lieutenant informed 
us dejectedly that the ammunition and 
supply jeeps would not arrive until morn-
ing, my fears increased further, for we were  

very short on ammunition. "Let's hope, 
Sergeant," the lieutenant remarked to me, 
"that we have a quiet night." 

The squads of my platoon had taken 
over several houses as outposts. Christo 
and I took our place in the command post. 
My fears still lingered in my mind, as I 
stretched my weary body on the floor of 
the kitchen. I was so tired that I did not 
even remove my boots. I loosened my 
cartridge belt and lay my rifle and hel-
met on the floor next to me. 

Christo went into another soliloquy 
about his girlfriend back home. His voice 
faded as I abruptly fell into a deep sleep. 
It did not last long. 

From somewhere out in the darkness 
came the familiar sound of a German 
machine-gun — its rapid fire tearing the 
night's stillness. The sound woke me up. 
With eyes half open, I tried to clear the 
cobwebs from my brain. Then all hell 
broke loose! 

I blew out the half-burned candle that 
still glowed on the kitchen table and raced 
for the window, buckling my ammunition 
belt on the way. Christo was right behind 
me. 

From the window I could see enemy 
tracer bullets being fired at each house 
occupied by the men of my platoon. My 
instinct was true — we were in a trap! The 
Germans had us surrounded. 

Our return fire diminished slowly, 
which gave us the frightening realization 
that we were running out of ammunition. 
My rifle and bandoleer were soon empty, 
as were the weapons of the other men in 
my platoon. 

"It's better we get out of here, while we 
can," the platoon lieutenant shouted over 
the sporadic din of our diminishing rifle 
fire. "Back to the bridge," he ordered, "...in 
two's and three's ...let's go!" We went! 

Christo and I stood quietly behind the 
safety of a stone wall, ready to make a 
run for the distant bridge which we had 
crossed earlier in the evening. Once 
across that bridge we would be safe 
amongst our own men. 

I left the protection of the wall first, with 
Christo right behind me. As Christo ran in 
stride even with me, there was a short burst 
of machine gun fire from somewhere close. 

"Sarge, I'm hit!" The words gurgled from 
Christ's throat. 

As noisy as the din of battle can be, I 
heard my buddy's scream and saw him 
fall. I stopped and rushed to his side. 
There was no response to my words. I 
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lifted him into my arms but he collapsed 
limply, his head rolling backward. My 
hand filled with his blood. I had seen men 
die before, and from the limp feel of his 
body I realized that my dear buddy and 
close friend, Christo, was dead. He had 
been killed by enemy bullets that had 
been aimed at me. Running in stride next 
to me, he had caught the full burst of bul-
lets into his side — bullets that had been 
aimed at me. I laid his body down on the 
pavement tenderly as tears came to my 
eyes. 

Ever alert, from the corner of my eye I 
saw a huge shadow coming at me. At that 
moment, the flash from an exploding gre-
nade silhouetted this onrushing shadow. 
The flash lasted long enough to reveal 
that this shadow wore a German helmet. 
Intuitively, I had the feeling that this was 
the German that had killed my buddy 
Christo. 

In a movement that takes longer to 
describe than carry out, my hand reached 
inside my field jacket and grasped the 
handle of an automatic pistol which I car-
ried in a shoulder holster. I fired it instinc-
tively at the approaching German soldier. 
I emptied the whole clip into him. He 
stopped abruptly and crumpled at my 
feet. 

Still pained by Christo's death, I rose 
and raced for the security of the distant 
bridge, carrying my rifle in one hand and 
the pistol in the other. I legged it across 
an open field and soon caught up with 
the rest of my platoon. 

Early the next morning, our infantry 
company — with the remnants of my pla-
toon — crossed the bridge once again and 
retook the town of Hanau. I returned to the 
town square and found Christo's body, 
lying there where I had left him just a few 
hours before. He looked so peaceful, 
even after meeting such a violent death. I 
removed one of his dogtags and placed 
it in his half-open mouth for identifica-
tion. Then I unsheathed his bayonet and 
snapped it into place on his rifle. I speared 
the rifle into the ground, the blade dig-
ging deeply between two paving stones. 
On the butt-end of his rifle I placed his 
helmet. I wanted to be sure that his body 
would be found after we had left the area. 
It was the least I could do for my buddy 
who gave up his life for me. My eyes 
teared as I said a last "goodbye." 

Not far from where Christo lay, I saw a 
dead German soldier, lying on his back. 
This was the German who had killed 

Christo and at whom I had fired my pis-
tol. I walked over and stared down at his 
smooth-shaven, glassy-eyed face, study-
ing its features for several minutes. It was 
the first time since Normandy that I had 
looked into the dead eyes of an enemy 
soldier that I had personally killed. That 
blank gaze stared back at me as if to say... 
"why did you kill me?" I shrugged my 
shoulders, silently replying through 
clenched teeth with an appropriate epi-
thet, "...you killed my buddy!" 

My battalion moved through the re-
mainder of the town without any substan-
tial opposition, securing it. My own com-
pany continued to a village beyond, and 
was ordered to stay there in battalion re-
serve. My platoon settled in for the night 
in a group of houses and this time I made 
certain that each squad was amply sup-
plied with rations and ammunition. What 
had happened in Hanau was not going to 
be repeated here in this village, if I could 
help it. 

Toward evening, an elderly woman 
came to me. She was very upset, and was 
speaking rapidly and loudly in a lan-
guage that was foreign to me. I sent for 
one of the soldiers in my platoon who 
spoke German. Old "liverlips" as we had 
nicknamed him because of his constant 
pout, translated that someone had taken 
a diabetic syringe kit that her husband 
needed to inject himself, or he could go 
into diabetic shock and die. 

"To blazes with her!" I retorted gruffly, 
thinking of Christo's death and of the 
twenty other American soldiers that were 
wounded and killed in the previous 
night's German counterattack. "Get her out 
of here!" I ordered. 

Then I saw her white-haired, elderly 
husband standing passively, almost 
pleadingly, in the doorway. He looked 
so much like my father, that my heart soft-
ened. "Tell her that I'll try to find it for 
her." 

It did not take long to determine who 
had "liberated" the diabetic syringe kit. 
When the first squad of my platoon had 
gone through the house looking for hid-
den German soldiers, the platoon medic 
had taken it. 

The elderly woman almost kissed my 
hands when I handed her the syringe kit. 
There were tears in her eyes as she 
thanked me over and over again. 

It was getting dark when I left the old 
lady's house. It was then that I noted that 
a candle was burning in the window of 

Ponte Du Hoc 

her house. As dusk turned into the deep 
shadows of night that burning candle 
stood out like a beacon. It would make a 
perfect target for German artillery. I or-
dered that it be extinguished. 

"It's for her son," Private "Liver-lips" 
explained. 

"What do you mean her son?" 
"It is traditional, Sergeant," he contin-

ued. "It's a light to guide her son home 
safely." 

The old lady must have understood 
our conversation. She went to the mantel 
and returned with two framed photo-
graphs. The first photograph had a black 
ribbon around the frame. 

"She says that this son died on the 
Russian front." 

The old lady then handed me the sec-
ond framed photograph. 

"This son is also a soldier fighting out 
there somewhere. The candle in the win-
dow is lit for him." 

Something about that second photo-
graph caught my eye. I had seen that face 
before... but where? Those blue eyes... 
that youthful smooth-shaven face? Where 
had I seen that face before? Then I re-
membered. It belonged to that young 
soldier I had killed in Hanau the night of 
the German counterattack. This youth 
was the German soldier who had killed 
my dear buddy, Christo, while aiming at 
me. 

I stared at the elderly German mother 
who harbored this heartfelt hope that her 
only living son would return home safely. 
Her eyes welled with tears when she ex-
pressed this wish. I could not tell her that 
her hope would never be fulfilled. That I, 
who found the diabetic syringe kit that 
would keep her husband alive, that I had 
killed her son in battle. 

I handed the photograph back to her 
and walked out into the night air, my 
heart was heavy with emotion. 

When I looked back, the candle in the 
window was still lit. 
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AHEPA's 79th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
IN PUERTO RICO 

WASHINGTON--The AHEPA family, 
the world's leading Hellenic heritage or-
ganization, will hold its 79th Annual Su-
preme Convention at the Wyndham El 
Conquistador Resort & Country Club, Las 
Croabas, Puerto Rico, July 25 - 28, 2001, 
announced Supreme President Johnny N. 
Economy. It is the first time a supreme 
convention will be held in Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. commonwealth. 

"The AHEPA family is excited about 
Puerto Rico," said Economy. "It's an at-
tractive location and the resort provides 
our conventioneers with a variety of ac-
tivities to do. We also hope Puerto Rico 
will attract our youth, bringing them to-
gether for a week of sharing in Hellenism 
amid a beautiful setting." 

According to Economy, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Greece R. Nicholas Burns and 
Athens Mayor Dimitris Avramopoulos 
tentatively are scheduled to attend the 
convention and speak at the Grand Ban-
quet, Friday, July 27. 

"We are thrilled that both Ambassa-
dor Burns and Mayor Avramopoulos 
have expressed interest to attend," said 
Economy. "Both are ecstatic about the 
possibility of speaking at the banquet." 

It would be the first time Mayor 
Avramopoulos attends a supreme con-
vention and the second time for Ambas-
sador Burns. The ambassador was the 
Keynote Speaker of the 1998 Supreme 
Convention Grand Banquet in Orlando, 
Fla. 

Business sessions will transpire from 
Thursday, July 26 to Saturday, July 28, 
allowing delegates and their families to 
enjoy the sun and fun of Puerto Rico be-
ginning as early as July 22. 

"We want Puerto Rico to be a family 
vacation for the delegates too," said 
Chairman of the Board A. Steve Betzelos. 
"that's why we are encouraging them to 
take advantage of the sleeping room 
availability starting on July 22." 

According to Betzelos, AHEPA is ex-
ploring avenues for the consolidation of 
airline tickets thus providing the lowest 
possible airfares for conventioneers. 

"Our goal is to make it as affordable 
as possible for families and large groups 
to attend," said Betzelos. 

Betzelos added that the resort was  

"family friendly," offering Camp Coqui, 
a supervised camp for children ages 
three to 13; baby-sitting services, horse-
back riding, snorkeling, arts and crafts, 
nature walks, and of course, swimming 
off the beaches of Palomino Island. 

For reservations contact 800/ 
WYNDHAM, or call El Conquistador di-
rectly at 787/863-1000. Room rates are 
$125 per night plus occupancy and re-
sort taxes. The cut-off date for reserva-
tions is June 25, 2001. 

"Attendees will fall in love with the 
beaches, the culture and history of Puerto 
Rico, and the hospitality of its people," 
said Michael McNease, associate vice 
president, sales, Puerto Rico Convention 
Bureau. "Members of the AHEPA family 
will take away memories that will last 
them a lifetime." 

AHEPA is the largest Greek-American 
association in the world with chapters in 

LOS ANGELES, CA. - Thanks to the 
Says event chairman, Honorable Andreas 
vision and hard work of community and 
Kyprianides, Consul General of Cyprus 
clergy leaders in Southern California, Los 
to Los Angeles. 

Angeles now has an its own cemetery 
section at Rose Hills Memorial Park in 
Whittier (Los Angeles area). Nestled in a 
picturesque setting atop a hill, this Greek 
Orthodox Cemetery will include a Greek 
Orthodox Chapel open to all Greek Or-
thodox Faithful. 

"Our goal is to create a place where 
those who share the common Orthodox 
Faith, can also share a common place of 
final rest. A place where families can pay 
their respects and say a prayer in a beau-
tiful, tranquil setting. A place where 
memories of families and friends 
abound, and no one is forgotten," ex-
plains Dr. Kallins, one of the original 
founders of The Greek Orthodox Memo-
rial Foundation, an independent, non-
profit organization that started the effort 
in 1999. 

"Considerable funds are still needed 
to pay the hefty, multi-million dollar 
price, to secure additional portions lim- 

the United States, Canada, and Greece 
and sister chapters in Australia. It was 
established in 1922 by visionary Greek-
Americans to protect Hellenes from 
prejudice originating from the KKK, and 
in its history, AHEPA has joined with the 
NAACP and B'nai B'rith to fight discrimi-
nation. 

The mission of the AHEPA family is to 
promote the ideals of Hellenism, educa-
tion, philanthropy, civic responsibility 
and family and individual excellence. 

The AHEPA family consists of four or-
ganizations: AHEPA, Daughters of 
Penelope, Sons of Pericles and Maids of 
Athena. 

For more information about the 79th 
Annual Supreme Convention, or how to 
join the AHEPA family, please contact 
AHEPA Headquarters, 202/232-6300. For 
instant information visit www.ahepa.org. 

ited Rose Hills land for future genera-
tions, as well as, to build the Chapel," 
states Mary Kezios, treasurer of The 
Greek Orthodox Memorial Foundation. 
"The support of all Greek Orthodox is the 
key to implementing this much-needed 
endeavor of our faith." 

On Sunday, February 4th 2001, Metro-
politan Anthony of the Greek Orthodox 
Diocese of San Francisco, assisted by 
local clergy, officiated at the ground-
breaking of the Chapel. The Chapel will 
be dedicated to the memory of Mr. Nicho-
las J. Kallins, Esq., one of the original 
founders of The Greek Orthodox Memo-
rial Foundation who spearheaded the 
design of the Chapel until he recently 
passed away at age 38. This event will 
be followed by a memorial service for 
Nicholas and all those buried in the 
Greek Orthodox Cemetery. 

"St. Nicholas Chapel will resemble the 
Byzantine Chapels found in villages 
throughout Greece and will serve as a 
legacy to benefit generations to come," 
says event chairman, Honorable Andreas 
Kyprianides, Consul General of Cyprus 
to Los Angeles. 

The First Greek Orthodox Cemetery in Los Angeles 
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The New Hagia Sophia 
and Hagia Eirene Museum 

A Great Initiative by Michael F. Parlamis 

M ichael F. Parlamis, P.E., 1962 
M.I.T., Civil Engineering gradu 
ate and Member of the Educa-

tional Council at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology announced on May 
29 at Cambridge, Massachusetts, forma-
tion of a Committee to explore the feasi-
bility of building a National Hellenic 
Museum in the Washington D.C. area. A 
Charitable Trust will be formed to be 
known as the New Hagia Sophia and 
Hagia Eirene 250 Trust Fund. The Mu-
seum will function as a non-for profit 
Foundation to be known as the New 
Hagia Sophia & Hagia Eirene Museum. 

The Museum will in most of its fea-
tures look like a Greek Orthodox Church, 
and will be inspired by but not be an 
exact copy of the famous Hagia Sophia 
and Hagia Eirene churches presently lo-
cated in Istanbul, Turkey and built dur-
ing the 6th Century by the Roman Em- 

peror Justinian I. It is anticipated that the 
new Museum will be slightly taller and 
have a dome slightly larger than the origi-
nal Hagia Sophia. 

The effort to use the original Hagia 
Sophia as a model would never have 
been possible without the efforts of the 
late Dean of Architecture of M.I.T., Will-
iam Emerson. Dean Emerson spent the 
last 20 years of his life from 1937 to 1957 
cataloging the structure, the only effort 
of its kind since the opening of Hagia 
Sophia in the 6th Century, and produced 
a set of scaled drawings of this great 
structure, drawings which are in the pos-
session of the Feasibility Committee. 
Working together with numerous profes-
sors from M.I.T. and other institutions and 
in collaboration with many Turkish aca-
demicians, Dumbarton Oaks, and the 
Byzantine Institute, the late Dean 
Emerson has provided us with a value  

able tool so that we can contemplate a 
project not attempted in over 1400 years. 

The Feasibility Committee as well has 
consulted with the Chairman of Structural 
Engineering at M.I.T., Professor Oral 
Buyukosturk and with the Dean of Archi-
tecture at M.I.T., Professor Stanford Ander-
son regarding the feasibility of the effort 
contemplated. The New Hagia Sophia & 
Hagia Eirene Museum will employ the 
most innovative Architectural & Engi-
neering solutions available in the world 
and excellence will be the only accept-
able criteria, a level consistent with 
M.I.T's reputation. 

The Museum will feature displays on 
the Four (4) Stages of Hellenic history ie. 

• Stage #1 1000 B.C. to 5 B.C. "Ancient 
Classical, Hellenic & Hellenistic Greece." 
Duration-995 Years 
• Stage #2 4 B.C. to 1453 A.D. "Chris- 
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tian, Roman & Byzantine Greece" Dura-
tion- 1,457 Years 
• Stage #3 1454 A.D. to 1820 A.D. "The 
Ottoman Captivity" Duration- 366 Years 
• Stage #4 1821 A.D. to Present "Mod-
ern Free Greece" Duration- 180 years 

The Feasibility Committee members 
to date are as follows: 

Michael F. Parlamis, P.E. Chairman, 
Tenafly, New Jersey. Professional Engi-
neer; General Contractor; Real Estate Devel-
oper; Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; 
Member Leadership 100; Peace Advocate; 
Ahepan 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos, DDS., 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. Professor of Den-
tistry, Columbia University; Historian and Au-
thor; Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; 
Founding Trustee, St. Photios Shrine; Ahepan 

Dr. Emanuel S. Savas, Ph.D, 
Tenafly, New Jersey. Professor of Manage-
ment & Chairman Baruch College of the City 
University of New York Graduate School of Busi-
ness; Former Assistant Secretary, Dept of Hous-
ing & Urban Development, Reagan Adminis-
tration; Privatization Expert; Author; Ahepan 

C. Steven Georgilakis, Bathesda, 
Maryland. Businessman; Real Estate Owner; 
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Mem-
ber Leadership 100; Ahepan 

James Hondroulis, Miami, Florida 
Businessman; Maritime Expert, International 
Merchant, Ahepan 

The date of this announcement is con-
sidered by the Feasibility Committee to 
be of major significance since it is ex-
actly 548 years to the day since the fall 
of Constantinople and on a Tuesday. Pro-
fessor Cyril Mango, native of Istanbul, 
world renowned expert on Byzantine His-
tory and Professor over the years at the 
University of London, Oxford University, 
Harvard University, and at Dumbarton 
Oaks has recently revised certain histori-
cal dates proclaimed by Procopius, his-
torian to the Court of Emperior Justinian 
I. Included among the revisions is the 
official date of the opening of Hagia 
Sophia e.g. December 22, 548 A.D. That 
548 years after the fall of Constantinople 
falls this year on a Tuesday is deemed 
significant by the Feasibility Commit-
tee and could be prophetic and not 
merely coincidental. 

The results of the feasibility study and 
hopefully the decision to proceed will 
be announced on December 22, 2001 in 
Washington, D.C., exactly 1453 years 
from the date that Hagia Sophia officially  

opened. At that time, approximately 7 
months from the date of this announce-
ment the following will be announced: 

a) The trustees of the Trust Fund 
(b) The trustees of the Museum Foundation 
(c) The land acquired or contracted for 
(d) The Architect and Engineers for the Project 
(e) The Amount of Money raised to date 

At the present time, the Feasibility 
Committee is encouraged with data from 
a study of the present Hagia Sophia Mu-
seum in Istanbul, Turkey. Data suggests 
that approximately 29,000 people per 
week pass thru the facility and taking 
into account the entry fee and reason-
able expenses for payroll, utility, main-
tenance, and other costs, it appears the 
present Hagia Sophia Museum is gener-
ating annually nearly $10 Million clear 
profit to the Turkish government. The new 
Washington, D.C. facility reasonably 
should clear at least $15- $20 Million 
profit assuming entry fees similar to 
those charged at other museums and at-
tractions such as Mount Vernon in the 
Wash. D.C. Area. If forecasted profits such 
as these prove reasonable, then financ-
ing in the form of a mortgage in the 
amount of $150 Million is not unreason-
able. 

The Museum's name which includes 
Hagia Eirene, the second largest Byzan-
tine church built by Justinian I and lo-
cated within the walls of the present 
Topkapi Palace, is specifically added to 
the name Hagia Sophia so that the mes-
sage of "Peace" will be conveyed to the 
world. Even though 50 acres of land will 
suffice for the New Museum, 100 acres 
will be sought so that 50 acres can be 
offered to the Turkish American Commu-
nity for their consideration as to whether 
they wish to built an Islamic Museum 
patterned after the Sultan Ahmed or Blue 
Mosque and which presently exists di-
rectly across from Hagia Sophia in 
Istanbul. Such a Museum could depict 
the entire spectrum of Turkish history. The 
concept of two ancient enemies sharing 
a piece of real estate and for two great 
structures to face each other in Peace as 
they do presently in Istanbul will con-
vey a message to the nations of Greece 
and Turkey that they too must live in 
Peace. Most wars are fought over real 
estate, as is evidenced today in the Mid 
East, Cyprus, former Yugoslavia, etc. This 
project will once and for all show that 
here in the United States of America, real 
estate can be shared and not fought over,  

even by those whose ancestors have 
fought many wars over the centuries. 

Regarding the project cost, The New 
Hagia Sophia & Hagia Eirene Museum 
is expected to cost approximately $300 
Million. While this may sound enormous, 
at the present time the Roman Catholic 
Church is building a $163 Million Cathe-
dral Complex in Los Angeles known as 
Our Lady of the Angels which when com-
pleted in the year 2002 will also include 
a residence for Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
of Los Angeles. Now, if the Roman Catho-
lics can produce such a project, why not 
consider why we the Greek immigrants 
and the son's & daughters of Greek im-
migrants, who have prospered here in 
the United States of America should not 
have an institution depicting our glori-
ous culture and religion. 

We have nearly 500 Greek Orthodox 
Churches in the United States of America, 
but to date we do not have a single Mu-
seum of national scope. 

The Board of Trustees of the New 
Hagia Sophia & Hagia Eirene Museum 
will be representative of all areas of the 
country. At the moment the number of 
trustees will total 45, 5 each from the 9 
Diocesan Districts of the Greek Orthodox 
Church. i.e. Chicago, Atlanta, Denver, San 
Francisco, New Jersey, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Boston, and New York. A Museum Trustee 
will be expected to donate a minimum 
of $250,000 and will be a Trustee for life. 
Museum Board of Trustee meetings will 
be held periodically going from district 
to district, thus promoting the national 
scope of the Museum. 

For the present, Mr. Michael F. 
Parlamis acting as Trust Settlor will com-
mence the Trust Fund with a commitment 
of $2 1/2 Million. Others are encouraged 
to follow: Donations of all amounts, large 
and small will be accepted. An an-
nouncement of donation categories will 
be forthcoming shortly together with in-
formation as to where and to whom a pro-
spective donor can contact for more in-
formation. If you love your Hellenic Heri-
tage; if you love your Greek Orthodox 
Faith; if you love Greece; and if you love 
America, this effort to build the 1st Na-
tional Hellenic Museum is for you!! Wel-
come Aboard. 

Patience is the ability to put up 
with people you'd like to put 
down. 

Ulrike Ruffert 

Greek-American Review /June 2001 10 



The Tragic Events 
of the Holocaust in Greece 
and the Greek Christians' ■ 
Help to the Jews 1111111111111111111111111■1111111111111111111111 

11111■1111111111111111111111•1 

By ORESTES VARVITSIOTES 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Following is a speech by our contributing editor, Orestes 
Varvitsiotes, at the Workmen's Circle in Manhattan at an event sponsored by 
the Israel America Foundation, April 24 (*). 

First I would like to express my appreciation for giving me 
the opportunity to address such a distinguished audience on 
the subject of the Holocaust in Greece: recount some of the hor-
rific events that took place and provide you with an insight as to 
how the Christian population, and especially the elites, acted 
and reacted to the plight of their Jewish brethren. 

I would like to begin by stating that the subject of the Holo-
caust in Greece, though not deliberately, had been left to be-
nign neglect so to speak for a long time. It resurfaced again rather 
recently with the advent of the 50th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War and the erections of the various Holocaust 
memorials to mark the event. There are many reasons for the 
silence, of course. However, I would like to point out that the 
tragic developments that took place in Greece after the Libera-
tion, i.e., the civil war, the imperatives of the Cold War and the 
desire of the Greek people to bury the events of the unpleasant 
past, contributed to the neglect. 

In order to understand what happened to the Jews in 
Greece, one must have an idea of their history and the demo-
graphics at the time of the Holocaust. The Jews arrived in Greece 
prior to the Current Era, as early as 140 BC, and maybe even 
earlier, since there are archaeological remains of a synagogue in 
Delos dating back to the 3rd century BC. At the time of Paul the 
Apostle (AD53), we know that there were thriving communities 
in continental Greece, the Greek islands and in Asia Minor, then 
inhabited by Greeks. As a matter of fact, it was Paul's visits to 
these communities that started Christianity going. Not that he 
got anywhere with the Jews; as a matter of fact he had to flee in 
the darkness of the night several times to save his life, for he was 

(*) The material used in this article were obtained, among others, from the 
following sources: The Jews of Greece, by Nicholas Stavroulahis: Athens, Talos 
Press, 1990. The Jews of Ioannina, by Rae Dalven: Philadelphia, Cadmus 
Press, I990. War-time Jews: The Case of Athens, by Alexander Kitroeff: Ath-
ens, ELIAMEP, 1995. In Memoriam (Greek translation from the French), by 
Michael Molho: Thessaloniki, 1976. Jewish Community of Thessaloniki, (booklet 
in both English and Greek) by Albertos Nar: Jewish Community of Thessaloniki. 
Archbishop Damaskinos, Years of Enslavement (in Greek), by Elias Venezis: 
Athens, Estia Press, 1981. Thessaloniki 1897-1997 (in Greek) by Demetrios 
A. Drogides: Thessaloniki, University Studio, 1996. 

considered a heretic and his teachings, blasphemy. But along 
the way, he made converts out of the Greeks, at which time he 
changed his tactics and concentrated on them. The descendants 
of these Jews are called Romaniots' . In recent years, their main 
center was the city of Ioannina, in Epirus northwestern Greece, 
and the nearby towns: Arta, Preveza, Trikkala, Kastoria and Larissa. 
There were also other smaller communities in the islands and 
other parts of Greece. (After Greece's independence, there was 
a small community in Athens as well, about 3,000). The first 
Ashkenazi' came to Thessaloniki from Hungary and Germany in 
1376, in order to escape persecution, and their arrival will con-
tinue throughout the fifteenth century. In 1394 as well as during 
the Venetian rule (1423-1430), other smaller groups came from 
the Provence, mainland Italy and Sicily. On March 26 1430, after a 
three-day siege, Thessaloniki fell to the Turks. Slaughter, looting 
and taking of slaves followed to such a point that the Sultan, Murat 
II, intervened in order to put an end to the slaughter. He person-
ally freed at his own expense many prisoners and, subsequently, 
tried to revive and repopulate the devastated city by bringing 
Turks as well as Christians from the surrounding towns. Thus, when 
the Jews were forced to leave Spain in 1492, the Sultan, Beyazid 
11, saw an opportunity to repopulate the city, and with talented 
people at that. Of the Spanish Jews who thus arrived in the Otto-
man Empire, a great number of them settled in Constantinople 
and various other places. The Sephardim' , however, now became 
the largest element in Salonika, as they came to call Thessaloniki. 
Soon afterwards, others also began to come from Italy as well as 
Ashkenazi from Germany and other parts of Europe. But the 
Sephardim dominated the scene. In due course, Thessaloniki 
will become a thriving community and a vibrant Jewish cultural 
center, gaining for itself the reputation as the "Second Jerusa-
lem" and "Mother of Israel". 

The demographics of Thessaloniki began to change dras-
tically after the Balkan Wars (1912-14), the Russian Revolution 
(1917) and the Minor Asia Catastrophe (1922), when a continuous 
flow of Greeks from Bulgaria, Russia and Turkey poured into 
Thessaloniki. During the exchange of population in 1923-24, a 
large number of the 1.2 million Greek refugees from Turkey settled 
in Thessaloniki and other parts of northern Greece. It is estimated 
that the total population of Thessaloniki in 1941 was about 225,000. 
Of the 72,9004  Jews living in Greece, 56,000 lived in Thessaloniki. 
The total population of Greece was just over 7 million. 

By this time, the Jews in all parts of Greece were assimi-
lated or mainstreamed, except in Thessaloniki. There they lived 
in their own quarters, spoke Ladino5  as their mother tongue, and 
had their own schools, newspapers, hospitals, two orphanages, 
an old age home and cultural centers. It was not until 1931 or 
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1932, when it became mandatory that the Greek language be 
taught in all schools, be it public or private, that the Jews began 
to learn Greek. The lack of knowledge of Greek will cost them 
dearly, as it is considered as one of the reasons that the 
Thessaloniki Jews did not take to the mountains to escape and 
would so easily become captives of the Germans. 

When Mussolini ordered the attack against Greece in Oc-
tober 1940, many Jews served in the Greek Army and fought in 
the Albanian Front. (A total of 12,898 enlisted men and 343 offic-
ers, of which 513 died and 3,743 wounded.) As a matter of fact, 
the first victim of the war was Colonel Mardohai Fritzis, who be-
came legendary for his courage. The inability of the Italians to 
conquer Greece brought in the Germans, who wanted to protect 
the oilfields of Romania from possible British air strikes and also 
to cover Wermacht's southern flank when they would invade Rus-
sia, as they planned. Thus, Germany attacked Greece on April 6, 
1941, occupied Thessaloniki on April 9 and Athens on April 21. 
The Battle of Crete took place between May 20 and 30. On May 
31 the entire of Greece was under German occupation. On June 
the Axis divided Greece into three sectors: the Germans took 
Athens, Thessaloniki and western Macedonia, Crete and a few 
other islands; the Bulgarians eastern Macedonia and Thrace, and 
the Italians, the rest. 

The problems for the Jews in Thessaloniki began immedi-
ately and in earnest: The day after the Germans occupied 
Thessaloniki they ordered the closing of the Jewish newspapers: 
one was published in Ladino and two in French. At the same 
time they began the publication of Nea Evrope, a virulent anti-
Semitic newspaper that will play a major role in spreading poi-
sonous propaganda against the Jews and the Allies. On April 15 
arrested all members of the Community Council, and a few days 
later more of their leaders. They also arrested the Chief Rabbi, 
Dr. Zvi Koretz, whom they sent to prison in Vienna, and they ap-
pointed Sabby Saltiel as president of the Community. Saltiel is 
described as a "mild-mannered man and a non-entity". Now, 
having their own man in charge of the community, they released 
the members of the Council they had earlier arrested. They for-
bid the Jews from habituating in the cafes and pastry shops, took 
over their hospital, literally throwing out in the streets the pa-
tients, looted the community offices and confiscated stores and 
houses. Then on July 1 1 , 1942, they ordered all males between 
the ages of 18 and 45 to gather in Plateia Eleftherias (Liberty 
Square), where they were subjected to all sorts of indignities, 
including beating, and made to register. Not even animals were 
treated in such an inhuman manner. This event brought to sur-
face the height and depth of the Nazi ability to brutality and bar-
barism that will be amply demonstrated everywhere in the fu-
ture. Ultimately, 3,000 Jews will be sent to forced labor camps, 
where they will suffer untold hardships and many will die from 
hunger and the cold. 

In December 1942, after firing Saltiel as President and ar-
resting his interpreter and stool pigeon, Albala, the Germans re-
established the Community Council and appointed new mem-
bers with Rabbi Koretz as president. The members they selected 
were respectable citizens and that gave the Jews a sigh of relief 
that maybe, at last, things will get better after all. The fate of the 
people in forced labor; the alleviation of their plight and their 
release became the main task and preoccupation of the commu-
nity and its leadership. Finally, they were able to negotiate their 
release by paying 2.5 billion drachmas to Dr. Martens, the com-
mandant of Thessaloniki. Other events: 
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The destruction of the Jewish cemetery 
The take over of businesses and factories 
The squeeze for money and the strain of their ability to 

continue their other social programs: the feeding of the poor and 
the young. 

Then on February 2, 1943 an SD (Sichrheitsdienst) commit-
tee arrived, headed by Dieter Wesliceny and SS Lt. Alois Brunner. 
On February 6, they put in motion the mechanism for the final 
destruction of the Jews. Now they were forced to wear the yellow 
Star of David, and to live only in certain neighborhoods, actual 
ghettos. They also created a Jewish Militia to keep order. These 
measures, claimed the Germans through the mouth of Dr. Koretz, 
were aimed at restructuring the Jewish community into a self-
administering body, located in an autonomous area of the city, 
with their own mayor and chamber of commerce. In fact, deceit 
and absolute secrecy of their plans made it possible for the Ger-
mans to mislead and lure the Jews to their own destruction. It 
also neutralized the Christian populace of the city, thus making it 
easier for them to carry out their plans. Unfortunately, the Jewish 
leadership, and especially Rabbi Koretz, did not heed the urg-
ing of EAM6  to join the Resistance and flee to the mountains. 
Instead, he dutifully obeyed German orders and tried to amelio-
rate them with "good behavior". Dr. Koretz tried to solicit the 
help of the quisling prime minister, Logothetopoulos, who was 
sympathetic to them. However, the ardent anti-Semite governor 
of Macedonia, Simonides, was facilitating the German plans, be-
cause he claimed that the Jewish houses were needed to shelter 
the Greek refugees from the Bulgarian occupied sector. An ap-
peal made by the bishop of Thessaloniki, Ghennadios, was of no 
avail. Neither did the appeal of Archbishop, Damaskinos, and 
the presidents of all major cultural, professional and business 
associations of Athens and Piraeus. Damaskinos Appeal, as it came 
to be known, though, is an important historical document, and 
an act of unique courage. 

On March 6, 1943 they were prohibited from exiting their 
ghetto confines, while at the Baron Hirsch section, now converted 
into a transit camp, the stage was set for the final act: The Jews 
would be brought there and then be loaded on trains that will 
carry them, under the most inhuman conditions, to the German 
concentration camps, and their death. The first convoy left on 
March 15, 1943, Consecutive convoys will follow, spaced a few 
days apart. By August 18, in just six months, there will be no Jew 
left of what was an ancient and vibrant community. Of its 46,091 
members sent to the death camps, only 1950 will survive. Today, 
there are only 1,200 Jews living in Thessaloniki, as some subse-
quently emigrated to America and Israel. 

The fate of the Jews in other parts of Greece had its own 
peculiarities. In the Bulgarian sector the Jews met the same fate 
as in Thessaloniki: almost total extermination. Of the approxi-
mately 5,500 Jews living in the area, 4,215 were sent to Treblinka 
and immediate death. In the Italian sector, not only were the 
German orders completely ignored; the Italians actively helped 
many Jews to escape. However, the situation changed in Sep-
tember 1943 when Italy surrendered to the Allies and switched 
sides in the war. Then the German war machine began to imple-
ment their "final solution" in what was previously the Italian sec-
tor. They thoroughly succeeded in Ioannina with the sheepish 
collaboration of Cabili, a very prominent member of the Jewish 
community, as well as in Arta, Preveza, Chalkis, Corfu, Crete and 
Rhodes. In Corfu, the most despicable thing happened, where 
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the mayor and his cohorts clapped as the Jews were taken away, 
destined to their death camps. The Cretan Jews were drowned 
when they were transported to Piraeus and a British submarine 
torpedoed their boat. In Athens, when the Chief Rabbi, Elias 
Barzelai, was ordered by the Germans to submit the names of 
the Jews, his abduction was engineered by EAM and Jewish mem-
bers of the resistance, and taken to the mountains. At the same 
time, the synagogue was set on fire, in order to destroy the 
records. This sent a message to the Jews of Athens to hide and 
seek shelter among the Christian populace or flee the country. 
EAM/ELAS actively helped many Jews to find shelter and set up 
a mechanism for those who wished and could afford it to flee to 
Turkey and from there, to Palestine. Only those who couldn't or 
trusted German intentions and assurances, registered. At the 
same time, EAM circulated leaflets warning those who would turn 
in any Jews hat they will be put to death as traitors. They also 
published an appeal by Rabbi Barzelai for the Jews to join the 
Resistance and flee to the mountains. At this time, Archbishop 
Damaskinos did all he could to assist the Jews escape and sur-
vive. Besides the appeal to both Logothetopoulos and Altenburg, 
Hitler's representative in Athens, he formed a three-member 
committee for the specific purpose to render assistance to the 
Jews' to find ways to help save the Jews. It is a well-known fact 
that the Chief of Police of Athens, Angelos Evert, saved many 
Jews by issuing false ID cards. The Archbishop ordered the clergy 
to extend all possible assistance to the Jews, including the issue 
of false baptismal papers and hiding them in monasteries. In-
deed, the efforts of the Greek Orthodox Church were sincere, 
persistent, voluble and courageous, in contrast to the Catholic 
Church and the Pope. As a result, the Jews who were sent to the 
death camps from Athens were less than a 1,000, and that num-
ber includes many who had come to Athens for safety, but were 
caught or betrayed. For it is a sad commentary that Jews working 
for the Gestapo betrayed many Jews. In Patras, Larissa and 
Trikkala, Jews fared "better", with the help of the local populace 
and the Resistance. In Volos and Zakynthos, most Jews were saved 
thanks to the brave efforts of their bishops. In Katerini, the Greek 
chief of police, with the passive acquiescence of the German com-
mander, delayed the execution of the order to round up the Jews 
and, instead, warned them to flee. Most were led to safety. 

Nevertheless, the total number of Jews who survived the 
Holocaust in Greece was merely 10,000. Those who perished, 
62,573!! Indeed, a very heavy toll and a tragic event in the annals 
of human history! 

FOOTNOTES  
1 Greek speaking 
2 Eastern European Jews who speak Yiddish, or Jewish German written 

in Hebrew characters. 
3 Jews, who had settled in Spain and Portugal. From there, later on, they 

moved to Greece, the Levant, the Netherlands and England. 
4 The exact number varies according to different writers, but it was some-

where between 72,000 and 79,000. The same is true of the Jewish population 
of Thessaloniki: somewhere between 50,000 and 60,000. 

5 A mixture of Spanish and Hebrew 
6 The largest Resistance organization 
7 My uncle, George Karantzas, was a member of this committee, as well 

as a co-signer of the Appeal as president of the Union of Editors of Athens 
Daily Newspapers. In his capacity, he was given a police stamp by Evert and 
thus, with the help of the president of the Jewish communities of Athens, he 
issued more than 200 false ID cards to Jews. 
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TWO WOMEN'S EXHIBITS 
At the Republican Women's Club and 

at the Grand Prospect Hall in Brooklyn 
Many Greek-Americans and the general public had the opportu-
nity last month to be acquainted with the very interesting work of 
several Greek-American ladies artists. One exhibit took place at 
the Republican Women's Club in Manhattan under the co-chair-
manship of the well-known New Jersian painter Gloria Duzoglou. 
Another exhibit was organized by the Hellenic American Women's 
Council and was hosted by Aliki and Michael Halkias at their Grand 
Prospect Hall landmark in Brooklyn.Following are some of the works 
shown at the two exhibits: 

"Carnivat' is the title of this work by Gloria Duzoglou, oil canvas, shown at both exhibits. 

On the left one of the 
paintings by Olivia 
Koopale-thes, In the 
Eye of the Hastle", 	 "Flowers" by Claire Issackedes 
encaustic on wood 
panel - collage, shown 
at the Republican Club. 

"Village by the Sea", 
watercolor, by Aspasia 
Melis, exhibited at 
Prospect Hall. 
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"The Dormant" - Bride, computer manipulated image by Pelagia Kyriazi, one of 
the many exhibitors at Prospect Hall. 

"Musser, oil, by Gloria Duzoglou. 

For Greek Recipes go to 

www.EstiatorOnLine.com  
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THE HISTORIC JOURNEY 
ON THE PATH OF PAUL 

ADDRESS OF 
JOHN PAUL II 
TO ARCHBISHOP OF 
ATHENS CHRISTODOULOS 

Friday, 4 May 2001 

• Your Beatitude, 
• Venerable Members of the Holy Synod, 
• Most Reverend Bishops of the Ortho-
dox Church of Greece, 
Christes anesti! 

1. In the joy of Easter, I greet you with 
the words of the Apostle Paul to the 
Church in Thessalonica: "May the Lord 
of peace himself give you peace at all 
times and in every way" (2Th 3:16). 

It gives me great pleasure to meet 
Your Beatitude in this Primatial See of 
the Orthodox Church of Greece. I offer 
heartfelt greetings to the members of the 
Holy Synod and all the hierarchy. I sa-
lute the clergy, the monastic communi- 

ties and the lay 
faithful throughout 
this noble land. 
Peace be with you 
all! 

2. I wish first of 
all to express to you 
the affection and re-
gard of the Church of 
Rome. Together we 
share the apostolic faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior; we have in common 
the apostolic heritage and the sacramen-
tal bond of Baptism; and therefore we 
are all members of God's family, called 
to serve the one Lord and to proclaim his 
Gospel to the world. The Second Vatican 
Council called on Catholics to regard the 
members of the other Churches "as broth-

ers and sisters in 
the Lord" (Unitatis 
Redintegratio, 3), 
and this supernatu-
ral bond of brother-
hood between the 
Church of Rome 
and the Church of 
Greece is strong 
and abiding. 

Certainly, we are 
burdened by past 
and present contro-
versies and by en-
during misunder-
standings. But in a 
spirit of mutual 
charity these can 
and must be over-
come, for that is 
what the Lord asks 
of us. Clearly there 
is a need for a lib-
erating process of 
purification 	of 
memory. For the oc- 

casions past and present, when sons and 
daughters of the Catholic Church have 
sinned by action or omission against 
their Orthodox brothers and sisters, may 
the Lord grant us the forgiveness we beg 
of him. 

Some memories are especially pain-
ful, and some events of the distant past 
have left deep wounds in the minds and 
hearts of people to this day. I am think-
ing of the disastrous sack of the imperial 
city of Constantinople, which was for so 
long the bastion of Christianity in the 
East. It is tragic that the assailants, who 
had set out to secure free access for Chris-
tians to the Holy Land, turned against 
their own brothers in the faith. The fact 
that they were Latin Christians fills Catho-
lics with deep regret. How can we fail to 
see here the mysterium iniquitatis at 
work in the human heart? To God alone 
belongs judgement, and therefore we 
entrust the heavy burden of the past to 
his endless mercy, imploring him to heal 
the wounds which still cause suffering to 
the spirit of the Greek people. Together 
we must work for this healing if the Eu-
rope now emerging is to be true to its 
identity, which is inseparable from the 
Christian humanism shared by East and 
West. 

3. At this meeting, I also wish to as-
sure Your Beatitude that the Church of 
Rome looks with unaffected admiration 
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to the Orthodox Church of Greece for the 
way in which she has preserved her heri-
tage of faith and Christian life. The name 
of Greece resounds wherever the Gospel 
is preached. The names of her cities are 
known to Christians everywhere from the 
reading of the Acts of the Apostles and 
the Letters of Saint Paul. From the Apos-
tolic era until now, the Orthodox Church 
of Greece has been a rich source from 
which the Church of the West too has 
drawn for her liturgy, spirituality and ju-
risprudence (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio, 
14). A patrimony of the whole Church are 
the Fathers, privileged interpreters of the 
apostolic tradition, and the Councils, 
whose teachings are a binding element 
of all Christian faith. The universal 
Church can never forget what Greek 
Christianity has given her, nor cease to 
give thanks for the enduring influence of 
the Greek tradition. 

The Second Vatican Council stressed 
to Catholics the Orthodox love of the lit-
urgy, through which the faithful "enter into 
communion with the Most Holy Trinity 
and become sharers in the divine nature" 
(Unitatis Redintegratio,15). In offering li-
turgical worship pleasing to God through 
the centuries, in preaching the Gospel 
even in dark and difficult times, in pre-
senting an unfailing didaskalia, inspired 
by the Scriptures and the great Tradition 
of the Church, the Orthodox Church of 
Greece has brought forth a host of saints 
who intercede for all God's People be-
fore the Throne of Grace. In the saints we 
see the ecumenism of holiness which, 
with God's help, will eventually draw us 
into full communion, which is neither ab-
sorption nor fusion but a meeting in truth 
and love (cf. Slavorum Apostoli, 27). 

4. Finally, Your Beatitude, I wish to ex-
press the hope that we may walk together 
in the ways of the Kingdom of God. In 
1965, the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras and Pope Paul VI by a mu-
tual act removed and cancelled from the 
Church's memory and life the sentence 
of excommunication between Rome and 
Constantinople. This historic gesture 
stands as a summons for us to work ever 
more fervently for the unity which is 
Christ's will. Division between Christians 
is a sin before God and a scandal before 
the world. It is a hindrance to the spread 
of the Gospel, because it makes our proc-
lamation less credible. The Catholic 
Church is convinced that she must do all 
in her power to "prepare the way of the 

Lord" and to "make straight his paths" 
(Mt 3:3); and she understands that this 
must be done in company with other 
Christians — in fraternal dialogue, in co-
operation and in prayer. If certain mod-
els of reunion of the past no longer corre-
spond to the impulse towards unity 
which the Holy Spirit has awakened in 
Christians everywhere in recent times, 
we must be all the more open and atten-
tive to what the Spirit is now saying to 
the Churches (cf. Rev 2:11 ). 

In this Easter season, my mind turns 
to the encounter on the road to Emmaus. 
Without knowing it, the two disciples 
were walking with the Risen Lord, who 
became their teacher as he interpreted 
for them the Scriptures, "beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets" (Lk 24:27). 
But they did not grasp his teaching at 
first. Only when their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him did they un-
derstand. Then they acknowledged the 
power of his words, saying to each other: 
"Did not our hearts burn within us while 
he talked to us on the road, while he 
opened to us the Scriptures?" (Lk 24:32). 
The quest for reconciliation and full com-
munion means that we too must search 
the Scriptures, in order to be taught by 
God (cf. 1 Th 4:9). 

Your Beatitude, with faith in Jesus 
Christ, "the firstborn from the dead" (Col 
1:18), and in a spirit of fraternal charity 
and lively hope, I wish to assure you that 
the Catholic Church is irrevocably com-
mitted to the path of unity with all the 
Churches. Only in this way will the one 
People of God shine forth in the world as 
the sign and instrument of intimate union 
with God and of the unity of the entire 
human race (cf. Lumen Gentium, 1). 
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P.J. Gazouleas Dies 

N ew York, NY — P.J. Gazouleas, 73, 
former Communications Director 
and editor of the Orthodox Ob-

server of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America, died Sunday morning, 
May 6th, of a heart attack from compli-
cations of cancer. 

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, 
said upon hearing of the passing of Mr. 
Gazouleas: "Takis Gazouleas worked for 
many years in the Archdiocese in the 
field of Press as a publisher of the Ortho-
dox Observer. He faithfully served Arch-
bishop lakovos and the Archdiocese, 
generously offering his talents for the 
promotion of the ideals of Orthodoxy 
and Hellenism. We wholeheartedly pray 
that his memory be eternal". 

Mr. Gazouleas was named Publisher 
and Editor of the Orthodox Observer, a 
new bi-weekly newspaper of the Arch-
diocese, in 1971. He served in that posi-
tion until January 1,1995 when Archbishop 
lakovos named him executive director 
of Communications and special consult-
ant to the Archbishop. Mr. Gazouleas re-
tired from the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese upon the retirement of Archbishop 
lakovos in 1996. Before coming to the 
Archdiocese, he served as editor of the 
Atlantis Greek Daily Newspaper and the 
Atlantis Monthly Illustrated in New York 
City. 

Mr. Gazouleas was born in Greece and 
came to the United States in 1957. He 
studied Political and Economic Sciences 
in Athens before coming to the United 
States where he studied journalism at 
New York University and received a B.A. 
in Classical Studies from Hunter College. 
He also received an M.A. degree in So-
viet Affairs from Hunter College. 

Mr. Gazouleas is survived by his wife, 
Patricia, in Southold, NY; three children, 
John, Edward and Beth and two grand-
children in the United States, and a 
brother and sister in Greece. 

I am a true labourer, I earn that 
I eat, get what I wear, owe no 
man hate, envy no man's hap-
piness, glad of other men's 
good. 

William Shakespeare 
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A VISIT TO MOUNT ATHOS 
The Religious Republic 

of the Greek Orthodox Church 
By T. PETER LIMBER 

PART II 

Once he has a permit and an itin 
e rary, 	the 	precious 
diamoniterion, a visitor to 

Mount Athos will arrive at Thessaloniki 
(Salonika), and then continue by car, 
taxi, or bus 135 kilometers farther, to 
Ouranotipolis, a small town just outside 
the restricted area. Because boat ser-
vice to the peninsula leaves very early 
in the morning, it is usual to spend the 
night before at a hotel in Ouranotipolis. 
The town has several hotels, shops, and 
restaurants, and many family members 
who may accompany a male visitor this 
far stay there and enjoy the beaches in 
summer while they wait for his return 
from Athos. 

There is another entry point on the 
northern side of the peninsula, from a 
town called lerissos, just north of the 
restricted area. Boats also leave from 
there to reach monasteries more acces-
sible from that side of Athos. But I de-
scribe the route I took on this visit. There 
is a sign at the entry to the ferry pier at 
Ouranotipolis showing a map of the pen-
insula on one side, and the other has a 
notice in five languages (Greek, English, 
German, French, and Italian): 

MOUNT ATHOS 
It is entirely forbidden 

• The entrance of women. 
• The approach of craft without a 
special permit. 
• The stay of persons without a 
stay permit. 

Any violation of the above involves 
serious penal sanctions. 

-The Sacred Community 
of Mount Athos 

The boats carrying passengers are 
large wooden motor-calques, or small 

landing-craft type of vessels as some-
times small trucks or vehicles, or even 
earth-moving equipment or dump 
trucks, are transported. The boats may 
make one or two intermediate stops at 
the small concrete landing docks serv-
ing the monasteries located not far from 
the sea, but their principal destination 
is Daphne, the official port of Mount 
Athos, located halfway down the penin-
sula. The trip takes about two-and-a-
half hours. Along the way, one gets a 
glimpse of monasteries situated near 
the shore —and they are impressive—
each amounting to a small community 
containing a number of buildings, the 
whole indicative of the days when their 
monk populations were considerably 
larger than today. One very large mon-
astery about halfway to Daphne is 
called Panteleimon, the only Russian 
Orthodox settlement, with colorfully 
painted onion-shaped cupolas. It is 
huge, and apparently up to 3,000 monks 
were once housed there; today there are 
less than 70. Obviously much of it is 

unoccupied, and some buildings have 
become derelict. At one time, it was 
heavily subsidized by succeeding 
Tsars, Russia having been the protector 
of Orthodoxy in Ottoman times. The 
Russians attempted to take control of 
Athos around 1878, during their war 
against the Ottomans who still had pos-
session of the area at that time. In addi-
tion to enlarging PanteleI-mon, several 
more properties were acquired, and a 
Russian monk population was reached 
that more than equaled that of all the 
Greeks, who were then powerless to stop 
them. This takeover attempt finally 
came to an end when the Greeks won 
the Balkan War of 1912 against the Ot-
tomans and they were able to take pos-
session of the area, supported also by 
the European Powers who had every 
desire to stop any Russian expansion-
ist ambitions. 

Daphne is a very small port town, 
consisting of two or three tiny general 
stores run by lay persons, and some 
Greek government offices such as Coast 
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Guard, as well as police, customs, and 
immigration authorities to deal with the 
visitors. There is a single rather aged 
bus that makes the laborious run up a 
steep winding road to the capital of 
Mount Athos called Karyes, located a 
few kilometers away at the center of the 
peninsula. This short distance can take 
the driver 45 minutes to manage. Some 
curves on this road were once paved 
with stone, not now in very good repair, 
and I was told that although it has been 
frequently discussed to improve and 
pave parts or all of this one key road, 
the monks have been reluctant to per-
mit this "luxury." The Coast Guard has a 
number of important duties, such as 
making sure that no private boats or 
yachts approach the coast of Mount 
Athos nearer than the prescribed half a 
kilometer. Beyond this limit a 
"sightseeing" boat service operates at 
times during the summer, taking male 
and female tourists around the penin-
sula where the monasteries may be 
viewed from a distance. The Coast 
Guard also has two very fast rubber craft, 
and sometimes these are also pressed 
into emergency service because of se-
rious illness or accidents. There have 
been occasions when official helicop-
ters from the Greek mainland have been 
flown into the peninsula, for emergency 
purposes or to carry distinguished visi-
tors. 

In past years, visitors have also in-
cluded some that have proven to be less 
than honest, and precious icons and 
other artifacts have occasionally been 
stolen. This has necessitated the pres-
ence of a small group of national po-
licemen, located in various spots on the 
peninsula, and the baggage of visitors 
are carefully inspected by customs of-
ficials before they are permitted to de-
part from Athos. 

The administrative offices of the 
Mount Athos community are maintained 
at Karyes. A number of other facilities 
serving the needs of the community, its 
residents and its visitors, are located 
here, as well. It is not necessary for visi-
tors to proceed there to begin their itin-
eraries, but this central location gives 
closer access to a number of monaster-
ies. For that matter, there is a monas-
tery in the town itself, with the unusual 
name of Koutloumoiisiou. Two rooming 
houses with a few rooms each provide 
Spartan sleeping and dining accommo-
dations for visitors who were unable to  

reach their planned destinations and 
were obliged to remain somewhere over-
night. There is also a single doctor, and 
a school for teenaged boys, among 
whom a number eventually become 
monks. 

The administration of Athos is through 
a parliament consisting of one monk ap-
pointed annually from each of the twenty 
monasteries. They choose four of their 
number on a rotating basis who function 
as an Executive Council, among whom one 
is appointed Leader (called Protos, the 
First). Each of the four have one-quarter 
of the executive power, and they can only 
take decisions together. The parliament 
is not constantly in attendance but meets 
periodically, as necessary. 

In recent years, a minimum of modern 
improvements have finally arrived at 
Athos and at its monasteries. For ex-
ample, a basic phone network has been 
established connecting the peninsula to 
the telephone system of Greece. On the 
Mountain itself, the larger monasteries 
and a few other key facilities have been 
equipped with a single phone for each. 
In addition, some small electric genera-
tors have been installed to provide a few 
hours of relatively minimal lighting each 
night at the monasteries, and to provide 
some lighting at Karyes and Daphne. For 
the monks' various needs, mules and don- 

keys had been previously used as beasts 
of burden. In years past, visitors could 
hire these from facilities operated by lay-
men, but this practice seems to have 
stopped. Instead, for their own needs one 
or two four-wheel-drive utility vehicles are 
in evidence at the principal monasteries. 

Other than these modern facilities, life 
on the peninsula apparently remains 
pretty much as it has been for hundreds 
of years, and the monks shun any but mini-
mal improvements and materialism as 
being too "worldly." They belong to that 
"other world," married to the pursuit of 
faith. Their missions are chastity, obedi-
ence, and poverty, and dedication to the 
contemplation and unquestioning devo-
tion to God. But they are far from poor, in 
a spiritual sense. I asked one of the monks 
at a monastery if the small number of them 
at such large facilities and having to cope 
with their many duties, added to by the 
burden of accommodating visitors each 
day, does this not constitute a very heavy 
burden on them. He smiled, and casting 
his eyes down modestly, replied, "God 
loves us better if we work harder." 

As to the monks' nationalities, most of 
them are native-born Greeks, of course, 
and there are some Greek Cypriots, and 
some from other Orthodox denominations 
such as from Russia, Bulgaria, Yugosla-
via, and Rumania. 
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There are also a few from other coun-
tries —England, France and elsewhere, 
including one Peruvian at the time I vis-
ited— who have converted to Orthodoxy. 
Compared to prior times, a number of the 
newer arrivals include some men who had 
been trained in professions such as in 
medicine and engineering. Some are 
scholars —able to render services in their 
specialties for the needs of the Athos com-
munity, and by the studies of the scholars 
to the Church in general. 

The departure from Athos is again by 
boat, usually from Daphne, proceeding 
to Ouranoupolis once again, and to 
Salonika once more for connections to ul-
timate destinations. But one cannot leave 
the peninsula having spent a few days at 
the Holy Mountain and sharing the life of 
the monks, without being spiritually up-
lifted and admiring their utter dedication 
to and apparent contentment with their 
Christian faith and Spartan life. If the pen-
insula has managed to continue with al-
most no change as it has for a millennium, 
it seems very likely they would continue 
similarly in the future of time without 
measure, provided men can continue to 
be attracted to the spiritual and religious 
life on the Holy Mountain. 

* * * 

It is believed the Virgin Mary, accom-
panied by St. John the Evangelist, some 
years after the death of Christ, was pro-
ceeding by boat from Jerusalem to 
Ephesos in Asia Minor. They were blown 
off course by adverse winds, and landed 
on the rough eastern shore of the Athos 
peninsula, then only sparsely occupied 
by some pagan tribes. Mary was so taken 
by the beauty of the place, she asked 
her Son in the heavens to dedicate it to 
her. Another variation of the story relates 
that she found the tribes there worship-
ing pagan statues, and she was so ap-
palled she called on the heavens caus-
ing a great earthquake that threw down 
the statues and destroyed them. 

Indeed, in a place where no female is 
allowed, Mary is the patron saint of Athos 
and she is held in particular reverence 
by the monks. Legends abound about 
her, and a number of her icons carry a 
second name for the Virgin. Indicative of 
these legends: the Tricheroussa (Three-
Armed, after the miracle of replacing the 
arm lost by a saint); the PortaItissa (the 
Floating, this one from the icon that al-
legedly made the seventy-year journey 
across the seas); the Glykophilotisa (the 

Sweetly-Kissed); and many others. The 
monastery of Iveron was built near the 
spot the Holy Mother is supposed to have 
landed, or where her icon is supposed to 
have finally touched shore. 

As at other isolated areas, apparently, 
monks came to this spot in the Mediter-
ranean early in this millennium, as a re-
ligious refuge. Christianity was begin-
ning to take root in the East, but suffered 
persecutions. The monks lived in small 
houses they built for themselves, or in 
caves, and gradually some of these 
settlements grew larger. Nearly a cen-
tury following the designation of the pen-
insula as a monastic retreat by the Byz-
antine Emperor Basil I, the first large 
monastery was established in southeast-
ern Athos in 963, named the Great Lavra. 
This became a reality through the close 
collaboration of Athanasios, a most holy 
man, subsequently sainted, and Byzan-
tine Emperor Nikephoros II Phokas (963-
969). Succeeding emperors continued 
to support the building of this very large 
complex, and they endowed it financially 
and with properties, as well as with rich 
gifts of church furnishings, and fine icons 
made by renowned Byzantine iconogra-
phers. In addition to having on its 
grounds several beautiful churches, it 
has a great library containing rare reli-
gious documents, illuminated manu-
scripts, and precious books. Among its 
dependencies (as at other monasteries) 
are a large number of other good-sized 
buildings, known as sketai (from which 
we derive our word "ascetic"), and 
smaller ones called kellia (or "cells"), and 
kalyvae ("caves"), situated around the 
area allocated to the Great Lavra. 

Throughout the history of the Holy 
Mountain, these impressive monaster-
ies could not have been constructed and 
furnished without the support of the Byz-
antine emperors and other great bene-
factors. Not only was the support finan-
cial, but teams of architects, craftsmen, 
and even laborers were sent to the pen-
insula at various times, with equipment 
and tools, together with all manners of 
building materials and furnishings. It 
took many years to construct these fa-
cilities, most of them in stages, and many 
have been reconstructed more than once 
having suffered the ravages of earth-
quakes and fires over the centuries. 

The twenty principal monasteries 
presently existing were established over 
a period of six centuries. The last was  

completed in its present form in 1540, is 
called Stavronikfta. Although others were 
begun at this same site as early as 500 
years before, each of the several build-
ings completed was destroyed from vari-
ous causes, mostly due to fires. The 
present monastery has been richly en-
dowed from the beginning of its exist-
ence, with gifts of properties and finan-
cial support principally from Greek Or-
thodox Patriarch Jeremiah 1 of Constanti-
nople. 

Observing the serenity and beauty of 
the Holy Mountain today, with its mar-
velous architecture, its rich history, and 
its admirable devotion to the religious 
life, makes it difficult to imagine the dire 
vicissitudes it has suffered over the cen-
turies. Some of these problems having 
been generated by differences in reli-
gious beliefs that have at times seriously 
split the community. There have also 
been political problems, efforts having 
been exerted to achieve supremacy over 
the mostly-Greek community sought at 
times by the Russians, as mentioned ear-
lier, and the Serbs. Constant danger came 
from the periodic raids for booty by pi-
rates and invaders of all kinds, includ-
ing Arabs, Turks, and Catalans, among 
others. The renegade Franks and Vene-
tians of the Fourth Crusade who con-
quered Constantinople in 1204 had con-
tempt for the Eastern Church. They at-
tempted to create a union between East-
ern Orthodoxy and the Church of Rome 
(and with Rome dominating), and to im-
pose it on the monks of Athos who stub-
bornly resisted. Many of the properties 
and some of their precious relics, icons, 
and other fine artifacts were taken by the 
Latins. In their turn, beginning in the fif-
teenth century, the Muslim Ottomans at 
first respected the holy mission of the 
Mountain, and later imposed harsh taxes 
on the monasteries further impoverish-
ing them. During the brutal civil war in 
Greece that took place 1946-1949 follow-
ing the Second World War, the commu-
nist guerrillas, men and women, in-
vaded the peninsula (the only time 
women are known to have arrived at the 
peninsula). Being aggressive atheists, 
they subjected on the defenseless monks 
all manners of danger, hardship and ridi-
cule. 

Natural calamities have also taken 
their toll on the area, beginning with se-
vere earthquakes. Many fires destroyed 
buildings, the interiors built partially of 
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wood, and with the danger of heating, 
cooking, and lighting utilizing fires, 
lamps, or candles. Forest fires have also 
occurred from time to time started by 
lightening and by accident. A major for-
est fire in the summer of 1990, destroyed 
30 percent of the wooded area of the 
peninsula and seriously damaged some 
monasteries, and prevented my planned 
visit to Athos at that time. It took 1500 
men nearly a month to bring the fire un-
der control, even with the use of modern 
fire-fighting aircraft, both national and 
some sent by Germany in a humane ges-
ture. It will take many decades for the 
forests to become restored, if at all. 

But the Holy Mountain has survived 
all these calamities, and it will continue 
to do so "from all Ages to all Ages," a 
phrase used often in the Gospel. The 
monks' belief in God is infinite, and they 
accept whatever fate He brings them. 

* * * 

The last monastery I visited in 1991 is 
called Simonospetra, rising majestically 
many stories above the spectacular high, 
sheer rock cliff on which it was built. The 
upper stories have wood balconies pro-
jecting all around the awesome facade of 
the main building. The name is derived 
from that of St. Simon who founded the 
monastery, and the word petra, meaning 
"rock" in Greek. After its founding some 
time before 1350, it suffered a number of 
major fires, and it was repaired and exten-
sively reconstructed each time. It is situ-
ated near the southwestern coast of Athos, 
located a three-and-a-half hour hike from 
Karyes, or two hours from Daphne. 

Through official contacts I had made 
at Karyes, I had the opportunity to visit 
Simonospetra. I was courteously given a 
lift down to Daphne in a jeep with the 
Coast Guard Captain, and a motorboat 
was arranged to take me the rest of the 
way to the little port area at the foot of the 
cliff, serving the needs of the monastery. 
Before I started on my way to make this 
visit a Greek government official ex-
plained to me, You will have to walk a 
little from where you'll be landed, but it 
is not far–except it's a little bit of a climb." 
Of course, I could not possibly object and 
expressed my thanks for the courtesies 
offered. 

It was early in the afternoon and the 
journey was made without delay. As our 
motorboat approached the landing, I 
looked up and could see the awesome 
mass of Simonospetra up in the clouds. It 
was just as I had been told, not far —hori- 
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zontally, that is. But vertically (as I 
learned later), it was 1,000 feet straight 
up. Access was by means of a winding, 
narrow stone path carved into the cliff side, 
with a sheer drop along much of one side. 
A little awe struck, and toting my back-
pack in the hot afternoon summer sun, I 
began the laborious climb up. The boat 
was gone and there wasn't a soul to be 
seen anywhere. 

But I was not alone for long. Along the 
steep and narrow path up, I suddenly 
came across a yard-long snake, hissing 
at me in warning or in fright. I guess it was 
as much unnerved by our sudden encoun-
ter as I was at meeting it. Why it never 
occurred to me to throw a rock at it to chase 
it off, I'll never know. Instead, we slowly 
and carefully slithered past each other, 
eighteen inches apart. The snake very 
wisely inched along in the corner of the 
rock face on the uphill side, and I, fi-
nessed by a lowly reptile, having precari-
ously pick my way with elaborate care 
past it along the sheer cliff edge which I 
kept eyeing nervously over my shoulder. 
The snake may not have been poisonous, 
but if it was and I had been bitten who 
would have been around to help in that 
desolate spot? But I was greatly relieved 
to have passed this possible danger. 
Somehow, I reflected as I continued the 
climb, the incident seemed biblical. I'd 
heard there were many snakes on Athos 
and, indeed, the peninsula abounds with 
the natural small animal life which have 
never been molested or destroyed by the 
kindly monks. 

About halfway up the climb, I rested a 
little in the shade of a small roofed portico 
thoughtfully provided there by the monks. 
I sat there, sweating and catching my breath 
and watched the aerial acrobatics of nu-
merous swallows, and I noticed they were 
flying below the height at which I was sit-
ting. After a few moments of respite I con-
tinued the long climb to reach my final 
destination, still well above me. 

As I was beginning to near the foot of 
the impressive monastery, I began to 
hear the church bells signaling the start 
of the vespers service, a beautiful sound 
in that clear thin air and stillness, where 
the only other sounds were the birds and 
the wind. It had taken me an hour-and-
twenty minutes to make that "little bit of 
a climb," arriving finally, drenched with 
perspiration. I simmered down in the 
coolness and serenity of the church, lis-
tening to the beautiful vespers service 
sung by the monks. 



Condition of the Orthodox 
Christian Church in the U.S.A 

By GEORGE E. MATSOUKAS 

Editor's Note: The views expressed herein by 
Mr. Matsoukas, former President of OCL, are 
his own based on his life experiences within 
the Church and his reading of history. 
George Matsou has 248 Bloomfield Drive, West 
Palm Beach, Florida 33405 561-585-0245 fax 
561 582 1301. 

j
une 3, 2001 we celebrate Pentecost 
in a new millenium and reflect upon 
Christ's words, the Great Commis-

sion, to his disciples to go forth and 
bring the Good News to all people. For 
two thousand years His disciples and 
the Church have been doing this in 
many ways, some gentle, some brutal. 
Some brought swords and flags and im-
posed their culture as well as their faith. 
Personal risk has always been involved. 
Even today in many parts of the world, 
"new breed" missionaries operate in 
lands devastated by drug trade and po-
litical wars, laboring amidst violence. 
They build clinics and schools, heal 
sickness, teach life-sustaining skills and 
suffer with the people. Mission Avia-
tion Fellowship in California has 74 
planes, 41 bases, in 24 countries, and 
flies for 300 organizations. International 
Orthodox Christian Charities does its 
work in predominately Orthodox lands 
rebuilding the faith, churches and 
people from communism and its efforts 
to eradicate the Church. We marvel at 
what they have accomplished in fellow-
ship with others and in unity as Ortho-
dox Christians.  

fanaticism in the ll'h century led to the 
Crusades and in 1099 the Latin King-
dom was in place in the Levant. Mos-
lems recaptured and held the Holy 
Land from 1187 until 1949. Constanti-
nople, the Queen of Cities, was con-
quered, burned and looted by Latin 
Crusaders in 1204, and fell in 1453 to 
Moslem rule. The feudal Latin states 
created by the Crusaders in the south 
Balkans and Greece would last into the 
15th century before being re-conquered 
by Byzantines and then Turks. In the 
7th century Syria and Egypt would be 
permanently wrested from the Chris-
tian World by Islam, falling to Arab and 
then Turkish rule until the modern pe-
riod. 

In many of the Slavic lands, Mongol 
and then Turkish rule would last until 
the 20th century. After a brief period of 
independence, all of the Slavic Ortho-
dox lands would be gripped by com-
munism. Russian Orthodoxy in particu-
lar suffered in the 20th century under 
communist ideology. Millions of be-
lievers were killed, including most of 
the bishops and clergy. 

It is within this impressionistic his-
torical context that we must see what  

has happened to Orthodox Christian-
ity in the United States. Orthodox Chris-
tianity first came to North America 200 
years ago through Alaska by the work 
of the missionary monk St. Herman. At 
the end of the 19th century, Orthodox 
Christians arriving from different coun-
tries established churches that were 
Inter-Orthodox, and under the jurisdic-
tion of the Moscow patriarchate. 

The sad consequence of the Russian 
Revolution for Orthodoxy in the United 
States was the creation of multiple eth-
nic churches, leading to a confusing 
quilt of overlapping (and historically 
uncanonical) jurisdictions. After 1917 
lay immigrant missionaries built 
churches and sent for priests from their 
homelands, leading to the setup of 
competing ethnic archdioceses. The 
sad result... New World Orthodox Chris-
tians are now living in captivity and 
uncertainty. 

The 34 bishops who met in Wash-
ington D.C. May 1-3 are not in agree-
ment on the Unity of the Church in 
America. Patriarch Bartholomew in 
Istanbul tells us that we are only 200 
years old and Orthodoxy is 2000 years 
old. He sees himself as the safety net 

Old World Siege Mentality 
Hinders the Development 
of New World Orthodoxy. 

For almost 1500 years, Orthodox 
Christians in many parts of the Old 
World have been living in "captivity." 
Rather than fostering missionary work, 
energy and resources were instead de-
voted to SURVIVING as the body of 
Christ. Moslems occupied the Holy City 
of Jerusalem in 637. Roman Catholic 
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for Greek Orthodoxy in America. The 
Patriarch of Constantinople, now virtu-
ally a titular See, is denying, distort-
ing and destroying the history of Or-
thodox Christians in North America. 

Old World Patriarchates Have 
Distorted Self View 

In truth, the problem between Old 
World and New World Orthodoxy is 
about history. The present Patriarch has 
a distorted sense of purpose, power and 
reach. In reality he is the last remnant 
of Ottoman rule. The irony is that the 
patriarch of Constantinople now sees 
himself as the chief bishop of the New 
World Orthodox Christianity. The other 
patriarchs do not endorse his claim. The 
Ottomans used his office and person to 
rule the Orthodox Christians in their 
empire. He was an employee of the 
Ottomans. The throne on the church 
Solea, always the seat of the emperor 
and a symbol of civil authority in the 
church, became the seat of the bishop 
under Ottoman rule. The conciliar pro-
cess of clergy and laity working together 
in synergy/co ministry with each other 
and the Holy Spirit was distorted and 
eliminated during the Ottoman period 
in Constantinople. We just witnessed 
the power of this synergy in Greece 
when the Prime Minister, a layman, in-
vited the Pope to visit after 1000 years 
of schism and two years of debate by 
the clergy. Instead, the ecumenical pa-
triarch, a product of his time, place and 
captivity, considers himself a despotic 
monarch. 

His reign started with so much hope. 
He was seen as the convener of the 
Great and Holy Council, the first in one 
thousand years, to settle the issues 
placed on the agenda through a con-
ciliar process. Instead, he is at odds 
with many of his fellow hierarchs. The 
council was not convened in 2001 even 
after the Turkish government rebuilt the 
city of Nicea where the first ecumenical 
council took place. Bartholomew con-
stantly violates the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese charter of 1977 and in its 
place offers a Charter that minimizes the 
role of the laity in the life of the Church. 
He wants to approve the minutes of the 
synod in the United States. He wants 
to control the selection and election of 
the bishops and archbishops of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. He has  

not approved the decisions of the 
Clergy Laity Congress since his eleva-
tion. In short, the captive has become 
the oppressor! 

Disunity Hampers Fulfilling 
our Apostolic Mission 

The reality is that the Orthodox 
Church in North America has been a 
safety net for the survival of Old World 
Orthodoxy. The great theologians and 
leaders of the day Schmemann, 
Florovsky, Calivas, Stylianopoulos, 
Meyendorff, Hopko, Chryssavgis, Lelon, 
Erikson, Patsavos and Archbishops 
Philip, lakovos, Athenagoras, Nathaniel, 
Bishop Basil were all nurtured and in-
fluenced by their life experiences in the 
United States. The faithful American 
Russians sent books and bibles into 
Russia during years of communist rule 
to keep the faith alive. An educational 
ministry, "Religion in Communist 
Dominated Countries" brought the 
truth to the laity of all faiths in the West 
and kept hope alive. The spiritually 
mature laity of North America were able 
to use their influence in community life 
to advocate for the survival of the Old 
World Patriarchates, especially Istanbul. 
After the War in 1948, Athenagoras was 
elected Patriarch and traveled to 
Istanbul on an airplane provided by 
President Truman as a result of lay in-
tervention. In recent times the Clintons 
visited the Phanar at the urging of the 
Greek-American voting population of 
the United States. 

At the same time that the faithful of 
all jurisdictions worked to be a safety 
net for the Old World Patriarchs, they 
also built thousands of churches in 
North America and theological schools 
that produced outstanding and world-
renowned theologically educated 
clergy. These resources were provided 
by the laity working in synergy with their 
clergy without Patriarchal or Old World 
government support. It should be 
noted that the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople has not renounced claim to our 
church properties in the United States, 
as have some other Old World patri-
archs. 

Despite all this, can you imagine 
what Orthodox Christians in North 
America could have accomplished if all 
Orthodox had been united? They could 
have more efficiently utilized their time,  

talent and financial resources for the 
good of God's people. We would now 
be more efficiently and hopefully more 
effectively preaching the Good News 
to all of our brothers and sisters in North 
America. 

The Church is Where 
the Bishop Is 

The balance provided by co-minis-
try has not been eliminated in North 
America. The synergy of clergy and la-
ity working together with each other 
and with the Holy Spirit is what built 
the Church here. It is time to recognize 
the reality that the Church is where the 
bishops are. They are here amidst their 
flock which is spiritually mature and 
both together they are able to sustain 
the Church in North America. It is up to 
us, now, working together, to move to 
the next step and to declare what is the 
"de facto" truth here a reality. We are a 
united, indigenous self governing 
Church! The Church in North America is 
now part of the sisterhood of Orthodoxy. 
If the hierarchy will not articulate this 
reality, the laity must! We must be 
united because what keeps us bound 
are distortions and myths of omogenia 
(racial purity) and Diaspora, ethnic and 
national divisions, old world govern-
ments using the church as a lobby and 
foreign language/cultural preservation 
which fosters disrespect for the coun-
try, its culture and language. The con-
sequences are that the spiritual needs 
of the faithful are not being met and 
the Church cannot retain the faithful. 
We have no growth. The intellectuals 
among our hierarchs and people must 
act on these distortions or they are in-
tellectually dishonest or they are lack-
ing in integrity and are working against 
truth. 

It is the duty, the great commission, 
of the laity to move the Church forward 
into Unity and Autocephaly because 
in unity we can live out the Great Com-
mission of Jesus Christ to bring forth 
the Good News to all people in all 
places without the hindrance of na-
tional and ethnic baggage. We must 
restore the balance of the People of 
God working together in synergy with 
the Holy Spirit. For the Orthodox Chris-
tian Church in North America, Pentecost 
2001 is the time of renewal and rebirth! 
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Deja Vu 
WHAT IS THE TRUE ORTHODOX TRADITION? 

By DEAN CALVERT 
(Bloomfield Hills, Michigan) 

0  ne of the advantages of being a two thousand-year-
old institution is that very little occurs which has not 
happened before. Unfortunately, surprisingly few 

people have taken the time to review the historical record. No, 
I don't mean which patriarchate has canonical jurisdiction over 
the Church in America. That somewhat irrelevant question has 
been examined ad nauseum. The real question, which is sel-
dom discussed, is this: What is the true Orthodox tradition? To 
remain as colonial dependencies of the mother churches, or to 
coalesce into a single, united, American Orthodox Church? 

For those searching for a solution to the chaos of the Ortho-
dox community in America, the historical experience of the 
Russian Church is instructive. For 500 years after their conver- 

sion to Orthodox Christianity, the Russian princes viewed them-
selves as members of an extended imperial family. The em-
peror in Byzantium was the head of that family and was given 
special honors, including the commemoration of his name in 
the liturgy. Byzantine culture pervaded Russian life, to a de-
gree probably far in excess of anything most modern histori-
ans are willing to admit. "Tsar grad," the Russian name for 
Constantinople, was the measure of all things. A truly incred-
ible level of admiration is evident even in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, when the City's population had shrunk to 
50,000 and the Empire had become a petty Balkan state. 

The progression of the Russian church, from one dominated 
by Byzantium to an autocephalous institution, provides a pro-
totype which the American Church seems destined to repli-
cate. In the Russian case, an initial period of total Byzantine 
domination was followed by a period during which the occu- 
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pant of the metropolitan throne of "Kiev and all Russia" (i.e. 
the Moscow metropolitanate) was alternately a Byzantine and 
Russian. This informal arrangement continued for 150 years. 
During this period, the Russian Primary Chronicle describes 
an almost comical incident during which the "Greek" candi-
date (who the grand prince had apparently not met, but had 
already paid for) died en route to Russia. In true "Byzantine" 
fashion the entourage conspired to elect one of their own mem-
bers to impersonate the metropolitan-candidate. The ruse was 
successful, and the impersonator was invested as the new 
Metropolitan of Kiev and all Russia. 

This "alternating" arrangement continued until the Council 
of Florence (1439). At that council, the Orthodox Church, under 
duress and hoping to elicit Western aid to save the City, ac-
cepted union with the Western Church. Upon their return to 
Constantinople, many of the participants recanted their sup-
port of the Union. One of the leading proponents of the Union, 
Isidore, attended the council as the Byzantine-appointed 
metropolitan of the Russian Church. Upon his return to Russia, 
and following his announcement of the Union, he was jailed 
by Grand Prince Basil 11. An all-Russian synod was then con-
vened (after a brief vacancy) to elect a new metropolitan of 
Kiev and All Russia, thereby establishing a de facto separa-
tion from Constantinople. 

Following the election, this letter was composed for delivery to the 
(last) Byzantine emperor: 

"We beseech your Sacred Majesty not to think that what we 
have done we did out of arrogance, nor to blame us for not 
writing to our Sovereignty beforehand; we did this from dire 
necessity, not from pride or arrogance. In all things we hold to 
the ancient Orthodox faith transmitted to us, and so we shall 
continue to do ...until the end of time. And our Russian Church, 
the holy metropolitanate of Russia, requests and seeks the 
blessing of the holy, ecumenical, catholic, and apostolic church 
of St. Sophia, the Wisdom of God, and is obedient to her in all 
things according to the ancient faith; and our father, the Lord 
Iona, metropolitan of Kiev and all Russia, likewise requests 
from her all manner of blessing and union, except for the present 
recently appeared disagreements." 

(Letter from Basil II, Grand Prince of Moscow to the last Byzan-
tine emperor, Constantine XI Palaiologos, on the eve of the fall of 
Constantinople. Source: Obolensky: The Byzantine Commonwealth). 

Although it would take time, the Russian Church would even-
tually be recognized as an independent patriarchate by Con-
stantinople, as well as the rest of the Orthodox world. 

The Russian experience provides eerie parallels to the 
American experience. Imagine, for example, the conversations 
which may have taken place at the Blachernae Palace (the 
home of the Byzantine emperors), on the eve of the Turkish 
conquest and just prior to sending Metropolitan Isidore back 
to Russia to proclaim the Union. "We know the Russians better 
than you," may well have been the patriarch's response to the 
native Russian protests. 

The Russian experience also provides a useful backdrop 
for the drama being played out in American Orthodox commu- 
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nity. When viewed in this light, the current situation becomes 
much less confused, and the path to a solution becomes more 
clear. The move towards a united, American Orthodox Church 
is hardly the work of schismatics. On the contrary, the histori-
cal record is clear - it is the Orthodox tradition. Furthermore, I 
would suggest that it is much more than just our tradition, it is 
the key to our success! As the subsequent success of the Rus-
sian Church shows, it is ONLY by acclimating to the local cul-
ture that our liturgical treasures can be transmitted to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. And it will ONLY be when our children 
and grandchildren see us praying "incessantly" that they will 
emulate us. As a young participant at a recent meeting stated, 
"Whatever our kids see us doing, they will do ...If they see us 
praying in front of icons and celebrating the liturgy, they will 
pray; if they see us reading The Wall Street Journal, they will 
do likewise." 

As our hierarchs gather in Washington D.C. to chart a new 
path for our American Orthodox community, perhaps they 
should reflect on this scenario: St. John Chrysostom appears at 
the conference and takes the podium. Ask yourself this ques-
tion: Would his sermon be one of congratulations for the stew-
ardship of the Great Church in America, or a reprimand for our 
shortsightedness, overlapping jurisdictions and the conse-
quent squandering of a precious opportunity? 



GREEK FOLK LAMENTS 
FOR THE DEAD 

(18TH & 19TH CENTURIES) 
The laments of rural Greece can be traced back to Homer and the Hellenistic period 
and certainly to the Byzantine times and the Akritic cycle of verse, especially the 
parts that deal with Dighenis's struggle with Charon. These songs for the dead 
(called moirologia by the modern Greeks—from moira or fate and logos or words, 
discourse) date from the 18th and 19th century and, like the rest of the folk poetry, 
their authorship is unknown. Invariably improvised, these dirges are always com-
posed and sung by, almost certainly, illiterate women who may take turns in singing 
them from morning and through the night. The lament, in fact, is part of an intricate 
tradition of ritual customs and beliefs regarding Charon, the soul and its journey. 

Translations by MINAS SAVVAS 

CHARONS MOTHER SINGS 	 CHARON'S SONG 

Though you may have a heart of stone, don't let it break and listen. 
I'll sing a song of deep lament, a tearful song of pain; 
It isn't a widow's song nor of a woman married, 
It's Charon's mother's old lament who sang it all in vain: 

"Mothers, shelter your children, sisters protect your brothers, wives of men 
of honesty, give refuge to your husbands 
for 1 have a hunter son, a son who is a brigand; 
at night he stalks and stalks and stalks and pillages in mornings;  
when meeting three he takes two, when two he grabs the one 
and when he finds one alone, he simply blots him out. 

Astride his horse in light and dark he rides across the plains, 
all dark in thought, all dressed in black, atop his black, black horse, 
he drags his daggers and his swords, all naked and ready, 
daggers intended for the hearts, the swords for heads and carving." 

(Translated by Minas Savvas) 

A DAUGHTER FROM THE GRAVE 

1 have a favor to ask, Mother, and please comply: 
Never begin to sing laments when sunset falls around: 
Charon and Mrs. Charon then are busy having supper. 
I held the torch that lights their room, the vase to pour their wine, 
And when your voice reached my ears it tore my heart to pieces, 
It cracked the vase in my hand, put out the torch I carried, 
Pouring its cinders on the dead below the earthly surface, 
And burned the brides' dowries, the youth's resplendent trappings, 
While Charon, furious at me, hurled me into nether blackness. 
My mouth brimming with my blood, my lips with taste of venom. 

(Translated by Minas Savvas) 

A MOTHER FOR HER SMALL CHILD 

0 where are you headed, my dove? Is it to build your nest? 
If you build it on the mountain the snow will ruin it, 
If you build it on the shore the waves will ruin it, 
If you build it on the ground the snakes will ruin it. 

0 where are you headed, my dove? Is it to build your nest? 
Your lips have withered, o my dove, your heart has burned to cinders. 

(Translation by Minas Savvas) 

Old Charon sat up high and sang in a most powerful voice 
some songs of gladness, memories of happiness and pride: 
"Just look the homes I've wasted, look at the cobwebbed gardens, 
the brothers I have torn apart, souls who had loved each other, 
the pride of paths they had walked, the awe of those who knew them; 
I parted mothers from their kids, kids torn from their mothers, 
and couples who had been in love, in youth and all their glory. 

(Translation by Minas Savvas) 
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LAMENT OF A MOTHER FOR A DAUGHTER 	 THE SHEPHERD AND CHARON 

My daughter, they have locked you up, below in that Oblivion 
where there are keys for entering but never for the exit, 
they bolt the door of each return so no one can come out, 
daughters and mothers can't converse, no words can be exchanged, 
parents and sons are silent there, no love, no words, no kisses, 
and even kings in that cold world become as one with others. 
The houses there are bathed in black, the walls are all worn-out, 
the great down there and all the small mingle and are the same. 

(Translation by Minas Savvas) 

CHARON AND THE SOULS 

Dark are the hills and mountains, they stand grim, dark and tearful 
Are they struggling with the wind? Are they hard-whipped by rain? 
-There is no struggle with the wind, no whipping by the rain, 
Only old Charon marches on with all the dead together. 
He drags the young, all up in front, the older dead behind, 
And all the tender very young bunched up astride his saddle. 
The young get now on their knees, the older ones are begging: 
"0 Charon, please let's make a stop in mountain spring or village 
And let the elders have a drink, the young to have some play 
And have the tender children gather some wild flowers." 
-"Neither in town can I stop nor by a mountain spring; 
To fetch water mothers come and recognize their children 
And couples meet and kiss and hug and never can be parted." 

(Translated by Minas Savvas)  

A brave young lad would roam and hop from hill to peak each day, 
His fez was tilted on his head, his hair was neatly tied. 
And Charon watched him from atop a lofty mountainside 
And he descended to a path to wait for him to pass. 

-"From where you come, my brave young lad? 
Tell me where are you headed?" 
-"I come from doing the day's chores and to my home I'm going. 
I've got to get the day's bread and then return back home." 
-"And I was sent by mighty God to take your soul away!" 
-"0 let me go! Let me go on, o Charon, let me live! 
I have a wife much too young, too young to be a widow, 
If she walks too breezily they say she needs a husband 
And if she walks more modestly they say that she is vain. 
My children, too, are much too young and they must not be orphaned." 

But Charon would not hear of it and wished to drag him out." 
-"Charon, since you've decided and need to take me with you, 
Let us then wrestle mightily upon the threshing floor 
And if you win, o Charon friend, then take my soul away, 
But if I win, then go with God and leave my soul behind." 
They went and wrestled mightily from sunrise until sunset 
And there near darkness Charon fetched the shepherd's soul away. 

(Translated by Minas Savvas) 
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How to Arrange 
Fresh Flowers 

In some societies, flower arranging is 
considered an art form. Picture gleam 
ing silverware and crystal 

against snowy white linen table-
cloths and a vase of fresh flow-
ers in a restaurant. Picture per-
fect. 

Our society is not one that con-
siders fresh flower arranging an 
art. We stick flowers into waterwhen 
they arrive and throw them out when 
they droop. We can take to heart 
the fact that doing something 
attractive with fresh flowers is a 
less long-term commitment than 
child or cat care. 

Fortunately, when dealing 
with fresh flowers, you don't 
need a green thumb, ora tropi-
cal climate, because flowers 
are available year round. 
They are available at the 
stand next tothe subway en-
trance, at the supermarket, the 
farmer's market, and fora bit more 
money, at your local florist. Tulips can be 
had in January just as easily as holly in 
December. 

Once you have bought your flowers,  

let's say a dozen tulips, now what? All you 
need is a little thought, a little time, and a 
little equipment. To make flowers stand 

or lean at the desired angle, you'll need 
oasis (a block of solidified green plastic 

foam), ora frog (a heavy, metal cyl-
inder composed of closely set, 

needlelike prongs on a flat base), or 
a nylon net bag of clear marbles. No 

frogs available? Try putting the 
greens into the vase first in a criss-
cross pattern. One at a time put the 
flowers in, resting them against the 

structure provided by the greens. If 
you have no greens, try a rubber band 

or a piece of string wrapped around 
the gathered stems. Leaves be- 

low the waterline should be re- 
moved, since they decay rap-

idly, spoiling the water in the vase 
and accelerating the deterioration of 

your arrangement. 
Since your vase may not be 

holding remnants from the last 
bunch of flowers, wash it thor-

oughly. Choose one with a small 
neck, particularly if you don't have 

any oasis. The narrow neck averts 
the jackstraw look. A small juice glass or 
olive jar will hold your flower stems in or-
der is you are going to place them in a 
bowl or basket. 
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Next you need to think of the height of 
your arrangement. You don't want to hold 
dinner conversations through a bank of iris. 
If the arrangement will be seen from all 
angles, you should plan to follow a spheri-
cal shape. 

Odd numbers of flowers sharing shape 
and color hold some order, or presence, to 
the grouping. For instance, five stalks of 
deep blue larkspur will complement three 
red roses alternated with three marguerite 
daisies. Colors should be considered both 
in terms of where the flowers will be (what 
is the color of the tablecloth), and the com-
bination of the primary and secondary col-
ors. Blues, reds and purples work well to-
gether. Don't add yellow or orange to the 
group unless you are going for the whole- 

garden look. If this seems too compli-
cated, stick to a single color and a variety 
of flowers. A vase of daisies and baby's 
breath (basic white on white) is pretty any-
where. 

While deciding on height, color and 
shape, the flowers should be in a bucket of 
fresh water. If these flowers are straight from 
the garden, they should be given several 
hours to overnight in a container of water to 
adjust. Check the stems to be sure they are 
strong and healthy. All stems, damaged or 
healthy, need to be trimmed. A diagonal 
cut will expose more surface area and in-
crease the flow of water to the leaves and 
blossoms. In fact, you can increase the life-
time of a bouquet by replacing two-day -
old water with fresh water and giving the  

stems a second trim. Stems that have been 
pinched or bent will not be able to trans-
port water to the blossom; within six hours 
your carefully arranged bouquet will look 
as if a delivery truck had backed over it. 

To avoid this early demise, trim any 
damaged stems just above the point of 
break or bruise. Now with a vase, water, 
flowers of the right height and color, greens 
or filler (baby's breath, dusty miller, Queen 
Anne's lace), it's assembly time. Start with 
the greens covering the rim of the vase (hid-
ing the oasis or frog), building towards the 
center to form the basic shape chosen for 
the arrangement. Take three blossoms of 
the same color and shape; they will form 
the first triangle to be nested in the greens. 
Depending on the number of blossoms, their 
color and sizes, you can build on the first tri-
angle by clustering each point, as long as you 
match they three points with each addition, 
your arrangement will be artfully balanced 
with a single addition of a center, usually a 
fourth blossom of the most dominant (or inter-
esting) group. 

Regardless of shape or color, or amount of 
time and talent required, an arrangement of 
fresh flowers can begin to turn a gloomy Satur-
day afternoon into a gala Saturday evening. 
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MINERVA 

MINERVA (Athena), the goddess of 
wisdom, was the daughter of Jupiter 
(Zeus). She was said to have leaped forth 
from his brain, mature, and in complete 
armour. She presided over the useful and 
ornamental arts, both those of men - such 
as agriculture and navigation - and those 
of women, - spinning, weaving, and 
needlework. She was also a warlike di-
vinity;  but it was defensive war only that 
she patronized, and she had no sympa-
thy with Mars's (Ares) savage love of 
violence and bloodshed. Ath- 
ens was her chosen 
seat, her own 
cit y, 
awarded 
to her 
as the 
prize 
of a 

Neptune (Posiedon), who also aspired 
to it, The tale ran that in the reign of 
Cecrops, the first king of Athens, the two 
deities contended for the possession of 
the city. The gods decreed that it should 
be awarded to that one who produced 
the gift most useful to mortals. Neptune 
gave the horse;  Minerva produced the 
olive. The gods gave judgment that the 
olive was the more useful of the two, and 
awarded the city to the goddess; and it 
was named after her, Athens, her name 
in Greek being Athene. 

There was another contest, in which a 
mortal dared to come in competi-
tion with Minerva. That mortal was 
Arachne, a maiden who had attained 
such skill in the arts of weaving and 
embroidery that the nymphs them-
selves would leave their groves and 
fountains to come and gaze upon her 
work. It was not only beautiful when 
it was done, but beautiful also in the 
doing. To watch her, as she took the 
wool in its rude state and formed it 
into rolls, or separated it with her 
fingers and carded it till it looked 
as light and soft as a cloud, or twirled 
the spindle with skilful touch, or 
wove the web, or, after it was woven, 

adorned it with her needle, one 
would have said that 
Minerva herself had taught 
her. But this she denied, and 
could not bear to be thought 
a pupil even of a goddess. 
"Let Minerva try her skill 
with mine," said she; "if 
beaten I will pay the pen- 
alty." Minerva heard this 
and was displeased. She 
assumed the form of an 

old woman and went and gave Arachne 
some friendly advice. "I have had much 
experience," said she, "and I hope you 
will not despise my counsel. Challenge 
your fellow-mortals as you will, but do 
not compete with a goddess. On the con-
trary, I advise you to ask her forgiveness 
for what you have said, and as she is 
merciful perhaps she will pardon you." 
Arachne stopped her spinning and 
looked at the old dame with anger in her 
countenance. "Keep your counsel," said 
she, "for your daughters or handmaids; 
for my part I know what I say, and I stand 
to it. I am not afraid of the goddess; let 
her try her skill, if she dare venture." "She 
comes," said Minerva; and dropping her 
disguise stood confessed. The nymphs 
bent low in homage, and all the bystand-
ers paid reverence. Arachne alone was 
unterrified. She blushed, indeed; a sud-
den colour dyed her cheek, and then she 
grew pale. But she stood to her resolve, 
and with a foolish conceit of her own skill 
rushed on her fate. Minerva forbore no 
longer nor interposed any further advice. 
They proceed to the contest. Each takes 
her station and attaches the web to the 
beam. Then the slender shuttle is passed 
in and out among the threads. The reed 
with its fine teeth strikes the woof into its 
place and compacts the web. Both work 
with speed; their skilful hands move rap-
idly, and the excitement of the contest 
makes the labour light. Wool of Tyrian 
dye is contrasted with that of other 
colours, shaded off into one another so 
adroitly that the joining deceives the eye. 
Like the bow, whose long arch tinges the 

Minerva 
and Niobe 

By THOMAS BULFINCH (1796-1867) 
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heavens, formed by sun-
beams reflected from the 
shower,* in which, where 
the colours meet they 
seem as one, but a little 
distance from the 
point of contact are 
wholly different. 

Minerva wrought 
on her web the 
scene of her con- 

, 	test with Nep- 
tune. Twelve of 
the heavenly 
powers are rep- 

\ resented, Jupi- 
ter, with au-

gust gravity, sitting in the midst. Nep-
tune, the ruler of the sea, holds his tri-
dent, and appears to have just smitten 
the earth, from which a horse has leaped 
forth. Minerva depicted herself with 
helmed head, her AEgis covering her 
breast. Such was the central circle; and 
in the four corners were represented in-
cidents illustrating the displeasure of the 
gods at such presumptuous mortals as 
had dared to contend with them. These 
were meant as warnings to her rival to 
give up the contest before it was too late. 

Arachne filled her web with subjects 
designedly chosen to exhibit the failings 
and errors of the gods. One scene repre-
sented Leda caressing the swan, under 
which form Jupiter had disguised him-
self; and another, Danae, in the brazen 
tower in which her father had imprisoned 
her, but where the god effected his en-
trance in the form of a golden shower. 
Still another depicted Europa deceived 
by Jupiter under the disguise of a bull. 
Encouraged by the tameness of the ani-
mal Europa ventured to mount his back, 
whereupon Jupiter advanced into the sea 
and swam with her to Crete, You would 
have thought it was a real bull, so natu-
rally was it wrought, and so natural the 
water in which it swam. She seemed to 
look with longing eyes back upon the 
shore she was leaving, and to call to her 
companions for help. She appeared to 
shudder with terror at the sight of the 
heaving waves, and to draw back her 
feel, from the water. 

Arachne filled her canvas with simi-
lar subjects, wonderfully well done, but 
strongly marking her presumption and 
impiety. Minerva could not forbear to 
admire, yet felt indignant at the insult. 
She struck the web with her shuttle and  

rent it in pieces; she then touched the 
forehead of Arachne and made her feel 
her guilt and shame. She could not en-
dure it and went and hanged herself. 
Minerva pitied her as she saw her sus-
pended by a rope. "Live," she said, 
"guilty woman! and that you may pre-
serve the memory of this lesson, continue 
to hang, both you and your descendants, 
to all future times." She sprinkled her with 
the juices of aconite, and immediately 
her hair came off, and her nose and ears 
likewise. Her form shrank up, and her 
head grew smaller yet; her fingers 
cleaved to her side and served for legs. 
All the rest of her is body, out of which 
she spins her thread, often hanging sus-
pended by it, in the same attitude as 
when Minerva touched her and trans-
formed her into a spider. 

Spenser tells the story of Arachne in 
his "Muiopotmos," adhering very closely  

to his master Ovid, but improving upon 
him in the conclusion of the story. The 
two stanzas which follow tell what was 
done after the goddess had depicted her 
creation of the olive tree: 

"Amongst these leaves she made a Butterfly, 
With excellent device and wondrous slight, 
Fluttering among the olives wantonly, 

That seemed to live, so like it was in sight; 
The velvet nap which on his wings doth lie, 
The silken down with which his back is dight, 
His broad outstretched horns, his hairy thighs, 
His glorious colours, and his glistening eyes." 

"Which when Arachne saw, as overlaid 
And mastered with workmanship so rare, 
She stood astonied long, ne aught gainsaid; 
And with fast-fixed eyes on her did stare, 
And by her silence, sign of one dismayed, 
The victory did yield her as her share: 
Yet did she inly fret and Telly burn, 
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And all her blood to poisonous rancour turn." 

And so the metamorphosis is caused 
by Arachne's own mortification and vexa-
tion, and not by any direct act of the god-
dess. 

The following specimen of old-fash-
ioned gallantry is by Garrick: 

"UPON A LADY'S EMBROIDERY 
"Arachne once, as poets tell, 
A goddess at her art defied, 
And soon the daring mortal fell 
The hapless victim of her pride. 
"0, then beware Arachne's fate; 
Be prudent, Chloe, and submit, 
For you'll most surely meet her hate, 
Who rival both her art and wit." 

Tennyson, in his "Palace of Art," de-
scribing the works of art with which the 
palace was adorned, thus alludes to 
Europa: 

"...sweet Europa's mantle blew unclasped 
From off her shoulder, backward borne, 
From one hand drooped a crocus, one hand grasped 
The mild bull's golden horn." 
In his "Princess" there is this allusion to Danae: 
"Now lies the earth all Danae to the stars, 
And all thy heart lies open unto me." 

NIOBE 
The fate of Arachne was noised 

abroad through all the country, and 
served as a warning to all presumptuous 
mortals not to compare themselves with 
the divinities. But one, and she a matron 
too, failed to learn the lesson of humil-
ity. It was Niobe, the queen of Thebes. 
She had indeed much to be proud of; but 
it was not her husband's fame, nor her 
own beauty, nor their great descent, nor 
the power of their kingdom that elated 
her. It was her children; and truly the hap-
piest of mothers would Niobe have been 
if only she had not claimed to be so. It 
was on occasion of the annual celebra-
tion in honour of Latona (Leto) and her 
offspring, Apollo and Diana (Artemis),-
when the people of Thebes were as-
sembled, their brows crowned with lau-
rel, bearing frankincense to the altars and 
paying their vows,- that Niobe appeared 
among the crowd. Her attire was splen-
did with gold and gems, and her aspect 
beautiful as the face of an angry woman 
can be. She stood and surveyed the 
people with haughty looks. "What folly," 
said she, "is this!- to prefer beings whom  

you never saw to those who stand before 
your eyes! Why should Latona be 
honoured with worship, and none be paid 
to me? My father was Tantalus, who was 
received as a guest at the table of the 
gods; my mother was a goddess. My hus-
band built and rules this city, Thebes, 
and Phrygia is my paternal inheritance. 
Wherever I turn my eyes I survey the ele-
ments of my power; nor is my form and 
presence unworthy of a goddess. To all 
this let me add I have seven sons and 
seven daughters, and look for sons-in-
law and daughters-in-law of pretensions 
worthy of my alliance. Have I not 
cause for pride? Will 
you prefer to me 
this Latona, 
the Titan's 
daughter, 
with her 
two chil-
dren? I 
have 
seven 

tires 
a 	s 

many. 
Fortu-
nate in-
deed am 
I, 	and 
fortu- 
nate 	I 
shall re-
main! 
Will any 

one deny this? My abundance is my se-
curity. I feel myself too strong for Fortune 
to subdue. She may take from me much; 
I shall still have much left. Were Ito lose 
some of my children, I should hardly be 
left as poor as Latona with her two only. 
Away with you from these solemnities,-
put off the laurel from your brows,- have 
done with this worship!" The people 
obeyed, and left the sacred services un-
completed. 

The goddess was indignant. On the 
Cynthian mountain top where she dwelt 
she thus addressed her son and daugh-
ter: "My children, I who have been so 
proud of you both, and have been used 
to hold myself second to none of the god-
desses except Juno alone, begin now to 
doubt whether I am indeed a goddess. I 
shall be deprived of my worship alto-
gether unless you protect me." She was 
proceeding in this strain, but Apollo in-
terrupted her. "Say no more," said he; 
"speech only delays punishment." So 
said Diana also. Darting through the air, 
veiled in clouds, they alighted on the 
towers of the city. Spread out before the 
gates was a broad plain, where the youth 
of the city pursued their warlike sports. 
The sons of Niobe were there with the 
rest,- some mounted on spirited horses 
richly caparisoned, some driving gay 
chariots, Ismenos, the first-born, as he 
guided his foaming steeds, struck with 
an arrow from above, cried out, "Ah me!" 
dropped the reins, and fell lifeless. An-
other, hearing the sound of the bow,- like 
the boatman who sees the storm gather-
ing and makes all sail for the port,- gave 
the reins to his horses and attempted to 
escape. The inevitable arrow overtook 
him, as he fled. Two others, younger boys, 
just from their tasks, had gone to the play-
ground to have a game of wrestling. As 
they stood breast to breast, one arrow 
pierced them both. They uttered a cry 
together, together cast a parting look 
around them, and together breathed their 
last. Alphenor, an elder brother, seeing 
them fall, hastened to the spot to render 
assistance, and fell stricken in the act of 
brotherly duty. One only was left, 
Ilioneus. He raised his arms to heaven to 
try whether prayer might not avail. "Spare 
me, ye gods!" he cried, addressing all, 
in his ignorance that all needed not his 
intercessions; and Apollo would have 
spared him, but the arrow had already 
left the string, and it was too late. 
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dwellers; dost thou 
flow, 

Old Tiber! 
through a marble 
wilderness? 

Rise with thy k, 
yellow waves, and 
mantle her dis-
tress." 

(Childe Harold, IV 79) 

The terror of 
the people 
and grief of 
the 	atten- 
dants soon 
made Niobe 
acquainted 
with what had 

taken place. She 	could hardly 
think it possible; she was indignant that 
the gods had dared, and amazed that 
they had been able to do it. Her husband, 
Amphion, overwhelmed with the blow, 
destroyed himself. Alas! how different 
was this Niobe from her who had so 
lately driven away the people from the 
sacred rites, and held her stately course 
through the city, the envy of her friends, 
now the pity even of her foes! She knelt 
over the lifeless bodies, and kissed now 
one, now another of her dead sons. Rais-
ing her pallid arms to heaven, "Cruel 
Latona," said she, "feed full your rage 
with my anguish! Satiate your hard heart, 
while I follow to the grave my seven sons. 
Yet where is your triumph? Bereaved as 
I am, I am still richer than you, my con-
queror." Scarce had she spoken, when the 
bow sounded and struck terror into all 
hearts except Niobe's alone. She was 
brave from excess of grief. The sisters 
stood in garments of mourning over the 
biers of their dead brothers. One fell, 
struck by an arrow, and died on the 
corpse she was bewailing. Another, at-
tempting to console her mother, sud-
denly ceased to speak, and sank life- 

less to the earth. A third tried to escape 
by flight, a fourth by concealment, an-
other stood trembling, uncertain what 
course to take. Six were now dead, and 
only one remained, whom the mother 
held clasped in her arms, and covered 
as it were with her whole body. "Spare 
me one, and that the youngest! 0 spare 
me one of so many!" she cried; and while 
she spoke, that one fell dead. Desolate 
she sat, among sons, daughters, hus-
band, all dead, and seemed torpid with 
grief. The breeze moved not her hair, no 
colour was on her cheek, her eyes glared 
fixed and immovable, there was no sign 
of life about her. Her very tongue cleaved 
to the roof of her mouth, and her veins 
ceased to convey the tide of life. Her 
neck bent not, her arms made no ges-
ture, her foot no step. She was changed 
to stone, within and without. Yet tears 
continued to flow; and borne on a whirl-
wind to her native mountain, she still re-
mains, a mass of rock, from which a trick-
ling stream flows, the tribute of her never-
ending grief. 

The story of Niobe has furnished 
Byron with a fine illustration of the fallen 
condition of modern Rome: 

"The Niobe of nations! there she stands, 
Childless and crownless in her voiceless woe; 
An empty urn within her withered 
hands, 
Whose holy dust was scattered long ago; 
The Scipios' tomb contains no ashes now: 
The very sepulchres lie tenantless Of their heroic 

As an illustration of this story there is 
a celebrated statue in the imperial gal-
lery of Florence. It is the principal figure 
of a group supposed to have been origi-
nally arranged in the pediment of a 
temple. The figure of the mother clasped 
by the arm of her terrified child is one of 
the most admired of the ancient statues. 
It ranks with the Laocoon and the Apollo 
among the masterpieces of art. The fol-
lowing is a translation of a Greek epi-
gram supposed to relate to this statue: 

"To stone the gods have changed her, but in 
vain;The sculptor's art has made her breathe 
again." 

Tragic as is the Story of Niobe, we can-
not forbear to smile at the use Moore has 
made of it in "Rhymes on the Road": 

"'Two in his carriage the sublime 
Sir Richard Blackmore used to rhyme, 
And, if the wits don't do him wrong, 
'Twixt death and epics passed his time, 
Scribbling and killing all day long; 
Like Phoebus in his car at ease, 
Now warbling forth a lofty song, 
Now murdering the young Niobes." 

Sir Richard Blackmore was a physi-
cian, and at same time a very prolific 
and very tasteless poet, whose works are 
now forgotten, unless when recalled to 
mind by some wit like Moore for the sake 
of a joke. 

For Greek 
Recipes: 

www. 
EstiatorOnLine 

scorn 
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When Will the Orthodox Learn 
To Love the Pope? 
By ROD DREHER, Columnist at the New York Post 

The Wall Street Journal 

Over the course of his pilgrim pa-
pacy, John Paul II has endured 
hectoring in San-dinista Nicara-

gua, stared down Soviet-sponsored ty-
rants in Poland, suffered attempts by 
dictators to hijack his good will for their 
own malign agendas-as Syria's Assad 
did on Saturday-and braved all manner 
of threat to his dignity and safety in pur-
suit of his evangelical mission. 

You'd expect that he'd get that from 
communists and Levantine strongmen, 
and indeed from non-Christian fanatics-
like the radical Hindus who vowed vio-
lence during his visit to India. You do not 
expect it from Christians, especially 
Christian clergy. 

But in the days preceding the pontiff's 
arrival in Greece, the rank-and-file Or-
thodox clerical union denounced him as 
an "arch-heretic" and the "two-horned gro-
tesque monster of Rome." 

Mercy! Some, of these arch-knot-
heads, particularly monks from Mt. Athos, 
even petitioned the Almighty to curse 
the bishop of Rome. Greece, presumably, 
is a modern European democracy. Yet 
its government had to deploy a large 
police presence to prevent Orthodox 
zealots from harming a stooped and trem-
bling octogenarian Catholic priest. 

It must be said that all Orthodox feel 
as the Greeks do. The ecumenical patri-
arch in Istanbul welcomed the papal 
visit; and the Syrian Orthodox, who share 
a relatively close relationship with Syr-
ian Catholics, were much more hospi-
table. Still, as a Roman Catholic admirer 
of Orthodoxy, I was saddened by the 
Greek hostility. 

To my great relief, a (non-Greek) Or-
thodox priest friend shared my indigna-
tion. "John Paul II is the single person 
most responsible for the defeat of athe-
istic communism, and history will be 
very kind to him," he said. "Calling for 
him to be cursed is just embarrassing." 

My friend went on to explain, though, 
that Americans cannot grasp the way the 
Crusader sack of Constantinople in 1204 
shaped the Greek Orthodox soul. True,  

the Crusaders behaved like barbarians; 
and no Roman Catholic today would de-
fend them. But eight centuries is a long 
time to hold a grudge. And it's not like 
the Orthodox have clean hands. The sack 
was preceded in 1182 by a massacre of 
Western Christians in that city. A cardi-
nal was beheaded, and 4,000 Western 
Christians were sold into slavery. 

Does the pope ask the latter-day Or-
thodox to apologize? Of course not. Nor 
does he ask the Russian Orthodox hier-
archy to apologize for collaborating with 
the Soviets to steal Ukrainian Catholic 
churches six decades ago. Unlike his 
Orthodox counterparts, this pontiff lives 
in the real world. He understands that if 
Christianity is to survive, much less 
thrive, in the third millennium, believ-
ers cannot afford quarrels over past griev-
ances. 

There are deep theological divisions 
between East and West, and any 
ecumenism that pretends otherwise is 
false. But isn't working more closely to 
combat the functional nihilism that ac-
companies the spread of consumerist 
values a more pressing concern than fuss-
ing over the fate of the Filioque clause? 

The pope knows that the key ques-
tion in the era of postmodernism and glo-
balization is not what brand of Christian-
ity the world will follow; it is whether the 
world will follow Christianity at all. 

It is said that the Greek Orthodox re-
gard John Paul as a symbol of the West-
ernization they despise. Who are they 
kidding? The pontiff who was the scourge 
of the militant atheist ideology that 
made martyrs of millions of Orthodox 
believers is the same man who is the 
fiercest enemy of the secular Western 
juggernaut. Have the Orthodox been 
paying attention for the past two de-
cades? Do they read his stuff? 

Maybe not. The late Alexander 
Schmemann, the eminent Russian Ortho-
dox theologian, lamented his faith's 
"complete indifference to the world," 
claiming that official Orthodoxy lived in 
a "heavy, static, petrified" world of "illu- 

sion." 
Orthodox consciousness "did not no-

tice the fall of Byzantium, Peter the 
Great's reforms; the Revolution; it did not 
notice the revolution of the mind, of sci-
ence, of lifestyles, forms of life," 
Schmemann wrote in his private journal. 
"In brief, it did not notice history." John 
Paul does. 

Seizing the moment, he has not only 
asked forgiveness for the historical sins 
of Catholicism, but has also gone to as-
tonishing lengths to accommodate the 
obstreperous Orthodox—even putting 
the nature of the papacy on the table for 
discussion. He has suffered repeated 
insult from Eastern churchmen—includ-
ing a scandalous 1991 rebuke at a cer-
emony in St. Peter's Basilica—yet re-
turned hatred with affection. 

To little avail, alas. If the fathomless 
humility and charitable witness of this 
great and good pontiff (great because he 
is good) bear fruit in the East, it will al-
most certainly not be in his lifetime. Word 
has not yet reached Mt. Athos that the 
new Babylon is not Rome but Hollywood 
and the shopping mall. (How's that for a 
two-horned monster?) But it will. 

By the time the Orthodox awaken from 
their self-satisfaction and grasp the true 
nature of the spiritual and moral crisis 
engulfing their respective cultures, what 
will they do to fight it? Perhaps they will 
consult, "Veritatis Splendor" and 
"Evangelium Vitae," as well as other pro-
phetic writings of John Paul II, an authen-
tic Christian humanist who truly grasped 
the promise and the peril of the 
postmodern world. Too late, it may dawn 
on the Orthodox religious authorities 
what kind of wise and holy man they, in 
their narrow-mindedness and pride, re-
jected out of hand. Tragic? Yes. But in 
the Gospels, you'll find precedent for this 
sort of thing. 

The only thing we have to fear 
is Fear Itself. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Greek-American Knights 
Run for The Olympics 
under the Cypriot Flag 

Theodore Demetriou became a citizen of Cyprus in the fall 
of 1999 and registered himself in the Cyprus Horse Society in 
April 2001. During his most recent trip to Cyprus in April of 2001, 
he met with Mr. Michael Petris, President of the Cyprus Eques-
trian Federation, Antonis Petris, a second rider for the Olympics 
2004, Mr. Andreas Sava, General Secretary of the Cyprus Olym-
pic Committee and Dr. Nickos Kartacoullis, Executive Director of 
the Cyprus Olympic Committee. 

During a press conference held in Cyprus on Thursday, April 
5, 2001 the Cyprus Horse Society introduced to the public both 
Theodore Peter Demetriou and Antonis Petris, both having re-
markable performances in the international equestrian arenas. 

Theodore Peter Demetriou was born in Astoria, New York, 
the son of a Greek father and a Cypriot mother. He began riding 
in 1981. Since 1995 he has been competing in several Grand Prixs 
such as the East Coast Grand Prix Circuit, the Palm Beach Interna-
tional Tampa, the Hampton Classic and the North Fork Classic 
High Amateur and the North Fork Classic High Amateur Owner 
Jumper in Jamesport, New York, where he won first place. In 1996 

Irene Demetriou, Mr. Manolis Christofides, Presidential Commissioner of 
Overseas Cypriots, Teddy Demetriou, Equestrian, Olympics 2004 Cyprus 

he was chosen to represent the United States in an international 
competition in Sao Paolo, Brazil, winning the team Bronze medal 
out of 10 teams all over the world. Since 1997 he has been training 
with Peter Leone, team Olympic silver medallist (1996) and Piet 
Raaymaker of the Netherlands Equestrian team, a top ranked 
individual rider in the world. 

Antonis Petris began riding while a student in the USA, where, 
coached by George Morris, he successfully competed in the 
American Championship and in several American Grand Prixs. 
Since 1993 he is the Cyprus champion, with a parallel successful 
participation in the Pan-Hellenic and international games. A old 
medallist in the National Jumper Division (Pan-Hellenic Games, 
June 1995), he maintained this title for the 1996-98 period, in 
several divisions. In 1999 he was the first Cypriot to become 
Greek champion in the Jumper Division. In the same year, he 

L to R: Michael Petris, president of the Cyprus Equestrian Federation, Antonis 
Petris, equestrian for Cyprus Olympics, Andreas Savas, Secretary General of 
the Cyprus Olympics, Teddy Demetriou, equestrian for Cyprus Olympics, 
Nichos Kartacoullis, executive director of the Cyprus Olympic Committee. 

finished 6th  among 340 athletes from all over the world, compet-
ing for the FEI Challenge Trophy, while in June 2000 he won first 
place in CSIO-W international games, for the Central Europe Cup. 

During the press conference, the two athletes offered them-
selves as willing and capable to represent Cyprus in the 2004 
Olympic Games. Given their performance in the international 
equestrian arena, the prospect of promoting Cyprus through their 
sport, is indeed great. 

For further information in supporting Theodore Peter Demetriou, 
please contact Ona Spiridellis at Ona Spiridellis Public Relations 
at o.spiridellis@worldnet.att.net  or at 973-263-1513. 
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DEAN OF 
HELLENIC COLLEGE 

INVITATION Hellenic College, Inc. invites expres-
sions of interest and applications for the position of 
Dean of Hellenic College. The application deadline is 
July 1, 2001. The position is to be filled by December 
31, 20.01. 

INSTITUTIONAL OVERVIEW Founded in 1937 
and located in Brookline, Massachusetts on 52 scenic 
acres overlooking Boston, Hellenic College, Inc. is the 
only full-fledged Orthodox Christian institution of 
higher learning in the United States. Under the aus-
pices of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, 
Hellenic College, Inc. is comprised of an undergradu-
ate liberal arts college, Hellenic College, and a gradu-
ate school of theology, Holy Cross. The undergradu-
ate college offers the degree of Bachelor of Arts and 
the graduate school grants the degrees of Master of 
Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, Master of Arts 
Service, and Theology. The institution holds accredi-
tation with the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges and the Association of Theological 
Schools of the United States and Canada. 

RESPONSIBILITIES & QUALIFICATIONS The 
Dean of Hellenic College reports to the Provost. In 
the absence of a Provost, the Dean reports to Presi-
dent. The Dean is charged with maintaining standards 
in teaching, research; and other services performed by 
the Faculty of Hellenic College, and conducts academic 
relations with other institutions. The Dean serves on 
the Presidential Executive Caucus and is a member ex 
officio of the Board of Trustees. Qualifications include 
an earned doctorate degree from an accredited uni-
versity; an outstanding record of teaching effective-
ness and scholarship sufficient to hold the rank of full 
professor; significant successful administrative expe-
rience and fluency in written and spoken Modern 
Greek. 

APPLICATION Applicants should submit a letter of 
interest detailing relevant experience, accomplishments, 
philosophy of higher education, curriculum vitae, and 
the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five 
references. Review of applications will begin July 1, 
2001. Please send all application materials to: Search 
Committee for Dean of Hellenic College, Office of 
the President, Hellenic College, Inc. 50 Goddard Ave., 
Brookline, MA 02445. Tel: (617) 850-1280; fax: (617) 
850-1455; Web site: http://www.hc  hc.edu  

Qe8taurant • banquet Facititie8 
The Room at the Top at Tracey's 

We'll make your special occasion one to remember with 
our fine cuisine, friendly staff, and moderate prices. 

The "room at the top" has a beautiful view of the N.Y. 
skyline and has accommodations for 180 people. 

TraCey'8 offers you a magnificent veranda by the 
water for your cocktail hour or wedding ceremony. 

ALL CORPORATE & SOCIETY FUNCTIONS 

TQACEY'8 

  

 

Nine 
Mile 
Rouse 

 

4 Bergen Turnpike, Little Ferry, NJ 07643 
Phone: (201) 440-1100 or (201) 440-9890 
Fax: (201) 440-8011 • www.traceys.com  

ANDY GEORGAS, PROPRIETOR 

THE HAMPTONS 
GREEK FESTIVAL 

SOUTHAMPTON—For sixteen years the menu at the 
Hamptons Greek Festival, which was featured in WLIW's docu-
mentary entitled The Greek Americans, has tantalized the taste 
buds of the East End's residents, visitors and guest. This tradi-
tion of excellence continues this year. Organizers of the 2001 
Hamptons Greek Festival are introducing the traditional Bar-
becued Lamb on the Spit. Co-starring with this dish is the tra-
ditional Greek menu with the always delicious leg of lamb plate, 
Greek Style chicken, Pastitsio, Moussaka, Spanakopita, Tiropita, 
Souvlaki, Gyro etc. Complementing the food are the delicious 
Greek Pastries which were praised by Sylvia Carter in Newsday 
who said that her "favorite source in Astoria doesn't hold a 
candle, frankly, to the Kourabiedes made by the Church ladies." 

The Festival will take place on Thursday, July 12 through Sat-
urday, July 15, 4:00 pm Thursday thru Saturday, Noon until 8:00 
pm Sunday. 

The Festival is located at the Greek Orthodox Church at 1 l 1 
St. Andrews Road and is easily accessible from both the Sun-
rise and Montauk Highways in Southampton. 
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eter Tiboris, General Director and 
Music Director of MidAmenca Pro-
ductions, Inc., and Artistic Director 

of the fourth Festival of the Aegean, an-
nounces the second season of Opera 
Aegean, a training and touring program, 
to be held as part of the Festival of the 
Aegean, in Greece and on the Greek Is-
lands, between June 29 and August 3, 
2001.    

Twenty-four promising young singers 
from across the globe will comprise the 
all-new company of Opera Aegean, which 
will be based in both Athens and Syros, 
Greece; and will tour to Athens, Andros, 
Paros, Syros, Samos, and Patras. 

Peter Tiboris said, "The overwhelm-
ingly positive public and critical re-
sponse to Opera Aegean has clearly 
showed us that Greece is the perfect 
backdrop for opera. Last year's Opera 
Aegean program succeeded beyond our 
wildest hopes, and just as we have es-
tablished a strong musical presence in 
Greece and on the Greek islands with 
our annual chamber music festival, we 
plan to expand the Opera Aegean pro-
gram to establish it as a major force in 
Greece and Europe in the coming years." 

New company members will partici-
pate in a month-long schedule of inten-
sive rehearsals, workshops, and master 
classes, culminating in a series of per-
formances. Interspersed with the train-
ing will be visits to Athens' notable land-
marks. 

Following the training period in Ath-
ens and Syros, the company will embark 
on a 16-day tour, including participating 
in the Syros Music Festival with three 
performances at Syros' Apollo Theater, 
known as "La Piccola Scala." The theater 
is a replica of Milan's famed Teatro ala 
Scala. Additional performance venues 
include the courtyard of the Church of 99 
Doors in Paros; the Municipal Theater of 
Andros, constructed in the 18th century; 
and several locales in Athens, including 
Aegli, a performance space in the 
Zappion Public Gardens. 

Of his participation in the Summer 
2000 program of Opera Aegean, tenor 
Michael Belnap, from Bloomington, In-
diana, wrote, "I found my participation 
in Opera Aegean an invaluable experi-
ence. To be placed in a professional per-
formance situation with the immediate 
feedback and support of an incredibly 
gifted artistic staff, I was able to grow 
not only as a singer and a performer, but 
more importantly, as an artist!" 

In addition to Mr. Tiboris, Carol Castel 
(artistic director, NUOVA Opera, Canada) 
and Nicolas DiVirgilio (professor of 
voice and opera at the University of Illi-
nois, Champaign-Urbana) will return to 
the company as its artistic co-directors. 
Richard Aslanian, artistic director/con-
ductor of the Lyric Opera of Waco, Texas; 
and Carroll Freeman, artistic director 
of Opera in the Ozarks; will serve on the 
artistic staff. Accompanists are Manolis 

Greek-American Pioneer 
Women of Illinois 

Greek-American Pioneer Women of Illinois, 
produced through the Greek Women's 
University Club, chronicles the struggles 
and triumphs, the pathos and joy of five 
women who emigrated to the United 
States from 1885-1923: Georgia Bitzis 
Pooley, Presbyters Stella Christoulakis 
Petrakis, Theano Papazoglou Margaris, 
Venette Tomaras Askounes Ashford, and 
Senator Adeline J. Geo-Karis. With over 
125 historic photos and documents 
which span the years 1885 to 2000, this 
book showcases the life stories of immi-
grant pioneer women, their families, 
friends, and the emerging Greek-Ameri-
can community of Illinois. 

Greek women pioneers faced a diffi-
cult life when they arrived in the xenetia 
("strange land") from the rural farms of 
Greece. They did not speak English, and 
were bewildered by crowded Chicago 
and the alien culture. Yet these brave, 
spirited women triumphed over adver-
sity and embraced their adopted coun-
try to become exemplary citizens. 

Elaine Thomopolous has a Ph.D. in 
Clinical Psychology. She is a project di-
rector of GWUC's "Greek-American 
Women of Illinois Project," and co-cura-
tor of the exhibit "Greek-American Pio-
neer Women of Illinois," which inspired 
this book. She is past president of the 
GWUC, co-founder and administrator of 
Greek-American Community Services, 
director of social services for the Hellenic 
Foundation, and currently serves as an 
officer of the Greek-American Nursing 
Home Committee. 

Papasifakis (Athens, Greece) and 
Yannis Xylas (NY). 

Scenes and arias from standard Ameri-
can, German, French, and Italian reper-
toire will be selected for each company 
member based on his or her vocal cat-
egory and experience. Last season the 
company performed works by Bernstein, 
Bizet, Delibes, Donizetti, Leoncavallo, 
Massenet, Mozart, Puccini, Rossini, 
Strauss, and Verdi, in Athens and Aegion, 
and on the islands of Andros and Paros. 

For further information, contact Betsy 
Stein, MidAmerica Productions, 70 W. 
36th St., Suite 305, New York, NY 10018; 
tel: 212-239-0205; fax: 212-563-5587; e-
mail: bjstein@midamericamusic.com.  

Second Season 
of Opera Aegean 

In Greece, June 29-August 3 
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The Transfiguration of Christ Church in Mattituch, L.I. honored Mrs. Cleo P. Tsounis as "Mother of the 
Year". Mr. Petro Gourlides, president of the Parish Council and Mrs. Andrea Gourlides, president of the 
Ladies Philoptohos Society, congratulated Mrs. Tsounis for her dedicated volunteer work as secretary of the 
church for over twenty five years. She is one of the original founders who built the Transfiguration Church 
at the eastern end of Long Island in 1970. When the Church had a devastating fire in the late 1980's, Mrs. 
Tsounis initiated and completed rebuilding project without a mortgage. Above, Mrs. Cleo P. Tsounis 
congratulated as Mother of the year by members of the Transfiguration of Christ community in Mattituch, 
Long Island. 

Greek Americans 
ON REVIEW 

 

By Sophia Nihi 

 

We welcome to the print media family of the Greek American Community The 
Hellenic Voice,  a weekly newspaper published in Boston by three well known 
members of our community—George D. Behrakis, George Chryssis and Arthur 
G. Koumantzelis. We also welcome the paper's editor, Effie Lascarides, who 
has written for the Greek American Review  in the recent past. The publishers 
and the editor of The Hellenic Voice are readers and supporters of our magazine 
and the other Greek American publications. We know that they believe that 
the press serves a very important role to link us and keep us apprised of all the 
news, events, happenings, and accomplishments of the members of our family. 

We congratulate George D. Behrakis, George Chryssis, Arthur G. 
Koumantzelis and Effie Lascarides and wish them and The Hellenic Voice  

much success. 

DESPINA SIOLAS HONORED WITH 
THE CARLTON BOXHILL AWARD 

D espina Siolas of Bayside and 
Mattituck, New York was honored 

with the Carlton Boxhill Award at the St. 
John's College of 
St. John's Univer-
sity 2001 Convo-
cation on April 
18th in Marillac 
auditorium in Ja-
maica, N.Y. Ac-
cording to Dean 
Andres A. Lauri-
to, "The Carlton 
Boxhill Award is 
presented to a 

graduating senior who has overcome 
challenges to achieve both scholastic ex-
cellence and spiritual strength. Despina 
Siolas has proven to be extremely suc-
cessful in her biomedical research, and 
is well respected amongst her profes-
sional and academic colleagues because 
of her dedication to take in as much as 
she can and produce constructive results 
from what she acquires. Miss Siolas is 
the first Greek American of the Greek 
Orthodox faith to be selected as the 2001 
Head Skull of St. John's College Skull and 
Circle Honor Society. Skull and Circle is 
traditionally regarded as the highest 
honor St. John's College can bestow. For 
the person reamed "Head Skull", it is an 
exceptional honor. She was also awarded  

tion. She is president of the Women in 
Science Honor Society. She is also a 
member in Roger Bacon Honor Society, 
and Delta Phi Epsilon. Despina's aca-
demic and extra-curricular feats include 
being awarded the prestigious Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Undergradu-
ate Fellowship in the Department of 
Molecular and Cellular Biology at 
Harvard University. 

Dr. TOM PAPADEMETRIOU 
AT THE STOCKTON COLLEGE 

Dr. Vera King Farris, President of the Ri-
chard Stockton College of New Jersey, has 
announced the appointment of Dr. Tom 
(Anastasios) Papademetriou to the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Humanities, Historical 
Studies Program of Stockton College. Dr. 
Papademetriou, a graduate of Hellenic 
College, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Theological School, earned an MA from 
St. John's College, studied Byzantine his-
tory for two years (1993-1995) at Rutgers 
University, and earned a Ph.D. from the 
School of Near Eastern Studies of 

an Honors Program certificate, and Who's 
Who recipient. As president of the Watson 
PreMedical Honor Society, Despina in-
stituted its first massive philanthropic 
project, making it mandatory for all 
members to participate in the "Charity 
Grades for AIDS " program. All proceeds 
are sent to the Pediatric AIDS founda- 
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G. PAPADOPOULOS' DANCE TROOP CELEBRATES SILVER ANNIVERSARY Princeton University. At Stockton he will 
teach courses on Modern Hellenism 
(1453 to the present), the history of South 
East Europe and history of the Near East 
since the middle of the 15th Century. 

With the appointment of Dr. Papade-
metriou, the Hellenic Studies offerings 
at Stockton complete a cycle of courses 
on the history, language, religion and 
culture of Hellenism from remote antiq-
uity to the present. Dr. D. Constantelos, 
the Charles Cooper Townsend Sr. Profes-
sor Emeritus of History and Religion will 
continue to offer elective courses in as-
pects of Byzantine civilization and Chris-
tianity. Upon his retirement Dr. Constan-
telos, who taught at Stockton for 30 years, 
was appointed Distinguished Research 
Scholar in Residence. Dr. Alexander 
Alexakis, Associate Professor of Lan-
guages and Literature offers courses in 
Greek language (ancient, biblical, mod-
ern) and courses related to ancient, Byz-
antine and modern Greek civilization 
(hagiology, women in Byzantine) The 
Hellenic Studies Program at Stockton 
holds annual symposia with distin-
guished guest speakers and musical fes-
tivals. 

JOHN METAXAS JOINS 
THE E*TRADE GROUP 

j
ohn Metaxas, former financial news an 
chor for CNN has been appointed Chief 

Corporate Communications and Govern-
ment Affairs Officer for the E*Trade 
Group in Menlo Park, CA. He will lead 
the company's internal and external cor-
porate communications teams as well as 
its investor rela-
tions and govern-
ment affairs prac- 
tices. 	John 
Metaxas has more 
than 17 years ex-
perience in the 
communications 
and journalism 
fields. He has 
covered 	the 
Nasdaq for CNN, 
which he joined in 
1994, filing reports for the various CNN 
networks and flagship financial news 
program, Moneyline. In 1994, John 
Metaxas served as director of communi-
cations for the primary race in New York's 
196  Congressional District. He also cov-
ered the 1988 presidential campaign as 

George Papadopoulos of Boston, MA 
has directed the Sons and Daugh-

ters of Alexander the Great Dance group 
since it was established 25 years ago. 
Under the aegis of the Pan-Macedonian 
Association, New England District, Mr. 
Papadopoulos conceived the idea of the 
dance troup 26 years ago at which time 
there were no dance troops in New En-
gland to dance for ethnic celebrations 
such as Greek Independence Day. To-
day, this talented group is well known in 
the Boston area and perform at cultural 
festivals, stage performances, parades 
and many social functions. Next month 
the Sons and Daughters have been in- 

a producer with ABC News in addition to 
working on network news broadcasts, in-
cluding World News with Peter Jennings. 
John Metaxas graduated cum laude from 
Columbia College with a degree in his-
tory and was elected a PhiBeta Kappa. 
He received a master's of science from 
Columbia University's Graduate School 
of Journalism and a juris doctor from Co-
lumbia Law School. He is a member of 
the New York Bar Association and has 
covered legal affairs as legal editor for 
the National Law Journal. 

DR. JOHN G. SIOLAS WILL HEAD 
NAT'L GREEK LANGUAGE BOARD 

Dr. John G. Siolas of New York City, an 
 education administrator with the 

New York City Board of Education and 
adjunct assistant professor at St. John's 
University School of Education, has been  

vited to participate in the Pan Macedo-
nian's World Convention in Litohoro and 
Thessaloniki, Greece. George Papado-
poulos was born in Anthousa, Kozani. 
He is a member and past president of 
the Annunciation Church (Woburn, MA) 
parish council and past supreme presi-
dent of the Pan-Macedonian Association 
of the United States and Canada. He di-
rects a group which varies from 20 to 100 
dancers. More than 1100 young profes-
sionals and students have trained with 
his group during the past 25 years. Mr. 
Papadopoulos is very proud of his group 
which is supported by volunteer dona-
tions. 

reappointed to the Archdiocesan Greek 
Language Review Board by Archbishop 
Demetrios. In a letter to Dr. Siolas, Arch-
bishop Demetrios enumerated his quali-
fications for this position: "You have been 
of significant assistance to the 
Archdiocesan Office of Greek Education 
through your expertise in the area of for-
eign language testing and instruction and 
your long association with the Comprehen-
sive Examination in Modern Greek. Your 
participation coupled with the collective 
effort of the Board enabled the rendering 
of an expert opinion on the Modem Greek 
Language Comprehensive Examination, 
developed annually by the Archdiocesan 
Office of Greek Education, and also en-
sured that New York State Education De-
partment guidelines relating to the devel-
opment and the administration of this ex- 
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amination have been met." 

STEVEN KARIDOYANES 
WILL CONTINUE PLYMOUTH 

PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATION 

Steven Karidoyanes of Brookline, MA 
will continue to guide the Plymouth, 

MA Philharmonic Orchestra's musical 
growth and development at least through 
the 2002-2004 as a result of a contract he 
recently signed with the Board of Direc-
tors of the Orchestra he has conducted 
since 1994. Steven was born in Boston. 
He has held the posts of music director 
of Boston College Symphony Orchestra, 
associate conductor of Winston-Salem 
Symphony and Greensboro Symphony 
Orchestras in North Carolina and assis-
tant conductor of the Rhode Island Phil-
harmonic. He has conducted many clas-
sical pops, education and family con-
certs, as well as annual ballet perfor-
mances of "The Nutcracker" with the 
North Carolina School of the Arts School 
of Dance. Past guest conducting engage-
ments include the Syracuse Symphony, 
Rochester Philharmonic, Cape Sym-
phony Orchestra and orchestras through-
out the New England and Washington DC 
regions. Steven Karidoyanes served on 
the faculty of the Boston University 
Tanglewood Institute for ten seasons and 
on the conducting faculty of the New En-
gland Conservatory. His skill and suc-
cess in working with young musicians-
in-training led to his conducting the Mas-
sachusetts Northeast, Southeast and 
Western District Senior Festival Orches-
tras for two consecutive seasons. He has 
also served as a classical announcer/pro-
ducer for National Public Radio affiliates 
in Massachusetts, North Carolina and 
Indian. As a composer, his most recent 
commission, "Café Neon: Fantasy on 
Greek Songs and Dances," premiered in 
November with the Quincy Symphony Or-
chestra. He holds a bachelor of music 
degree from Boston University. He re-
ceived training in orchestral conducting 
at the Canford School of Music in Dorset 
England. 

DR. THANOS VEREMIS FILLS 
KARAMANLIS CHAIR AT TUFTS 

Dr. Thanos Veremis of Boston, MA and 
L./Athens, Greece, is the first professor 
to fill the Constantine Karamanlis Chair 
for Hellenic and Southeastern European 
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Studies at the Flectcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 
The Karamanlis Chair was estab-
lished last fall with funds totaling $1.5 
million received from private citizens 
in Greece and other European coun-
tries. Professor Veremis received his 
B.A. degree from Boston University 
and his Ph.D. from Trinity College, 
Oxford University. He is presently Pro-
fessor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Athens. Tufts University will 
name new scholars to the chair at regu-
lar intervals to encourage the study of 
a broad range of issues from diverse 
perspective. 

FR. NICHOLAS C. MANIKAS 
RETIRES FROM ACTIVE 

PRIESTHOOD 
his month, the Rev. Dr. Nicholas C. 

1 Manikas of the St. Demetrios Parish 
in Weston, MA will retire from the active 
Priesthood. A testimonial banquet in his 
honor was attended by more than 600 
parishioners and friends. In the ban-
quet's program book, the high esteem 
his parishioners hold him and Presby-
tera Effie, was summed thusly: "It is of-
ten said that it is impossible for anyone 
to be all things to all people, but, to the 
extend of such a possibility, Fr. Nick has 
shone. At every turn, in every situation, 
in every expectation, he has been there 
along with Presbytera Effie, and the 
legacy of that ideal, of that uncom-
pomised commitment and dedication 
shall endure forever more." Fr. Manikas 
was born in Manchester, NH. He earned 
his Bachelor of Arts in Theology in 1956 
and Bachelor of Divinity in 1959 at Holy 
Cross Seminary in Brookline, MA. He was 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood on No-
vember 13, 1955 by Bishop Athenagoras 
of Elaias, of blessed memory and was 
assigned to the Sts. Anargyroi Parish in 
Marlobor, MA. Before he assumed the 
pastorate of the Weston community 26 
years ago, he served the Saint Haralam-
bos Parish in Canton, OH. He contin-
ues to teach Parish Administration at 
Hellenic College-Holy Cross, has 
served as President of the New England 
Clergy Brotherhood and is a member 
of many Archdiocesan and ecumeni-
cal committees. Fr. Nick and 
Presbytera Effie (Euphoria Conides) 
are the parents of four children and the 
grandparents of six. 

TED DEMETRIADES who has taken over 
the Grecian Echoes Program in Boston, 
is doing very well and is introducing 
more English to the delight of many lis-
teners. Ted took over from his father 
Orestes who was the program's an-
nouncer for almost 50 years! Above, fa-
ther and son. 

KISKA ALEXANDROPOULOS, STEPH-
ANIE KLEMARCZYK, PAUL MURYN 
and PRESBYTERA MARY PAPPAS all of 
Portsmouth, NH participated in the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society's MS 
Walk earlier this spring. They called 
themselves the St. Nicholas Angels and 
received great support from the St. Nicho-
las parishioners for the walkathon funds 
from which will help research for a cure 
as well as programs within the commu-
nity for people with MS. 

THEODORA DRAPOS has joined the 
Boston, Massachusetts office of 
PaineWebber as a financial advisor. 

NICHOLAS GAGE of Grafton, MA, au-
thor of "Greek Fire: The Story of Maria 
Callas and Artistotle Onassis" presented 
a lecture and signed his books at the Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Ca-
thedral in New York City. 
6 
NICK MELLOS of Ypsilanti, MI was a 
member of the crew that had to make an 
emergency landing on Chinese soil in 
April. Petty Office Mellos is the only son 



of Maria Alexakos and the late Aristidis 
Mellos both immigrants from Arcadia, 
Peloponisos, Greece. 

JAMES AND SOPHIA SAVAS of 
Framingham, MA, both dedicated stew-
ards of the St. Demetrios Parish in Weston 
where Mr. Savas has been the choir di- 

rector since the community was founded 
in 1959. He is a retired professor of mu-
sic at Framingham State College and a 
member of the New England Choir Fed-
eration. Mrs. Savas is a Philoptochos 
Woman who has served on many parish 
committees. 

GREGORY G. DEMETRAKAS of E. 
Providence, RI is well known philanthro-
pist who is known as a Year Round Santa 
at the Penelope House, a shelter for 
women and children in Mobile, AL. Each 
month he sends truck loads of supplies 
to the shelter which recently featured him 
in its publication, The Penelope Post. Mr. 
Demetrakas is an Archon, serves on the 
Board of Trustees of Hellenic College-
Holy Cross and on the Boston Diocesan 
Council. A steward of the Annunciation 
Parish in Cranston, RI, Greg Demetrakas 
is a great supporter of the Philoxenia 
House and the Camp and Retreat Center 
of the Diocese of Boston. His roots are in 
Mytilene an island which is also the ben-
eficiary of his philanthropy. 

Enfield, CT and who continues his 
family's dedication to the Parish. He is a 
WWII Navy veteran and holds degrees 
from the University of Connecticut and 
the Boston University School of Law. 
Most recently he was the leader and fa-
cilitator of the purchase of seven acres 
of land for the building of a new church 
edifice in Enfield. He and his wife 
Madine are the parents of two and the 
grandparents of two. 

GEORGE VERAS, president and execu-
tive producer of Veras Communications 
Inc., along with producers JEFF FILIPP 
and RON RUDAITIS were the recipients 
of a producer Sports Emmy for their pro-

ductions of 
Lou Gehrig 
and Ar-nold 
Pal-mer for 
the ESPN 
Classic Ed-
ited Series, 
"Sports 
Century: 
The Top 50 
and 	Be- 
yond." 

HARRY ATHANASIOU of Hull, MA was 
chosen by the Panagia Parish in Cohas- 

set, MA to receive 
the Award for his 
many years of 
service as the 
community's 
Psalti. 	The 
Lambiri, 
Agrinion, Greece 
native 	who 
holds a degree in 
mechanical engi-
neering came to America with his wife 
Peggy in 1974 and settled in Bin-
ghampton, NY where he went into the res-
taurant business and formed an orches-
tra. In Cohasset he set in place the Aste-
ria Band which has entertained audi-
ences throughout New England. 

WILLIAM A. THEOKAS of the Holy Trin-
ity Parish in Lowell, MA who has served 
on the Parish Council of the Community 

and the Mainte-
nance Committee 
for both the church 
and the Hellenic 
American School 
where he oversaw 
many pro-jects. He 
is a WW II US Army 
Veteran who was 
awarded 	the 

METROPOLITAN METHODIOS pre-
sents the 15th Annual Diocese of Boston 
Award on June 10 to parishioners from 
the Greek Orthodox Communities of New 
England who were chosen by their re-
spective for exemplary stewardship of 
time and talent. The recipients included: 

CHARLES M. PAKILAS, ESQ of Somers, 
CT whose father was a co-founder and 
incorporator of the St. Nicholas Church in 
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Purple Heart. He served the city of Lowell 
as a police officer for 30 years. Bill and 
his wife Julie are the parents for four chil-
dren, the grandparents of eight and the 
great grandparents of one. 

CHARLES FOTOS of the St. Spyridon 
Cathedral in Worcester, MA emigrated to 
that city in 1937 from Llongos Epiros. He 
has been active in all facets of the par- 

School, Stewardship, Social, Festival and 
Maintenance Committees, as GOYA Ad-
visors and on call for help as needed. 
They hare the parents of three daughters 
who are also involved in the life of the 
Parish. 

CHRIS 	I. 
PAPPAS, ESO 
of Boston, MA 
was chosen by 
the Annuncia-
tion Cathedral 
of Boston for 
the Diocesan 
Award. The In-
diana native 
traces his roots 
to 	Chios, 

Greece. He is a graduate of Indiana Uni-
versity and the Val-paraiso University 
Law School. He was first elected to the 
parish council of the Cathedral in 1965 
and has served the community in many 
capacities—coach of the basketball 
team, restoration committee, preserva- 

tion endowment fund and much more. 
With his wife Bess he founded the Hel-
lenic Cardiac Fund at Boston's Child-ren's 
Hospital. Chris and Bess Pappas are the 
parents to two children. 

NIKKI KARON from Cranston, RI is a 
public school teacher with a master's de-
gree in elementary education from Rhode 

Island Col-
lege. She's 
been a Sun-
day School 
teacher at the 
Annuncia-
tion Parish 
for 15 years 
and 	has 
served as 
president of 
DOXA the Di-
ocesan Sun-

day School Teachers' Association. Mrs. 
Karon and her husband James are the 
parents of four children. 
(More Diocese of Boston Award recipients in the 
next issue of the Greek American Review.) 

ish: taught Sunday School, was GOYA Ad-
visor, Parish Council member...He is 
completing 45 years as a Choir Member. 
He served as a volunteer at the Saint 
Vincent Hospital in Worcester and on the 
Board of Directors at the Holy Trinity 
Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter for three years. 

ROBERT AND STEPHANIE DEVASTO 
of Lexington, MA have served on the St. 
Nicholas Parish Council, Choir, Sunday 
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