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Greek Emigration 
to Latin America 

(1900-1950) 
By ALEXANDER KITROEFF 

T
here are currently about 50,000 
Greeks living throughout Latin 
America, most of whom emigrated 

after the Second World War (Agapitidis, 
1964; Katsomalos 1972). Earlier, emigra-
tion from Greece to Latin America, dur-
ing the first half of the twentieth century, 
was so small it hardly seems worth the 
trouble examining. Only a few thousand 
people left Greece, or the Greek-inhab-
ited regions of the Ottoman Empire, and 
settled in Latin America. By comparison, 
over the same period almost half a mil-
lion Greeks emigrated to the United 
States. Between 1900 and 1945, even 
Canada witnessed the arrival of many 
more Greeks than any single Latin Ameri-
can country. Nonetheless, Greek emigra-
tion to Latin America, despite its small 
proportions, offers researchers a chance 
to test theories about emigration, during 
the first half of the twentieth century, that 
have been developed on the basis of 
the North American experience. For if one 
is going to come up with an overall un-
derstanding of this phenomenon, in this 
particular era, one does have to take into 
account the entire spectrum of Greek 
emigration. Thus, despite its small pro-
portions, Greek movement toward Latin 
America, before the Second World War, 
cannot be ignored. 

The generally accepted conclusions 
drawn from studying emigration to the 
United States in the early twentieth cen-
tury, can be summed up as follows: the 
persons emigrating were not the poor-
est, most were seeking to make money 
as quickly as possible, and, connected 
to this, most of them were initially plan- 

Alexander Kitroeff teaches European History at 
Haverford College. He is currently researching 
modern Greece's relationship to the Olympic 
Games. 

ning on a short stay. The wave of Greek 
emigration to the United States, which 
involved roughly 400,000 persons be-
tween the 1890s and the early 1920s, 
was prompted by the collapse of the 
price of currants, which had become a 
major export. A blight on French vines 
was a boon to Greek production, centered 
mainly in PeloponNesos, but when 
French vines recovered, the price of 
Greek currants dropped precipitously. 
Research has shown that the emigrants, 
primarily from Peloponessos, left Greece 
in an attempt to find ways to preserve 
the new, higher standard of living they 
had achieved during the currant boom 
of the 1870s-1880s. Several studies have 
suggested that family-based interests, 
including keeping up with the high price 
of dowries, that was a result of the eco-
nomic boom, propelled many Greeks to 
emigrate. At any rate, there is a great deal 
of evidence that shows it was the rela-
tively wealthier inhabitants of rural 
Greece who were the first to emigrate 
(Kitroeff, 1999). 

Their motivation made the emigrants 
choose mostly urban occupations that 
would guarantee high wages, either in 
manufacturing or in the service sector. 
Virtually none of them chose to settle in 
rural areas and pursue farming, which 
entailed a more long-term commitment 
in the New World and a much longer wait 
for financial gains. By the same token, 
they did not plan to stay longer than a 
few years in the United States. Although 
easy and quick profit was not something 
all could achieve, the high incidence of 
return migration, more than 25 percent 
of the total arrivals in the early twentieth 
century, confirms that many did not plan 
to settle permanently across the Atlan-
tic. 

How does the data on the Greeks emi-
grating to Latin America confirm the find- 

ings that are based on Greek emigration 
to the United States? First of all, the low 
numbers of Greeks moving to Latin 
America were related to the news that 
quick profits were made in the urban 
economy of the United States, and, sec-
ondly, the view that emigration to Latin 
America involved working in the agricul-
tural sector, which entailed considerable 
hardships. 

The Numbers Emigrating 
to Latin America 

The Greek state was not able to moni-
tor emigration carefully, and most Latin 
American countries counted Greeks with 
Ottoman documents as being indistin-
guishable from the rest of the "Ottoman" 
emigrants, known as "Turcos," so the task 
of measuring Greek emigration to Latin 
America accurately is very difficult. The 
numbers of Greeks involved in transat-
lantic emigration show very clearly that 
the United States was by far the most 
favored destination in the era of mass 
emigration. According to the Greek sta-
tistical service, between 1891 and 1920, 
out of a total of 386,611 "transatlantic" 
emigrants from the country, most 
(368,699) went to the United States and 
only 17,912 went to Canada and Latin 
America-the tables do not distinguish 
between the non-U.S. destinations (ESYE, 
1979: 52). The proportions changed after 
1920 because the United States re-
stricted emigration, but there was not a 
large increase of Greek transatlantic 
emigration to non U.S. destinations. Be-
tween 1921 and 1940 the total numbers 
of transatlantic emigrants were 71,338, 
and of them, 22,083 went to either Aus-
tralia, Canada or Latin America. 

Prior to the wave of mass transatlan-
tic emigration, there was a trickle of 
Greeks emigrating to Latin America, es-
pecially Brazil. In 1840, there was a small 
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Greek community in Rio de Janeiro made 
up of persons associated with the major 
Greek merchant houses, such as the 
Rallis, Rodocanachis and Petrocokkinos. 
Among that community was a Calogeras, 
a nephew of Greece's first governor 
Capodistrias, whose son, Pandias 
Kalogeras, became minister of finance 
of Brazil in 1915. 

In the 1880s, small groups of peas-
ants from Peloponnesos, in southern 
Greece, traveled to Brazil and worked 
on the coffee plantations. The hardships 
they endured, described in letters pub-
lished in the Greek press, apparently 
discouraged greater numbers of emi-
grants, whose reason for leaving Greece 
was precisely the wish to avoid the hard-
ships associated with peasant life. The 
relatively small numbers of Greeks emi-
grating to South America meant that the 
"Greeks" rarely appeared in the relevant 
national statistics. The few instances 
where one does find the number of 
Greeks recorded, demonstrate how low 
the Greek figures were. For example, in 
the Argentinean province of Santa Fe, in 
1875, there were only 13 Greek males 
compared to the 1,691 Italian males; 
even so, the Greeks were the tenth larg-
est ethnic group in the province (Kleiner, 
1938: 71). 

During the period of mass emigration,  

more Peloponneseans traveled to Brazil 
around the turn of the century. Letters they 
sent were published in the local press in 
Peloponnesos. On the whole, their expe-
riences were negative; the Greek Consul 
in Brazil was reported as having had to 
cater for 500 Greeks who were "hungry, 
naked and homeless." This was an item 
which contrasted with the ebullient tone 
of one, Petros P. Polyzopoulos, whose let-
ter glowed with enthusiasm about the 
opportunities available through the cul-
tivation of coffee. Indeed, the newspa-
per that published both reports com-
mented that Polyzopoulos's account was 
at odds with most incoming mail from 
Brazil, which was on the whole negative 
(Neon Aion, Oct. 7, 15, 16, 1905). 

By examining contemporary local 
press reports one can surmise that there 
were probably two factors preventing 
more emigration from Greece to Brazil, 
which seemed to be the main destina-
tion among those choosing to go to South 
America. One factor was the conditions 
obtaining in Brazil. Emigrants' accounts 
stressed that those going to Brazil should 
be prepared to work in agriculture as well 
as put up with climatic conditions con-
sidered fairly difficult-or at least unusual 
for the Greeks. Judging by what occupa-
tions they pursued in the United States, 
where they remained within urban areas,  

the Greek peasants did not see their new 
future in terms of repeating the work en-
vironment they were used to in Greece. 

Discouragement by the Greek govern-
ment was the second factor mitigating 
against a greater flow of emigrants from 
Greece to South America. The 
government's uneasiness about the con-
sequences of emigration, coupled with 
the negative reports about the experi-
ences of the early emigrants to Brazil, 
led to official discouragement of Greek 
emigration to Brazil. Reports of an out-
break of yellow fever in Brazil, in 1905, 
led to a temporary ban on emigration to 
Brazil. Protests by prospective emigrants 
made the Greek government point to a 
similar ban it claimed the Italian gov-
ernment had placed on emigration to 
Brazil, according to reports in Greek news-
papers (Neon Aion, July 22 & 23, 1905). 
Prospective emigrants were prepared to 
ignore reports of "yellow fever" in Brazil 
because they felt conditions in Greece 
were very bad (Neon Aion, July 28, 1905). 

Thus, the numbers of Greeks settling 
in the Latin American countries were 
small. The smaller the country, the fewer 
the Greeks. For example, there were only 
six Greeks who arrived in Paraguay be-
tween 1889 and 1906. There were more 
who arrived in Uruguay: from 1909 to 
1912 there were 54; from 1913 to 1916 
there were 8; and from 1921 to 1924, 79 
Greeks arrived in Montevideo. The most 
significant emigration was to Argentina, 
Brazil and Cuba; unfortunately, because 
of their relatively small size, compared 
to other immigrant groups, the Greeks 
do not appear in the Argentinean statis-
tics. One source mentions that there were 
5,716 Greeks in Argentina (Ritacco, 1992, 
cited in Hasiotis, 1993). These are the 
numbers for Brazil and Cuba: 

TABLE 1  
Greek Immigrants to Brazil,  

1908-192  

Year Number Year Number 

1908 99 1917 47 
1909 94 1918 18 
1910 113 1919 40 
1911 250 1920 94 
1912 453 1921 61 
1913 375 1922 98 
1914 232 1923 101 
1915 143 1924 85 
1916 160 

[Source: Imre Fenczi and Walter F Willcox, 
eds., International Migrations, volume 1 (New 
York: National Bureau of Economic Research, 
1929), pp. 551-52) 



TABLE 2  
Greek Immigrants to Cuba. 

1907-1924  

Year 	Number 	Year 	Number 

[Source: Imre Fenczi and Walter F. Willcox, 
eds., International 'Migrations, volume I (New 
York: National Bureau of Economic Research, 
1929), pp. 525-27] 

The numbers of Greeks arriving in the 
Latin American countries rose in the 
1920s, precisely the time when restric-
tions began to be imposed on emigra-
tion to the United States. However, over-
all emigration began decreasing from 
Greece. Not surprisingly, therefore, the 
numbers of Greeks in Latin America did 
not grow significantly in the next period, 
especially after Brazil also introduced 
restrictions in 1934. The following table  

shows a drop in the numbers leaving 
Greece for, what the Greek statistical ser-
vice described as, "transoceanic" desti-
nations. 

(Source: Statistical Service of Greece, Year-
books 1926-1940) 

Argentinean statistics on immigration 
in the 1930s, do not include Greeks 
among the twenty-five nationalities that 
are recorded as entering the country in 
the 1930s. Greeks are mentioned only in 
a table depicting arrivals and departures 
in 1939, which shows that 330 entered 
Argentina that year and 344 departed 
the country. A similar table for 1941 
shows 356 Greeks entering the country 
and 324 departing Argentina, while in 
1942 the figures were, respectively, 368 
and 315. There were 346 Greeks enter- 

ing Argentina in 1944, 490 in 1945, 616 
in 1946, 715 in 1947, 1,206 in 1948, 1,200 
in 1949, and 1,131 in 1950, which was 
the peak year in this period (Informe 
Demografico de la Republica Argentina, 
1956: 37, 88-89). 

Geographical Distribution 
& Return Migration 

The scattered and fragmented infor-
mation about the geographical disper-
sion and occupational patterns of the 
Greeks in Latin America, confirms that 
for many, immigration was a short-term 
plan designed to accumulate as much 
capital as possible in a brief time. 
Throughout the first half of the twentieth 
century, the Greek settlement in the Latin 
American countries remained centered 
around the region's urban centers be-
cause so relatively few Greeks chose to 
work in the agrarian provinces. There are 
few references to the geographical dis-
tribution of Greek immigrants in the 
Latin American countries; this is due to 
the relatively small size of the Greek 
presence in the southern part of the 
American continent. 

In Argentina, according to the 2o 
Censo de la Republica Argentina, in 1895 

1907 64 1916 34 TABLE 3 
Emigration Greek Transoceanic 1908 79 1917 30 

1926-1940 1909 40 1918 14 
1910 
1911 

14 
13 

1919 
1920 

36 
57 

Total To the 	Other 
U.S. 	Countries 

1912 14 1921 35 1926-1930 40,838 27,352 	13,486 

1913 22 1922 142 1931-1935 14,797 11,363 	3,434 

1914 17 1923 473 1936-1940 15,703 10,540 	5,163 

1915 12 1924 913 Total 71,338 48,255 	22,083 
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there were 313 Greeks (283 males and 
30 females) in the country, and almost 
half their number, 170 (150 males and 
20 females) were settled in the city of 
Buenos Aires. Another 69 Greeks (65 
males and 4 females) were located 
around the city in the province of Buenos 
Aires. The numbers of Greeks in the other 
Argentinean provinces, according to the 
same census, were as follows: in Santa 
Fe, 34; in Entre Rios, 15; in Corrientes, 4; 
in Cordoba, 1; in Mendoza, 2; in la Rioja, 
3; in Tucuman, 7; and in Salta, I . In 1911, 
the numbers of Greeks in Argentina had 
risen to about five thousand, according 
to the New York-based Atlantis newspa-
per. That same year the Greek commu-
nity of Buenos Aires established itself, 
along with a church, a school, and a hos-
pital. In the 1920s, many Greek immi-
grants were involved in bilateral trade 
between Greece and Argentina. 

No account of the Greeks in Argentina 
would be complete without reference to 
the legendary figure of Aristotle Onassis 
(1900-1975), considered one of the 
wealthiest persons in the world during 
the prime of his career, and certainly the 
wealthiest Greek. Onassis's life has at-
tracted a great deal of attention, so much 
that it is difficult to separate fact from 
fantasy. Onassis escaped from the de-
struction of Smyrna in 1922 and traveled 
to Buenos Aires, where he had some dis-
tant relatives. After taking on a number 
of jobs, including that of telephone op-
erator, he began what was a successful 
cigarette manufacturing business; his 
father, who was a tobacco merchant in 
Smyrna, had also escaped the city's de-
struction and had resettled in Greece, 
where he continued his work. The suc-
cess of his business permitted him to 
become involved in moves to promote 
trade between Argentina and Greece, 
and he traveled to Athens for that pur-
pose. In 1931, the Venizelos government 
appointed him deputy consul of Greece 
in Buenos Aires. But within a few years 
Onassis came into contact with Greek 
ship owners in London, and he decided 
to go into the shipping business, some-
thing that took him away from Argentina. 
Onassis began by purchasing ten old 
frigates in Canada after the Second World 
War; he was well on his way to fame by 
then (Evans, 1986:48-GO). 

Onassis was unique, of course, but 
also typical in the sense that he chose to  

work as a small owner/businessman in 
order to amass capital as quickly as pos-
sible. This was the case with most Greeks 
in Latin America. For example, in his 1919 
study of Greek communities throughout 
the world, Mihail Dendias, estimates that 
there were about 500 Greeks in Chile. 
About 250 of them had settled in the 
northern port-city of Antofagasta, the 
country's export center. Dendias reports 
that most Greeks there, were small store 
owners or businessmen. With regard to 
the Greeks in Santiago, Chile's capital, 
Dendias mentions, approvingly, that they 
had already managed to accumulate 
considerable wealth. 

The rates of return migration are the 
final piece of the jigsaw puzzle that 
would complete this sketchy picture of 
Greek emigration to Latin America. Ac-
curate figures are not available. Greek 
sources suggest that, overall, return mi-
gration from all diaspora destinations 
was very high in the first half of the twen-
tieth century, ranging from over 25 per-
cent to as much as 55 percent in some 
instances. In his study of the Greek 
diaspora, Hasiotis, suggests that Greek 
settlement in Australia and Latin 
America before the Second World War 
conformed to the general pattern of high 
rates of return migration (Hasiotis, 1993: 
108). 

Greek emigration to Latin America in 
the first half of the twentieth century, 
hides no surprises for students of Greek 
emigration. The overall numbers of emi-
gration were small, but the settlement 
and occupational patterns, as well as the 
rates of return migration, all conform to 
the overall norm of Greek emigration 
before the Second World War. This goes 
to show that this period was a transitional 
phase in the long history of Greek 
diaspora settlements abroad. The old 
mercantile diasporas were steadily dis-
appearing. The new diasporas, formed 
out of mass emigration in industrialized 
countries, were taking their place, 
through a slow and gradual process. 
Emigrants saw transatlantic travel and 
settlement as a relatively short-term pro-
cess and intended to return to Greece 
wealthier, even though, obviously, not all 
grew rich and not all were able or wished 
to return. 

(From the Journal of Hellenic Diaspora, 

Vol. 26. 1 (2000). 
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Corruption and Business 
Ethics in Greece 

By Mary and Christos Papoutsy 

w ith the increasing globalization 
and interdependency of busi-
nesses around the world, multi-

national corporations must confront di-
verse cultural practices and business cli-
mates. In some instances, the main ob-
stacles are simply a question of foreign 
language translation. But increasingly, the 
challenges stem from cultural clashes and, 
in particular, from unethical business prac-
tices. As with any enormous challenge, the 
single most effective weapon is aware-
ness, knowledge gained through educa-
tional efforts. We wholeheartedly support 
moves to raise the level of public aware-
ness about business corruption. Changes 
in business practices globally will only 
occur when target populations have been 
properly educated about the advantages 
of ethical practices. 

One organization's efforts to raise ethi-
cal standards are noteworthy. Transpar-
ency International is a highly respected 
non-governmental organization dedi-
cated to increasing the accountability of 
governments and businesses and to curb-
ing corruption. Its information-gathering 
network has produced yearly assess-
ments of bribery and corruption among 
many countries. Recently, this group re-
leased its Annual Report for the year 2000. 
According to the report data, conveniently 
summarized in the "Corruption Percep-
tion Index (CPI)," Greece ranks 36th out 
of 99 countries in terms of perceived lev-
els of corruption among public officials 
(see portions of index reproduced below). 

The CPI reflects only one aspect of a 
very complex picture: bribes received by 
governments and their officials. What the 
CPI does not rank, however, may be just 
as important. Countries of origin are not 
reported for individuals or businesses 
committing bribery, nor are there projec-
tions or extrapolations for countries 
whose citizens or businesses are most 
likely to offer bribes. Nevertheless, Trans-
parency International offers another set 
of statistics from which readers may ex-
trapolate this data in a general way. Us-
ing the "Bribe Payers' Index (BPI)" of coun- 

tries most likely to pay bribes, one can 
reasonably ascribe to individuals a rank-
ing similar to their countries, based on the 
assumption that the actions of govern-
ments reflect the cultural climate in which 
their citizens and businesses operate. 

Although Greece ranks 36th in the CPI, 
she fares very well in a broader examina-
tion of her standings among the entire 
sphere of the Balkans and Southeastern 
Europe. Sixty-three other countries fall 
behind her in the international rankings, 
among them Italy, the Czech Republic, the 
Slovak Republic, Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia, Romania, Albania, Yu-
goslavia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Turkey, Russia, 
and the former Soviet satellite republics. 
The data suggests that Greece is a much 
more stable and reliable business part-
ner than her neighbors. 

On the other side of bribery transac-
tions are those countries that are most 
likely to pay bribes to win or retain busi-
ness, as evidenced by their BFI's (see in-
dex below). Those business sectors most 
likely to accept and extort bribes were 
associated with public works contracts 
and construction, arms and defense in-
dustry, power (including petroleum and 
energy), and industry (including mining). 
Unfortunately, none of the Balkan coun-
tries was included in the BPI, an indicator 
that Transparency International must con- 

tinue to expand upon its data collection 
methods. But one of the surprises in the 
BPI was the standing of the US, 9th out of 
19, falling about midway between the first-
and last-ranked countries, Sweden and 
China. What, therefore, can one readily 
infer from this data? Even the US needs 
to develop and institute programs de-
signed to combat corruption. 

Transparency International has worked 
to establish chapters in every developed 
country. In February, the group held its 
first conference in Greece. Mr. Frank Vogl, 
the vice-chairman of Transparency Inter-
national, urged Greeks to counter the cor-
ruption in the public life of their country. 
A former World Bank official, he said that 
everyone in Greece should be extremely 
concerned that Greece received a grade 
of less than five on a zero-to-ten point 
scale index for perceived corruption in 
last year's annual CPI. Former Foreign 
Minister Virginia Tsouderou, now head of 
the Greek branch of Transparency Inter-
national, expanded upon his remarks: 
"Greeks must remain vigilant, particularly 
over the remainder of the contracts for the 
2004 Olympic Games." During a recent 
survey in Greece, 92% of the people in-
terviewed admitted to having given kick-
backs, reported Kostas Plumbis of Prog-
nosis, an established social research or-
ganization in Athens. 
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ValefYachts adds new ship to its fleet Efforts to defeat corruption can be as 
simple as self-education, or as large and 
sophisticated as programs sponsored by 
multinational corporations. In one area of 
New England, interest in ethical business 
practices has had an enormous impact on 
developing academic curricula. Last De-
cember, the "Endowed Chair in Business 
Ethics" was established by Christos and 
Mary Papoutsy at Southern New Hamp-
shire University. With strong community 
partnerships, the chair will serve as a cor-
nerstone for an integrated program in 
business ethics. Through teaching, com-
munity lectures, and conferences, the 
chair will encourage the development of 
sound policies, the practice of moral val-
ues in business decisions that will result 
in healthy business relationships and 
partnerships. 

Corruption is one of the greatest chal-
lenges facing the contemporary world, 
particularly in the new "globalization" of 
world business. It undermines good gov-
ernment, distorts public policy, leads to 
the misallocation of resources and harms 
the private sector. Most of all, though, 
corruption hurts those who can afford it 
least. Controlling corruption is only pos-
sible with the cooperation of all those who 
have a stake in the integrity and transpar-
ency of their institutions. By joining forces, 
international institutions, the state, con-
cerned citizens and the private sector can 
defeat corruption. Stamping out corrup-
tion is about improving the lives of men 
and women everywhere. 

For more information about the Ger-
man-based organization, Transparency In-
ternational, visit their website at http:// 
www.transparency.de. Additional details 
about the Chair in Business Ethics at 
Southern New Hampshire University can 
be found by visiting the Business Arena 
page of HellenicComServe website (http:/ 
/www.HellenicComServe.com). 

For Greek 
nullifies 

Go To 
twm.Esiatoraeline.com  

Valef Yachts Ltd, in the charter 
business for over 33 years, is offering 
the internationally known sailing ves-
sel the PAN ORAMA that has just been 
totally refitted, including new larger 
engines, at a cost of over 
$2,500,000.00. Valef Yachts Ltd will be 
able to offer this fantastic yacht for pri-
vate charters from June Ist - August 
31st 2002 in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean! 

PAN ORAMA is a unique sailing 
yacht in the Mediterranean that sets 
a new standard in luxury yacht char-
tering. This fabulous yacht is 176 feet 
(53 meters) long and accommodates 
her 56 passengers in the utmost com-
fort and luxury. She has 26 double 
staterooms (3 have another single 
Pullman berth) with private baths en 
suite and have direct dial tel-corn. 
Each stateroom has among 10-14 
square meters of space. She is fully 
air-conditioned with individually con-
trolled units in all staterooms. There 
is a lovely dining room and library, 
which both can be turned into meet-
ing rooms with audio-visual equip-
ment is at the passengers disposal. In 
the evening one can enjoy a lovely 
romantic dinner in the classic dining 
room. 

There are two bars aboard where 
you enjoy your favorite drinks under 
the stars, a disco, sun deck and sports 
deck. The new semi-open upper deck 
lounge with bar/pantry can accommo-
date all passengers for breakfast. Ev-
ery day offers new sceneries and new 
experiences. There is a cruise direc-
tor who will assist in helping one find 
whatever is required and will advise 
of all important points on each island. 

Her professional crew of 16 is there 
to serve and cater to the client's ev-
ery need. Whether the choice is re-
laxation or business the captain ands 
his crew will welcome you and provide 
efficiant, courteous and discreet ser-
vice to make your every dream come 
true. 

For further information, please 
contact: Valef Yachts Ltd, at (215) 641 
1624, or toll free at (800) 223 3845. E-
mail: VALEFnix.netcom.com, Website: 
VALEFYACHTS.com  or POB 385 , 
Ambler, PA 19002. 

Who Discovered 
the Telephone... 

After digging to a depth of 100 meters 
last year, Russian scientists found traces of 
copper wiring dating back 1000 years, and 
came to the conclusion that Russia had a 
telephone network 1000 years ago. 

So as not to be undone, in the weeks that 
followed, American scientists dug down 300 
meters, and headlines in the US newspapers 
read: "US scientists have found traces of 
2000 year old optical fibres, and have con-
cluded that early Americans had advanced 
high-tech digital telephone 1000 years ear-
lier than the Russians." 

One week later, the Greek press reported 
the following: "After digging as deep as 500 
meters, Greek scientists found absolutely 
nothing. They have concluded that 5000 
years ago, the Greeks were already using 
mobile phones!" 

If you have a job without any 
aggravations, you don't have a job. 

Malcolm S. Forbes 
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THE MIRACLE OF THE SPUR 

AUTHOR'S NOTE: 
Once again we have celebrated the Passion 

of our Lord Jesus Christ during the Holy days of 
Easter. The beauty of His life was and will for-
ever be the greatest story ever told or ever writ-
ten for the past, the present, and all future civi-
lizations of mankind upon earth. 

With the advent of the Lord's son on earth, 
cane His followers who labored and suffered in 
His Name and became the Saints of Christian-
ity. 

What follows is a true story of an event which 
took place in our modern day period and was 
manifest by a Saint of Christianity whose 
miracles always serve to exult the Prince of Peace, 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

THE EVENT 

Our story begins in the latter days of 
World War Two in the battlefield of Eu-
rope. It was the Spring of 1945 and the 
promise of final victory against Nazi 
Germany was evident all around us. Big 
cities had been bombed to total destruc-
tion; German troops were surrendering 
in droves; and white sheets hung every-
where in village after village as a sign of 
their surrender to our advancing Ameri-
can troops. 

We were the combat infantrymen of 
the United States Army spearheading our 
daily struggle of advance from the 
beaches of Normandy, through France, 
Belgium, and Luxembourg, and into Ger-
many. With the hope of final victory so 
near, we prayed that we would survive to 
reach that last day of battle. 

There were few, if any, atheists in the 
front lines of battle those days for we all 
prayed for survival through these last 
days of the war. 

Day after day, we, the combat infan-
trymen of General George Patton's Third 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos 
is a Professor at Columbia University and a con-
tributing editor to the GREEK AMERICAN 
REVIEW. He is the author of several highly 
acclaimed books besides many articles that have 
been published in national and international 
periodicals. He is also the literary recipient of 
THE GOLDEN BOOK AWARD from The 
Royal Society of Great Britain. 

By GEORGE C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

Army hiked mile after mile in our pursuit 
of the withdrawing German army. To has-
ten our advance through the various vil-
lages in our path, we were ordered to 
mount a platoon of army tanks. We were 
very pleased, for it was much more com-
fortable to ride on a tank than to walk 
those many miles over undulating dirt 
roads and grassy fields. Then it hap-
pened! 

As our tanks rode along one of those 
country roads, we all heard the unmis-
takable roar of aircraft engines high 
above. We looked up and recognized in 
the glare of the afternoon sun the silhou-
ette of what appeared to be our own air-
craft. We smiled to each other and 
cheered them on. "Give those Krauts 

hell!" we yelled at them as if they could 
hear us. 

When the two aircraft banked and 
turned toward us we noted with alarm 
the emblem of the Luftwaffe on their 
wings. These were not American aircraft. 
They were German! 

As the two planes turned to strafe our 
tank column, the tank commanders 
closed their hatches and we, the riding 
infantrymen, quickly scattered, leaping 
off the tanks for the safety of the nearby 
woods. 

I held my rifle high as I flew off the 
tank. Suddenly, as my feet reached the  

ground I felt a sharp pain in my right leg. 
I gritted my teeth and rolled behind a 
nearby tree for safety. The pain was se-
vere and centered about my right ankle. 
I assumed that I had been hit by a straf-
ing bullet and looked for the hole and 
the blood. There was none. 

My ankle began to swell and only then 
did I realize that I must have sprained it 
during the jump. I looked up and spot-
ted the culprit — a rock at the base of the 
tank's tread. Only the laces of my high 
combat boot kept my ankle from break-
ing. When the attacking aircraft de-
parted, we were summoned to resume 
our advance. I hobbled on my bad leg, 
using my rifle as a cane. Because of my 
youthful pride, I refused medical aid for 
the injured ankle and in a matter of days 
the swelling lessened and the pain dis-
appeared. 

The war finally came to an end and 
peace reigned once more in the world. In 
due time, I, together with my fellow com-
bat veterans, were returned to the United 
States for discharge from military service. 
We were happy, for we had survived the 
terror and savagery of the war and were 
now in a position to resume our lives as 
civilians. The injury to my ankle had 
healed with no apparent aftereffect. Or 
so I thought! 

Like millions of other young men, I 
returned to college, studied, received my 
degrees and went on to professional 
school. It was while I was serving as a 
senior resident in one of the major hos-
pitals in our city that the war-time injury 
to my ankle returned. Ten years had 
elapsed since that day of the injury. 

The same ankle became swollen and 
extremely painful to the point that it was 
difficult to walk. With the stamina and 
pride of youth, as before, I ignored the 
pain and tried to overcame my obvious 
limp. I even refused the use of a cane to 
aid me for I felt that the use of a cane was 
for the maimed and the elderly, not for 
me! Thus, I went about my professional 
duties and ignored that constant deep 
searing throb of pain coming from my 
right ankle with each step. 

I consulted with a nationally re-
nowned orthopedic surgeon, Dr. James 
Nicholas, who taught at the same medi- 

Greek-American Review /May 2001 1 1 



cal center in which I served. After his 
clinical and radiographic examination, 
he wondered how I had withstood the 
pain all this time, and recommended 
immediate surgery. 

"You will always have a limp even 
after the surgery,' he remarked, "but at 
least you will not have the pain. Do it 
soon or you may lose your foot!" 

Those latter words shocked me, yet I 
demurred. My thought was that... "...I 
would rather go into combat again rather 
than face the surgeon's knife!" I turned 
to prayer. And one evening my prayers 
were answered. 

THE VISITATION 

It happened the week after Easter! It 
was a very dark night — darker than I 
have ever remembered it to be. Tired as 
I was from a long arduous day, I had fallen 
into a very deep sleep. I was senseless 
to any sound. 

Suddenly, I was awakened and found 
myself sitting up in bed. 

The darkness of the room had disap- 

peared and in its place emanated an il-
lumination that had turned night into day. 
It came from the far end of my bed. In the 
center of this brilliant light stood a tall 
lady, clothed in a flowing royal gown. 
Upon her head, a crown was centered. 
She smiled at me and spoke: "Ask and 
you shall be given." 

Sitting halfway up in bed, I trembled 
with fear at this apparition that stood be-
fore me. 

She smiled again and pointed her 
candle toward the icons in the corner of 
my room. "Come and visit me and I shall 
make you well." 

She turned and walked toward these 
icons and disappeared into the glimmer 
of the holy night light. The room was once 
again thrust into total darkness. I sat there 
mesmerized and trembled inwardly. I 
did not know what I had seen. Was it real 
or a dream? I did not sleep the rest of the 
night. 

The next morning, as I stood before 
the icons saying my morning prayers, 
my eye caught the image of an icon that  

had been placed beside that of Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Mother. I took the 
icon into my hands and gazed at it at 
length. It was she! It was the representa-
tion of the visitor who had appeared to 
me and had stood at the foot of my bed 
that night. It was the icon of ST. BARBARA. 

I mentioned this strange dream to my 
family the next night at dinner. My wife's 
mother looked at me with understand-
ing, smiled, and blessed me with the 
Sign of the Gross. My wife did likewise 
and added that we should visit HER 
church, the Church of St. Barbara, just as 
SHE had asked. Having been raised in a 
very devout family, and having survived 
the dreadful days of combat in the war, I 
did not demur nor did I raise any doubt-
ful inquiries. 

I fasted for a whole week, as directed 
by our parents and by my parish priest. 
The Sunday following the night of my 
dream, the whole family trekked into 
New York City with me to visit the Church 
of St. Barbara. 

I limped with cruel pain down the 
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aisle of the Church and venerated the 
Holy Icon of Saint Barbara, and placed 
my votive at its base. I limped before 
the Holy Door of the altar and received 
Communion, and then limped back to 
my seat. I had the satisfaction of realiz-
ing that I had fulfilled what was asked of 
me by my Saintly night visitor. 

Now, I thought, let us see what hap-
pens. I instantly felt ashamed at this 
moment of doubt. I shook my head in 
sad dismay that such a negative thought 
would enter my mind. 

THE MIRACLE 

When I awakened Monday morning 
— the day following my visit to the 
Church of St. Barbara — I swung my feet 
over the side of the bed in order to get 
up. It was a routine movement performed 
by most all people rising each morning 
during their lifetime. A normal movement 
that for me was agony these past years, 
for as my right foot would touch the floor 
a paroxysm of pain starting at the ankle 
would race up my leg. It was a paralyz-
ing pain. 

But this day, it was different! 
When my foot touched the floor -

there vas no such pain! I flexed my foot 
over and over again, bravely testing it. 
The stiffness and the subsequent pain 
was gone! I could not believe it. It was a 
miracle! 

Without the pain, my habitual limp 
gradually disappeared. 

Weeks went by, and I continued my 
life without any trace of the lingering 
limp that became part of my daily life. 

One day, as I walked through the cor-
ridors of the medical center where I 
served, I heard my name. I turned in re-
sponse only to meet the same orthope- 

dic surgeon who had previously exam-
ined my ankle and had recommended 
immediate surgery. As l greeted him, he 
kept looking at my foot. 

"You're not limping," he remarked. 
"You had the surgery?" 

When I replied negatively with a smile 
on my face, he shook his head in disbe-
lief. 

"Come on, let's go into the x-ray room. 
I want some films of this ankle. I do not 
believe you." 

He examined my foot and ankle thor-
oughly looking for a non-existent surgi-
cal scar. Again, he shook his head in dis-
belief. 

While the x-rays were being devel-
oped, he flexed my foot in all directions. 
Unlike the previous examination of many 
months before, I did not groan nor gri-
mace, for there was no response to any 
pain. Indeed, there was no pain, whatso-
ever! Puzzled, he again shook his head. 

When he reviewed the new radio-
graphs and compared then with those 
he had taken months before, his puzzled 
face turned again into a look of disbe-
lief. 

"I have never seen such a result in all 
my years of medical practice in this field. 
This one is for the books!" he added. 

He pointed to the traumatised ankle 
that appeared in the old x-ray films. 

"Look here," he remarked, as he 
pointed to an apparent inch-long spur of 
bone that was digging sharply into the 
Achilles tendon of my right ankle. "This 
bore spur, as a result of that war-time in-
jury you had suffered, was the cause of 
the swelling and the severe pain you 
have experienced in that ankle all these 
months." 

I sat back and smiled. It was a smile  

of grateful satisfaction. My mind went 
back to that night of the Visitation. 

Again the orthopedist reviewed the 
new x-ray films. With a disbelieving 
tone in his voice he commented, "Look 
at the site of that pre-existing spur! Look 
at it!" He emphasized his remarks by 
thrusting the x-ray into my hands. "Look 
at it, would you! The spur has crumbled 
into dust!" 

Again he repeated, "In all my years, I 
have never seen such a result without 
surgical intervention. I have treated 
many athletes on the local ballclubs who 
have suffered with the same condition, 
but I have never seen such a result!" 

He placed the x-ray film back on the 
florescent view box. 

"All I can say is that this is a miracle!"  
he muttered in a low tone, once again 
shaking his head. 

I smiled with a heartfelt knowing sat-
isfaction. "Yes," I replied, "It is a miracle; 
but you don't know how much of a miracle 
it is." 

Somewhere, where Saints prevail, St. 
Barbara must have smiled. 

EstiatorOnLine 
The Only 
Web Site 
For the 

Greek-American 
Food Industry 
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To Reverse the 
Loss of Greece's 
Forests 

Someday our descendants 
will see the rich, lush 
mountains of Greece, and 
that will be our living legacy 
to them. Make the dream a 
reality... 
"Plant Your Roots in 
Greece" 

Since ancient times—even more 
so now—the value of trees to 
Greece has been immeasurable 
and their loss has been 
heartbreaking. "Plant Your 
Roots in Greece" offers you a 
unique opportunity to become an 
integral part of this splendor now 
and forever. 

Today the enemy of Greece's 
forests is not warfare but forest 
fires which, with subsequent 
erosion, create a vicious cycle of 
forest and soil loss. Where 
mountains were once lush, they 
are now barren, the rich soil 
washed away, the once plentiful 
flora and fauna gone. 

The Greek government has 
recognized the critical problems 
and is committing major 
resources to this reforestation 
effort. Greeks across the United 

States and Canada, through their 
national associations such as the 
Hellenic American National 
Council and other organizations 
and with the assistance and 
support of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of North America, 
and AHEPA & AHI, have 
developed their own mechanism 
to reforest their homeland--The 
Plant Your Roots in Greece 
Foundation. The program will 
be a magnitude unmatched since 
the Greek Americans came to 
Greece's assistance after the 
devastation of World War II and 
the ensuing civil war. 

Be a Part of an Historic 
Event! 

The program centers around the 
ability of anyone, of Greek 
descent or not, or anyone who is 
concerned and wishes to restore 
Greece's natural splendor, to 
plant a tree in Greece in their 
name or in the name of a loved 

one or friend. At a cost of $10 
per tree, including an inscribed 
certificate, the program is 
affordable to all. It is expected 
that millions of trees can be 
planted through this program and 
there will be vast forests in the 
name of individuals, associations 
and corporations as a 
manifestation of their love for 
Greece. In addition to tree 
planting, an aggressive program 
of fire-fighting has been instituted 
and in 1999, for the first time in 
millennia, reforestation has 
exceeded destruction from fires. 
The first forest was planted in 
Sounion in 1999 with the help of 
the Federation of ENOSIS and 
was named the "Forest of Illinois". 

Matching Funds by the 
European Community 

The Plant Your Roots in Greece 
program could reforest the hills 
and mountains of Greece fully by 
2010. It is the single largest 
environmental program in the 
European Community and will be 
one of the most massive efforts 
in history involving the planting 
and cultivation of seedlings. The 
government of Greece has also 
arranged with the European 
Community for the EC to match 
on a four-to-one basis the dollars 
generated through the Plant Your 
Roots program. Thus, for every 
tree we plant, the EC will match 
funds for four additional trees. 



By Andrew Leech 

On Feb 13", at the age of 83, Christo-
pher Montague Woodhouse died in Ox-
ford. For the last few years he had also 
been known as Lord Terrington, inherit-
ing the family title in 1998 when his 
brother died. The funeral was impressive; 
thousands who either loved him or re-
spected what he had devoted his life to, 
came to pay their respects. For Greece it 
was a sad day for no Greek who lived 
WW2 can forget Chris Woodhouse, the 
man who co-ordinated the only joint op-
eration between ELAS and EDES (the left 
and right wing partisan forces) during the 
war. Though one mustn't forget that after 
the war Chris Woodhouse continued to 
fight other battles: first in the Foreign Of-
fice and, second, as Conservative MP for 
Oxford (where he supported Greek Re-
sistance and spoke widely against the 
Dictatorship. 

His multi-facet personality was re-
markable. Not only a man to be reck-
oned with in War and Politics, but also in 
Education and in Literature! He held Vis-
iting Professorships at both Nuffield Col-
lege, Oxford, and King's College, London 
and was Chairman of the Council of the 
Royal Society of Literature, an Honorary 
Fellow of New College, Oxford and a Cor-
responding Member of the Academy of 
Athens. 

His many books on Greece include 
the well-known Apple of Discord (which 
deals with the War years in Greece, the 
Resistance and the Civil War), Modern 
Greece: a Short History, The Struggle for 
Greece (a biography of Karamanlis) 
Something Ventured (his autobiography) 
and the Rise and Fall of the Greek Colonels 
("my only comic book," he confided, 
chuckling) . In a documentary for the BBC 
in 1985, Operation Harling, CW explained 
his role in Greece, and the attack on the 

Gorgopotamos Bridge was re-enacted by 
the Greek Army. The last book: Rigas 
Velestinlis (the pro-martyr of the Greek Revo-
lution was published in Greece). 

The last time I saw him, C.W. (or 
'Monty' as he was known to comrades 
during the War) welcomed me with a 
twinkle in his eye, wearing an extremely 
comfortable dressing gown. A tall man 
with an aquiline, patrician face and thin, 
wiry athletic body that belied his age. 
"You'll have to speak up," he cautioned 
me, though, "I'm getting a little hard of 
hearing, lately." 

Born in 1917, CW read Classics at Ox-
ford and first came out to Greece in 1938, 
arriving on the day Hitler and Stalin 
signed the notorious non-aggression 
pact. On the outbreak of war, he returned 
to Britain to enlist and described to me 
the long journey back: by boat, train and 
bus, and the detailed interrogation at the 
French border regarding troop move-
ments in countries he'd passed through. 
Then, due to knowledge of Greek he was 
appointed to the 1st Liaison Mission, 
which had the goal of consolidating re-
sistance against the Axis in occupied 
countries, and subsequently transferred 
to Special Operations Executive. He was 

Christopher Montague Woodhouse 

assigned to Greece in 1941. 
So, one late afternoon in 1942 saw CW 

starting his second visit to Greece —at 
the end of a parachute. His job was to 
seek out the viability of forming resis-
tance units, and setting up a headquar-
ters and operations base under Briga-
dier Eddie Myers and it was quite a rev-
elation to find that groups of andartes al-
ready existed. He managed to contact 
Zervas, the fat, jovial leader of EDES 
quite soon, but had to walk over the 
Pindos Mountains for 17 days before 
finding Aris Velouchiotis, who com-
manded the ELAS units in the area. 

"Greek feelings were generally very positive 
towards us," he said. "Even when we were re-
treating, after the Germans invaded, people 
would still cheer us. It seemed unimportant 
whether we were winning, the point was they 
appreciated we were trying to help; and I soon 

"Let him be called 
Hellene!" 
THE LAST INTERVIEW WITH 
PROFESSOR C.M. WOODHOUSE 
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got into the habit of just walking into a village, 
introducing myself as a British officer and ask-
ing for whoever I wanted to see. Never once was I 
betrayed." He continued with a little story 
about a trip he made into Athens. "I was 
feeling very proud of myself, quite sure I looked 
and smelt completely like a Greek shepherd, 
and having improved my Greek accent tremen-
dously. However, when I got off the bus, at 
Omonia, the driver tapped me on the shoulder 
and said: "Eh, British, if you haven't got any-
where to stay, I've got a spare room!" which 
totally deflated my histrionic and linguistic 
pride." 

Once, when officers were parachuted 
in, the wind blew them off-course and 
they landed in Lamia town square, with 
the Italians racing to grab them before 
they escaped (everybody had been 
watching them slowly descend for sev-
eral minutes). Luckily, the Lamians got 
there first and quickly shuttled them from 
one house to the other as a search 
started, and a game of 'hide the Brit, or 
pass the parcel' ensued for the next few 
hours, until the new arrivals were 
smuggled out to Chris's group. 

In 1942, the main German supply route 
to North Africa was through Greece and it 
was a matter of great strategic impor-
tance that supplies were disrupted for 
several weeks before El Alamein. Greek 
roads were so bad they'd wear tank tracks 
out in less than 50 km; and supplies 
were always transported by train. It was 
decided, then, in October, to hit the 
Gorgopotamos Bridge, a curved structure 
that would be the most difficult to repair. 

Italians on and under the bridge, and a 
third set the explosives to the huge 
bridge supports. 

Suddenly, CW recalled, "we had a 
moment of panic. A local family named 
Tempelis — but definitely not lazy -
used to graze their sheep alongside the 
bridge supports. And when Grandma 
Tempeli suddenly appeared on a ledge 
above and called loudly down to those 
below. "Get the sheep away from the bridge, 
the British are going to blow it up tonight," I 
was sure the plan was blown. But luck 
was with us and nobody but the shep-
herds understood Granny's words. This 
matter of security troubled us through-
out the War. If one Greek knew, then all 
knew, so we became resigned to the fact 
there was no real secrecy, whatsoever. 
However, since nobody told the enemy, 
our plans were not generally compro-
mised!" 

The bridge was useless for six weeks 
— one of the main supports completely 
destroyed and another badly damaged; 
and it was a further six months before it 
could support a fully loaded train - well 
after El Alamein had been won. Then, 
with the Invasion of Sicily being planned 
for 1943, it was imperative to make the 
Germans believe the real landing was 
meant for Greece and Sicily only a di-
version. This meant increasing the level 
of sabotage in Greece. 

The success of Gorgopotamos in-
spired Myers and CW to plan another 
attack, this time on the Asopos Bridge, 
thought unapproachable, having a re-
volving searchlight that covered the 
ground around every 30 seconds. The 11 
Brits and New Zealanders involved man-
aged to get close by crawling slowly and 
freezing immobile - trying to look like 
plants - every time the searchlight 

For days, Myers (an engineer) studied 
the bridge, planning where to put the 
charges, while CW had the job of per-
suading ELAS and EDES to co-operate 
in a joint attack. Alone, neither group had 
enough men to overcome the enemy re-
sistance and it was impossible to ap-
proach the bridge secretly and mine it. 
Alas, this would be the only time the two 
groups would work together. Although 
both aided the British, neither would work 
with each other. 

On the mountain, looking down onto 
the bridge, was the large Ghiona cave, 
where all explosives and andartes were 
hidden until the attack started. For a 
whole day the men waited, watching the 
activity below and putting the finishing 
touches to the attack plan. The Italians 
had an armoured train nearby, and one 
group had to prevent it bringing rein-
forcements while another engaged the 
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New CD by Pianist Sgouros passed over them. That bridge, too, was 
destroyed, prompting the Allies to in-
crease the size of the Greek Mission, with 
specialists in all kinds of sabotage; even 
a 'Propaganda Officer' - Ian Scott-Gilbert 
- whose job was to reduce the morale of 
German troops. CW told me "1 didn't have 
any great belief in it, as his technique appeared 
to be standing, or hiding, near the roadside and 
using a primitive loudhailer to shout slogans or 
threats at German convoys going past, but it 
was interesting to watch!" 

Only after the War, when German docu-
ments were studied, was the degree of 
success appreciated. Apart from those 
already in Greece, Hitler ordered other 
Divisions removed from the Russian 
Front (and sent to Greece), severely weak-
ening his offensive strength, and troops 
in Italy were not reinforced. This had the 
subsequent effect of reducing opposi-
tion in Italy, and facilitating the Sicilian 
landings, while, concurrently, tying up 6 
unused Divisions in Greece. 

At one time it seemed that Churchill 
would close down the Greek operation, 
after Aris Velouchiotis had killed one of 
the New Zealander officers; and CW 
made a hazardous journey to persuade 
him to change his mind. It was when he 
met his late wife, Davina. On arrival in 
UK, Anthony Eden asked him to pick 
'someone' up and bring her down for a 
weekend at Chequers, the PM's country 
house. The 'someone' was Davina Lytton, 
widow of the Earl of Erne. 

During the dinner with Churchill, CW 
made his points for continuing the Greek 
operation as strongly and eloquently as 
he could, being supported by others in 
the Cabinet, even suggesting that the 
whole team might be killed if they tried 
to pull out (a bluff on CW's part, but not 
impossible) provoking Winston to take 
him aside and growl in his ear: "1 am most 
impressed ... and oppressed ... and depressed!" 
However, he gave the green light to con-
tinue the Greek operation. 

Our conversation then moved on to 
his vehement opposition to the Greek 
Dictatorship in British Parliament and 
CW told me two amusing stories. First, 
when he visited the Junta in 1970. Only 
Pattakos agreed to meet him, the others 
refusing to discuss with a man totally 
opposed to the regime. "What I can't un-
derstand, Mr Woodhouse," Pattakos asked, 
"is why you seem so bent on us having free 
elections. What is the necessity of them. The 
people are quite happy to be governed by us." 
And, "strange to say," continued CW, "he 

Elysium Recordings, Inc. announced the 
release of Dimitris Sgouros Plays Schumann 
& Brahms (GRK 719). Mr. Sgouros recreates 
two of the works he performed for his New 
York solo recital debut at Carnegie Hall in 
April 2000: Schu-mann's Fantasy in C major, 
Op. 17; and Brahms' Sonata No. 3 in F mi-
nor, Op. 5. 

The recording was produced and .engi-
neered by the Grammy Award-winning pro-
ducer, Adam Abeshouse. It will be released 
worldwide by Qualiton Imports, Ltd. 

Dimitris Sgouros grew up in Piraeus, 
Greece, and began his musical studies there. 
At seven, he gave his first solo recital at the 
Public Theater of Piraeus, performing two 
of his own compositions and astonishing the 
Greek musical world. He entered the Ath-
ens Conservatorium at the age of eight and 
graduated at the age of 12. 

Sgouros began teaching at the Athens 
Conservatorium at age 10. At the same time 
he took part in several national and inter-
national competitions. His first professional 
recital was in Bologna in 1980. This was fol- 

actually seemed to believe it! 
Later, at Oxford, he was asked to de-

scribe Pattakos. "Well," said CW, think-
ing for a minute, "if you took Mr Agnew (Spiro 
Agnew was Vice-President under Nixon) and 
Mr Pattakos and got them to change places, I 
don't think anyone would notice the difference!" 
And the laughter that followed was loud-
est from American students who obvi-
ously knew Agnew better than the Brit-
ish ones. 

My final question covered any criti-
cisms he might have of Greece. "The worst 
trait I can think of is that many Greeks in the 
political world have been unable to distinguish 
a real gift horse from the Trojan variety and 
have missed out on many valuable opportuni-
ties. They are just too busy counting the teeth 
to look at the legs, which saddens me." 

When one considers that not only was 
CW imbued with a love for Greece from 
an early age, but that he then volunteered 
to return, at 24, to fight alongside Greek 
resistance fighters; and later devoted his 
life to Greek Studies and championing 
Greek rights in politics, this must cer-
tainly put him among the cream of 
Philhellenes. My final thought, on leav-
ing, were the the words of the philoso-
pher Isocrates (4th Cent. BC): "And if a 
man should partake of our culture, let him be 
called Hellene!" 

Dimitris Sgouros 

lowed by appearances and tours in France, 
Switzerland, and Venezuela. He made his 
North American debut at the Newport Fes-
tival, followed by a performance of 
Rachmaninoff s Third Piano Concerto at 
Carnegie Hall in 1982 with the National Sym-
phony Orchestra under the direction of 
Mstislav Rostropovich. 

At the age of II, Dimitris Sgouros made 
his orchestral debut in France, performing a 
Mozart concerto with the Chamber Orches-
tra of Cannes under Phillip Bender. In the 
same year he appeared in Germany with 
the chamber orchestra of Svetsingen. 

While pursuing his career as a soloist, 
Sgouros continued his musical studies at 
the University of Maryland under Stewart 
Gordon, and at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London under Guy Johnson and Timo-
thy Baxter. He graduated from the Royal 
Academy of Music before his 15th birthday. 

In May 1986, he made his debut with 
MidAmerica Productions, performing 
Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1 in Carn-egie 
Hall under the baton of Peter Tiboris. The 
pianist returned to Carnegie in April 1988 to 
perform Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 21, 
K.467, again under the direction of Maestro 
Tiboris. 

Since then, Sgouros has given perfor-
mances, lectures and workshops all over the 
world. At 31 years of age, he still has a long 
career ahead of him. 

Elysium Recordings, Inc., has released 19 
CDs since its founding in 1995. The label is 
distributed by Qualiton Imports, Ltd., 24-02 
40th Ave., Long Island City, New York 11101, 
tel: 718-729-3515. 
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Chryssie Bilder Anchaklis funeral Muskegon, Michigan Summer 1921. On the immediate left of the coffin 
is Sarandos and Bea Anchaklis. On the immediate right is a small girl who is Helen Bilder (later Annes), 
next to her mother Athena and the very next man is Angelo Bilder who was Anika Bilder's brother. 

SNAPSHOTS 

OF FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS 

Penelope Bilder, Sarantos (Sam) and Bea Anchaklis, July 1921. 

tographs can easily demonstrate this 
potential in any family collection. 

Anne Eustathion Kekatos (b. 1928) 
leads a quiet life in a small-unincor-
porated area of Lake County Illinois. 
While talking over coffee and sweets 
Anne showed me an array of snapshots 
of family and friends taken during the 
spring and summer of 1943 and 1944. 
But her identification of people and 
circumstances in this handful of pho-
tographs soon began to span continents 
and decades. 

Anne's parents belonged to the Chi-
cago-based silogo or the Thracian town 
of Saranta Ekklesia. As was common 
in the Ottoman Empire this town was 
also known as Kirk-Kilissa or Kirklareli 
and was the capital of the province. 
The town still exists and is situated 35 
miles northeast of Adrianople. At the 
turn of the century the population was 
15,000; by 1990 the town had grown to 
45,344. All of this and a great deal more 
needed to be related since the young 
people seen in the snapshots Anne laid 
across her dining room table were the 
children of the immigrants who formed 
this silogo. In fact these young people 
were the Saranta Ekklesia youth club. 

These 1940 era snapshots are now 
the only record of this youth club's ir- 
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By Steve Frangos 

Photographs of family and friends 
are among the most treasured keep-
sakes in anyone's life. It is virtually im-
possible to find an individual who 
does not keep some sort of photograph. 
Aside from framed photographs dis-
played around the house selected im-
ages are often found carefully arranged 
in albums. The sheer magnitude of 
these images is staggering. Literally 

COVER: May 1943. Tom Allen (Alvanou), Mary 
Deravantis (later Gregory), Tom's sister Daphne (later 
Contos), Dapne Deravantis, and an unknown sailor 

billions of snapshot photo-
graphs are taken every year. 

The lives, careers, and 
most treasured of memories 
of Greeks in North America 
can all be seen in photo-
graphs. Unfortunately few 
attempts have been made 
to collect and record this vi-
sual history. Endless stories 
are recalled whenever these 
images are viewed. As a 
case study in illustrating 
both the personal and international 
history of Modern Greeks the memo-
ries sparked by a small group of pho- 



Christine Eustathion (later Mitsos), Connie Eustathion, Pauline Douglas (in Greek Godoglou), 
and an unknown youth. 

On the left the man standing with his back to the camera is Gus Theodore, the girl sitting in the middle of 
the photograph is Anne Eustathion, next to her is Sparky the dog, and the next man on the right facing the 
camera is John Bilder. This photograph is from the first occasion when Anne was allowed to join in one of the 
club outings. 
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way fashions for teenagers were lim-
ited. Many teenage women wore white 
ankle socks and saddle shoes so the 
name 'bobby socker' caught on. 

It was all good fun. These outings 
were lazy days of conversation, eating, 
joking, playing baseball, sunbathing 
and just being together. On occasion 
someone would bring a camera to snap 
a few pictures of the gang. After a full 
day in the park the young people 
would not often return home until well 
after dark. 

While Anne may be the youngest of 
the Saranta Ekklesia youth group she 
is the now the oldest living member of 
both her mother and father's families. 
There is no one else to turn to when 
identifying an ancestor in a photo-
graph. And while Anne has innumer-
able photographs and readily identi- 

Elenco Bilderyadis full- length portrait. 

fies one relative or long gone family 
friend of her parents after another there 
are many she cannot name. This fact 
troubles her deeply; as if she has some-
how failed. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

In her explanations of the 1940 snap-
shots dozens of names and places were 
recalled to help me understand the re-
lationships between the people seen 
in these photographs. The Greeks of 
Saranta Ekklesia were (and continue 
to be) linked not simply by friendship 
but extended kinship as well. As the 
case remains with Greeks today 

regular get togethers. Thatcher Woods, 
a forest preserve in Oak Park, an adja-
cent suburb of Chicago was the scene 
for these gatherings. No one owned a 
car and everyone traveled by bus or 
train. And the traveling was not easy. 
The young woman and men would start 
out from their houses loaded down with 
picnic baskets, baseball equipment, 
blankets and whatever else they 
needed for the day. Since the members 
of the club were scattered all across 
the city one or two hour's worth of train 
or bus travel was not unusual. 

To give some sense of this travel 
time Anne would leave her apartment 
at 1114 Leland Avenue with her two sis-
ters Christine and Connie at daybreak. 
The trio would take the elevated train, 

changing trains at least once getting 
off at the Chicago Street station in Oak 
Park. The sisters would then walk to the 
corner of Marion and Chicago where 
several doors down Anne's father had 
his American Legion Shoe Repair at 427 
Marion. They'd rest, use the washroom, 
and take their father's dog Sparky with 
them to nearby Thatcher Woods. 

Anne identified one person after an-
other in the photographs telling me not 
simply about any given individual but 
their family, events they experienced 
in later life, and even stories that went 
back to Saranta Ekklesia. Anne was the 
youngest of the group The kid they let 
tag along with her older sisters. In the 
slang of the era Anne was a bobby 
socker. With wartime rationing under 



Saranda Ekklesia Silogo Dinner Dance. Chicago Illinois, early 1930s 

koumbari, simbetheri, and distant 
cousins were all reckoned as family. 
Added to this was the powerful bond 
between women and the roles of women 
in maintaining Greek life in North 
America 

In the stories surrounding these pho-
tographs Anne brought out the sole im-
age of her Great grandmother Chryssie 
with Penelope (her mother), and two of 
her mother's siblings Chryssie and Tom. 
With the exception of Great grand-
mother Chryssie all three of these indi-
viduals came to America. By means no 
longer recalled Chryssie was married 
to Sarando Anchaclis and came to live 
in Muskegon, Michigan. Sometime in 
1920, Anne Kekatos' grandmother 
Anika went to Constantinople with 
Penelope. After various adventures the 
mother and daughter received tickets 
from Sarando to come to America. And 
here we begin the real mystery of the 
two women's travels. Many unanswered 
questions begin at this point. 

For some reason Anika did not use 
her married name in filling out the le-
gal paperwork but rather her maiden 
name of Bilderyadis. Penelope also 
traveled as a Bilderyadis. No one born 
in America was ever to learn this aban-
doned surname. Or the reasons why it 
was discarded. Aside from whatever  

personal significance this choice of 
names may have been it was also the 
case that the Bilderyadis clan was one 
of the largest in Saranta Ekklesia. The 
duo made the sea trip to America even-
tually coming through Ellis Island. The 
scope of this adventure is exemplified 
by the fact that the women carried cook-
ing pots, blankets along with other 
odds and ends. Clearly the women were 
prepared to journey into totally un-
known lands laden with their numer-
ous necessities and unspoken appre-
hensions. 

A critical feature left out of all these 
family stories was the major political 
events of the day. The Balkans surged 
in war. In 1912, a decisive battle of the 
Balkan Wars, was fought between the 
Ottoman and Bulgarian armies within 
sight of Saranta Ekklesia. In the unend-
ing turmoil of this era systematic as-
saults against Greeks and Armenians 
was heavily documented. In one case 
7,000 Greeks from the town of Strantza 
in eastern Thrace were banished by Ot-
toman Turkish authorities immediately 
following Greek Orthodox Easter in 
April 1914. In "For Them the Bell Ma-
jestically Peals" Tom Nicolopulos re-
ported the memories of these ill-fated 
Thracians and the eventual arrival of a 
host of them to North America (Hellenic 

Journal 10 March 1994). 
Saranta Ekklesia and Strantza are 

both in the mountain range that bor-
ders the Black Sea coast. Kaiser 
Wilhelm II personally supervised dip-
lomatic exchanges with the Ottoman 
Empire to gain the concessions neces-
sary to build a Berlin-Constantinople-
Baghdad railroad. This proposed rail 
line would travel right through the Black 
Sea mountain range. This railway 
would not only join Germany with the 
profitable markets in Asia Minor but 
the new transport system would also 
reach the nearby oil fields of 
Mesopotamia. An eerie parallel now 
exists. The ethnic cleansing the Turks 
are attempting today against the Kurds 
of eastern Turkey, in order to maintain 
security along an oil pipe link from 
Baghdad to Istanbul, was first at-
tempted among other minority groups 
during the Balkan Wars and World War 
I in Thrace. 

For those from Saranta Ekklesia the 
1912 military victory eventually led to 
the town's inclusion from 1920 until 
1922 within the new boundaries of 
Greece. So why choose exactly that mo-
ment in history to travel half way around 
the world? The Greek dream of a rees-
tablished Byzantine Empire seemed 
assured! No one born in America could 
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John Bilder and Anne Eustathion. 

Elenco Bilderyadis Saranta Ekklesia, Thrace, Early 
I900s. C. Zafiriades Photographer. 

ever get any information about the fam-
ily in this period except in the barest 
of outlines. In those years you didn't 
question the older generation. It sim-
ply was not done. 

Unquestionably the chaos of war 
and the personal experiences of Anika 
and Penelope created a situation in 
which they saw no other recourse but 
to leave all behind. What awaited 
them was more horrible than any im-
aged fate. During the summer of 1921 
Chryssie Bilderyadis Anchaclis died 
of diabetes just before the duo's arrival 
in Muskegon. Only the grieving 
Sarando and his only child with 
Chryssie, their daughter Bea 
(Panayota), were there to greet them. 
As the photographs lay before me were 
to report the adventures and travails 
of Anika and Penelope were not to sim-
ply end with this heartbreaking trag-
edy. 

Greek-American photographs are 
not simply images captured on paper. 
Family memories infuse each square 
of film with its own story about every 
person, event, or place shown. Since 
literally millions of these Greek-Ameri-
can photographs exist it is imperative 
that we record as much of this history 
as is possible. We are at a critical junc-
ture in Greek-American history. Regret-
tably it is now the case that for the en-
tire generation that came to America in  

the 1890 to 1920 era only one, or at the 
most two people in an extended fam-
ily remain alive who can still identify 
all the individuals one sees in the old 
pictures. 

For the Bilderyadis and Eustathion 
families Anne Eustathion Kekatos is 
such a person. Anne is now the oldest 
living member of both her father's and 
her mother's families. She is the final 
source for identifying scores of family 
photographs. Unexpectedly Anne is 
also one of but a handful of people 
alive who can identify another set of 
Greek-American photographs. 

Anne is among the last members of 
a now disbanded Greek-American 
youth group. Anne's parents were mem-
bers of the Chicago based Saranta 
Ekklesia silogo. As Anne identified and 
recalled stories for me based on pho-
tographs of this Saranta Ekklesia youth 
group historical information available 
in no other fashion was a fundamental 
part of every explanation. Without re-
alizing it Anne provided me with inci-
dent after incident that illustrated the 
enduring and powerful bond between 
women and the roles of women in main-
taining Greek life in North America. 

In the summer of 1921, Anne's 
strong-willed grandmother Anika and 
mother Penelope had arrived in 
Muskegon, Michigan. The two women 
had journeyed all the way from east-
ern Thrace to see their daughter and 
sister Chryssie. Unexpected tragedy 
awaited the women. Chryssie had died 
of diabetes literally just before their 
arrival. A photograph had been ex-
pressly taken of the Chryssie's burial 
because with Anika and Penelope in 
transit there was no way they could 
attend the funeral. At the graveside 
one can see Sarando (Sam) Anchaclis, 
his daughter with Chryssie, Bea 
(Panayota) and other family members. 

While still collectively recovering 
from Chryssie's death photographs by 
a professional studio photographer 
were sought out. In one Penelope, Sam 
Anchaclis, and Bea are shown in their 
Sunday dress finest. This, perhaps un-
expected act, requires some discus-
sion. Greek-American photographs 
have always been used to showcase 
and present "the family." So seeing 
this kind of photograph indicates an 
affirmation of family unity rather than 
any disrespect for the dead. Other 
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Anne Eustathion (later Kehatos) at Montrose Beach, 1940s. 

things though, are far from certain. 
Why exactly Anika and Penelope 

came to America has never been de-
termined. In typical Greek fashion sev-
eral versions are told about the same 
event. Most often the idea that the two 
women were just 'coming for a visit' is 
presented. But other information seems 
to contradict this claim. To begin with 
the two women used the name 
Bilderyadis on their passports. 
Bilderyadis was Anika's maiden name. 
In America the large Bilderyadis clan 
had shortened its name to Bilder and 
the two women followed suit. 

As with many Greek families from 
this era the separation of continents 
also meant differences in the times 
when one was married. So while broth-
ers and sisters were not far apart in age 
the children they would eventually 
have in America were often widely 
separated by age. In the case of 
Penelope Bilder she had one first 
cousin Helen and her niece Bea who 
were only some ten years her junior. 
These two women proved an important 
bridge for their female relatives who 
were to be born after them. 

To this day Anne refers to her late 
cousin only as "Doctor Helen." Helen 
Bilder was one of the very first women 
from Chicago's Greek community to 
become a medical doctor. Bea eventu-
ally became an extremely wealthy busi-
nesswoman in Burlington, Vermont. It 
was Bea who approached Penelope, Dr. 
Helen, Helen's mother Athena and other  

women from Saranta Ekklesia time and 
again to find out why her grandmother 
Anika came to the United States and 
why she used her maiden name. Bea 
never learned anything, for certain. Bea 
did know enough to tell her first cousin 
Anne Eustathion Kekatos "they were 
hiding something." 

Lost of social status certainly 
seemed part of the mystery. In part this 
can be judged by some of the family's 
oldest photographs. The much-loved 
photograph of Great-grandmother 
Chryssie with her three grandchildren 
reveals that the three children in less 
than expansive clothes. Tom has no 
shoes. No mention was ever made 
about Anika's husband, not even his 
name. All that was left behind in the 
mountains of Thrace. The bond be-
tween Anika and her children then the 
cousins, especially the women, all re-
mained strong. 

According to Anika and Penelope 
life and people in the provincial town 
of Saranta Ekklisses were sophisti-
cated not like the manners and actions 
of the Greek rural villagers one found 
in Ameriki. Some of this sophistication 
the Bilder family was accustomed to 
can be seen in the photographs of 
Anika's sister Elenco. Many of the 
Elenco photographs are expensive stu-
dio photographs which always present 
her in a refined setting. Two are espe-
cially interesting because they are 
cabinet card photographs taken by the 
same local photographer C. Zafiriades. 

While each of these photographs is 
worn because of much handling the two 
names of their hometown Saranta-
Ekklisiai and Kirk-Kilisse are on one 
or another of the photographs. 

The changes in the roles and self-
images possible for Greek-American 
women can be seen as we compare 
Elenco Bilderyadis photographs with 
those of the young women from the 
Saranta-Ekklisses youth club in Chi-
cago. I was surprised to learn that the 
young women from the club would fre-
quent gather together without any of 
the young men. Anne Kekatos was sur-
prised that I was surprised. Quite a 
number of Anne's snapshots show the 
young ladies at Chicago's Montrose 
Beach. It is still the early 1940s. It is 
still summer. The only difference is that 
none of the young men are there at the 
beach. The pictures fall into two dis-
tinct groups. The most predominant 
taken is of the girls striking their con-
cept of a glamour or bathing beauty 
pose with the emphasis on their legs. 
The other is the relaxed photograph 
where very often the majority of indi-
viduals seen in the photograph do not 
seem to know (or care) that a photo- 

Tom Mitsos and Pauline Douglas. 
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Standing Theodore and Penelope Eustathion, then Angelo and Chrissa Bilder. On the bench Connie Eustathion (leter Mitsos). 

On Aniha's lap, and then Ann Bilder (later Costouros). Taken on November 10, 1924 in Chicago Illinois. 

graph is being taken. What is not shown 
is far more important that what one can 
see in any of these snapshots. Unlike 
the gatherings at Thatcher Woods the 
girls simply brought their clothes and 
blankets. Around noontime the moth-
ers of these girls would bring out lunch. 

Anne Kekatos thought nothing of 
this; that was how it was done. From my 
perspective it illustrated just how shrewd 
the old ladies had been with their Ameri-
can-born daughters. Certainly if they had 
forbid their daughters to go to the beach 
in their one piece bathing suits argu-
ments would have ensued. Today, end-
less stories circulate centering on the 
problems caused and suffered-on both 
sides-as the Greek immigrants and their 
American born children came to terms 
with the new way of life around them. As 
anyone viewing the Montrose snapshots 
can see the posesobviously learned from 
movies and glamour magazines are all 
in good fun. Not one photograph shows a 
young man, Greek or non-Greek, with the 
young ladies. 

Young women within the Greek-Ameri-
can community today may well wonder 
what sort of freedom this kind of gentle 
surveillance implies. To see the social 
and cultural distance the older people 
had traveled one needs only compare 
Elenco's neck to ankle dresses with the 
Montrose beach swimsuits. It must also 
be stressed that these suits and their in-
nocent poses were far from the end of 
changes within the Greek community. 

Anne frets sometimes because a num-
ber of the oldest photographs are dam-
aged. This is not due to any kind of dis-
regard. Quite the opposite. Penelope 
handled them so much as she aged that 
some photographs literally have their 
corners worn off. For anyone who has stud-
ied Greek-American photographs of the 
immigration generation this is far from 
unusual. Broken corners, split photo-
graphs, attached labels, writing on the 
front and back of the photographs all 
regularly occur. The old people were as 
engaged with their past experiences as 
we are with our own. It is more than a Anne Eustathion (later Kekatos) in front of 1939 

Lincoln Mercury 
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Lorraine Theodore, Anne Bilder (later Costouros), Chris Eustathion (later Mitsos), and Daphne Allen 
(later Contos) at Montrose Beach, July 1943. 

Great Grandmother Chryssie, Penelope Bilder (Anne Eustathion Kekatos's Mother), 
Chryssie Bilder, and Tom Bi(der. 
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question of our common humanity. The 
1890 to 1924 wave of Greek immigration 
arrived in the United States just as the 
camera became a cheap consumer item. 
As advertising taught native-born 
mericans how to have a Kodak-moment 
it also taught he newly arriving immi-
grants the manner in which to se this new 
technology. 

Perhaps my favorite photograph is the 
one I think of s "Anika's Triumph.' Taken 
on November 10, 1924 eight ndividuals 
are seen in this hand colored 20" x 18" 
studio photograph. In the background we 
can see from left to right Theodore and 
Penelope Eustathion. Then Angelo and 
Chrissa Bilder. In the foreground on a 
large bench we can see three small ba-
bies Connie Eustathion, Chris Eustathion 
(later Mitsos) on Anika's lap and then Ann 
Bilder (later Costouros). The pride one 
sees in Anika's eyes is unmistakable. 
Unintentionally we can see Anika's role 
in her family. Penelope stands behind 
her mother with her left hand on Anika's 
shoulder. Then in what could only have 
been a chance happening baby Ann 
Bilder has her right hand on Anika's arm. 
The connections between these women 
could not be better represented. What-
ever happened back in Thrace was long 
gone. In America, Anika had seen to her 
daughter's marriage and helped her es-
tablish a family. Anika Bilderyadis died, 
with her family around her, in 1925. 

That long afternoon at Anne's dining 
room table she showed me one photo-
graph after another. There quietly she 
related story after story about individu-
als in each image and even about other 
Greeks from long ago not seen within the 
margins of any single picture's frame. 
Anne shuffled her photographs, moved 
her packets of photographs from pile to 
pile, lifted heavy albums and proudly 
pointed out relatives in large framed 
portraits hanging in her home. She re-
members. And in a way that never in-
trudes in any conversation the love be-
tween all these women is recalled and 
shown by story and photo and photo and 
story. 

Researchers have long realized that 
only by careful interviewing can the his-
tory naturally imbedded in photographs 
be systematically documented. Greek-
American history will not be written for 
us. We must continue to preserve and 
pass on our heritage to the youngest 
members of our own collective fami-
lies. 
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HELLENE EDUCATORS 
HOST LECTURE 

ON CHILDREN'S DISORDERS 

A developmental pediatrician prac 
ticing in Marlton, NJ, Catherine 
Nicolaides, MD., tackled the intri-

cate topic of ADHD, (Attention Deficit Hy-
peractivity Disorder) delivered as a lec-
ture before a roomful of teachers and psy-
chiatrists at the Hellenic American Edu-
cators Association headquarters in Man-
hattan. The lecture which was presented 
Friday, April 27, 2001, dealt with the vari-
ous aspects of the deficiency, known to 
affect from 3% to 5% of the school age 
population, and is characterized by in-
attention, hyperactivity and impulsivity, 

Nicholas Siolas, PhD president of 
HAEA/UFT introduced the speaker to the 
audience, and Founder, Dr. Nicholas 
Michalis Spanakos gave those in atten-
dance a brief description of the 
physician's background. 

Dr. Nicolaides elaborated on how this 
disorder can cause numerous academic, 
social as well as athletic problems. More-
over, this disorder, Dr Nicolaides re-
vealed, can co-exist with learning dis-
abilities, anxieties and mood disorders. 

"While diagnosis remains largely 
clinical, there is mounting evidence that 
this is a genetically based disorder af-
flicting families," the physician said, 
"where treatment remains highly contro-
versial-though very effective-primarily 
because of the stigma attached to that 
type of treatment that relates to mind 
disorders." 

She cited the MTA study, a multi-site, 
multi-national study conducted by the 
National Institute of Mental Health, from 
which a number of conclusions have 
been drawn. In essence, the study shows  

that medication management proves to 
be a highly effective form of treatment, 
and superior to that is the combination 
of Behavior Management and medica-
tion. 

Another conclusion of the same study 
is the on-going substance abuse issue, 
and the parental question that surfaces 
as a result, which is invariably will my 
child abuse drugs?" This can be an-
swered straight forwardly by stating that 
"evidence has been presented which 
supports the Fact that among appropri-
ately treated ADHD adolescents, there 
definitely was a lower incidence of sub-
stance abuse than in groups left un-
treated." 

A member of many professional as-
sociations dealing with Developmental 
pediatrics, Dr. Nicolaides received her 
professional training through a resi-
dency at New York University, New York, 
a Fellowship at John Hopkins Univer-
sity Hospital in Baltimore, MD and 
Children's Hospital in Philadelphia. 

In addition, Dr. Nicolaides has had 
speaking engagements In which she 
had covered topics such as the follow-
ing: What Is ADD/ADHD and How to De-
tect It; Point of view on Dyslexia; Dis-
cussion for Treatment of Adults with At-
tention Deficit Disorder; Presentation, 
Evaluation and Treatment of the School 
Age Child. 

Dr. Nicolaides' private practice is in 
Marlton, NJ. She is married to Dr, Mark 
Codella and they have two children, 
Stephen-Evangelos, 12, and Alexandra 
Molly, 10. They make their home in 
Voorhees, NJ. 

Brademas speaks 
on the need 

of reforms in Turkey 
Former U.S. Representative in Congress, 

President Emeritus of New York University 
and longtime Chairman of the National En- 
dowment for Democracy John Brademas 
told Turkish business leaders in Istanbul 
last month that "a combination of three fac-
tors makes this moment one of historic op-
portunity for the advance of democracy in 
Turkey." 

Speaking to members and guests of 
TESEV, the Turkish Economic and Social 
Studies Foundation, Dr. Brademas listed 
"three powerful developments that can 
bring fundamental reform in the Turkish 
political system: 

I. the economic and financial crisis now 
facing the country 

"2. Turkey's candidacy for membership 
in the European Union 

"3. the rising importance of the institu-
tions of civil society in Turkish life." 

Dr. Brademas, for 22 years (1959-81) a 
Member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives (Democrat, Indiana), where he was 
Majority Whip, said, "I have been particu-
larly impressed by the commitment of so 
many Turkish leaders, especially in busi-
ness and industry and the universities, to 
political and economic reform." 

Chairman from 1993 to 2001 of the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, the U.S. 
nongovernmental organization that makes 
grants to private groups working for democ-
racy in countries that do not enjoy it, Dr. 
Brademas declared, "Democracy is the ba-
sic challenge the new Turkey faces in order 
to enter the New Europe." 

He noted that to gain accession to the 
European Union, Turkey must meet such 
criteria as reforming its political system, 
curbing military dominance over civilian 
authority, ensuring freedom of expression, 
cracking down on torture, combating cor-
ruption, reviewing the death penalty, grant-
ing cultural rights to minorities including 
Kurdish speakers, resolving the Cyprus is-
sue and improving relations with Greece. 

Dr. Brademas noted that among the stron-
gest voices calling for fundamental political 
reform and democratic advance in Turkey 
were Turkish, such as the leaders of TOSIAD, 
the country's major business and industrial 
association, and TESEV, Director of which, 
former Ambassador to the United Kingdom 
Ozdem Sanberk, chaired the event. 



The Peloponnesian War: 
The Spartan Invasions 

By DIMITRIS KITSOS 
B.A. (Hist.) M.A. (War Studies) D  

wring the first phase of the 
Peloponnesian War, known as 
the Archidamian War (431-421 

BC), the Spartans and their allies invaded 
Attica several times and ravaged the 
countryside. Also, in the third and final 
stage of the conflict, the Decelean War 
(413-404), the Spartans occupied and 
fortified the area of Decelea in northern 
Attica which served as a basis for con-
tinuous plundering until the defeat of 
Athens. 

This essay, based on the most impor-
tant surviving ancient sources and the in-
terpretations of modern historians, is an 
attempt to discuss briefly the question of 
how much damage the Spartan depreda-
tions caused to the Athenian war effort. 
Since there are differences between the 
two war periods in discussion, they are 
going to be treated separately. 

Before examining the main issue, a 
summary of Thucydides' narrative, con-
cerning the Peloponnesian expeditions in 
Attica during the Archidamian War, is nec-
essary. In the summer of 431, the army of 
the Peloponnesian League, lead by the 
Spartan king Archidamus, slowly marched 
into Athenian territory. After an unsuccess-
ful siege of the Oinoe fort, the invaders 
started ravaging the areas of Eleusis and 
the Thriasian plain before settling down  

in Acharnae. From there, they continued 
to devastate the area, hoping to drive the 
Athenians out of their walls and to pro-
voke social disunity among them. The 
Athenians, despite their fury and frustra-
tion, did not come out since the Periclean 
policy of avoiding major engagements fi-
nally prevailed; yet, cavalry squadrons 
were constantly being sent out in order 
to harass the enemy and protect the ar-
eas near the city. Realising that the en-
emy was not going to offer a pitched 
battle, Archidamus took his army from 
Acharnae and laid waste some demes 
between mount Parnes and mount 
Brilessus. Finally, after exhausting their 
supplies, the Peloponnesians withdrew 
to their homeland. 

At the beginning of the following sum-
mer, the forces of Archidamus struck 
again; they ravaged not only the Attic 
plain but also the east and west coastal 
regions as far as Laurium. Although the 
Peloponnesians retired earlier than they 
had initially intended because of the 
plague that broke out in Athens, this sec-
ond invasion was the longest and most 
destructive one, lasting for about forty 
days. 

The third offensive came in the sum-
mer of 428 with the army of Archidamus 
ravaging for some time the countryside 
and being harassed as usual by the Athe-
nian cavalry. Next year, the Pelopon-
nesian troops are reported to have de- 

stroyed everything that had grown up or 
had been spared during the previous 
invasions. The fifth and final expedition 
took place in the summer of 425 under 
the command of the young king Agis, son 
of Archidamus. When the astonishing 
news of the Spartan surrender at Pylos 
reached his camp Agis withdrew, having 
stayed in Attica only for fifteen days; 
besides, the weather had been rather 
bad and the corn was still green. After-
wards, the Athenians threatened to kill 
the Lacedaemonian prisoners if the 
Peloponnesians were to invade once 
more. Consequently, no other offensives 
were launched against Attica for the rest 
of the Archidamian War. 

Analysing the Spartan strategy of the 
Archidamian War is not the purpose of this 
essay but a few words, concerning the 
objectives of the Peloponnesian expedi-
tions, should be mentioned. It is certain 
that there were Greeks who believed that 
the Spartan depredations in Attica would, 
sooner or later, force the Athenians to 
submit as it had happened earlier in the 
First Peloponnesian War. Still, it must 
have been realised, by some Spartans at 
least, that perhaps this strategy might not 
work this time because the enemy might 
choose to abandon his lands since the 
powerful Athenian fleet could supply the 
city with the necessary provisions. 
Whether or not the annual invasions had 
really been the key factor of the Spartan 
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strategy during the Archidamian War is 
debatable. Most probably, the invasions 
and depredations, initially at least, had 
aimed at the submission of Athens in ac-
cordance with the traditional pattern of 
hoplite warfare; that is, causing food short-
ages and discomfort to the enemy, thus 
forcing him to accept the challenge and 
offer a battle. It is also possible that the 
invasions had not been the sole aspect 
of the Spartan grand strategy but a part of 
it, not necessarily the predominant one, 
or perhaps they had been launched sim-
ply because there were no other promis-
ing and realistic alternatives at that time. 
At any rate, the fact remains that the 
Peloponnesians ravaged Attica five 
times in seven years, naturally hoping 
to gain something from that. Whatever 
the Spartan goals might had been, let's 
see now what it had been really accom-
plished. 

In order to assess the damage caused 
to the Athenian war effort by the Spartan 
depredations we should have a brief look 
at several factors such as the Athenian 
counter-measures and their effectiveness, 
the kind and extent of devastation in-
flicted on the Attic land and search also 
for possible other problems that the in-
vasions created to Athens. The examina-
tion of all these factors will enable us to 
determine whether the Peloponnesian 
action in Attica had been successful and 
to what extent. 

The Athenians, in response to the in-
vasions, took several measures in order 
to limit the damage as much as possible. 
First of all, they evacuated the threatened 
areas and brought to Athens their house-
hold goods — even the woodwork from 
their houses — and sent their stock to 
Euboea and the nearby islands. Further-
more, the Athenian cavalry was used in 
the 'mobile defence' role, continually 
harassing the invaders and trying to pro-
tect the countryside, primarily the areas 
near the city and possibly the most im-
portant food supply districts. The vari-
ous border forts of Attica could have also 
taken part in this effort, although the ac-
tion of their garrisons would have been 
less important than that of the cavalry 
patrols. All this army activity was aimed 
not only at the protection of the land but 
also at boosting Athenian morale; under 
the circumstances, it appears to have 
been the best military response to the 
invaders. Finally, the imported supplies, 
although very costly, could replace the  

possible loss of foodstuff. After all, 
Pericles was not far from reality when he 
claimed in the assembly of the Athenians 
that 'with your navy as it is today there is 
no power on earth ...which can stop you 
from sailing where you wish'. It is almost 
certain though that the Athenians did not 
rely exclusively on risky and expensive 
imports and that farming did not really 
stop all over Attica during the 
Archidamian War. 

This brings us to the next issue in dis-
cussion. Concerning the kind and extent 
of the depredations there is no consen-
sus among modern historians. It has been 
suggested that the damage to Attica was 
really great. It appears though that the 
actual size of the devastation has been 
rather exaggerated, since many convinc-
ing arguments in favour of this view have 
been presented. 

There are several factors that seem to 
have prevented a large scale devastation 
during the Archidamian War. First of all, 
the duration of the invasions; it has been 
estimated that, throughout this phase of 
the war, the Peloponnesians ravaged 
Attica for less than 120 days. Having in 
mind the rough and peculiar Attic ter-
rain, it seems impossible that the invad-
ers could even reach—let alone system-
atically devastate—all the land in such 
a short period of time. Besides, not all of 
these 120 days were actually spent in 
ravaging and of course not all of the 
Peloponnesian troops were engaged in 
this activity. Also, the fact that the inva- 

sions planned for 429 and 426 never took 
place would have allowed the country-
side to recover. Furthermore, there is evi-
dence that large areas of Attica were 
spared by the invaders for religious or 
other reasons. In connection with the brief 
duration of the invasions it should be 
mentioned that the cereal harvest in 
Greece can cover a long period, depend-
ing on the location of the plot, the alti-
tude the local weather conditions, the 
species and varieties planted. Thus, the 
Athenian farmers had a relative advan-
tage over the ravagers, who would fail to 
lay hands on a quite large portion of the 
harvest since they would stay in Attica 
for only a few weeks each year. 

There are also some practical consid-
erations about the ancient methods of 
ravaging which add more weight to the 
argument that the devastation had not 
been so great. The destruction of crops, 
trees and farm buildings was a difficult 
and time-consuming task. For example, 
cutting down or burning olive trees and 
grain was not as easy, quick or efficient as 
it might seem today. Finally, the initial 
evacuation of certain areas by the Athe-
nians must have saved a lot, while the 
combined activity of the cavalry and the 
frontier garrisons must have contributed 
up to a point to the limitation of the agri-
cultural damage. 

No doubt, the invasions caused eco-
nomic losses but these can not have been 
alarming since, as Gomme wrote, 'we hear 
nothing of any special effect of the inva- 
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sions on Athenian finance during the 
Archidamian War'. So, it appears that the 
Peloponnesian ravaging of Attica had not 
been effective enough to seriously dam-
age the war effort. Yet, it had posed a 
kind of threat to the social unity of Ath-
ens, creating discontent, envy and pos-
sible friction between those farmers who 
had suffered the most and those urban-
ites or other farmers who had not. This 
psychological factor should not be ig-
nored although its effects did not finally 
reach dangerous levels. 

In conclusion, the Spartan strategy of 
depredations in Attica can be considered 
at least ineffective. The Spartans had not 
been able to force the Athenians out of 
their walls fora pitched battle nor to drive 
them to capitulation through starvation. 
According to Hanson, the real damage 
done to the Athenians '... was not the loss 
of agriculture, but the physical and psy-
chological problems caused by moving 
a great number of people off their lands 
into cramp and depressing conditions 
within the city walls'. (Finally, Thucydides 
himself and the unknown Oxyrhynchus 
Historian have stated that the invasions 
during the Archidamian War had done 
little damage to Attica in comparison 
with what happened later in the Decelean 
War. 

This brings us to the second part of 
the essay. In 413, at the beginning of 
spring, the Peloponnesians, under king 
Agis, invaded Attica and fortified 
Decelea. This was a place about 14 miles 
north-east of Athens on high stony ground 
and strategically important since it domi-
nated the route into Boetia. 

According to Thucydides, the Athe-
nians suffered a lot from the attacks of 
the enemy garrisons based in Decelea. 
The Peloponnesian activity created so 
much loss of property and man power 
that it was a major reason for the decline 
of Athens. Now the Athenians found them-
selves under continuous and great pres-
sure; they lost all their farm animals, they 
were unable to cultivate their fields and 
were obliged to import everything they 
needed by sea. Additionally, more than 
20,000 slaves deserted. The Athenian 
cavalry conducted patrols and made at-
tacks on the enemy every day, while the 
citizens had to be on alert all the time; 
the city became a fort. Consequently, the 
war expenses grew so much that Athens  

imposed a new tax on its subjects. 
Obviously, the Peloponnesians were 

now trying more vigorously and system-
atically to achieve what they had at-
tempted in the Archidamian War. They 
were determined to exhaust the Athenian 
resources and bring the enemy to his 
knees. Still, king Agis realised that even 
the continuous depredations would not 
be sufficient for this purpose and that 
serious naval operations should be un-
dertaken by the Peloponnesians. 

There is no doubt that the damage 
generally done during the Decelean War 
was far greater than ever before; the 
Peloponnesian ravaging and plundering 
parties operated at all seasons in Attica 
for almost 9 years. Concerning the extent 
of the agricultural devastation it is ar-
gued that, although it was considerable, 
it has been once again exaggerated. For 
example, Hanson suggests that olive 
trees and vines were not extensively de-
stroyed. Furthermore, the Athenian cav-
alry and infantry patrols together with 
the garrisons of the frontier forts pre-
vented up to a point a large scale devas-
tation, once again helped by the nature 
of the Attic terrain. Besides, the number 
of the enemy troops stationed in Decelea 
was most of the time rather small and 
inadequate to ravage Attica thoroughly. 

Whatever the exact size of the agri-
cultural damage might had been, it is 
not disputed that the domestic economy 
of Athens turned to the worse. The loss of 
property had been enormous. Slaves, 
animal stock and household goods were 
taken by the enemy; the silver mines of 
Laurium most possibly ceased to oper-
ate; moreover, due to the occupation of 
Decelea, all the imports had to be 
brought to the city via a longer route 
which added to the cost. Also, many Athe-
nians who lost their farms must have 
fallen into poverty and, consequently, to 
the lower class. The needs of all these 
people obliged the state to provide them 
with some means of survival and eco-
nomic measures were taken. Naturally, 
these measures added to the already 
heavy financial burden of Athens. One 
can imagine the condition and the feel-
ings of those impoverished people who 
had been denied access to their fields, 
had seen their farms plundered and had 
been compelled to live in overcrowded 
conditions within the walls and carry on  

fighting for the Athenian empire. 
In conclusion, it seems that 'the Spar-

tan fort at Decelea wore the Athenians 
down financially as well as physically 
and psychologically'. Yet, as Henderson 
comments, 'Decelea was a running sore 
... but though the evil was incurable it 
was not fatal'. The Peloponnesian dep-
redations this time caused very serious 
damage to the Athenian war effort but it 
was not that war of attrition which finally 
brought Athens down. King Agis, watch-
ing from Decelea the ships constantly 
carrying provisions to Piraeus, had re-
marked that it was useless to devastate 
Attica unless the Spartans were also able 
to control the sea. Athens had created an 
empire based on its navy and it appears 
that the only way for the Spartans to de-
feat that empire was to destroy its fleet. 
The end came at Aigos Potami. 
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Hellenic American 
Women's Council 

Hosts 
George J. Tenet 

L to R: Chrysoula Economopoulos, Theodora Hancock, Maria Stamoulas, 
George Tenet, Kathy Johnson, Stacey Sava. 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C.- On Wednes-
day, March 21, 2001, the Hellenic 
American Women's Council 

(HAWC) hosted the Honorable George J. 
Tenet, Director of Central Intelligence, at 
the Army and Navy Club for an elegant 
cocktail reception and lecture. While Mr. 
Tenet's remarks were strictly off-the-
record, he spoke eloquently and informa-
tively on the subject of future intelligence 
challenges confronting the United States 
and the international community at-large. 

The emcee for the evening, co-founder 
and past president of HAWC Theodora 
Hancock, launched the event by welcom-
ing honored guests and audience mem-
bers. Minister Grigorios Niotis, Greece's 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, fol-
lowed with introductory remarks and 
thanks upon his visit to the United States 
to help commemorate the occasion of 
Greek Independence Day. "HAWC repre-
sents the best of the Greek American com-
munity," Minister Niotis said. 

In addition to Mr. Tenet and Minister 
Niotis, the event was attended by a num-
ber of leading members of the Greek-
American, Greek and Cypriot communities 
both within the United States and abroad, 
including: His Excellency Alexander Philon, 
Greek Ambassador to the U.S.; Her Excel-
lency Erato Kozakou Marcoullis, Cypriot 
Ambassador to the U.S. and HAWC mem-
ber; several former and current members 
of Congress; and a number of Greek Par-
liamentarians. Also present were promi-
nent leaders of the Greek American com-
munity, including the Hon. Eugene T. 
Rossides, Chairman of the American Hel-
lenic Institute; Mr. Andrew Athens, World 
President of the Council of Hellenes 
Abroad; and Mr. Christos Tomaras, Vice 
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President for North and South America at 
the World Council of Hellenes Abroad. 

According to Ms. Hancock, "The event 
was a success at all levels. It brought to- 
gether members of the community - gov-
ernment officials, business leaders, profes-
sionals and students - in a congenial at-
mosphere, and it ex-
posed them to the 
foremost leader of the 
U.S. intelligence com-
munity. It was indeed 
an honor to host the 
Director of Central In-
telligence. The fact 
that he is one of us (a 
Greek American) 
makes it even more 
important." 

This event is one 
example of the ever-
expanding array of cul-
tural and educational 
offerings and enrich-
ment opportunities for 
HAWC members and 
the community at-
large. In this manner, 
HAWC continues to ad-
dress and satisfy the 
needs of its members 
while striving to play a 
key future role in edu-
cating the American 
public on issues re-
lated to our common 
Hellenic heritage. 

The 	Hellenic 
American Women's 
Council (HAWC) is a 
nonpartisan, nation-
wide network whose  

mission is to identify and harness the tre-
mendous talents of Hellenic American 
women. HAWC encourages awareness of 
public policy issues and promotes women 
who wish to play leadership roles in their 
communities, the nation and their profes-
sional fields of endeavor. 
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Books  

GREEK RESISTANCE AND THE BRITISH CONNECTION 

By Orestes Varvitsiotes 

GUERRILLA WARFARE & ESPIONAGE 
IN GREECE: 1940-1944 
By Andre Gerolymatos 
Pella, New York, 1992 

Although it is almost 50 years since the turbulent events of 
the German Occupation and the Greek Civil War, the subject 
still stirs strong emotions to those who were involved or wit-
nessed them. Greece has come a long way since then; and 
although she has paid a very heavy price, today one marvels 
at the level of its economic development, the degree of stabil-
ity of its social structure and the inclusiveness of its demo-
cratic institutions. Now part of the European Union, Greece is 
the leading country in the region, a stabilizing force, and a role 
model to the neighboring countries emerging from 50 years of 
communist rule and eager to enter the new world order of glo-
balization. These developments as well as time have made it 
easier for the Greek polity to come to reconciliation and thus 
heal substantially the emotional wounds caused by these past 
events. Also, there are many who have altered their ideologi-
cal allegiance and/or perceptions. But still it is not a subject 
that is likely to be discussed in quiet tones or with disinterest-
ing objectivity. Nevertheless, it is time that these events are 
examined with courage as well as with sensitivity. Equally 
important, arguments based on bias and fanaticism should 
be discarded, and propaganda should not be a substitute for 
objectivity nor falsehoods, for facts. It is time that the events 
of that period are submitted to scrutiny and to the judgment of 
History. Like every tragedy, there is need for catharsis. 

Professor Gerolymatos deals with this difficult and sensi-
tive subject apparently free of prejudice and bias. Thus, he 
joins a select group of historians who have done an equally 
responsible research and objective analysis of the period, 
among them: John L. Hondros, John latrides, J.S. Koliopoulos, 
Marc Mazower, W.H. McNeill, and L. S. Wittner Of course, there 
are a few "historians" who persist in rehashing established 
historical mythology, i.e., propaganda that was quite preva-
lent during the Cold War years. However, as more information 
becomes available by the declassification of the various ar-
chives, a more accurate assessment is becoming attainable. 
After all, as a reviewer in the Sunday Times Book Review put it, 
The task of the historian is not to rewrite the past or to obfuscate it or 

make apologies for it, but to help us understand it". 
Before he gets to the main subject of this thoroughly re-

searched book, Professor Andre Gerolymatos devotes a good  

part of it in reviewing the development and evolution of the 
British Intelligence Services: from their infancy in the late 
1800's, through the First World War, the interwar period, (espe-
cially after the Spanish civil war and the Munich Agreement), 
until the genesis of the Special Operations Executive (SOE), 
the branch that was to play a very crucial role in Greece during 
the Occupation. In a way, this historical overview could have 
been a separate book, more appealing to the specialist or the 
historian. It is an extra bonus to those who have the patience 
and the interest to read it, as they must, since it comprises Part 
I of the book. Therein, Professor Gerolymatos documents the 
inter-service rivalry within the British Government, which ulti-
mately would result in contradictory policies, conflicting com-
mitments and opposing attitudes. However, an additional rea-
son for these apparent contradictions in British policy is the 
fact that British objectives shifted or changed during the con-
duct of the war, and, as a result, so did their policies and tac-
tics. 

A major point in Gerolymatos's estimation is that the Brit-
ish inadvertently effected the formation and allowed the par-
allel existence of different resistance groups and factions with 
different longer term objectives and interests, although, at 
least in the beginning, their common objective was the defeat 
of the Axis powers. Certain attempts made to reach an accom-
modation and a mutually agreed upon common ground failed. 
The exemption of course, was the destruction of the 
Gorgopotamos viaduct' , which was accomplished by the Brit-
ish SOE forces with the help of both ELAS and EDES2 . Never-
theless, this failure to reach an agreement and develop some 
sort of cooperation and mutual understanding among the re-
sistance groups would ultimately lead to infighting and civil 
war. It could be surmised, however, that such an outcome was 
not entirely detrimental to British interests. On the contrary: as 
it happens, by playing one faction against the other(s), it en-
abled the British to become the final arbiters of all develop-
ments in Greece. 

In the beginning of the war, when Britain was faced with its 
greatest danger, British Intelligence set out to organize the 
resistance forces in occupied Europe in order to divert Ger-
man manpower and materiel from the various war fronts, and 
thus weaken the effectiveness of the Wehrmacht. In Greece 
they turned first to those elements that were willing, even ea-
ger, to take risks, indeed, put their lives on the line: commu-
nists and disgruntled Republicans. These elements had been 
either persecuted or marginalized by the Metaxas regime, and 
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their involvement in the Resistance would afford them the 
opportunity to participate in the war against Fascism. 
Gerolymatos quotes the British historian, Richard Clogg: "Many 
senior Venizelist officers became willing agents of the SOE in the fall and 
winter of 1940-41 because the Metaxas regime had refused them permis-
sion to fight the Italians." Another reason for the preference for 
those who were politically committed and had opposed the 
Metaxas regime was that the British were suspicious of Metaxas 
and of his true loyalties. In fact, they considered him pro-
German. Also, "...the use of Communists and Republicans by the 
SOE can be attributed to their willingness and ability to work under-
ground. In contrast, those loyal to the Greek Government and the king 
were not interested because they believed in an ultimate Axis victory". 
The old line politicians, on the other hand, refused to join the 
Resistance, but were also antithetical to the king; the military 
officers who took part in the war against the Italians and Ger-
mans considered that Greece had done its part for the Allied 
cause and there was no need to do anything more. This was 
before the Battle of Stalingrad, when the war was going badly 
for the Allies, and the German forces seemed unbeatable. In 
fact, the Greek conservatives feared that such activity was 
senseless and it would just cause severe hardship and repris-
als by the Germans. It appears that the king and Tsouderos, 
his prime minister, were driven by similar concerns and thus 
were also not in favor of organizing a resistance movement in 
Greece. They also feared that in the end the resistance forces 
might turn against them. Therefore, their preoccupation was 

"to consolidate their power against the encroachments from the Venizelist 
and anti-monarchist exiles (rather) than to help form the resistance". As 
a result, this left the field wide open for the Communist-domi-
nated EAM3 /ELAS to attract all those who were willing to op-
pose the occupiers, however dissimilar their political beliefs 
or pre-dictatorship party affiliations: from Communists to so-
cialists to Republicans to anti-monarchist conservatives, to 
plain patriots. What no one had foreseen is that the Greek 
people would respond in such numbers and with such fervor 
to the call. As C. M. Woodhouse describes it: "The right wing and 
monarchists were slower than their opponents in deciding to resist the 
occupation, and were therefore of little use to the Allies until it was too 
late". Thus, under the sanctioning, guidance and assistance of 
the British, the political Left and the Republicans became the 
two main forces of the Resistance, especially in the mountains 
(ELAS and EDES4 , respectively), although the republicans, 
according to Woodhouse "were perhaps thought not to be as danger-
ous politically as the Communists". 

Another important element in the situation was the fact that 
the king failed to dismantle the dictatorship upon Metaxas's 
death in 1941 and take advantage of the opportunity to form a 
government of national unity. Such a gesture would have won 
him a considerable amount of good will, and would have 
helped in the cleansing of his original sin, i.e., the imposition 
of the dictatorship in 1936. Later on, by moving to London, "He 
was isolated from other Greeks who continued to make their way to the 
Middle East throughout the Occupation and who could have given him a 
realistic posture of the political situation in Greece". This isolation of 
the king actually made him a captive of the British, which 
suited British interests just fine. A weak Greek government 
could not enforce the claims it had already begun to raise on 
Northern Epirus, the Dodecanese and Cyprus, and would de-
pend on the British to remain in power. As a result of the king's 
isolation and dependence on Britain, it was SOE that was di-
recting the resistance forces in Greece, not the government-in-
exile! An Anglo-Greek Committee that was formed for the pur- 
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pose of overseeing and directing all intelligence and guerrilla 
warfare operations in Greece, after a short-lived existence, 
was abolished, when Panayotis Kanellopoulos, its concep-
tual godfather, resigned from the government. On the other 
hand, it is only natural and to be expected that those groups 
that were fighting on the side of the Allies would want and 
expect to be counted and consulted in the political develop-
ments following the liberation. And here, of course, we have 
an unbridgeable cleavage: the Left demanding that the king 
would not return to Greece prior to a plebiscite to be held in 
order to settle the issue of the monarchy, and the king's un-
equivocal rejection of such a demand, with the approval and 
encouragement of both Churchill and Roosevelt. It was very 
late in the game when the king, under pressure from prime 
minister George Papandreou, intimated that he would delay 
his return to Greece for an undetermined period of time. 
Gerolymatos appropriately makes the point that, as a result of 
the preoccupation of the entire Greek political leadership with 
the question of monarchy, the national interests of Greece were 
set aside and sacrificed. 

As the title of the book suggests, Gerolymatos also deals 
with the special role that British Intelligence played in orga-
nizing, not only the guerrilla warfare in the mountains of Greece 
as alluded above, but also in organizing another, lesser known 
and little appreciated facet of their activity, namely, espio-
nage and sabotage behind the enemy lines, especially in the 
cities and towns. Another of their concerns was helping the 
British soldiers who were left behind to escape. It is 
Gerolymatos's contention that these activities of espionage 
and sabotage contributed as much, if not more, to the Allied 
cause, as did the guerrillas. But as with all their operations in 
Greece, the British did not follow a well conceived and laid 
out plan. As a result, the ad hoc approach they developed would 
lead to competition between services, cross over of responsi-
bilities and plain blunders. Nevertheless, a respectable 
amount of sabotage activities was developed, albeit with a 
heavy loss of lives. Operations with code names like Prometheus, 
Prometheus II and Apollo were successful in causing consider-
able damage to the enemy. Other clandestine groups were 
organized spontaneously in order to assist British soldiers to 
escape, taking enormous risks in the process. One of the most 
successful networks of this kind was that of Lela Karagianni. It 
is both interesting and touching to relate how she became 
involved: 

"One afternoon (10 May 1941), she noticed from her balcony a 
young man holding onto a lamppost. At first, the man appeared to be 
drunk, but upon closer examination she ascertained that he was British 
and possibly injured. He was given away by his height and blond hair. As 
it turned out, the young man was an Australian soldier named John 
Wilson who had been hiding but was now attempting to find medical 
assistance because his wound had become infected. Karagianni took the 
man in, and from this point on she became an active member of the 
underground. Through  Wilson she discovered the whereabouts of other 
Allied soldiers and established a network of safe houses to hide them until 
arrangements were made to get them out of Greece. Within a short time, 
her organization was responsible for over 150 Allied soldiers; it was no 
mean feat to feed and look after all these men during the famine. She sold 
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all her jewelry and with the proceeds purchased a small boat, which she 
used to send the first group to Alexandria. Upon his return, the captain of 
the boat, Ilias Chrysinis, brought back gold sovereigns, arms, and a radio 
transmitter". 

Later on, her activities expanded to include espionage 
and sabotage since by that time there were few Allied troops 
to care for. In that area too she proved to be one of the most 
successful agents: gained access to various Axis agencies 
through individuals she had recruited; managed to get the 
services of dissatisfied Italians and anti-Nazi Germans who 
supplied her with lists of collaborators; warned the British that 
the German security services had smuggled a team of Greek-
speaking Bulgarians to Egypt with the purpose to infiltrate the 
Greek armed forces and the British intelligence services; col-
lected information on Axis shipping, which resulted in the 
destruction of several German and Italian ships; and the un-
dercover work of another of her agents resulted in the sinking 
of several German ships and submarines. All in all, quite a 
feat! Finally, she was arrested by the SS on 11 July 1944, but 
did not break down under torture and spilled no names. On 7 
September 1944, just one month before liberation, she was 
executed by machine-gun fire, along with sixty-five men and 
women. 

After the invasion of Italy and the concomitant downgrad-
ing of Greece's importance in the Allied strategic plans in wag-
ing the war, the British began to shift their concerns from win-
ning the war to mapping out the political landscape after the 
war. In Greece, defeating the Left became now their priority. As 
indicated previously, the EAM/ELAS forces had become the 
dominant force in occupied Greece. The only counter balance 
to EAM/ELAS were a now tainted EDES5  and the Security Bat-
talions, the collaborationist forces organized by the quisling 
government of loannis Rallis in the spring of 1943, and armed 
by the Germans. The people who comprised them were former 
supporters of the Metaxas regime, monarchists, and those re-
publicans who had become alarmed by the "communist danger", 
drummed up by the German propaganda machine. After the 
surrender of Italy, the Security Battalions replaced the Ital-
ians, which enabled the Germans to transfer some of their 
forces from Greece to other fronts where they were facing pres-
sure by the Allies. However, somehow the British remained 
ambivalent towards them and avoided their outright denun-
ciation, to the great consternation and protests of EAM/ELAS. 
In the summer of 1944, they asked Lela Karagianni to ap-
proach Dertilis, their commander, in order to convince him to 
turn against the Germans and assist the Allies, should there 
be a landing in Greece. Dertilis indicated he would, if their 
action would be taken into account after the war by the Greek 
government. Another development that proved to be a bo-
nanza to the British was the mutiny of the Greek armed forces 
in the Middle East, as it gave the British the opportunity to 
purge the armed forces of left-wing and republican elements. 
And in George Papandreou, who took over as prime minister, 
they found a brilliant and charismatic orator, who was able to 
turn the tables and put the Left on the defensive. The Left too 
contributed to its own demise by a series of retreats: the Plaka 
agreement, which ended the fighting between ELAS and EDES, 
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joining the government-in-exile without securing a clear-cut 
decision on the future of the monarchy, the Lebanon and 
Caserta Agreements, and of course its capitulation in Varkiza, 
following the failed December 1944 uprising. Unknown to them 
was the Churchill-Stalin agreement about their respective 
spheres of influence, which accorded Greece to Britain. Now 
the British had a free hand to try to shape the political devel-
opments in Greece following liberation. Their basic preoccu-
pation at the time was to bring back the king. Until that could 
be arranged, however, they were determined to retain control 
of the army' and through the army, control the political events. 
Here is how Gerolymatos assesses the fateful developments 
and the maneuvering by both sides to gain an edge: "Between 
the end of October and early December, events seem to move increasingly 
toward another civil war. On 31 October the Papandreou government 
proclaimed that the resistance had come to an end, and on November I it 
announced that all guerilla and resistance organizations as well as the 
civil police forces would be disbanded on 10 December. In their place, 
Papandreou declared, the Greek government would set up a new national 



guard and mobilize a new army. According to latrides7  , the KKE (the 
Communist Party of Greece) attempted to recruit volunteers for the 
new national guard from the ranks of ELAS and submitted the names to 
the Greek government of those who accepted. Yet three weeks later, when 
it published the list of the officers who were to command the forces, along 
with those acceptable to EAM-ELAS, the Greek government included 
some members of the Security Battalions. For EAM-ELAS the crucial 
issue was that the establishment of a new army and national guard had 
to be broadly based and not built around the (right- wing) 3rd Moun-
tain Brigade and the Sacred Squadron. In addition, the large number of 
officers who had served in ELAS had to have equal access to commanding 
the new forces. Furthermore, EAM refused to disband ELAS unless the 
Greek government dissolved the 3rd  Mountain Brigade, the Sacred Squad-
ron and the ultra-right-wing organization X. Indeed, the problem of 
demobilization quickly escalated into a crisis and was interpreted by the 
British as a trial of strength between the Greek government and EAM. 
On 7 November Churchill informed Papandreou that the British forces 
were at the disposal of the Greek government, and every effort was made 
to transfer the 3rd Mountain Brigade to Athens. On 9 November the 3rd  
Mountain Brigade arrived in Athens, and its presence, according to 
Hondros, was the provocation which ignited the December explosion'. 
This conclusion is denied by Leeper (the British Ambassador), who 
remained convinced that 'EAM's attempt to seize power would have been 
made just the same'. The analysis of latrides, and the extant evidence he 
has provided, sustains Hondros's assertion that the arrival of the 3rd Moun-
tain Brigade in Athens forced EAM to seek a confrontation with the 
Greek government and the British. The clash came on 3 December 1944 
when a mass demonstration by EAM-ELAS was fired upon by the Greek 
police, killing twenty-two demonstrators. ELAS responded by a general 
attach on most of the police stations throughout Athens, and within a few 
days, Greece was engulfed in a civil war." 

Unfortunately, this was not the end. Greater misfortunes 
were to befall Greece and the Greek people: the reign of White 
Terror in 1945-46, and the ultimate confrontation, the Greek 
civil war (1946-49). 

Footnotes: 
1 The day of the occurrence, Novemer 26, is now celebrated as Resistance 

Day. 
2 ELAS, acronym for Ellinikos Laikos Apeleftherotikos Stratos (Greek 
People's Liberation Army) and EDES for Ethnikos Democratikos Ellinikos 
Syndesmos ( Greek National Democratic Association). 
3 EAM, acronym for Elliniko Apeleftherotiho Metopo (Greek Liberation 
Front). 
4 ELAS was by far the larger in numbers (in excess of 25,000 vs. less 

than 5,000 for EDES), and organized in the entire country and the 
islands, except the region of Epirus, the only territory controlled by EDES. 
5 EDES was no longer anti-monarchist: under British pressure, Zervas 

had conceded to the return of the king in Greece. More damaging, though, 
were accusations that Zervas had been in contact with the Germans, and 
actually was saved by them when EDES clashed with ELAS in October 
1943. 
6 Ironically, it is the attempt by George Papandreou as prime minister in 
1965 to bring the Army under the control of the government that led to 
his confrontation with King Constantine, and ultimately to the imposi-
tion of the dictatorship of the Colonels in 1967. 
7 Revolt in Athens: The Greek Communist "Second Round," 1944-

1945. Princeton University Press, 1972 Greek-American Review /May 2001 35 



Weschester Hellenes Meet With Gilman Michael Faklis 
Dies at 73 

Left to right: John Sitilides, Executive Director of the Western Policy Center in Washington, DC; James 
Zafiros, Westchester Chapter President; Ben Gilman, Congressman 20th CD and Ms. Georgia Nickles 
Gilman and Peter J. Pappas, Statewide Chairman of the New York State Hellenic American Republican 
Association. 

On, March 19th, The Westchester 
Chapter of the New York State Hellenic 
American Republican Association 
(NYSHARA) presented the issue "A New 
Administration" what does it mean for 
Greece, Cyprus and Turkey? 

The program featured Congressman 
Ben Gilman, Chairman Emeritus of the 
House International Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the House For-
eign Relations Committee. Congressman 
Gilman's remarks included an insider's 
perspective on the Eastern Mediterra-
nean and the prospects for a long-term 
resolution to the Cyprus problem. 

John Sitilidis, Executive Director of the 
Western Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C. served as program moderator and 
stimulated considerable audience par-
ticipation on issues dealing with the re-
gion. 

James Zafiros, Westchester Chapter 
President along with his Executive Com-
mittee welcomed more than 100 guests 
at the Holy Trinity Community Center in 
New Rochelle, including the following 
members of the diplomatic community: 
Consul General Vassilis Philippou, of 
Cyprus in New York, Ambassador Andrew 
J. Jacovides of Cyprus, former Ambassa- 

dor to the United Nations and Washing-
ton, Ambassador/Deputy Permanent UN 
Representative Segun Apata of Nigeria 
and former head of Nigerian Mission in 
Athens and Ms. Despina Poulou, repre-
senting the Consul General of Greece. 

In addition, Westchester County Re-
publican Chairman Jim Cavanaugh and 
Statewide Chairman Peter J. Pappas of 
NYSHARA were also in attendance. 

Chapter President Zafiros stated the 
program was presented to the commu-
nity as a public service to better inform 
them on the status of events in the east-
ern Mediterranean. Certainly, with a 
large turnout and a spirited dialogue, the 
evening was a spectacular success. 

EstiatorOnLine 
The Only 
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Food Industry 

Michael Faklis, 73 years old, who died 
recently, was a long-time employee of 
the A. G. Spanos Companies and the San 
Diego Chargers, the National Football 
League, until his retirement in 1991. Mr. 
Faklis was special assistant to Head 
Coach Don Coryell and assistant coach 
for seven years, a job that was the ulti-
mate/ fulfillment of his dreams. 

Mike Faklis was born in Florida, in 
the ftshing town of Tarpon Springs, where 
he grew up and lived until he moved to 
Stockton, California in 1987. His parents, 
Despina and Nikitas Papafaklis, left 
their birthplace, the island of Simi, 
Greece, in the early 1900s, and settled 
in Tarpon Springs, where they had their 
two children, Faye and Mike. 

During his high school years, he ex-
celled in both basketball and football 
at his alma mater Tarpon High School, 
where he became the starting quarter-
back for the Tarpon High School Spong-
ers, a take-off on the thriving sponge-div-
ing business of the town. Noted for his 
speed and quickness, he earned the 
nickname "Mando," short for commando. 

After his military service, Mike Faklis 
attended the University of Florida where 
he earned his degree in education, with 
a minor in math. For the next fifteen years, 
Mr. Faklis taught math at Hillsborough 
High and then at Tarpon High School, 
where he also coached baseball, foot-
ball and basketball, guiding his teams 
to winning seasons. However, when his 
only sister, Faye, married and moved to 
Stockton, Mike, his wife Coring, and their 
two children followed in 1967. Initially, 
Mike continued his teaching career at 
Lodi and Manteca schools, but soon 
made a career changing decision when 
he joined A.G. Spanos Construction, 
where he eventually became vice-presi-
dent in charge of leasing. During these 
years, Mr. Faklis also earned his master's 
degree from the University of Pacific in 
physical education. 

Mike is survived by his wife, Coring; 
two children, Nick and Kia; their spouses, 
Holly and Tom; four grandchildren, Eleni, 
Elizabeth, Michael and Anthony; his sis-
ter, Faye; and an extended family of neph-
ews, nieces, and cousins. 
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Mr. Amos Pampaloni 
and Captain Corelli's Mandolin 

Kephalonia a small, rocky island in the 
Ionian Sea has never loomed large in the 
world consciousness. Until, that is, the pub-
lication of Louis de Bernieres' novel, Cap-
tain Corelli's Mandolin. 

The book describes the romance be-
tween Pelagia, a local doctor's daughter, and 
Captain Corelli, a captain in the Italian army, 
and is mainly set during the Italian occupa-
tion of Kephalonia during the Second World 
War. 

The book remains on the bestseller lists 
three years after publication, and is even 
featured in the screen romance between 
Hugh Grant and Julia Roberts in the film 
Notting Hill. 

The physical world which de Bemieres 
describes has been almost completely de-
stroyed, as a cataclysmic earthquake razed 
the island to rubble in 1953. 

The Ionian islands of Ithaka, Kefallonia 
and Zakinthos were all badly hit by the 
earthquake in 1953; all have rebuilt, but on 
Kefallonia and more so on Zakinthos entire 
Venetian towns have been lost. Kefallonia, 
once part of Odysseus' kingdom and lying 
spoon-in-spoon with Ithaka, is the largest 
and most mountainous island of the Ionian 
group. Forests of fir cover the slopes, giving 
them a somber look, while peaks 1525 
meters high burst incoming rain clouds, sud-
den thunderstorms watering the occasional 
meadowlands and valleys rich with flow-
ers, fruits and shrubs in a landscape other-
wise lacking the luxuriance of Corfu or 
Zakinthos. 

During the Residency here of Sir Charles 
Napier, roads were built and the water sup-
ply improved - 'every hour not employed to 
do her good appears wasted'; he played 
host to his friend Byron who admired the 
island in those last months before crossing 
over to Messolongi. 

Visitors arriving by boat will probably 
put in at Sami, on the channel separating 
Kefallonia from Ithaka. Here Don John of 
Austria's fleet lay at anchor before its tri-
umph over the Turks at Lepanto. The town is 
entirely modem; a busy transit point rather 
than a congenial place to stay, its vast peb-
bly beach too impersonal. On the hills 
above the town are the remains of ancient 

By Prof. JOHN A. KOUMOULIDES 
(Ball State University) 

Sami, capital of the island in classical times. 
Preferable is the modem capital of Argostoli, 
beautifully situated along an inlet within 
the great Bay of Livadi to the west, about 25 
kms by road across the island. The Archaeo-
logical Museum has an extensive collec-
tion of Mycenaean finds; indeed only at 
Mycenae itself have greater treasures been 
found. In the Koryalenios Public Library and 
Folk Museum there are some fascinating 
photographs of the 190' century Argostoli 
and of the 1953 earthquake. 

The British-built causeway and bridge 
across the inlet have turned its inner reach 
into a lagoon, a walk of 5 kms all around; to 
the east of the lagoon are the considerable 
walls of the ancient Kranioi. Another walk is 
to the north where inlet and bay become 
one - here near Katovothri there is a recon-
structed sea mill. In 1835, an Englishman 
discovered that sea water was rushing into 
a rock tunnel and disappearing under-
ground, to rise again no one knew where. 
He built a corn-mill on the spot, but the 
mystery of the water was not solved until 
the 1960's when Austrian scientists dumped 
dye down the tunnel and to their astonish-
ment found it appearing again 16 kms away 
in the semi-underground lake at Melissani 
near Sami, having plunged beneath the cen-
tral mountain range. The 1953 earthquake 
has retarded the flow and the present mill 
turns by electricity. By bus from Plate ia 
Valianos you can reach two of the finest 
beaches in these islands, Platis Yialos and 
Makris Yialos, 3.5 kms south of town. 

On a hill outside the village of Kastro 8 
kms southeast of Argostoli, soars the per-
fect phantom of the medieval past, the Ve-
netian Castle of St. George. Until the mid 
18th Century the island capital stood be- 

By Philip Willan 

The romance on a beautiful Greek is 
land that inspired the story of Cap-
tain Corelli 's Mandolin was in real 

life never consummated. 
The love story, as told by Louis de  

neath its massive battlements from which 
there are splendid views. During the sec-
ond half of 1823 Byron lived between here 
and the sea at Metaxata: 'Standing at the 
window of my apartment in this beautiful 
village, the calm though cool serenity of a 
beautiful and transparent Moonlight, show-
ing the Islands, the Mountains, the Sea, with 
a distant outline of the Morea traced be-
tween the double Azure of the waves and 
the skies, has quieted me enough to be able 
to write'. 

Napier's round-island road to the north 
is long and arduous, though to save making 
it a round-trip you can leave the island from 
Fiskardo, the Corfu-Patras ferry calling there 
once weekly. On the west coast, at the neck 
of a headland surmounted by a ruined Ve-
netian castle, is the picturesque village of 
Assos, its color-washed houses in gay relief 
to the stem grandeur of the sea and moun-
tains around. A sand beach lies just to the 
south. Continuing to the extremity of the pen-
insula brings you to the only place on 
Kefallonia left undamaged by the 1953 
earthquake: the 18th and 19th century 
houses at Fiskardo are typical of the island's 
pre-concrete architecture. A ruined church 
on the nearby headland could be 11th cen-
tury Norman - Fiskardo takes its name from 
the Norman conqueror of Sicily Robert 
Guiscard who died here in 1085. ( 1 ) 

Captain Corelli, in real name, Amos 
Pampaloni age 90 and living in Florence, 
Italy, in an interview printed in The Sunday 
Observer, London, 8 April 2001, presents a 
much different account from both the book, 
Captain Corelli's Mandolin and the film star-
ring Nicolas Cage and Penelope Cruz. What 
follows is the perspective of Mr. Pampaloni. 

Bernieres in his best-selling novel - re-
leased as a film starring Nicolas Cage 
and Penelope Cruz-flowered in passion 
before the couple were torn apart. Last 
week the man on whom it was loosely 
modeled spoke about it for the first time, 
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The Real Corelli plays down 
his War Romance 



telling The Observer very different story. 
Amos Pampaloni is 90 now, living with 

his wife Marisa in Florence. De Bernieres 
has always insisted his hero was a com-
posite figure. His mandolin was an inven-
tion arising from his own mastery of the 
instrument. But, like the hero of the book, 
Pampaloni was a captain in the 33rd ar-
tillery regiment of the Acqui division, 
sent by Mussolini to occupy Cephalonia. 

Like Antonio Corelli, Pampaloni fell in 
love with a Cephalonian girl, participated 
in the first military action against the Ger-
mans after the Italian armistice, and mi-
raculously survived an attempted execu-
tion. 

The book describes a love affair that 
gradually blossoms in an atmosphere of 
suspicion and hostility between a 
Cephalonian girl and the unwelcome Ital-
ian officer who is billeted in her home, 
forcing her to give up her bed. 

Pampaloni said last week: 'My true love 
story was very simple. It was a platonic 
relationship with a young girl aged 18, 
while I was then 33.' 

He recalled: She was the daughter of 
a Greek gentleman I knew, who used to 
invite me to lunch. I was tall and blond, 
with blue eyes, so different from the rest 
of her friends, and she was very smitten 
with me.' 

The relationship never went beyond 
kissing and cuddling, partly because of 
the age difference between the two and 
partly because of a sense of responsi-
bility Pampaloni felt towards her father. 
She was the daughter of someone who 
invited me into his home. I could have 
made love to her but I didn't. I never took 
advantage of this girl,' he said. Fiction 
departed from reality in another sense, 
he added. There were no tensions to be 
overcome between the foreign occupier 
and the patriotic Greek girl. 

We fraternized with the Greeks. The 
Italian soldier doesn't know how to play 
the conqueror, as the English did. He 
would share his bread with the local chil-
dren.' 

Pampaloni's path towards artistic im-
mortality began in the early 1960's, when 
he published a brief memoir of his ex-
periences in Cephalonia in the magazine 
II Ponte. 

The article aroused the interest of the 
historian and novelist Marcello Venturi, 
who interviewed the former captain and 
traveled to Cephalonia to research the 
tragedy of Italy's 11,500 strong occupa-
tion force, all but exterminated by the 

Germans in September 1943. 
Venturi's novel, White Flag at 

Cephalonia, was translated into English 
in 1966 and is acknowledged as a source 
by de Bernieres. The real Pelagia was a 
schoolteacher, who later married a doc-
tor and moved to Athens. 'The romantic 
story was all on her side,' said Venturi, 
who would not offer clues as to her real 
identity. Interest in this period of history 
was heightened last month by the publi-
cation of two German soldiers' diaries 
recounting the atrocities, which has  

caused intense soul-searching among 
their countrymen. Pampaloni said last 
week: Some veterans are pressing for 
an apology from the German government, 
but that's ridiculous. We must concen-
trate on a united Europe and a culture of 
peace."' (2) 

1. Guide to Greece. (London, 1985) Page 
237-38 

2. Philip Willan, The Real Corelli plays 
down his War Romance", The Sunday Observer. 
(London, 8 April 2001) Page 7. 
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The Golden Fleece 
and Medea 

By THOMAS BULFINCH (1796-1867) 

The Golden Fleece 
In very ancient times there lived in 

Thessaly a king and queen named and 
Nephele. They had two children, a boy 
and a girl. After a time Athamas grew in-
different to his wife, put her away, and 
took another. Nephele suspected dan-
ger to her children from the influence of 
the step-mother, and took measures to 
send them out of her reach. Mercury () 
assisted her, and gave her a ram with a 
golden fleece, on which she set the two 
children, trusting that the ram would con-
vey them to a place of safety. The ram 
vaulted into the air with the children on 
his back, taking his course to the East, 
till when crossing the strait that divides 
Europe and Asia, the girl, whose name 
was Helle, fell from his back into the sea, 
which from her was called the Hellespont 
Imapj,- now the Dardanelles Imapl. The 
ram continued his career till he reached 
the kingdom of , on the eastern shore of 
the Black Sea, where he safely landed 
the boy , who was hospitably received 
by AEetes, king of the country. Phryxus 
sacrificed the ram to Jupiter (Zeus), and 
gave the Golden Fleece to AEetes, who 
placed it in a consecrated grove, under 
the care of a sleepless dragon. 

There was another kingdom in 
Thessaly near to that of Athamas, and 
ruled over by a relative of his. The king 
AEson, being tired of the cares of gov-
ernment, surrendered his crown to his 
brother Pelias on condition that he should 
hold it only during the minority of Jason, 
the son of AEson. When Jason was grown 
up and came to demand the crown from  

his uncle, Pelias pretended to be willing 
to yield it, but at the same time sug-
gested to the young man the glorious ad-
venture of going in quest of the Golden 
Fleece, which it was well known was in 
the kingdom of Colchis, and was, as 
Pelias pretended, the rightful property 
of their family. Jason was pleased with 
the thought and forthwith made prepa-
rations for the expedition. At that time 
the only species of navigation known to 
the Greeks consisted of small boats or 
canoes hollowed out from trunks of trees, 
so that when Jason employed Argus to 

build him a vessel capable of contain-
ing fifty men, it was considered a gigan-
tic undertaking. It was accomplished, 
however, and the vessel named "Argo," 
from the name of the builder. Jason sent 
his invitation to all the adventurous 
young men of Greece, and soon found 
himself at the head of a band of bold 

youths, many of whom afterwards were 
renowned among the heroes and demi-
gods of Greece. Hercules, Theseus, 
Orpheus, and Nestor were among them. 
They are called the Argonauts, from the 
name of their vessel. 

The "Argo" with her crew of heroes left 
Thessaly and having touched at the Is-
land of Lemnos, thence crossed to Mysia 
and thence to 'map]. Here they found 
the sage Phineus, and from him received 
as to their future course. It seems the en-
trance of the Euxine Sea was impeded 
by two small rocky islands, which floated 
on the surface, and in their tossings and 
heavings occasionally came together, 
crushing and grinding to atoms any ob-
ject that might be caught between them. 
They were called the , or Clashing Is-
lands. Phineus instructed the Argonauts 
how to pass this dangerous strait . When 
they reached the islands they let go a 
dove, which took her way between the 
rocks, and passed in safety, only losing 
some feathers of her tail. Jason and his 
men seized the favourable moment of 
the rebound, plied their oars with vigour, 
and passed safe through, though the is-
lands closed behind them, and actually 
grazed their stern. They now rowed along 
the shore till they arrived at the eastern 
end of the sea, and landed at the king-
dom of . 

Jason made known his message to the 
Colchian king, AEetes, who consented to 
give up the golden fleece if Jason would 
yoke to the plough two fire-breathing 
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bulls with brazen feet, and sow the teeth 
of the dragon which Cadmus had slain, 
and from which it was well known that a 
crop of armed men would spring up, who 
would turn their weapons against their 
producer. Jason accepted the conditions, 
and a time was set for making the ex-
periment. Previously, however, he found 
means to plead his cause to Medea, 
daughter of the king. He promised her 
marriage, and as they stood before the 
altar of Hecate, called the goddess to 
witness his oath. Medea yielded, and by 
her aid, for she was a potent sorceress, 

he was furnished with a charm, by which 
he could encounter safely the breath of 
the fire-breathing bulls and the weap-
ons of the armed men. 

At the time appointed, the people 
assembled at the grove of Mars (Ares), 
and the king assumed his royal seat, 
while the multitude covered the hill-
sides. The brazen-footed bulls rushed in, 
breathing fire from their nostrils that 
burned up the herbage as they passed. 
The sound was like the roar of a furnace, 
and the smoke like that of water upon 
quick-lime. Jason advanced boldly to  

meet them. His friends, the chosen he-
roes of Greece, trembled to behold him. 
Regardless of the burning breath, he 
soothed their rage with his voice, patted 
their necks with fearless hand, and 
adroitly slipped over them the yoke, and 
compelled them to drag the plough. The 
Colchians were amazed; the Greeks 
shouted for joy. 

Jason next proceeded to sow the 
dragon's teeth and plough them in. And 
soon the crop of armed men sprang up, 
and, wonderful to relate! no sooner had 
they reached the surface than they be-
gan to brandish their weapons and rush 
upon Jason. The Greeks trembled for their 
hero, and even she who had provided 
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him a way of safety and taught him how 
to use it, Medea herself, grew pale with 
fear. Jason for a time kept his assailants 
at bay with his sword and shield, till, find-
ing their numbers overwhelming, he re-
sorted to the charm which Medea had 
taught him, seized a stone and threw it 
in the midst of his foes. They immedi-
ately turned their arms against one an-
other, and soon there was not one of the 
dragon's brood left alive. The Greeks 
embraced their hero, and Medea, if she 
dared, would have embraced him too. 

It remained to lull to sleep the dragon 
that guarded the fleece, and this was 
done by scattering over him a few drops 
of a preparation which Medea had sup-
plied. At the smell he relaxed his rage, 
stood for a moment motionless, then shut 
those great round eyes, that had never 
been known to shut before, and turned 
over on his side, fast asleep.limage:29KI 
Jason seized the fleece and with his 
friends and Medea accompanying, has-
tened to their vessel before AEetes the 
king could arrest their departure, and 
made the best of their way back to 
Thessaly, where they arrived safe, and 
Jason delivered the fleece to Pelias, and 
dedicated the "Argo" to Neptune. What 
became of the fleece afterwards we do 
not know, but perhaps it was found after 
all, like many other golden prizes, not 
worth the trouble it had cost to procure it. 
This is one of those mythological tales, 

says a late writer, in which there is rea-
son to believe that a substratum of truth 
exists, though overlaid by a mass of fic-
tion. It probably was the first important 
maritime expedition, and like the first 
attempts of the kind of all nations, as we 
know from history, was probably of a 
half-piratical character. If rich spoils were 
the result it was enough to give rise to 
the idea of the golden fleece. 

Another suggestion of a learned my-
thologist, Bryant, is that it is a corrupt 
tradition of the story of Noah and the ark. 
The name "Argo" seems to countenance 
this, and the incident of the dove is an-
other confirmation. 

Pope, in his "Ode on St. Cecilia's Day," 
thus celebrates the launching of the ship 
"Argo," and the power of the music of 
Orpheus, whom he calls the Thracian:  

transported demigods stood round, 
and men grew heroes at the sound." 

In Dyer's poem of "The Fleece" there 
is an account of the ship "Argo" and her 
crew, which gives a good picture of this 
primitive maritime adventure: 

"From every region of Aegea's shore 
the brave assembled; those illustrious twins 
castor and Pollux; Orpheus, tuneful bard; 
zetes and Calais, as the wind in speed; 
strong Hercules and many a chief renowned. 
on deep loclos' sandy shore they thronged, 
gleaming in armour, ardent of exploits; 
and soon, the laurel cord and the huge stone 
uplifting to the deck, unmoored the bark; 
whose keel of wondrous length the skilful hand 
of Argus fashioned for the proud attempt; 
and in the extended keel a lofty mast 
upraised, and sails full swelling; to the chiefs 
unwonted objects. Now first, now they learned 
their bolder steerage over ocean wave, 
led by the golden stars, as Chiron's art 
had marked the sphere celestial," etc. 

Hercules left the expedition at Mysia, 
for , a youth beloved by him, having gone 
for water, was laid hold of and kept by 
the , who were fascinated by his beauty. 
Hercules went in quest of the lad, and 
while he was absent the "Argo" put to 
sea and left him. Moore, in one of his 
songs, makes a beautiful allusion to this 
incident: 

"When H ylas was sent with his urn to the fount, 

through fields of light and with heart full of 
play, 
light rambled the boy over meadow and mount, 
and neglected his task for the flowers in the way. 

"Thus many like me, who in youth should have 
tasted 
the fountain that runs by Philosophy's shrine, 
their time with the flowers on the margin have 
wasted, 
and left their light urns all as empty as mine." 

MEDEA AND AESON 
Amid the rejoicings for the recovery 

of the Golden Fleece, Jason felt that one 
thing was wanting, the presence of 
AEson, his father, who was prevented by 
his age and infirmities from taking part 
in them. Jason said to Medea, "My 
spouse, would that your arts, whose 
power I have seen so mighty for my aid, 
could do me one further service, take 
some years from my life and add them 
to my father's." Medea replied, "Not at 
such a cost shall it be done, but if my art 
avails me, his life shall be lengthened 
without abridging yours." The next full 
moon she issued forth alone, while all 
creatures slept; not a breath stirred the 
foliage, and all was still, To the stars she 
addressed her incantations, and to the 
moon; to ,* the goddess of the under-
world, and to Tellus (Gaia) the goddess 
of the earth, by whose power plants po-
tent for enchantment are produced. She 
invoked the gods of the woods and cav-
erns, of mountains and valleys, of lakes 

"So when the first bold vessel dared the seas, 
high on the stern the Thracian raised his strain, 
while Argo saw her kindred trees 
descend from Pelion to the main. 
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and rivers, of winds and vapours. While 
she spoke the stars shone brighter, and 
presently a chariot descended through 
the air, drawn by flying serpents. She 
ascended it, and borne aloft made her 
way to distant regions, where potent 
plants grew which she knew how to se-
lect for her purpose. Nine nights she 
employed in her search, and during that 
time came not within the doors of her 
palace nor under any roof, and shunned 
all intercourse with mortals. 

Hecate was a mysterious divinity 
sometimes identified with Diana 
(Artemis) and sometimes with 
Proserpine (Persephone). As Diana rep-
resents the moonlight splendour of night, 
so Hecate represents its darkness and 
terrors. She was the goddess of sorcery 
and witchcraft, and was believed to wan-
der by night along the earth, seen only 
by the dogs, whose barking told her ap-
proach. 

She next erected two altars, the one to 
Hecate, the other to Hebe, the goddess 
of youth, and sacrificed a black sheep, 

pouring libations of milk and wine. She 
implored Pluto (Hades) and his stolen 
bride that they would not hasten to take 
the old man's life. Then she directed that 
AEson should be led forth, and having 
thrown him into a deep sleep by a charm, 
had him laid on a bed of herbs, like one 
dead. Jason and all others were kept 

away from the place, that no profane 
eyes might look upon her mysteries. 
Then, with streaming hair, she thrice 
moved round the altars, dipped flaming 
twigs in the blood, and laid them thereon 
to burn. Meanwhile the cauldron with its 
contents was got ready. In it she put 
magic herbs, with seeds and flowers of 
acrid juice, stones from the distant east, 
and sand from the shore of all-surround-
ing ocean; hoar frost, gathered by moon-
light, a screech owl's head and wings, 
and the entrails of a wolf. She added frag-
ments of the shells of tortoises, and the 
liver of stags- animals tenacious of life-
and the head and beak of a crow, that 
outlives nine generations of men. These 
with many other things "without a name" 
she boiled together for her purposed 
work, stirring them up with a dry olive 
branch; and behold! the branch when 
taken out instantly became green, and 
before long was covered with leaves and 
a plentiful growth of young olives; and 
as the liquor boiled and bubbled, and 
sometimes ran over, the grass wherever 
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the sprinklings fell shot forth with a ver-
dure like that of spring. jimage:33K1 

Seeing that all was ready, Medea cut 
the throat of the old man and let out all 
his blood, and poured into his mouth 
and into his wound the juices of her 
cauldron. As soon as he had completely 
imbibed them, his hair and beard laid 
by their whiteness and assumed the 
blackness of youth; his paleness and 
emaciation were gone; his veins were 
full of blood, his limbs of vigour and 
robustness. AEson is amazed at himself, 
and remembers that such as he now is, 
he was in his youthful days, forty years 
before. 

Medea used her arts here for a good 
purpose, but not so in another instance, 
where she made them the instruments 
of revenge. Pelias, our readers will rec-
ollect, was the usurping uncle of Jason, 
and had kept him out of his kingdom. 
Yet he must have had some good quali-
ties, for his daughters loved him, and 
when they saw what Medea had done 
for AEson, they wished her to do the 
same for their father. Medea pretended 
to consent, and prepared her cauldron 
as before. At her request an old sheep 
was brought and plunged into the caul-
dron. Very soon a bleating was heard in 
the kettle, and when the cover was re-
moved, a lamb jumped forth and ran 
frisking away into the meadow. The  

daughters of Pelias saw the experiment 
with delight, and appointed a time for 
their father to undergo the same opera-
tion. But Medea prepared her cauldron 
for him in a very different way. She put 
in only water and a few simple herbs. In 
the night she with the sisters entered 
the bed chamber of the old king, while 
he and his guards slept soundly under 
the influence of a spell cast upon them 
by Medea. The daughters stood by the 
bedside with their weapons drawn, but 
hesitated to strike, till Medea chid their 
irresolution. Then turning away their 
faces, and giving random blows they 
smote him with their weapons. He, start-
ing from his sleep, cried out, "My daugh-
ters, what are you doing? Will you kill 
your father?" Their hearts failed them 
and their weapons fell from their hands, 
but Medea struck him a fatal blow, and 
prevented his saying more. 

Then they placed him in the caul-
dron, and Medea hastened to depart 
in her serpent-drawn chariot before 
they discovered her treachery or their 
vengeance would have been terrible. 
She escaped, however, but had little 
enjoyment of the fruits of her crime. 
Jason, for whom she had done so much, 
wishing to marry Creusa 1Glaucel, prin-
cess of Corinth, put away Medea. She, 
enraged at his ingratitude, called on 
the gods for vengeance, sent a poi- 

soned robe as a gift to the bride, and 
then killing her own children, and set-
ting fire to the palace, mounted her 
serpent-drawn chariot and fled to Ath-
ens, where she married King , the fa-
ther of Theseus, and we shall meet her 
again when we come to the adventures 
of that hero. 

The incantations of Medea will re-
mind the reader of those of the witches 
in "Macbeth." The following lines are 
those which seem most strikingly to re-
call the ancient model: 

"Round about the cauldron go; 
in the poisoned entrails throw. 
fillet of a fenny snake 
in the cauldron boil and bake; 
eye of newt and toe of frog, 
wool of bat and tongue of dog, 
adder's fork and blind-worm's sting, 
lizard's leg and howlers wing; 
maw of ravening salt-sea shark, 
root of hemlock digged in the dark," etc. 
(Macbeth, Act IV. Scene I.) 

And again: 

Macbeth.- What is't you do? 
Witches.- A deed without a name. 

There is another story of Medea al-
most too revolting for record even of a 
sorceress, a class of persons to whom 
both ancient and modern poets have 
been accustomed to attribute every de-
gree of atrocity. In her flight from Colchis 
she had taken her young brother 
Apsyrtus with her. Finding the pursu-
ing vessels of Aetes gaining upon the 
Argonauts, she caused the lad to be 
killed and his limbs to be strewn over 
the sea. AEetes on reaching the place 
found these sorrowful traces of his mur-
dered son; but while he tarried to col-
lect the scattered fragments and be-
stow upon them an honourable inter-
ment, the Argonauts escaped. 

In the poems of Campbell will be 
found a translation of one of the cho-
ruses of the tragedy of "Medea," where 
the poet Euripides has taken advan-
tage of the occasion to pay a glowing 
tribute to Athens, his native city. It be-
gins thus: 

"0 haggard queen! to Athens dost thou guide 
Thy glowing chariot, steeped in kindred gore; 
Or seek to hide thy damned parricide 
Where peace and justice dwell for evermore?" 
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Greek Americans 
By Sophia Nibi 

GREAT DISTINCTION FOR 
LAWYER OTHON PROUNIS 

Othon Prounis, a Managing Partner of 
Reboul, MacMurray, Hewitt, May-

nard and Kristol was chosen by deans of 
ten law schools, judges, and attorneys 
throughout the metropolitan area and 
across New York State as among fifteen 
legal stars of his generation who are 
breaking new ground and are determin-
ing how the law will be defined in the 

21st century, according to a cover story 
article which appeared in the January 
2001 issue of "The New York Lawyer", a 
publication of "The New York Law Jour-
nal". Othon, a native New Yorker, is the 
son of Lila and Theodore Prounis of New 
York City. 

The "New York Lawyer" story entitled 
"Leaders of the 21St Century", reported 
the following concerning Mr. Prounis: His 
specialty is Internet/technology and 
health care. Mr. Prounis got his A.B. from 
Columbia and his J.D. from Columbia 
Law School. After working at the New York 
office of Rogers & Wells, (now Clifford 
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Chance) he joined Reboul. His work is 
about 80 percent high tech/Internet re-
lated and 20 percent health care. He was 
counsel to Welsh, Carson, Anderson & 
Stowe in the $1.2 billion recapitalization 
of Concentra Managed Care, and repre-
sented Deutsche Banc Alex. Brown in the 
$30 million Screaming Media private 
offering. He is helping to create a 21st 
century law firm that makes it easier for 
attorneys to have a normal life. "Reboul 
is a new economy firm with a New York 
ethic," he says. "We have represented 
90 venture capital funds in raising $25 
billion in private equity. But we're also 
understanding of other obligations and 
commitments." 

THEODORE ANTONIOU PRAISED 
AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY 

Theodore Antoniou, the Music Direc-
tor of Alea III, a Contemporary Music 

Ensemble at Boston University, directed 
a concert last month marking the 23rd 
season of the Ensemble. He was praised 
as a "brilliant, inspiring musician who 
leads by example and under whose vig-
orous and imaginative direction" Alea II 
is Boston University's finest asset. Prof. 
Anto-niou is one of the most eminent and 
prolific contemporary artist with a dis-
tinguished career as composer, conduc-
tor, and professor of composition at Bos-
ton University. He studied violin, voice, 
and composition at the National Conser-
vatory in Athens with further studies in 
conducting and composition at the 
Hoschschule fur Musik in Munich and the 
International Music Center in Darmstadt. 
He founded Alea II in 1978. The group 
has performed about 900 works by more 
than 500 composers. Theodore 
Antoniou's works are numerous and var-
ied in nature. Many of his compositions 
were commissioned by major orchestras 
around the world. He has received many 
awards and prizes, including the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 
grants and the Richard Strauss Prize. In 
1991 he was awarded the Metcalf Award 
for Excellence in Teaching by Boston 
University. In 1997 he was presented  

with the Music Award from the Greek 
Academy of Arts and Letters and in Janu-
ary 2000 the Greek National Radio 
Broadcast Corp. awarded him the Dimitri 
Mitropoulos Award for his lifelong con-
tribution to music. 

TED. G. SPYROPOULOS RECEIVES 
ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR 

Ted G. Spyropoulos of Oakbrook, IL, is 
the recipient of the Ellis Island 

Medal of Honor 2001. He was honored 
for his exceptional humanitarian efforts 
and outstanding contributions to the 
United States while preserving the dis-
tinct values and heritage of his ances-
tors. Mr. Spyropoulos is President and 
CEO of T.G.S. Petroleum Co., Inc. and 
Chairman and Founder of the Spyro-
poulos Scholarship Fund awarding 
scholarships to Greek American students. 
He is also the president of the Hellenic 
American National Council, the Hellenic 
American Chamber of Commerce USA 
and ENOSIS of Hellenic American Orga-
nizations of Illinois. He is also a mem-
ber of the Hellenic Heritage Committee 
sponsoring the Greek Independence Day 



celebrations in Chicago and a Director 
of the Chicago Sister Cities International 
Program. Mr. Spyropoulos and his wife 
Erika are the parents of Mariyana, an at-
torney in Chicago. 

CHRISTINE KONDOLEON 
NAMED CURATOR 
OF GREEK & ROMAN ART 

hristine Kondoleon of Cambridge, 
%,-..MA has been named the George and 
Margo Behrakis Curator of Greek and Ro-
man Art at the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston. She will begin her duties in Sep-
tember. Currently Ms. Kondoleon is the 
Curator of Greek and Roman Art at the 
Worcester, MA Art Museum, a position 
she has held since 1995. Christine 
Kondoleon graduated from Tufts Univer-
sity in 1974, received a Master of Arts 
degree from Yale in 1975 and was award-
ed the Ph.D. by Harvard University's De-
partment of Fine Arts in 1985. In 1996 
she was co-director of NEH Summer 
Seminar at the American Academy in 
Rome. An Associate Professor of Art at 
Williams College from 1982 until 1995 
she chaired the Art Department of the 
college from 1994 to 1995. She was a 
visiting associate professor at Harvard 
University in 1993 and at Tufts Univer-
sity in 1997. She is the author of Antioch: 
The Lost Ancient City, an exhibition cata-
logue published by Princeton University 
Press with the Worcester Art Museum. The 
Antioch Exhibit has been greatly ad-
mired throughout the country. 

PAUL MANOLIS TO BE 
HONORED JUNE 10 
naul G. Manolis of California is re- 

tiring as Executive Director of the Pa-
triarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute 
(PAOI) in Berkeley and will be feted at a 
gala dinner on June 10. Mr. Manolis was 
elected President of PAOI in 1996, suc-
ceeding the late Rev. Leonidas Contos. 
Paul Manolis was born in Sacramento. 
He received his degree at the Univer-
sity of California, went on to receive a 
M.A. in history from Harvard and was a 
Junior Fellow at Harvard's Dumbarton 
Oaks Institute in Washington, D.C. Upon 
graduation he became executive assis-
tant to U.S. Senator William F. Knowland 
in the nation's capital and served as 
president of the University of California 
Alumni Association while in Washington. 

Mr. Manolis was executive editor for the 
Oakland Tribune and has an extensive 
involvement with a myriad of business, 
civic and church association. He was a 
member of the Archdiocesan Council, 
chairman of the committee which 
founded the Orthodox Observer and of 
the committee which raised funds to 
erect the statue of Patriarch Athenagoras 
at Hellenic College-Holy Cross. The 
many honors he has received include the 
Medal of St. Paul, is a Grand Archon of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is a Knight 
Crusader of the Holy Sepulchre of the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem and received the 
Medal of Mount Athos from the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate. Paul Manolis married 
Elene A. Zahas of Oakland CA in 1964. 
They are the parents of four children. 

BARBARA VALAVANES 
HONORED BY ELIZABETHTOWN 
COLLEGE ALUMNI 

Barbara Valavanes of Lancaster, PA 
has been honored by the Elizabeth-

town College Alumni Association with 
the "Educate for Service Award." The re-
tired teacher is a member of the class of 
1979. She taught English as a second 
language at Lancaster's McCaskey High 
School—first to Greek students and then 
to Indochinese refugees—for 22 years. 
A political refugee from Greece, Barbara 
Valavanes helped many of her former 
students become naturalized citizens of 
the United States and worked for the natu-
ralization examination to continue to be 
offered in Lancaster. In 1991 she received 
the Lancaster New Era Red Rose Award 
for representing the best achievement 
of the Lancaster community. In 1984, she 
received the Human Relations Award 
from the Lancaster Chapter of the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and Jews 
for showing compassion to people. Bar-
bara Valavanes is a steward of the An-
nunciation Parish in Lancaster. 

FR. CONSTANTINE S. BEBIS 
MARKS 50 YEARS IN PRIESTHOOD 

The Rev. Fr. Constantine S. Bebis of 
New Bedford, MA has celebrated 50 

years in the Priesthood 48 of which he 
ministered the faithful as pastor of the 
St. George Parish in New Bedford. His 
parishioners marked the occasion on 
April 22, a day which coincided with the 
Feast of St. George (April 23) and the  

annual visitation of His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Methodios to the historic par-
ish. Following the Divine Liturgy, the 
Parish hosted a banquet in honor of Fr. 
Constantine and Presbytera Irene. Fr. 
Bebis was born in Rethymnon, Crete 74 
years ago. His maternal grandfather 
(George Fragakis) was a Priest. Upon 
graduation from High School in Piraeus, 
he was awarded a full scholarship by the 
Archdiocese of North and South America 
and arrived in Pomfret, where the Semi-
nary was located then, on March 3, 1947. 
He completed his studies in 1951, re-
ceiving a diploma in theology and later, 
a bachelor's degree in theology and di-
vinity. He also earned a master's degree 
of sacred theology from Boston Univer-
sity. He has also completed all course 
work for a doctoral degree but has been 
too busy ministering his flock to write a 
doctoral thesis. On Feb. 25, 1951 
Constantine Bebis married Irene Vouros 
who was the church organist at the 
Taxiarchae Parish in Watertown. Bishop 
Ezekiel, then dean of the Seminary, or-
dained Fr. Constantine to the Diaconate 
on March 24, 1951 and to the Priesthood 
the next day. Fr. Constantine has been rec-
ognized widely for his sterling ministry. 
He and Presbytera Irene are the parents 
of four children, Fr. Paul Bebis, the pas-
tor at the St. Nicholas Church in Enfield, 
CT, Stephen, a business executive in 
Toronto, George, an insurance executive 
and Constance, a science teacher at New 
Bedford High School. They have nine 
grandchildren. 

CHRISTOS COTSAKOS RECEIVES 
HABA CORP. EXECUTIVE AWARD 

hristos Cotsakos, a resident of the 
%-..Silicon Valley in California, who for 
the past five years has led the E*Trade 
Group as President and CEO, has been 
awarded the Hellenic American Bankers 
Association Corporate Executive of the 
Year Award. Mr. Cotsakos grew up in 
Paterson, NJ and worshipped at the St. 
Athanasios Parish to which he donated 
more than $1 million, as previously re-
ported in this column. Mr. Cotsakos who 
served in the U.S. Army and volunteered 
for service in Vietnam was awarded the 
Bronze Star with a V for Valor. He was 
also awarded the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in action. He earned a 
BA at William Patterson University in 
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Wayne, NJ, an MBA at Pepperdine Uni-
versity and will soon be awarded a Ph.D. 
in Economics by the University of Lon-
don. Christos Cotsakos and his wife 
Tammy are the parents of a daughter, 
Suzanne. 

DR. GEORGE NIKIAS FIGHTS 
HEPATITIS C IN NEW JERSEY 

LiE Georgia Nikias is the director of 
the new Hepatitis Center at 

Hackensack University Medical Center 
in New Jersey. He specializes in liver 
disease and stomach disorders. He is a 

supporter of a state law, (New Jersey was 
the first state to require doctors and hos-
pitals to report all cases of hepatitis C to 
the state Department of Health) which 
provides physicians and public health 
officers with guidelines on how to screen 
patients for the disease. Dr. Nikias be-
lieves the law to be worthwhile because 
the hepatitis C virus "smolders like a 
slowly burning candle." 

MARGARET VOUDOURIS PRESTON of 
Bethesda, MD was been honored by the 
Girl Scouts of Central Maryland during 
their Distinguished Women's Award Re-
ception. Mrs. Preston is Managing Di-
rector and Chief Operating Office of the 
Deutsche Banc Alex Brown. Mrs. Preston 

and her husband Michael are the par-
ents of three young children, Benjamin, 
Nina and Alexander. 

FR. JOHN KAMELAKIS of Bridgeport, 
CT celebrated two milestones recently, 
his 90th birthday and the 60th year of 
service in the Priesthood. Fr. John was 
born in Crete and immigrated to America 
with his family at the age of three. He 
married Andrormache Economides of 
Peabody, MA and was ordained a Dea-
con in 1942 in Chicago, IL. and a Priest in 
1943 in Schen-ectady, NY. 

DEAN PAPADEMETRIOU, Esq., has 
joined the Law Firm of Krokidas and 
Bluestein, LLP in Boston. Mr. Papade-
metriou was formerly a mayoral appoin-
tee to the City of Boston Assessing De-
partment's Board of Review where he 
determined property tax abatement 
cases and directed the City's property 
tax exemption program. He has also 
served as assistant corporation counsel 
for the City of Boston. A graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania and Boston 
College School of Law, Mr. 
Papademetriou is a member of the bars 
of Massachusetts, New York and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

ALEXIS CHRISTOFOROUS of New York 
City, Anchor and Reporter of CBS's Mar-
ket Watch spoke before the Hellenic 
American Bankers Association in New 
York. Her topic was "Observations of a 
Stock Market Reporter". 

CHARLES A. ANTON, President of 
Anton's Cleaners has announced that his 
company has acquired Newton (MA) 
Highlands' Wayside Cleaners, one of 
New England's oldest and largest cloth-
ing-care companies. Anton's Cleaners 
owns stores in 41 locations in Massachu-
setts, and Southern New Hampshire. 
Charles A. Anton is a member of the third 
generations of his family to be in the 
business. 

PETER SAPOUNTSIS of Sheboygan, WI 
has been chosen as one of 150 players 
from more than 3000 applicants to par-
ticipate in a national soccer camp for 
high school juniors in Hawaii. 

ALANDA KOSTOPOULOS has joined Fi- 

delity Bank of Fitchburg, MA as assis-
tant vice president and branch manager. 

GEORGE BURLOTOS of Cherry Hill, NJ, 
producer of the "Greek Spirit" was hon-
ored last month by WYBE Public Televi-
sion to receive the first annual Leader-
ship Award for Excellence in Community 
Programming. 

MIKE MANATOS of Washington, D.C. 
has been appointed to the Board of Di-
rectors of Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
Mid-Atlantic. Mr. Manatos is one of the 
top fund-raisers for Make A-Wish, an or-
ganization which fulfills the wishes of 
children ages 2 1/2 to 18 with terminal or 
life-threatening diseases. Last year, 
Mike Manatos set a fundraising record, 
raising $22,462 and enabling three chil-
dren to have their dream come true. 

VOULA KATSORIS, Esq. and MICHAEL 
CONSTANTINE, Esq. of New York, were 
inducted to the Bar of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

JOHN METAXAS of New York City, finan-
cial analyst for CNN, was master of cer-
emonies at the annual dinner of the Hel-
lenic American Bankers' Association 
which presented the Corporate Executive 
of the Year Award to Christos Cotsakos, 
President and CEO of the E*Trade Group. 

PROF. GEORGE VRYONIS Jr., of the 
Speros Basil Vryonis Center on Helle-
nism in Sacramento, CA spoke at Geor-
gia State University' Center for Hellenic 
Studies. He stressed the importance of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in reinforc-
ing a Hellenic identity among its pa-
rishioners. 

JAMES D. SPEROS of New York, has 
been named "Communicator of the Year" 
by the Business Marketing Association 
of New York. He is national director of 
external communications at Ernst & 
Young, LLP in New York. 

TASO MARAVELAS, a businessman in 
Antioch, IL, was sworn Mayor of Antioch 
on May 7. A past Antioch Village Trustee 
and currently the Republican commit-
teeman for Antioch Precinct 12, owns 
Mara-velas Baguets & Catering in Fox 
Lake, IL. 
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