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(Photo: Courtesy of Brown University Archives) 

The Epic Story 
of Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe 

HOW AMERICA HELPED REHABILITATE GREECE 
From "Athene Magazine", December 1940 

This article, which appeared in the December, 1940 issue of 
Athene Magazine, pays homage to a great philhellene, Dr. 
Samuel Howe, who first fought with the Greeks, and then, upon 
his return to the States, devoted a good part of his time in 
generating help for the war-torn, poverty-stricken nation. In his 
correspondence, he vividly describes the plight of the Greek 
population and their heroic struggle during the war of liberation 
from the Ottomans. No other nation at the time was as much 
aroused in sympathy for the Greek cause, as was America. And 
no other person was more responsible than Dr. Howe for arousing 
such public sentiment. And then, almost a century later in 1922, 
another great American, Consul George Horton, will bear witness 
and describe the plight and slaughter by the Turks of another 
generation of Greeks in Asia Minor. 

United States-Greece friendship, goes way back to the very 
beginning of the modern Greek state, but it also runs deep. It will 
be cemented in two World Wars and in the fight to save Greece 
from Communism. General George Marshall, will be added to this 
select list of ardent philhellenes. All three (and many others) have 
left us a legacy that must be remembered in appreciation by the 
Greeks, and emulated by us, Americans, who value tradition, 
friendship and loyalty. Greeks and Americans stood by each other 
in the most trying periods of their history. It is our duty to guard 
that legacy. The Anniversary of the Greek Independence offers us 
the opportunity to note that the anti-American feelings prevailing 
today in Greece, are not helpful at all, for the Greek Lobby and all 
Greek-Americans who support the issues related to Greece and 
Cyprus. 

he was urged to? 
For one thing, Dr. 

lover of poetry and 
who fought and died 

Many years ago, the great Ameri-
can poet John Greenleaf 
Whittier wrote a poem entitled 

"The Hero" some of whose exquisite qua-
trains read as follows: 

"0 for a knight like Bayard, 
Without reproach or fear; 
My light glove on his casque of steel, 
My love-knot on his spear! 

Smile not fair unbeliever! 
One man at least I know 
Who might wear the crest of Bayard 
Or Sidney's plume of snow. 

Once, when over purple mountains 
Died away the Grecian sun, 
And the far Cyllenian ranges 
Paled and darkened, one by one. 

Last to fly and first to rally 
Rode he of whom I speak, 
When, groaning, in the bridle-path 
Sank down a wounded Greek." 

The poem was dedicated to one of 
the most extraordinary men in Ameri-
can history, Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe. 

Dr. Howe was born in Boston in 1801. 
In 1824 he took his medical degree at 
Harvard. In 1825 he was in Greece, fight- 

ing, consoling, sharing with the people 
of Greece the joys and sorrows of a na-
tion being reborn, and finally getting 
ready to help rehabilitate, with the aid 
of the American 
people, a devas-
tated Greece, a 
Greece almost 
made unfit for 
habitation, by 
seven years of 
war, pillage, fam-
ine and system-
atic annihilation. 

The Greek 
revolution was 
not quite four 
years old, when 
young Dr. Howe 
disembarked at 
Nauplion to offer 
his services to 
the embattled 
Greeks. Why did 
he do it? Why 
didn't he stay in 
Boston, practice 
medicine and 
make money as 

Howe was a great 
of romance. Byron 
for Greece only re- 

cently was his 
favorite hero. 
The 	term 
Philhellene 
in America 
then, to quote 
his daughter 
Laura E. Ri-
chards, "was 
a word to con-
jure with. It 
meant a man, 
generally a 
young man, 
who 	was 
ready and ea-
ger to give up 
ease, custom, 
money get-
ting, and go 
overseas to 
fight a sav-
age foe am-
ong savage 
mountains, 
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all for love of freedom, and of that dear 
land which was next in his affections to 
his own, the land of the imperishable 
Ideal." 

This is how Americans felt about 
Greece and the Greek revolution more 
than a century ago. Daniel Webster was 
delivering thundering speeches in Con-
gress and elsewhere. President Monroe 
sent messages to the Congress and reso-
lutions were passed urging moral and 
material help to the Greek cause. The 
whole of the United States was ablaze 
with Philhellenism and these senti-
ments were translated into practical 
help, money contributions and ship-
ments of relief goods. But the spearhead 
of most of this work was Dr. Howe him-
self. Dr. Howe was not merely a 
Philhellene. He was a crusader, a phi-
lanthropist, a hero, a romantic soul, all 
rolled in one. 

And this is how Greece looked to him, 
when he first got there: "In the winter, 
the much-dreaded expedition of 
Ibrahim Pasha, with the Egyptian army,  

landed at Modon. Attempts were made 
by the Greek government to get up an 
army to oppose them, and 
Mavrocordatos accepted my offer to go 
with them as surgeon. The President and 
Mavrocordatos came to the south of 
Peloponnesus with such forces as they 
could raise. At first there was an attempt 
to organize the army, and I attempted 
to create hospitals and to provide am-
bulances for the wounded. But after the 
capture of Navarino by the Turks, ev-
erything was thrown into confusion. 
Mavrocordatos fled to Napoli 
(Nauplion). The dark day of Greece had 
come. All regular opposition of the 
Greeks was overcome. The Turks ad-
vanced fiercely and rapidly up the 
Peloponnesus. I joined one of the small 
guerilla bands that hung about the en-
emy, doing all the harm they could. I 
could be of little or no use as surgeon, 
and was expected to divide my atten-
tion between killing Turks, helping 
Greeks and taking care of my bacon. 

I was naturally very handy, active and 
tough, and soon became equal to any  

of the mountain soldiery in capacity for 
endurance of fatigue, hunger and watch-
fulness. I could carry my gun and heavy 
belt with yataghan and pistols all day 
long, clambering among the mountain 
passes, could eat sorrel and snails, or 
go without anything, and at night lie 
down on the ground with only my shaggy 
capote, and sleep like a dog." 

However in a letter to his father dated 
March 1825, Dr. Howe has this optimis-
tic note: 

"The Greeks are full of courage and 
confidence, and in their own wild and 
daring way will contrive to manage any 
number of men that can be brought 
against them. They have nothing like a 
regular army, in fact the nature of the 
country will not admit of any army to 
manoeuvre to any advantage; it is rocky 
and mountainous and in many parts it 
is impossible to pass through the coun-
try, except by narrow defiles which will 
admit but one man at a time. 

The Greek soldiers are ill-clothed, 
worse fed, and paid, as one might say, 
nothing at all... They are shrewd and cun- 
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ning by nature; active as goats in the 
mountains, and brave, if you will let 
them fight in their own way, which is like 
that of our own Indians, firing from be-
hind the rocks and trees. 

Their sailors may be said with truth 
to be equal to any in the world; in fact I 
was told by one of our navy officers that 
they are decidedly the best sailors he 
has ever seen." 

And again speaking of the soldiers: 
"They have no tents... the capote of a 
Greek soldier being his cloak by day 
and his bed by night; and his 'foustanel-
la' (a garment made of white cotton, in 
form of a Scotch kilt) is his handkerchief, 
table cloth and towel." 

All trail of optimism was soon to give 
ground to the seriousness of the cause, 
as Dr. Howe little by little came to con-
template the unequal odds and the 
enormous task confronting his friends, 
the Greeks. The revolution was getting 
into difficulties internal as well as ex-
ternal. The Greeks were few in number, 
and lacked practically all supplies, 
arms, food and medical care; while ar-
rayed against them was the might of the 
far-flung Ottoman empire. The year 
1825 was the critical year. And the fol-
lowing entry into Dr. Howe's diary is char-
acteristic in that is was an almost daily 
experience: 

"FRIDAY, April 23rd, 1825, 2 P. M. -
After traveling four hours in various di-
rections, we have found a village where 
for some reason, forcible only to weak 
minds, we are to spend the rest of the 
day and night. Our guides run away this 
morning, and we have made no head-
way at all. At one time we were within 
five or six miles of the Turkish camp; 
now we are within five hours (fifteen 
miles) of Neokastro, four hours of the 
Turks, and six of the Greeks' main body, 
as nigh as we can calculate. Learn that 
the cannonade yesterday and the day 
before was by the Turks at Neokastro; 
but do not know whether they carried it 
or not. Probably not, since it lasted into 
the very evening, and the Greeks would 
not give up, just when night came to re-
lieve them. All the women fled from this 
village on our approach, for Jervis' black 
servant being in the front, a cry was 
raised that the Arabs had come; and the 
devil of a she have we to get us some-
thing to eat. As for me, I am as hungry as 
a wolf, and could eat the Spartans' black  

broth without seasoning." 
This lack of food is a perennial prob-

lem in Greece, where the country is 
mountainous and tillable ground scanty. 
During the revolution of course, the prob-
lem was acute as it undoubtedly will 
become again today when Greece is 
once more engaged in a struggle for her 
life. Years later Dr. Howe used to speak 
of this particular period in this manner: 

"1 knew more than once what prob-
ably you never had any realizing sense 
of, to wit, the sharp gnawing of real hun-
ger. You know only what a "good" appe-
tite is; you, don't know what a ravening 
vulture it becomes when it grows bad. I 
have been months without eating other 
flesh than mountain snails or roasted 
wasps; weeks without bread, and days 
without a morsel of food of any kind. 
Woe to the stray donkey or goat that fell 
within our reach then; they were quickly 
slain, and their flesh, cut up hastily in 
little square bits, was roasting on our 
ramrods or devoured half-raw." 

These sentiments may indeed seem 
strange and anachronistic to us here in 
America. But hunger is a very persistent 
guest, as the warring nations in Europe 
and Asia today will emphatically tell 
US. 

At any rate, Dr. Howe by this time 
must have began to realize that war is 
not all romance; still, the Greek cause 
had to be won and Greece must be lib-
erated. But how? Things certainly did 
not look encouraging at all. And writing 
on June 28, 1825, Dr. Howe made this 
entry into his diary: "But what is poor 
Greece to do? Ibrahim Pasha with his 
army, has traversed the whole Morea 
from Modon to Napoli (Nauplion). He 
has burnt Argos, Tripolitza and 
Kalamata, the three largest towns in the 
Morea." Thus he mused on the fate of 
the country he came to aid, and on the 
next day, still dejected, as he arrived to 
Nauplion by sea, Dr. Howe tells us that 
he, "found most acceptable and grati-
fying intelligence,... a great-nephew of 
George Washington had arrived from 
Boston and brought me letters." 

Amid all these breath-taking experi-
ence, ministering to the sick and 
wounded, fighting the Turk on the one 
hand and superstition on the other, Dr. 
Howe did not neglect to observe the 
Greek character in its lighter side and 
in one of his notes dated Friday, Oct.  

21st 1825 he speaks of the peculiari-
ties of the modern Hellenes: 

"The Greeks are full of compliments. 
If you enter a house you are bid wel-
come; if you drink a glass of wine they 
wish it may be for your health; if they 
drink, they wish you a long life, a happy 
marriage and many children; if you 
sneeze, may it be for your health; when 
you go out, a happy tomorrow and many 
years; if you wash - to your health. I 
could not help smiling this morning, as 
I went round to the patients, to observe 
them put their hands to their chins, and 
say, "May it be for your health!" as I have 
just been shaved. A barber, when he cuts 
your hair, wishes it may be for your 
health. Four or five Greeks may sleep in 
the same room; in the morning they lie 
and talk, but when (one) gets up, he 
washes his face and hands, bows and 
crosses himself a dozen times to the 
Holy Virgin, says his prayers aloud, then 
turns round and wishes the rest good 
morning. When you are sitting talking 
with one of them at dusk of eve, if he 
lights a candle at the fireplace, as soon 
as it blazes he turns to you and wishes 
you "Good evening!" with as much so-
lemnity as though he has just entered 
the room. If you talk with a Greek in the 
forenoon, at parting he wishes you a 
good appetite for your dinner; if you 
meet him after some absence, he kisses 
you three times on the lips. An inferior 
kisses your hand and puts it to his fore-
head, and many kneel in doing it. When 
a schoolmaster dismisses his school, 
each boy comes to him, kneels down, 
kisses the back of his hand, puts it to 
his forehead, then kisses it again, rises, 
and goes out with his hand on his breast 

THE FALL OF MISSOLONGHI 

Perhaps the most heroic act of the 
Greek revolution, and one of the most 
heroic acts in all history, is the siege 
and fall of Missolonghi. To understand 
why the Greeks are today fighting in 
Albania one should read the story of 
Missolonghi. Dr. Howe was almost an 
eyewitness and he talked with survivors. 
We present here, two descriptions of his. 
One a letter he dispatched to America, 
immediately after the fall of 
Missolonghi, his "outcry of horror" and 
another a description after he had 
talked to survivors of the catastrophe. 
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This is the letter: 

Napoli (Nauplion) April 30th, 1826. 

DEAR WILLIAM - I write you with an 
almost breaking heart. Missolonghi has fallen. 
Her brave warriors have thrown themselves in 
desperation upon the bayonets of their en-
emies; her women and children have perished 
in the flames of their own dwellings, kindled by 
their own hands; and their scorched and 
mangled carcasses lie a damning proof of the 
selfish indifference of the Christian world. Chris-
tian, do I say? Alas! I fear Christianity has 
fled from the world. You send missionaries to 
the east and to the west, from pole to pole; 
millions are annually paid for the support of 
pampered priests, or of overendowed institu-
tions, while the poor Greeks are left to worse 
than slavery and death. For ten months have 
the eyes of Christian Europe been turned upon 
Missolonghi. They have seen her inhabitants 
struggling at enormous odds against the hor-
rors of war and famine; her men worn out, bleed-
ing and dying; her women gnawing the bones 
of dead horses and mules; her walls surrounded 
by Arabs, yelling for the blood of her warriors, 
and to glut their hellish lusts upon her women 
and children. All this have they seen and 'not 
raised a finger for their defense, and at last 
they have seen the catastrophe. You may talk 
to me of national policy, and the necessity of 
neutrality, but I say, a curse upon such policy! 
It is contrary to Christianity and humanity; it 
is a disgrace to our age, that millions of Chris-
tians should be left to the sabre and yoke of the 
Turk. Pardon me! Perhaps my language is too 
strong; but when I think of Missolonghi, when 
I think of the protracted sufferings of her in-
habitants, many of whom I knew, I cannot re-
strain my feelings. Jervis, too, poor fellow, I fear 
was there. I have before mentioned him to you, 
the young American who ranked so high in 
the army. I heard a few days ago that he had  

entered the place, and been twice wounded; if 
this is true he is lost, for he could not cut his 
way out. Well, peace to his ashes. He has fought 
for the cause, and at last sealed his love of it 
with his life . . . . 

The letter continues and gives a his-
torical account of the siege and defense 
of Missolonghi, but Dr. Howe's more de-
tailed account of the event is in his "His-
torical Sketch" and in it one can see that 
he had already talked to some of the 
survivors who gave him first hand infor-
mation of the dreadful catastrophe: 

"They (the defenders of Missolonghi) 
had just rejected the proposals of 
Ibrahim, and it was in vain that Sir 
Ferderick Adam, Lord High Commis-
sioner of the Ionian Islands, moved with 
compassion at the fate which seemed 
to await these devoted warriors, had re-
paired to the camp of the Turks, to try to 
effect a capitulation. The next day they 
saw the attempts of (admiral) Miaulis 
renewed and again frustrated; the third 
day it was the same: there was no hope 
of succour left, and they resolved to cut 
their way through the enemy's ranks or 
die in the attempt. A man was found 
bold enough to venture with letters to 
the chiefs on the outside, beseeching 
them to come to their aid, and make a 
feint at least to divert the attention of 
the enemy at the moment of their sortie, 
and to give them notice by a volley from 
the mountains. 

"Then they proceeded to the melan-
choly task of preparation for the sortie. 
It was found that the number of the sol-
diers was reduced to three thousands, 
of whom from four to five hundred were 
sick or wounded; there were about a 
thousand men without arms, and five 
thousand women, children and aged  

persons. It was resolved that the 
wounded and sick, the aged, feeble, and 
those women who would not consent to 
attempt the flight, should be shut up in 
a large mill, with a quantity of powder; 
that they should make resistance 
enough to bring the Turks around them, 
and then blow it up. An old wounded 
soldier agreed to take his seat in the 
mine, which had been dug under the 
bastion Botzaris, and put fire to thirty 
casks of powder which were there, when 
the enemy should enter the town. 

"The men then went round, destroy-
ing everything that was valuable; the 
women sat with their heads bowed on 
their knees; they spoke not to one an-
other, - they looked not on one another, -
all feeling seemed lost, the stillness of 
desperation alone was there, - and they 
waited with dread, yet impatience, for 
the signal of sortie which was to deter-
mine their fate. 

"On the 22nd, at sunset, a volley was 
heard from the mountains; the chiefs 
knew that their countrymen were at hand 
to help them, and they sent round to 
warn all who were determined to sally, 
to meet at the Orange battery and start 
at eight o'clock. Then the long sup-
pressed feelings of human emotion 
burst forth; then the wailings of those 
who were to be left - the agonizing sobs 
of wives, mothers, and sisters, who were 
to part from husbands, children and 
brothers, - half changed the stern reso-
lution, and many determined that, come 
what would come, they would stay and 
share the fate of their sick or feeble rela-
tives; others resolved to try to drag them 
with them, and lessen their own chance 
of escape by sharing it with another. 
Many of the women assembled at the 
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appointed place, clad in male attire 
and armed, determined at least to die 
if they could not escape. The last sacra-
ment was administered by the bishop 
and the priests to the whole population 
and each one prepared himself for 
death. 

"By eight o'clock the people had al-
most all assembled, and four light 
bridges, which had been prepared for 
the occasion, were thrown over the ditch. 
It had been agreed that they should go 
in two bodies, one composed of about 
3500 persons, principally Greeks from 
other parts, with but few women; the 
other body, composed of about as many 
more, but principally Missolonghites, 
with their families, were to follow the 
first body. The enemy had become, by 
some means, advised of the sortie, and 
had made arrangements to destroy the 
garrison before they should reach the 
mountain. The Arab corps was posted 
on the left in entrenchments, the army 
of Kiutahi on the right; the cavalry was 
posted in the center of the plain, ready 
to act wherever it might be necessary; 
and a body of Arabs was stationed at 
the foot of the mountain. 

"Almost all the Greeks had now sal-
lied out, and were waiting in darkness 
and silence to hear the musquetry of 
their countrymen, whom they expected 
to attack the enemy from the rear. An 
hour was passed in the most impatient 
expectation; not a sound was heard but 
the voices of the enemy's sentinels, and 
the low wailing of women and children 
behind; all were uneasy and restless, 
when a voice was heard among them 
crying: 'Forward, fall upon the Turks!' It 
was repeated by every voice, and the 
whole of the front body, rising from the  

ground, where they had been crouching 
in order to be more screened, rushed 
eagerly forward and forced their way 
past the first of the enemy's entrench-
ments with small loss; pushed across 
the plain and rapidly approached the 
mountain. A body of cavalry here met 
them, but they dashed on with desper-
ate speed, the pistol in one hand and 
the yataghan in the other, and the cav-
alry gave way before them. Uniting, 
however, again, the Turks hung upon 
their rear, and killed a great many of 
those who lagged. The sick and feeble, 
and many women, sunk down and were 
left; and some husbands stabbed their 
wives and children, who could no longer 
drag after them, and who were thus 
saved from torture. Arrived at the foot of 
the mountains, they were met by the 
corps of Arabs who were stationed there 
and who tried to oppose them. But it 
was as easy as to stop a mad bull, and 
they broke through every obstacle, heed-
less of the danger, and gained the moun-
tains with a loss only of four hundred of 
their little band. 

"The fate of the other body was far 
different. This had a great proportion of 
women and children in it; they were not 
prepared to start when the signal "for-
ward! " was given by the first body; many 
of the men were still within the place, 
collecting their families; they started 
however almost immediately after. But 
the Turks were now aroused; the cannon 
began to roar, and the musquetry to 
rattle all along the line, and loud yells 
of the Albanian army on the right were 
heard, as they rushed to assault the town 
on that side. At this moment of confu-
sion a cry was raised among the Greeks, 
'Backward, backward; to the ramparts,  

to the ramparts!' and the whole crowd 
without knowing why, eagerly turned 
and run toward the town. At the same 
moment that they entered, the Turks 
entered upon the other side, and they 
were all instantly mingled. The Greeks 
fought with the fury of desperate men, 
and the women run shrieking toward the 
sea where many plunged in with their 
children. The old soldier seated in the 
mine now touched the train, and the tre-
mendous explosion, which threw down 
the whole bastion and destroyed many 
of the Turks, added to the horror of the 
scene. For a moment all was still; the 
Greeks began each to seek some place 
where he could longest defend himself, 
or where his friends were shut up, and 
the Turks were uniting to make a gen-
eral attack. The mill, where so many 
women and all the sick and wounded 
were shut up, was from the size of the 
building supposed to contain some-
thing valuable, and the Turks, eager for 
plunder, collected round it and at-
tempted to burst in, when fire was put 
to the powder, and besiegers and de-
fenders were blown together into the air. 

"At daylight the whole Turkish army 
came trooping in from every part, eager 
to take possession of a place which had 
cost them so much blood and toil, - and 
what did they find? A wide extent of 
smoldering ruins, - the walls were thrown 
down, or crumbling; the streets chocked 
up with the rubbish of fallen houses, and 
strewed with dead bodies; a few build-
ings only were left standing, and over 
three of those the flag of the cross was 
still flying, to tell that yet a desperate 
few were alive, to fight under it. These 
were immediately attacked, and after 
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an obstinate resistance, destroyed, with 
all their defenders; one of them, how-
ever held out three days, and was then 
blown up - and thus ended 
Missolonghi." 

The fall of Missolonghi was the pre-
lude of many misfortunes and the cause 
of the Greeks seemed to be lost. The hope-
lessness, misery and famine of the popu-
lation increased with every new foray of 
the invader and a few months after 
Missolonghi Greece presented this pic-
ture to Dr. Howe: 

"The Morea had been devastated by 
the troops of Ibrahim in almost every di-
rection. All Messenia, part of Arcadia, Elis 
and Achaia, presented a scene of utter 
devastation; it would seem as if the siroc 
had blown over it for years, destroying 
every vestige of vegetation, and had 
been followed by pestilence in its train,  

which swept away every living thing that 
had once inhabited it. Those delightful 
plains, which poets in all ages have sung, 
but whose beauties have not been over-
rated, which two years ago were 
chequered with pleasant little villages, 
surrounded by groves of lemon and olive 
and filled with a busy and contented peas-
antry, were now barren wastes, where the 
roofless and blackened walls of the 
houses, the scathed and leafless trunks 
of the olive trees, and here and there the 
whitening bones of human beings, re-
mained to tell that fire and sword had 
passed over and blasted them. 

"This was the situation of at least one 
half of the Peloponnesus; of its inhabit-
ants many had been slaughtered, others 
carried off into slavery in Egypt, and the 
rest, where were they? Oh, God! it is an 
awful question to answer, but it is a ques- 

tion which must one day be answered to 
Thee by this generation, who left thou-
sands, and tens of thousands of their fel-
low beings to be hunted like wild beasts 
to the mountains; to dwell in the caverns 
of the rocks; to wander about year after 
year, seeking for the roots of the earth, 
giving to their ragged and emaciated chil-
dren sorrel and snails for food, unable to 
get enough even of this, and pining and 
dying day absolutely perishing from 
want, while the rest of the earth was full of 
fatness." 

This according to Dr. Howe was the 
dreadful price Greece was paying for her 
liberty. But Greece was destined to sur-
vive and to be made free, but it had to be 
rehabilitated .... 

During all this time, the people of the 
United States were not unconcerned with 
what was going on in Greece. Even before 
Dr. Howe went to Greece to tell them of 
the unprecedented suffering, the people 
of America had responded generously and 
many shiploads of relief goods found their 
way to Greek ports from the United States. 
With the disclosures of real conditions 
however by Dr. Howe American philan-
thropy rose to a high pitch of achievement. 
"Greek committees" sprung all over the 
nation, collecting money and goods for 
the relief of the Greeks. 

The great work of relief and reconstruc-
tion started after 1827, Dr. Howe was one 
of the leaders in the distribution of medi-
cal supplies, food and merchandise sent 
in large quantities from America. No part 
of Greece was overlooked. 

On February 5th, 1828, Dr. Howe re-
turned to America, to urge his countrymen 
to give more for the relief of Greece. He 
brought with him a letter from the Greek 
government to the Philhellenic Commit-
tee of America. In a letter of his own ac-
companying the Greek govern-ment's 
appeal, Dr. Howe has these remarks: 
"Gentlemen, the noble and generous ex-
ertions which have been made by my 
countrymen prevent me from making an 
appeal to them for the object specified 
by the Greek Government. I feel that they 
have done their part." But the American 
people would not let down Dr. Howe and 
the suffering people of Greece. "The 
purse-strings of wealthy citizens were 
unloosed. Ladies contributed their spare 
garments and children their toys, to swell 
the tribute of the new civilization to the 
old." 
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GREECE: AN OLD 
AND TRUSTED ALLY 

A letter signed by Andrew A. Athens, 
Andrew E. Manatos, and Philip Christo-
pher, leaders of the Coordinated Effort 
of Hellenes (CEH) sent to key American 
policy-makers cited the following: 

• Greece is one of only seven nations 
in the world that America has been able 
to consistently count on as an ally in ev-
ery major international conflict in the 20th 
century — WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
and Desert Storm. Greece ranks with Great 
Britain, Australia, France, Belgium, 
Canada and New Zealand. 

•A part of the story of Greece's role in 
the Korean War was depicted by Holly-
wood in the 1953 movie "The Glory Bri-
gade," starring Victor Mature and Lee 
Marvin. 

• Sir Winston Churchill said of the 
Greeks (on October 28, 1940), "Hence we 
will not say that Greeks fight like heroes, 
but the heroes fight like Greeks." He said 
this after the small country of Greece 
became the first in WWII to stop on land 
the virtually unimpeded Axis Forces, 
which had previously stunned the world 
by quickly subduing a number of nations. 

• The WWII "Battle of Crete" also 
made military history when the Cretans, 
along with a small number of New 
Zealanders, British, and Australians, with-
stood for 10 days, and nearly defeated, 
Hitler's best forces who parachuted onto 
the island. It is estimated that 6,116 Ger-
man soldiers lost their lives in that battle. 
Even more extraordinary is the fact that 
the Cretan fighters were made up of 
women, old men, and young boys and 
girls because the adult males were fight-
ing the Nazis in mainland Greece. 

• The author of a military history said, 
"The campaign in Greece and in Crete 
forced Hitler to postpone the invasion of 
Russia...and to fight a winter cam-
paign... which brought Hitler's war ma-
chine to a standstill. The delay [in Greece] 
lost him [Hitler] the war in Russia. 

• Greek-Americans have served the 
American military well. For example, 200 
Greek-Americans, calling themselves 
"Roosevelt's Raiders," fought effectively 
from behind enemy lines in Nazi-occu-
pied Greece. 

• The well-known U.S. "Marines' 
Hymn" which begins "From the halls of 
Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli..."  

cites military action taken in Tripoli, 
Libya. Seven U.S. Marines and 38 Greek 
soldiers were involved in military opera-
tions "on the shores of Tripoli" which led 
up to the adoption of this expression. 

• The story of Greek military tactics 
used at the Battle of Marathon in 490 B.C. 
is today still mandatory reading at the 
National War College in Washington, D.C. 

The letter from the leaders of CEH high-
lighting some of Greece's history-making 
military contributions was sent to: Vice 
President Richard Cheney, a former Sec-
retary of Defense; Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, a former head of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff; and Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld, a former Secretary of Defense. 
A similar letter was sent to President 
George W. Bush and to Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs 
Condoleezza Rice, although they are not 
from a defense background. It was also 
sent to over 50 other key U.S. policy-mak-
ers in the administration and the U.S. Con-
gress. 

The leaders of CEH called on other 
Hellenes and philhellenes to share this 
distinguished Greek military history. They 
said, "American public policy will be bet-
ter toward Hellenic issues if this informa-
tion is known by American opinion lead-
ers in public office, the media, and in 
America's private sector." 

SENATE 
RESOLUTION 

Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA) in-
troduced last month a resolution in 
the United States Senate to com-
memorate March 25, 2001 as "Greek 
Independence Day: A National Cel-
ebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy." It was the 16th year in a 
row that the U.S. Senate has passed 
this resolution. Already 53 U.S. Sena-
tors have asked to have their names 
associated with this legislation, S. 
Res. 20, as original cosponsors. 

This resolution notes, among other 
things, that "Greece is one of only 
three nations in the world, beyond 
the former British Empire, that has 
been allied with the United States in 
every major international conflict in 
the twentieth century... [that] the 
Founding Fathers of the United 
States of America drew heavily upon 
the political experience and philoso-
phy of Ancient Greece in forming our 
representative democracy... [and 
that] these and other ideals have 
forged a close bond between our two 
nations and their peoples." New lan-
guage was added to this annual reso-
lution to note that, "Greece and the 
United States are at the forefront of 
the effort for freedom, democracy, 
peace, stability and human rights." 
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Pictured from left to right: Father Nicholas Anctil, Father Dennis Strouzas, George Tsandikos, 
Helen Bender, Lilly Katos, George Marinos, Nikitas Drakotos, Andre Gregory, His Eminence, 
Demi Brountzas, Father Andonios Paropoulos, Stella Capiris, Maria Logus, Steve Kyriahos, Ronnie 
Kyritsis, Karlene Williams and Cornelia Pappas. Missing: Aspasia Melis, Pauline O'Neal, Harry 
Raptahis and Cathy Walsh. 

NEW BOARD FOR ST. MICHAEL'S HOME 
On February 7, 2001, the new mem-

bers of the 2001-2002 Board of Trustees 
of St. Michael's Home met at the Arch-
diocese and received the blessings of 
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios in 
a special service held in the Archdio-
cesan Chapel of St. Paul. Immediately 
following, the Board held their first meet-
ing of the New Year. 

Members of the Board include: Presi-
dent Nikitas Drakotos, Vice-President 
Maria Logus, Treasurer George Marinos, 
Assistant Treasurer Steven Kyriakos, 
Secretary Stella Capiris, Assistant Sec-
retary Demi Brountzas and Director Very 
Rev. Andonios Paropoulos. The other 
members are: Rev. Nicholas Anctil, Rev. 
Dennis Strouzas, Helen Bender, Andre 
Gregory, Lilly Katos, Ronnie Kyritsis, 
Peter Lagios, Aspasia Melis, Pauline 
O'Neal, Cornelia Pappas, Harry Raptakis, 
George Tsandikos, Cathy Bouffides 
Walsh and Karlene Williams. The mem-
bership of the Board comprises individu-
als representing all areas of the greater 
New York Metopolitan area as well as 
the Philoptochos Presidents of the 
Archdiocesan District and the New Jer-
sey Diocese. 

Following introduction of the mem-
bership, the Director Fr. Andonios re-
minded those in attendance that St. 
Michael's is not simply an adult home 
but is a unique ministry of the Church 
providing the elderly with exemplary 
quality care in a Greek Orthodox envi-
ronment. His Eminence applauded the 
Board for its efforts in the past which 
have made the Home an institution of 
which the Archdiocese and all members 
of the community can be most proud 
and also commented that the caption 
on the letterhead of the Home "quality 
care for the elderly" is not merely a slo-
gan but a reality! 

St. Michael's, a non-profit facility 
opened in 1958, is the only Greek Or-
thodox Adult Home in the United States, 
functioning under the aegis of the Arch-
diocese and licensed by the New York 
State Department of Health. It does not 
receive subsidies from either the Arch-
diocese or the government but has al-
ways been self-sufficient. With an an-
nual operating budget of over 

$1,100,000, its only sources of income 
are the boarding fees which the resi-
dents are able to offer and donations 
which cover over one-third of its ex-
penses. 

While most residents are from New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut, there 
are a number of residents from Indiana, 
Colorado, South Carolina and Florida. 

Photo by Dimitrios Panagos 

Because ofthe great demand for the high 
level of care which the Home provides 
and to meet the increasing needs of the 
growing number of elderly in the Greek-
American community, St. Michael's is 
vigorously pursuing an expansion pro-
gram which will include increased ca-
pacity and expansion into a nursing 
home. 

Greek-American Review /March 2001 12 



CHRISTIANITY 
IN THE THIRD MILLENNIUM 

Its Survival and Influence in the Modern World 

T
he dawn of the third millennium 
invites us to think chronologically: 
2,000 years ago it happened. (What 

happened?) But human minds do not 
work like clocks. As the minute-hands 
move inexorably toward midnight, 
Greenwich mean-time, 2000, we should 
neither look back nor forward in perfect 
order. The strange, huge fact of 
Christendom is what confronts us: the 
existence since the conversion of the 
Roman emperor Constantine the Great 
in AD 312 (the Milvian Bridge episode 
"Hoc Vince") of a European Christian 
idea. 

For many people, before and since, 
Christian and non-Christian, the concept 
of a Christian civilization is a contradic-
tion in terms. For many, perhaps most, 
whatever we look forward to in the next 
1,000 years, it might have much or rather 
little to do with Christianity. (1) And yet 
Christianity, or Christendom, or the hu-
man embracing of the Christ-idea, is 
what this commemoration forces upon 
the mind. 

For the Millennium is not, as we could 
be forgiven for inferring from the propa-
ganda-machine, a chance to proclaim 
the next "glorious" 1,000 years of the 
"New World Order." Nor is it primarily 
the chance for horological obsessives to 
clock up 2,000 repetitions of time-units. 
It is, simply, the anniversary of the birth 
of Jesus of Nazareth (Immanuel = God 
with us). (2) 

For millions of Christians throughout 
the globe, it is the commemoration of a 
specific moment in time when the Su-
preme Deity chose to become human, to 
be incarnate. The love which moved the 
Sun and other stars, chose, for an extraor-
dinary period of human history, to be a 
human being, to suffer for human sins 

John A. Koumoulides is a history professor at 
Ball State University. 

By JOHN A. KOUMOULIDES 

upon the Roman Cross, to rise again pro-
claiming the infinite significance of ev- 
ery human individual in the scheme of 
things. Even for those who, alas, lack the 
spirit and or imagination to believe this 
story, and who see it merely as the great-
est and most ennobling of all human 
myths, it is at the very least a time to 
reflect on a new beginning in human his-
tory. We date the beginning of the new 
world from the birth in it of Jesus Christ. 
We cannot fail to be moved, as we think 
of this fact, by the stupendous signifi-
cance of Christ's life and death, of the 
Church which grew up in his name, and 
of the eventual conversion, three centu-
ries after he left the earth, of the Roman 
Empire, East and West, to the faith of 
that Church. 

Ever since that conversion, the truth 
of the Christian faith has been woven into 
the fabric of political, social and com-
mon life-first in Europe, then in the Ameri-
cas, and to a lesser extent in parts of Af-
rica and Asia. Scholars and pedants can 
debate the extent to which this had any-
thing at all to do with the "pale Galilean" 
himself. This is rather to miss the point. 
For there has always been the paradox 
at the heart of the Christian faith that, 
while believing the world to have been 
radically changed by Christ, few asked, 
during the years when those still lived 
who knew the answer, what he was like. 
We can read through the New testament 
and form the strongest possible impres-
sion of what the demands of a Christian 
life would be-and the cost and riches of 
a life "in Christ", as the Apostle Paul calls 
it. But we would search in vain in the 
Gospels for what a modern biographer 
would call "material". 

Indeed the Christian religion, while 
claiming that it owes its origin to spe-
cific historical events in Judea during the 
Procuratorship of Pontius Pilate, Pilatus, 
(A.D. 2636) showed no interest during the 
early decades of its development in col- 

lecting liferecords of Jesus. The other 
great religions of the world have pos-
sessed themselves of comparatively 
copious biographical information, about, 
say the Lord Buddha, or the Prophet 
Muhammad, (AD 550-632). When the 
Gospels came to be written down, how-
ever, no one thought to tell us what the 
Christ had looked like: how he had spent 
his youth and young manhood; how he 
earned his living, or spent his time when 
not engaged in those, primal acts of heal-
ing or salvation which the New testament 
narratives richly record. It was indeed, 
only in the 18th century, and much more 
so in the last decades of the 2& century, 
when the Christian faith was beginning 
to be questioned by European and 
American intellectuals, that anyone ever 
thought of trying to write the biography 
of one whose life and mission had such 
momentous consequences. 

Thus it is that we look back over 2,000 
years of history and wonder at the Chris-
tian contributions to the human experi-
ence, and find, at the end of our search, a 
mysterious silence. That the Christians 
themselves have had an effect, who can 
doubt? In our century alone, their activ-
ity and influence would confound any 
who made the claim that ours had been 
a largely secular age. When the history 
of the past 50 years comes to be written, 
many of the most crucial events could 
be seen as direct consequences of Chris-
tianity. The Pope's battalions did, as it 
happened, turn out to be more powerful 
that Stalin's. In the formerly atheist So-
viet Union, the churches of Holy Ortho-
dox Church of Mother Russia are once 
more rebuilt and contribute to a glorious 
Faith. 

The lights of prayer flicker before 
icons which, 30 years ago, were mere 
exhibits in the museum of atheism. The 
collapse of communism in Eastern Eu-
rope and the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
autumn 1989, in large part-surely-be- 
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cause a Polish Pope rallied the peoples 
of Eastern Europe to their faith in a creed 
and civilization far older than Marx. And 
even if you say, "It couldn't have hap-
pened without the threat of American 
nuclear force, or American capital", there 
is the bizarre fact that still-in this secular 
age of ours the most powerful nation on 
earth is composed largely of people who 
claim to be not merely Christians but 
Christians of the born-again variety. Nor 
is it only the "big guns" of the Vatican 
and the "nuclear threats" and other 
space or land threats coming out of Wash-
ington who, for good and ill, have shaped 
the destiny of nations since the Cold War. 
Consider the witness of Trevor 
Huddleston, and the other Anglican 
monks who, arriving in the South Africa 
of the Fifties from their little monastery 
in Yorkshire, England waged war against 
apartheid. "We are only a group of cler-
gymen trying to be good," their founder, 
Charles Gore, had said. You wouldn't 
have thought that a group of clergymen 
trying to be good would be much of a 
match for all the wealth of the Land-lords, 
the diamonds and the gold, unless you 
believed in the Sermon on the Mount. A 
comparably strange tale is the life of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King (1929-1968), 
who applied the simple standards of the 
Gospel-that in Christ all are equal, male, 
female, Jew and Greek, black and white-
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus," (3) to the seemingly 
unbudgeable might of the redneck South. 
Peaceful demonstrations achieved what 
the Civil War of a century earlier had 
been unable to achieve. 

Stretch back through the last 2,000 
years and you will find Christians effect-
ing specific changes upon human soci-
eties directly as a consequence of their 
belief that the Deity became human at 
the beginning of their era. The Creed did 
not always inspire deeds of goodness. 
For this belief, General Francisco Franco, 
(1892-1975) fought the bloodiest civil 
war in Spain, (1936-1939) to overthrow 
the "atheist" communist Government. 
Guided likewise by the light of Christ, 
the Pilgrim Fathers had set out as refu-
gees from State-Church oppression, to 
proclaim the glorious Liberty of the Gos-
pel by waging war on the indigenous 
population of America. Portuguese and 
Spanish missionaries had already be- 
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gun the task of "cleansing" the Northern 
and Southern American continents for 
Christ. When asked why he subscribed 
to a missionary society, the Duke of 
Wellington once replied "Orders are or-
ders"-a reference to the conclusion of 
Matthew's Gospel when Christ tells his 
followers to go and to baptize all nations. 
Of course he did not tell them to offer the 
natives the choice of baptism or slaugh-
ter, but if salvation depends upon a 
teaching, it is hard for human beings not 
to be fanatical. 

In the centuries before the mission-
ary-cleansers of America, the European 
Middle Ages saw the building of the 
great Gothic and Byzantine Basilica ca-
thedrals, the establishment and devel-
opment of universities, and the waging 
of fierce, blood-soaked wars. Most poi-
gnant, perhaps, was the war declared 
against the poor, crazed Cathars or 
Albigensians centered in Southern 
France by Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) 
in 1208. The Cathars and Catharism (the 
most radical heresy to confront the me-
dieval church) (4) doubted the existence 
of their own, hence of Christ's, flesh. For 
their unworldly and fanatical heresy they 
had to be put to the Christian sword-men, 
women, children, in ghastly slaughters. 
By a similar token, the Saracen (people 
of the Desert), infidels who dared to think 
of Jesus as a Prophet and not as their 
savior, were to be driven from the site of 
his supposed sepulchre by wars of un-
paralleled barbarity (the Crusades 1095-
1291).(5) 

Stretch back through 2,000 years of 
Christian intolerance towards other 
Christians, and intolerance of their own 
natures, their own bodies, their willing-
ness to mutilate and starve themselves, 
to burn alive, outlaw, fight or imprison 
any who failed to believe in Christ's In-
carnation or to understand it aright, and 
you will come at length, through long 
time journey, to those early Christian cen-
turies, when the devotees of Jesus 
huddled in catacombs or submitted to 
noble deaths at the hands of Roman 
gladiators and wild beasts, so certain 
were they that Jesus was no mere prophet, 
but a divine visitant to our planet who, 
in his Risen Life, continues to sustain his 
followers with his Eucharistic flesh. 

True, as Edward Gibbon (1737-1794) 
reminds us in his monumental and 
memorable History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, the Christian  

martyrs were fewer in number than the 
multitudes whom they themselves were 
to massacre once the Emperor 
Constantine gave them the whip hand. 
But the deaths of the Christian martyrs 
are still impressive. And the very earli-
est of these martyrs is said to have 
known the apostles who had known Jesus 
in the very flesh as he had walked the 
roads of Galilee. The aged St. Polycarp 
(c. 69-c. 155), for example, burnt to death 
in circa 155 during some pagan festival 
in Smyrna, proclaimed that he had been 
a Christian for 86 years and refused to 
forsake his faith, come flame or torture. 
This same Polycarp was said to have 
known St John and the other apostles. 
Yet if any asked him-where is the tomb 
from which Christ rose? Or the place 
where he was born? What did he look 
like? Brothers we are told he did have-
did you meet them, or their children? If 
such questions were asked, no answer 
survives. It was 500 years after Christ's 
birth that anyone thought of celebrating 
Christmas. Over 1,000 years were to pass 
before any Christian-rather than seeing 
the Cross as a triumph of God over death-
began to meditate upon the Passion of 
the young man who "hung and suffered 
there". 

The Jesus Christ of Faith, the focus of 
2,000 years patient Christian attention, 
survives in a much more mysterious way 
than would the memory of any normal 
human figure. That is why the Millennium 
should be seen not purely as a vacuous 
time of merrymaking, but as a terrible 
judgment. For Christ is not merely a sav-
ior in Christian tradition; he is a judge 
who comes with wrath to judge our short-
comings, as well as with outstretched 
hands to forgive them. If some latter-day 
Dante were to arise in our time—some 
likelihood!—it would not be difficult to 
imagine the Hell, Purgatory and Paradise 
which he would envisage as he con-
trasted the pure light of Christ's Sun-its 
scorching and uncompromising fire-with 
the non-values of our age. 

Some of Dante's harshest words were 
for those miscreant Popes and bishops 
who used their powerful positions to line 
their own pockets and to ignore the un-
ambiguous Gospel call to poverty. One 
of the brightest lights in his Paradise is 
Saint Francis of Assisi (1181/2 - 1226), 
who took this call literally. Dante's St 
Peter, who emerges from the shining 
effulgence to quiz the poet about his faith 



turns a bloody scarlet with rage at the 
thought of the Church. He claims that in 
Christ's eyes the throne of Peter in Rome 
is empty, for the Pope of those days was 
no true follower of the gospel of poverty. 
As Dante says to Peter: "Poor and fasting 
thou didst come to sow/ the land with 
seed from which the vineyard sprung." 
(6) 

Our Western society, with its money 
and material obsession, is what makes 
it impossible for us to see Christ's light. 
Instead of a European Christendom, we 
have a Common Market. The putative 
power of a united currency to rival even 
that of the dollar is held out to us as the 
highest ideal to aim for. "Growth" does 
not mean spiritual development, but a 
greedy increase in money-power. Would 
it not be better to celebrate the Millen-
nium of Jesus Christ by doing something 
to help the poor, of our own society, and 
of the world? 

Christianity in all its organized mani-
festations never looked more thread-
bare, decayed and corrupt in the 2,000  

years of its history than now. It seems at 
least questionable whether many bish-
ops and archbishops are even interested 
in it, let alone believe in it, arguing as 
they do about homosexuality or women 
priests as a way of distracting them-
selves from the searching command to 
take up the Cross. Even those Christians 
who are often wheeled forward as ex-
amples of uncompromising belief-the 
fervent modern evangelicals who con-
duct Alpha courses and wow the young 
professional classes with strobe lights 
and guitars in fashionable churches-be-
have as if there were no such thing as 
society. Luxuriating in their spiritual ex-
periences, speaking with tongues and 
waving their hands in the air with ecstatic 
joy, they appear to have little in com-
mon with those 1 9" century evangelicals 
who toiled to abolish slavery, or to res-
cue working children from chimneys and 
factories. Meanwhile in Rome, the great 
machine of the Western Church, undeni-
ably impressive as the present Pope is, 
concerns itself with arcane and puzzling 

aspects of its own life, such as the 
reassertion of the value of Indulgences 
or the matter of the Pope's infallibility. 

Christendom-the notion that society 
itself should be fashioned by the values 
of Christ-has been put to one side by an 
untried pluralism. It remains to be seen 
whether a multi-faith or non-faith soci-
ety whose only God is prosperity will 
have the staying power of Islam, or 
whether the old wars, fought in Christ's 
name in Palestine at the time of Saladin 
will be fought once more, and this time, I 
fear, end in Christian defeat. 

The light of Christ is certainly not to 
be found in any contemporary institu-
tions, political or ecclesiastical. What 
continues is the extraordinary power of 
individual human lives to be shaped by 
the Gospel-notions-dying in order to live, 
doing to the poorest and least 
advantaged as you would do to Christ 
himself. 

I think of the late Brother Paisios, the 
aged monk at Mount Athos, and perhaps 
one of the most remarkable holy men of 

Greek-American Review /March 2001 15 



Attie 
The Hellenic Women's Club of Bergen County recently attended the Alexander S. Onassis Benefit Exhibit at the Olympic Tower, in New Yorh City. The ladies 
described it as the most impressive exhibition of paintings by modern Greeh painters inspired from ancient classical Greece 

New Addition to Valef Yachts 
Valef yachts, managers of the larg-

est and most affluent fleet of yachts for 
private charter in Greece, announced a 
new addition to its fleet, the MN Hal-
cyon. 

At 150 feet in length the twin-hulled 
Halcyon was built in 1992 and com-
pletely refitted in 1997. She accommo-
dates up to 46 guests in 23 beautifully 
furnished suites which all face sea. On 
board you will enjoy magnificent sea 

our age, in Greece or anywhere. He lived 
the world of Christ's teachings and that 
was the sole secret of his power and suc-
cess as a monk and a spiritual father 
whom I had the fortune to meet. In his 
life, hundreds of people who met him 
saw that light which Dante saw burning 
in Paradise. It was quite unlike any secu-
lar form of goodness. He wasn't just a 
very kind man, or a monk. There was 
something mysterious about it. Many 
different types of men were drawn to it, 
as, in a comparable way, they were drawn 
to the witness of Mother Teresa in the 
poverty-stricken slums of Calcutta. Both 
those lives were well-known. Probably 
in any generation, there are hundreds of 
unknown saints who are brave enough 
not to fudge, romantic enough to take the 
plunge. That is what belief in Christ is. 
That is what the Millennium commemo-
rates. And in so far as we fail to respond 
to it, many of us feel diminished and, 
yes, judged. 

views as you stroll its more than 2,500 
square feet of open deck furnished with 
comfortable deck chairs, or have a de-
lightful meal al-fresco. You can relax 
with friends in the handsomely ap-
pointed lounge, browse in the well-
stocked library or visit the bridge to 
learn more about navigation. Ocean-
view dining is convivial and unhurried 
as seating is unassigned. 

All 23 of the yachts' beautifully fur-
nished staterooms are equipped with 
lower beds, a private shower and toilet, 
individual climate control, radio and 
telephone. Each suite is fitted with a 
large window from which you can watch 
the rising sun peep out from behind one 
of the many Greek Islands scattered 
throughout the Aegean, and enjoy the 
deep blue of the sea. Comfort and good 
taste will make your stay on board un-
forgettable. 

In its friendly, elegant bar, one of the  

most popular spots on the ship and an 
ideal setting for personal moments, talk 
with old friends or make new ones over 
a refreshing drink before dinner. At din-
ner, enjoy traditional Greek hospitality 
and the chef's superb creations, choos-
ing from a wide variety of international 
and Greek dishes. Compliment your 
meal with a fine wine from the large se-
lection of Greek and foreign labels. And 
for a pleasant lunch or dinner, dine at 
Halcyon's indoor restaurant Ninemia or 
its on deck restaurant Eolos, caressed 
by a fresh Aegean breeze under a clear 
Mediterranean sky filled with bright 
constellations. 

For further information please con-
tact Valef Yachts at tel :(800) 223-3845 
or by email at Valef@ix.netcom.com. 
Also you may visit our website which 
features the Halcyon along with many 
other yachts from our elegant fleet at 
www.VALEFYACHTS.com  
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The Time of the 
Little Black Bird 
Helen Papanikolas speaks on her new book 

One of the speakers at the recent 
conference of the Greek-American 
Women's Network in New York 
City, was the renowned writer Mrs. 
Helen Papanikolas, who spoke on 
her new book, The Time of the Little 
Black Bird. Following are excerpts 
from her remarks: 

The title of my latest book is The Time of the Little Black 
Bird. Birds are important in Greek folk culture. Our 
Greek forebears did not love the hard, rocky earth they 

tilled. It had been depleted of nutrients from centuries of 
cultivation. When they left for America, many had amulets 
with a pinch of Greek earth pinned to their underclothes or 
kept a small bottle of it with their meager possessions. If 
they were to die in hsenitia, in this foreign land, a priest would 
sprinkle the bit of Greek earth in their casket. This was a 
symbol, not of the small plots of land 
they hoed, but of the Greek nation 
where the blood of their ancestors 
had been spilled for the sake of free-
dom. 

The Greeks loved, too, the moun-
tains where the guerrillas, the kleftes, 
fighting the Turks, made their do-
main. They loved the pines, the elata, 
and the cold , clear waters of the 
mountain streams. I remember as a 
child hearing immigrant fathers extol-
ling, each one longingly, the waters 
of his native place, his topos. 

And they loved birds, symbols to 
them of freedom. As subjects of the 
Turks for four hundred years, they 
saw birds fly above, swoop down to 
earth, and fly off again wherever they 
wished. In the magnificent folklore 
our immigrants brought with them 
are many songs about birds. My first 
book of short stories is entitled Small 

Bird Tell Me. It comes from a mother's lament for her son. 

Small bird, there where you fly to America, 
Tell me, where does my son lie down to sleep. 
When he is sick who tends him. 

Birds are often addressed in this Romiosini culture. From 
Byzantine days, the Greeks were called Romaioi, subjects of 
Rome. Head chieftans, harassing the Turks, gave birds mes-
sages of counsel to headstrong younger men. A song tells of 
a bird sent to the kleftis leader Katsandonis with this mes-
sage: "black bird, black swallow, tell Katsandonis to sit still. 
Times aren't like last year, when he did whatever he wanted." 

Black birds were also omens of death. Someone will die 
in my novel. A nephew told my husband he didn't want that 
character to die and my husband said he didn't speak to me 
for four days because he didn't either. A great exaggeration. 
He had to speak to me. I was the cook. 

The novel tells the story of a four-generation Greek-Ameri- 
can family, who are in business together. The odyssey of this 

fictitious family begins on Salt Lake 
City's west side. It tells of immigrant 
culture, of the tensions between the 
Greek-born and American-born gen-
erations, of hopes, of an aborted love 
affair, and of the all-consuming busi-
ness that controls the family. 

The novel opens with an eighty-
year-old man, Steve, the son of immi-
grants, learning that treachery lay hid-
den in the family business that his im-
migrant father and uncle had built up. 
Steve had parlayed his father and 
uncle's modest real estate holdings 
into a large number of Salt Lake City 
buildings and considerable real es-
tate. In America, the ancient strength 
and sanctity of the family has been 
eroding. "How did this happen?" the 
man asks himself. "We were a family." 

The novel then goes back to the 
young immigrants. Steve's father, who 
becomes the patriarch, can barely 
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read and write. He marries a seventeen-year- old village girl, 
brought to America by her uncle because her family was too 
poor to give her a dowry. 

I've been asked why I didn't write about educated Greeks. 
I think such questions reveal shame about a person's Greek 
background. Rather, people should be awed that those 
poorly educated Greeks did so well in America. The great 
number of boys and young men who came to America in the 
first years of the 1900s had an illiteracy rate of 28 percent. 
That is, twenty eight of every one hundred could neither 
read nor write. (In 1916, immigration laws were passed mak-
ing it mandatory that incoming immigrants know how to read 
and write in their own language.) It is a phenomenon to me 
that those barely literate immigrants laid the groundwork 
for today's Greek Americans. The last Census shows Greeks 
are first in education and second to the Jewish people in 
wealth. 

I chose ordinary Greek immigrants not only because they 
are representative of our forebears—doctors, attorneys, jour-
nalists, and other educated Greeks were few in number—
but because they are more interesting. 

The seventeen-year-old bride the older immigrant 
brother marries is bewildered to find that the man standing 
with her at the altar with a wedding crown connected by a 
ribbon to hers, is not the man her uncle has chosen for her. 
The midwife tells her that her uncle had changed his mind 
when the man standing at the altar offered him five hun-
dred dollars. This was not unusual in the early days of immi-
gration; there were many thousands of young Greeks want-
ing wives and so few girls available. 

The midwife is important in the novel. I have fictional-
ized a real woman. I had written an article about Magerou 
thirty years ago for the Utah Historical Quarterly . Over the years 
it has been reprinted in Greek-American and American pub-
lications many times. She was illiterate and a most remark-
able woman, a legend, delivering babies for Greek, Italian, 
Yugoslav, and Mormon women; her folk cures were legend-
ary. I liked a cure of hers for a wandering spleen, whatever  

that is. She would take hold of the flesh under the patient's 
ribs and yank hard. A number of midwives practiced in east-
ern cities. One was well educated and wrote a book for moth-
ers on baby care. Her husband burned the manuscript. She 
secretly rewrote it and privately printed it. But even she 
could not match five-foot Magerou's colorful personality. 

The young bride's husband is autocratic and insensitive, 
a rustic villager. She also has three boarders, two men who 
deliver ice, and her husband's brother. She cooks for them, 
washes their clothes on a washboard, plants and tends a 
large garden, bakes bread in an outdoor earth oven, all the 
while giving birth and raising children. 

I'm often asked where I get my characters. Sometimes I 
read a few lines in a book or journal that gives me an idea, 
or I hear something, or someone tells me a story or anec-
dote that I change and shape to fit my plot. Many years ago, 
a friend said he wished I would do more with those immi-
grant women. From that comment Marika was born. 

Marika's brother-in-law, her husband's younger brother, 
Uncle Harry, has the advantage of an education. This was 
provided with the money his brother sent to the village from 
doing the menial work all new immigrants must do in a for-
eign land. He puts on airs, but finds his match in the woman 
he marries. She is a refugee from the Asia Minor Disaster of 
1921-22 when the Greek army foolishly tried to regain this 
ancient land of the Greeks. A horror followed for Greeks and 
Armenians. The woman from Smyrna is far better educated 
than Uncle Harry, but like many refugees, she had lost her 
dowry and, penniless, arrives in New York. (Smyrna was re- 
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named Izmir and Constantinople Istanbul by the conquering 
Turks, but to Greeks throughout the world, they will always 
be called Smyrna and Constantinople.) The refugee places 
an advertisement for a husband in the Atlantis, the Greek 
language newspaper. She is the chief villain of the novel. 

A man I have corresponded with for many years, who was 
born in Smyrna, graduated from the University of Athens, a 
mathematician, now teaching in California, supposedly a man 
of the world, wrote me after reading the novel and told me I 
should immediately write another story to show that the 
women of Smyrna are good. "You have given a wrong im-
pression of them," he said. I telephoned him and said, 
"Theothore, didn't you know a single woman in Smyrna who 
wasn't good? I could have made her a woman from Athens, 
Patras, Thessaloniki, or Tripolis, but it suited my plot to have 
a refugee character." He is coming to see me to discuss 
Smyrna womanhood. Writers have to contend with advice 
and complaints. 

The first chapters of the book are about the immigrant 
generation. I then focus my attention on the children of the 
immigrants. These are of my generation who grew up in the 
1920s, went through the 1930s' Depression, and then World 
War II. They retained much of the old-country culture, at-
tended Greek school, and were closely bound by the Or-
thodox church, but they discarded some customs, especially 
funeral practices, namely the mirologhia, the singing or keen-
ing over the dead. During World War II, bodies were no longer 
brought to the dead person's house for these mirologhia, ee-
rie, grieving, and beautiful. The most celebrated are said to 
be from Mani in the southern Peloponnese. 

The two cultures 
The children of immigrants had to straddle two cultures, 

the Greek and the American. Many suffered extreme stress. 
The oldest child of the immigrant couple, Steve, expresses 
his anger and frustration by emotional outbursts. A woman 
wrote me that Steve should not have used those swear 
words, that the novel would have held up very well without 
it. I answered that is how Steve gives vent to the rage over 
his life experiences that began in his childhood: the emo-
tionally deprived atmosphere in their cramped home; the 
abusive uncle who lived with the family; the father scroung-
ing and penny-pinching to buy more run-down property on 
the west side; the mother raising children and caring for the 
insufferable boarders, all because each one paid twenty-
five dollars a month, enabling his father to buy more prop-
erty. Steve won't let go of the taunts and prejudices that  

immigrant children of my generation were subjected to. He 
is also burdened by Greek cultural expectations such as find-
ing husbands for his sisters, a conflicted relationship with 
his brother Solly, and his father and uncle's old-country ideas 
about how business should be run. 

During his first year in college, in the early depressed 
thirties, he realizes there won't be much of a business left if 
he doesn't take a more active part in running it. Also, there 
was not enough tuition money for both him and his brother 
Solly. He leaves school, and finds he is treated as an errand 
boy instead. 

I quote from the novel: "They sent him on errands they 
had previously done themselves with peremptory orders in 
Greek interspersed with English words they had appropri-
ated: "Go to the builda and tell old man Jinkins he has to pay 
to fix the eleveta and he better take care of the crack in the 
floori. When you come back take the caro to the garatzi to fix 
the brehis.' They made his stomach hurt." 

Steve and the other sons of the immigrant brothers are 
like their fathers in that their main interest in life is buying 
more property and making more money to prove they have 
risen above their immigrant beginnings. The role of the 
daughters and daughters-in-law is to provide abundant fam-
ily dinners and raise children. 

Steve's wife Mary is the protagonist of the second half of 
the novel. She is the oldest of the women. Although the men 
see each other every day, their quarreling and outright hos-
tility has changed the family pattern over the years. No longer 
do the brothers', sisters', and their cousin's families come 
together for family dinners, and to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year's, Easter, and the Dormition of the Vir-
gin on August 15. The women might see each other by chance 
in a mall or in church. 

In the past weeks, Mary has been setting her house in 
order, giving old books to the neighborhood library, throw-
ing away gardening trash that has accumulated in the ga-
rage, and sorting through a big cardboard box of family snap-
shots that go back to the late twenties and on to the De-
pression, the war, and the spurious prosperity of the 1960s 
and 1970s. While she is working, she becomes aware of the 
little black bird near her rose garden. 

The snapshots remind her of the past, of her young years, 
of family dinners. She separates the snapshots into four piles: 
for her husband Steve's two sisters, the wife of his brother 
Solly, and the wife of his dead cousin. Mary feels sad as she 
looks at the snapshots and guilty because she has failed to 
keep the family together. As the oldest woman, since the 
women of the first generation have died, it would have been 
her duty to do this. She goes to confession, but leaves un-
satisfied. 

She decides to give a luncheon for the women of the fam-
ily and present them with manila envelopes containing snap-
shots that pertain to their families. Mary gives consuming 
attention to the luncheon preparations, the menu, polish-
ing the silver, washing the stemware, pressing the embroi-
dered linen, arranging flowers for the centerpiece. This is 
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what my generation did as young women. We considered it 
more hospitable to invite friends to our homes for luncheons. 
I am not the Mary in the book, but while writing this seg-
ment, I used a menu I often prepared in those days: crab 
cakes, new potatoes, asparagus, fruit salad, and cheesecake. 

What happens during the luncheon and how the women 
respond to the snapshots leads to the climax of the novel. I 
don't want to say more, except that even though the women 
had belonged to the same family for over fifty years, they 
didn't really know each other. Each had hidden her most 
private self from the others. This has been fostered by the 
culture of secrecy that the immigrants brought with them 
and which mothers dinned into their daughters. Who of that 
generation has not heard, "What will people say?" and "What 
goes on in the house must stay in the house." I hope in-
stead, you will read the book and find out what happens to 
this large, unwieldy family. 

I want to tell you that fifty years ago when I began re-
searching Greek immigrant history, I did not expect it to go 
on for decades and to include other ethnic peoples' experi-
ence as well. I soon found that I had to be diligent. When an 
article was published about an important event and did not 
include the Greeks, I immediately researched the subject 
and wrote an essay to show their participation. When my 
vision precluded my using the microfilm machine to survey 
old newspapers and documents, I turned to fiction to show 
the emotional life of the Greek immigrants and their prog-
eny. Besides my family, writing about the Greek-American 
experience in the West has been the most important aspect 
of my life. I have been helped greatly by people who freely 
lent classic pictures of immigrant days to illustrate my work. 
Those who influenced my work most are no longer alive, 
those once young immigrants who thought they would work 
in America a few years and return to Greece. Instead they 
stayed, and I will always be indebted to them. 

I am now working on the Romiosinni culture the immigrants 
brought with them and what has happened to it in this coun-
try. To illustrate the work, I have searched all over the United 
States for pictures. I have written to historical societies in 
almost every state, to immigration centers, to priests. I have 
found practically nothing in the south, except two unusable 
pictures. Not a single priest has answered my letters or faxes. 
When my manuscript becomes a book, I will hear criticisms 
on why I do not have pictures of their regions. 

About New York, the ethnologist, Mary Vouras, told me 
that she thought Jacob Riis, the renowned photographer of 
immigrants, had taken a picture of the St. Barbara Greek 
church in a tenement district. I wrote and telephoned many 
places that led me to the Museum of the City of New York. 
The museum did not have a picture of the church, which I 
regret, but three pictures of his were available: the Byron 
restaurant in the Bowery 1904 and two poorly dressed Greek 
children in Gotham Court, also in 1904. I was so happy to get 
the photographs; they were worth all the effort I had made. 

I hope New York has a Greek museum some day. Salt Lake 
City and Chicago each have one. To see history before one's 
eyes gives an instantaneous, graphic look into the past. 
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Dr. Doundoulakis 
Elected Vice Chairman 

of Community Board 
Dr. 	James 	H. 

Doundoulakis, a pros-
thodontist and cos-
metic dental special-
ist practicing in Man-
hattan, was recently 
elected Vice Chair-
man of Community 
Board 8 in Manhattan. 
The vote was taken at 
the full board meeting 
in November where Dr. 
Doundoulakis re-
ceived over 80% of the 
possible vote of the 
board members. His 
term as Vice Chair be-
gan January of 2001. 
As Vice Chairman, Dr. 
Doundoulakis will oversee and help coordinate all the 
activities of the board. 

There are 59 community boards in New York City, each 
one representing a specific district. Community Board 8 
in Manhattan covers the Upper East Side and Roosevelt 
Island. Specifically, the Board extends from the north side 
of East 59th Street to the south side of 96th Street, Fifth 
Avenue to the East River, and Roosevelt Island. The Board 
makes recommendation on a wide range of land use, zon-
ing, landmark, street life, and local planning issues. 

Community Board 8 reviews and makes recommenda-
tions on application for zoning amendments, building 
variances, liquor licenses, sidewalk cafes, concerns of 
seniors and youth, and changes to landmarked build-
ings to name a few of their responsibilities. In addition, 
the Board monitors traffic and transportation issues, capi-
tal projects, and public safety. The Community Board and 
the Board Office work closely with city, state, and federal 
elected officials, community groups and other city agen-
cies on these issues. 

Dr. James H. Doundoulakis is a leader in his dental 
field of prosthodontics, a specialty that deals with the 
beautification and replacement of teeth utilizing ad-
vanced cosmetic and implant techniques. He is Attend-
ing and Assistant Professor at The New York Hospital 
Cornell Medical Center and has a private practice on 
Manhattan's Upper East Side. Dr. Doundoulakis is a fel-
low of the American College of Dentists and Executive 
Office of the Academy of Osseointegration, the world's 
leading organization in developing the highest standards 
of dental implant treatment. If you have any questions 
concerning the activities of the community board, you 
can reach Dr. Doundoulakis at (212) 517 - 3365. 



Books, 
Books 

CYPRUS NEAR THE BRINK 
By ORESTES VARVITSIOTES 

Cyprus: A View 
from the Diaspora 
By: George Gregoriou 
Smyrna Press, Union City, NJ 2000 

The views developed in this blunt 
and angry book by Professor George 
Gregoriou are not exactly the views of 
the ordinary Cypriot living in the 
Diaspora, nor Greek for that matter. Their 
views mostly reflect the theme, in vari-
ous degrees and variations, as propa-
gated by the Nicosia and Athens gov-
ernments, political parties and estab-
lished historical mythology. Gregoriou's 
views were developed in the social up-
heavals of the United States and from 
his participation in them. The struggle 
for the liberation of Cyprus from the Brit-
ish, and now the Turkish-occupied part 
of northern Cyprus, seems to have 
weighted heavily on his way of thinking. 
As he describes his growing up, "the po-
litical environment and education of Greek Cyp-
riot children when the war (WWII) ended was 
enmeshed in the struggle against British colo-
nialism and self-determination". His nation-
alist credentials were rooted in his 
father's legacy, his father having been 
interned by the British in the 1931 upris-
ing. However, the events in Cyprus, the 
war in Vietnam and the Greek junta in 
Greece and his reaction to those events, 
transformed him from a hard-core nation-
alist in his youth to a left-wing intellec-
tual in his maturity years. "The age of 'in-
nocence', he writes, came to an end when the 
military seized power in Greece in 1967. The 
struggle against 'Greek fascism' had the great-
est impact on my political outlook. I began teach-
ing seminars on progressive politics, democratic 
struggles, and critical theory. The convergence 
between theory and praxis led to my emancipa-
tion from the mainstream ideological 'claptrap'. 
This intellectual transformation and the experi-
ence in the struggles against fascism in Greece  

and American imperialism in Vietnam will be 
reflected in this writing.." 

Gregoriou's analysis is not the result 
of his anger; rather, his anger is the result 
of his analysis which led him to the con-
clusion that Cyprus is at the brink of the 
"final" solution: legalized and permanent 
partition, regardless of how it is going to 
be sugarcoated, if at all. The partition 
solution has been offered, in various 
shapes and forms, by our Anglo-Ameri-
can allies ever since the Acheson Plan in 
1964. It suited the Anglo-American in-
terests, and was packaged as an accom-
modation to Turkey's unswerving deter-
mination not to accept anything less, 
notwithstanding Greek/Cypriot opposi-
tion to it and their appeals to the noble 
ideals of self-determination, majority 
rule and democratic government. "Greek 
opposition" is actually a misnomer, as 
various Greek governments would have 
accepted this solution, albeit reluctantly, 
were it not for the adamant opposition of 
Makarios and the popular masses of both 
Greece and Cyprus. Which probably ex-
plains the reason why the military Junta 
was brought to power in Greece: to dis-
enfranchise the masses in Greece, and 
remove Makarios from the picture in 
Cyprus. It also explains the reason for 
the concerted efforts by American offi-
cials and Media to vilify President 
Makarios as the "red priest" or the "Castro 
of the Mediterranean", and Cyprus as the 
"Cuba of the Mediterranean". It also ex-
plains the dire forecasts about the elec-
toral strength of the communist party, 
AKEL, and the perceived "communist 
danger". By Professor Gregoriou's ac-
count, President Makarios was an ardent 
nationalist, nothing more, nothing less, 
whereas AKEL is described as a "mod-
erate and pragmatic Communist Party" 
in A Handbook on United States Relations with 
Greece and Cyprus, edited by Eugene T. 
Rossides. 

In reviewing British colonialism, Pro-
fessor Gregoriou vividly describes its 
oppressive, chauvinistic character, and 
emphasizes the effectiveness of their 
infamous "divide and rule" policy, al-
ready successfully applied in India/Pa-
kistan, Israel/Palestine and Ireland. This 
policy masterfully transformed the dis-
pute from one between Britain and 
Cyprus, occupier and occupied, into an 
inter-community quarrel: Greek Cypriot 
against Turkish Cypriot, with the British 
elevating themselves to the role of the 
peacemaker! Examined under this 
prism, it is Gregoriou's contention that 
the nationalist, i.e. Church of Cyprus and 
the political Right, approach to union of 
Cyprus with Greece (enosis) and the armed 
struggle that was employed to win it, 
played into the hands of the British. It 
gave rise to the Turkish Cypriots demand 
for partition (taksim) as the alternative to 
British rule and offered the extremists 
the opportunity to trigger the inter-com-
munal strife first in 1956 and again in 
1963. On the other hand, he argues, 
AKEL's policy of an anti-colonial front of 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots united in 
their struggle for independence, not 
enosis, was more in tune with the realities 
of the time, both domestic and interna-
tional. Gregoriou notes the fact that AKEL 
had united under its wing both Greeks 
and Turks in the labor Unions, and its 
membership were drawn from both com-
munities. In his criticism of the national-
ists, he does not spare Archbishop 
Makarios's manipulative schemes, espe-
cially, his giving the green light to Col. 
Grivas to start the rebellion on April 1, 
1955 in order to put pressure on the Brit-
ish to cede to their demands. It is Col. 
Grivas, however, who receives 
Gregoriou's unrelenting criticism, and by 
the time he is finished he brands him 
(and the Greek Junta) as close to a traitor. 
In his mind, the nationalist approach 
completely alienated the Turkish com- 
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munity, and ultimately led not to enosis, 
but to the 1960 Zurich and London Agree-
ments, which created the monster called 
the Republic of Cyprus. True, the Agree-
ments were worked out without the par-
ticipation of representatives from the two 
communities, and were imposed on 
them willy-nilly. Nevertheless, Grivas's 
rebellion did not force Britain to capitu-
late. Instead, it gave her the opportunity 
to entangle Turkey, legally and perma-
nently, in the affairs of the island. At the 
same time, Turkey was pampered by the 
Americans and built up to become a re-
gional military superpower, or close to 
it, thus placing Greece in the position 
where it either had to play to the tune of 
Ankara or face annihilation. As a matter 
of fact, this combination of America's and 
NATO's unequivocal military support and 
diplomatic pampering of Turkey, and 
Turkey's irredentism and expansionist 
posture became the twin factors which 
would determine all future events: 
Turkey's invasion and occupation of 
northern Cyprus, Denktash's uncompro-
mising intransigence and Turkey's most 
recent claims in the Aegean, (which the 
US had the opportunity to discredit when 
President Clinton intervened in the Imia 
crisis, but conveniently chose not to). 

It is Professor Gregoriou's contention 
that the current negotiations are leading 
nowhere but to partition, legalized and 
permanent. What Gregoriou considers as 
the litmus test in any agreement, regard-
less of its sugarcoating, is whether the 
Turkification of the North by the Turkish 
colonizers and army will remain intact 
or whether the Greek Cypriot refugees 
will be allowed to return to their homes 
in meaningful numbers. Were the latter 
to occur, it would restore the ethnic bal-
ance, which was upset by the invasion 
and the ensuing ethnic cleansing of 200,000 
Greek Cypriots and colonization of over 
80,000 Turks from Anatolia. However, it 
seems that Denktash is maneuvering 
exactly in the opposite direction by in-
sisting to be admitted a priori as a sepa-
rate entity, in order for him to agree to sit 
down and negotiate. Such admission, of 
course, would be tantamount to a de jure 
as well as a de facto recognition and parti-
tion. Gregoriou also criticizes the entire 
basis of the Greek position as inadequate 
and irrelevant to a viable, lasting solu-
tion. He notes: " Nicosia appears to be willing  

to accept a settlement which would be based on 
'horse trading' and 'splitting the difference' be-
tween the two ethnic communities. This policy 
produced no results, other than the Greek ant 
Turkish Cypriot agreements in 1977 and 1979 
and the U.N. Security Council resolutions for a 
bizonal, bi-communal federal system, which have 
been abandoned by the Turkish side. Yet the 
Greek Cypriots have been put into a corner to 
accept a settlement of sharing power between 
the majority and the minority on a 50-50 ba-
sis." Furthermore, "If the Turkish Cypriot 'fed-
erated state' is to be inhabited by a permanent 
Turkish majority (Ghali ideas), accepted by the 
Greek side as the basis for the negotiations, most 
Greek Cypriot refugees will not be allowed to 
return to their homes, except to visit as tourists, 
under strict Turkish controls". And it is not 
only the question of the refugees and the 
ethnic make up of the two states. It is 
also the workability of the settlement. 
"A major factor, he reminds us, leading to the 
collapse of the 1960 constitution was the veto 
powers (and privileges) reserved for the Turkish 
minority and the Turkish Cypriot Vice-Presi-
dent. The proposed new federal structures would 
include an upper house (equal representation) 
and a lower house (proportional representation) 
requiring a majority vote from each community 
and the approval of the elected leaders, respec-
tively. Hence, instead of having two vetoes, as in 
the 1960 Constitution, the projected federal 
arrangement would have four vetoes, and possi-
bly more since there will be extensive autonomy 
and powers reserved to the federal (ethnic) states. 
A permanent power struggle, based on ethnicity, 
religion, and huckstering will be 
constitutionalized and made a permanent fea-
ture of the political process." In the final analy-
sis "The Turkish side is not demanding a terri-
torial solution which would reflect the relative 
population ratio, administered as an autono-
mous region or a canton. They are demanding 
over 30 percent of Cyprus to be under Turkish 
Cypriot control, a separate state with a perma-
nent Turkish ethnic identity, sharing political 
power on a 50-50 basis, and a Turkish military 
presence to control the north of Cyprus. Such 
an occupation will cast a long shadow over the 
territory inhabited by the Greek Cypriots". 
Under these conditions, the status quo 
could very well be the lesser of two evils. 

But if diplomacy is not likely to bring 
about an "honorable solution", what is 
then the alternative? Here is his answer: 
"The 'facts on the ground' can be undone. But 
only pressure from the streets can end the 
concessionist process. Space within the European 

Union for Turkey is conditioned on Turkey's 
obligation to play by European rules. This of-
fers the Greek Cypriot masses the opportunity 
to create new "facts on the ground" that under-
mine the vital interests of those domestic and 
foreign forces who are benefiting from the status 
quo and who will benefit further from de facto 
partition". 

One may question whether such an 
approach can have the desired results 
in the face of long-standing and over-
whelming Turkish-American-NATO oppo-
sition, and odds. If it couldn't be 
achieved in the last fifty years, how it 
will happen now? When the elder George 
Papandreou attempted to do just that, 
i.e., to rally the Greek masses behind 
him, the junta was brought to power to 
abort such an eventuality. It was the 
Greek junta backed coup d'etat against 
Makarios that provided the excuse for 
the Turks to invade and occupy the north-
ern part of the island before a legitimate 
government took over in Greece and im-
pose their solution, unilaterally and per-
manently. Every attempt by Greece or 
Cyprus to alter the balance of power has 
been met with threats of immediate mili-
tary response by Turkey. American "equal 
distance" approach is nothing but a 
cover up for their real position: support 
of Turkey. After Greece was forced to giv-
ing up its veto power to allow Turkey to 
become a candidate for accession into 
the European Union, the result is Turkey 
holding all the cards. Ostensibly, it was 
an attempt to remove pressures on 
Greece from her "allies" and moderate 
implicit or explicit threats by Turkey. 
Bringing Turkey into the fold, it is argued, 
may be a way to ameliorate her stand on 
the disputed issues. It opened a window 
of opportunity for Turkey to receive as-
sistance in solving her acute and press-
ing economic, social and political prob-
lems. Turkey must be encouraged to seek 
its future in becoming a member of the 
European Union. That's where her real 
interests lie, not in irredentism and con-
frontations. However, the soft sell ap-
proach has produced very little results, 
if anything, in the past. Lifting the em-
bargo in 1976 did not make Turkey more 
"reasonable" as President Carter had 
assured us; and electing George 
Vassiliou as President, with an agenda 
to facilitate the rapprochement, did not 
alter Turkey's stance and behavior. Tur- 
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key must be pressured now to conform 
to the preconditions set by the EU in or-
der to be admitted as a candidate for 
accession, and must become democra-
tized. Were this to happen, it would mean 
that the Turkish military, which are call-
ing the shots now, would have their 
power and influence curtailed. That 
would remove the single most important 
obstacle to the possibility for a more 
equitable solution and rapprochement. 
As for the EU countries, there are some 
encouraging signs that they will stick to 
their precondition demands and keep 
the pressure on Turkey to comply. Will 
the ultimate arbiter, the United States, 
take heed also? 

Which brings us to Professor 
Gregoriou's assessment of the Cypriot 
and Greek Diaspora's role in the struggle 
for justice for Cyprus: "We immigrants, he 
states, did our part to support the struggle from 
the outside. In this sense, the political struggle 
in Cyprus and our lives were linked. There was 
no escape, unless we drifted away from our eth-
nic roots." But what were the results? "The 
only success story the Greek American lobbyists 
can recount in the last twenty-five years is the 
United States arms embargo on Turkey after 
the 1974 invasion of Cyprus, though Turkey 
continued to get its 'American' arms through 
other NATO sources." However, after the 
embargo was officially lifted in 1976, 
"Greek American politics followed this pattern: 
begging, appealing, donating money, photo 
opportunities, and "threatening" elected officials 
with "punishment" at the polls. These activities 
kept the "Cyprus Problem" alive, but did 
not.....undo the de facto partition of 1974." 
Nevertheless, " the leaderships in Athens and 
Nicosia have relied heavily on the Greek-Ameri-
cans and their lobbying activities. This reliance 
has been beyond their capabilities, though they 
have done their utmost to imitate the Jewish 
lobby (AHIPAC)". Overall, this is a fair as-
sessment. It leaves, though, some things 
out, which should be pointed out, not only 
in order to keep the record straight, but 
also in order not to repeat past mistakes 
in the future. One is the reliance and sub-
mission to the leadership of the Church, 
i.e., Archbishop Iakovos. Of course, his 
support was essential and beneficial, 
both on the basis of his position and the 
force of his personality. But it should 
have been the lay leadership that led 
the actual mobilization, and united in 
their action. Such approach would have  

helped develop a leadership with the 
required knowledge, ability and pres-
tige, instead of promoting those with 
deep pockets but no knowledge of the 
issues. AHIPAC, which has advanced the 
most aggressive and best-documented 
positions, has been left on its own, with-
out meaningful financial or other support 
and, on occasion, even undermined. An-
other is our taking the cues from Athens 
and Nicosia, who don't have the faintest 
idea as to how the system works in the 
United States. In addition, no matter how 
close and amicable the relations be-
tween the periphery and the center, their 
interests do not always coincide; cer-
tainly, not absolutely. Which means that 
the center should have developed its 
own conduits to the centers of power in 
Washington, DC. We also have been 
timid in our demands. The 8-10 military 
aid ratio to Greece and Turkey was a 
farce. However, it became the quintes-
sential of our demands. Very little and 
very belated (the last ten years) did we 
raise the issues of aggression and occu-
pation, foreign troops occupying an in-
dependent country with American arms, 
in violation of US laws, the UN resolu-
tions, even NATO's charter. In previous 
years, we had just mentioned these 
transgressions as afterthoughts, instead 

A few years ago I visited the Pelopon-
nese for the first time. I walked on the 
grounds of holly and historic places I had 
only heard about, places such as 
Kalavryta and the Monastery of Aghia 
Lavra. Friends took me to Koroni on the 
southernmost tip of western Pelopon-
nese, where I had an experience I will 
never forget. I visited a Kryfo Scholio! 
(Somehow, "Secret School," while an ac-
curate translation, does not evoke the 
same feelings). I went down the many 
steps and looked up to the small open-
ing through which the "lambro fengaraki" 
(bright little moon) illuminated the 
ground below. And for a fleeting mo-
ment, remembering what I learned as a 
child first in Athens, Greece, and then in 
Brooklyn, New York, I saw a moonlit  

of making them the central issue of our 
efforts. 

Professor Gregoriou has no use for 
the political and military establish-
ment in the United States, and Europe 
for that matter. He considers America 
and NATO co-responsible with Turkey 
for the events in Cyprus and the present 
deadlock. He believes that the Greek 
governments' dependency on Ameri-
can hegemony made their efforts irrel-
evant. The national security-military 
establishment in the United States is 
formidable, and it is committed to sup-
port Turkey's demands. It has facili-
tated Turkey to successfully imple-
ment its expansionist designs. Why, 
then, indulge any longer in self-delu-
sion? It seems to me that there is too 
much at stake; that it would be a grave 
mistake to give up now, to relax, not to 
press the issue, regardless of our dis-
mal past experiences: lip service, be-
trayals and outright defeats. George 
W.'s perception of American interests 
leaves no room for wishful thinking: 
Turkey is ensured of even greater pam-
pering by the present Administration 
and National Security apparatus. For 
us, there's hardly any other choice: the 
struggle must go on! 

classroom, the Priest-teacher surrounded 
by wide-eyed children learning in whis-
pers about Orthodox Christianity and 
Hellenic Culture, the priceless twosome 
that is our heritage. Connecting with the 
past I felt appreciative. Every year, we 
Americans of Greek descent celebrate 
March 25, as do Hellenes and Philhel-
lenes around the world. This year, my 
personal appreciation of the dual holi-
day has been much enhanced because I 
read an enlightening book, in English, 
well researched and beautifully illus-
trated. 

Available at the Hellenic College-
Holy Cross Bookstore in Brookline, MA, 
"The Greek War of Independence" by 
Peter H. Paroulakis, is a thorough and 
comprehensive 174-page tome on the 

"THE GREEK WAR OF INDEPENDENCE" 
IS A BOOK THAT BELONGS IN EVERY HOME 

By SOPHIA NIBI 
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1821 War which ended the 400-year Ot-
toman Turkish occupation of Greece. It 
will ensure that future generations in the 
English speaking world will learn about 
and appreciate the value of the 1821 
Greek War of Independence and its sig-
nificant role in world history. It is a book 
that should be in the library of every 
Greek American home. In words and col-
orful illustrations (from the National Art 
Gallery, the National Historical and 
Benaki Museums in Athens; the British 
Museum; the Louvre Museum; the Musee 
des Beaurux Arts, Bordeaux), Peter 
Paroulakis brings to focus the people and 
the situations which led to the 1821 War. 
He describes the heroic battles and the 
heroism of the Greek nation. He depicts 
the cruel centuries of Turkish occupation 
and oppresion. He analyzes the causes 
of the War of Independence and gives a 
vivid and graphic description of the bit-
ter struggle that gave birth to the mod-
em Greek nation. He writes of the hero-
ism of Grigorios Dikaios (also known as 
Papaflessas) Athanasios Diakos, Theo-
doros Kolokotronis, Yannis Makriyannis, 
Petrobey Mavromichalis, George Karai-
skakis, Andreas Miaoulis, to name just a 
few. And he enables the reader to visu-
alize the Massacre of Chios, the Battle of 
Phaleron, the Exodus of Missolonghi, the 
Escape from Psara and much more. 

Peter H. Paroulakis also introduces 
his readers to the many Philhellenes who 
came to the aid of the freedom loving 
Greek nation: men such as American 
Samuel Gridley Howe, M.D., Brown Uni-
versity Class of 1821, who, like so many, 
was stirred by the Greek revolution 
against the Ottoman Turks. In 1824, 
shortly after earning his medical degree 
from Harvard, he sailed for Greece to 
volunteer as a soldier and surgeon in the 
war and was eventually made surgeon-
in-chief to the Greek navy; Englishmen 
Lord Byron, General Sir Richard Church, 
the commander-in-chief of Greek forces 
from 1827 to 1829; Admiral Codrington, 
Commander of the Allied fleet at the 
Battle of Navarino; French Philhellene 
Colonel Charles Fabvier, famous for 
leading a daring relief force into the 
Acropolis during the siege of 1826. As 
we know, and as we hope our children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren 
will know, Bishop Germanos made the  

proclamation of the revolution on March 
25, 1821 in St. George's square in Patras. 
It was no coincidence that the day was 
the Feast of the Annunciation. For, as 
Peter Paroulakis writes, "most significant 
in the preservation of the Greek spirit 
was the dedicated work of the Greek Or-
thodox Church... Throughout Greece in the 
liturgy and sermons of the churches, and 
in countless secret schools conducted at 
night... the local priests of the Greek Or-
thodox Church taught their faith and 
spoke the Greek language... The Greek 
nation and Greek people everywhere 
owe an immense debt to these thou-
sands of dedicated men of the Church. 
Their faith, devotion and courage paved 
a road to freedom, independence and 
the eventual acquisition of religious and 
civil rights which would no longer de-
pend on the arbitrary whim of a foreign 
despot." Peter Paroulakis, an Australian 
of Greek and English ancestry, surely 
knows, as we Greek Americans know, that 
Hellenism in foreign lands has survived 
and is greatly appreciated in the com-
munity-at-large because of the efforts of 
the local Hierarchy, Priests and faithful 
laymen of the Church, who labor together 
to preserve a respected and admired 
heritage, one brought to this nation by 
the Greek immigrants who sacrificed 
much and who taught their children and 
grandchildren to love and respect 
America but to never forget their noble 
roots. 

My late matemal grandmother whose  

first name I bear and who was born in 
Turkey, never celebrated her name day. 
She waited for the church of Aghia Sophia 
to be restored to her old glory and, once 
again, become a Greek Orthodox house 
of worship! In the first chapter of "The 
Greek War of Independence" Peter 
Paroulakis describes the fall of Constan-
tinople. He quotes a folk poem which 
tells how when the liturgy was cut short 
tears ran from the icon of the Holy Virgin 
at St. Sophia. 

"Dry your eyes Holy Lady, let them 
not be filled with tears. All again will 
belong to us with the passing of the 
years." Reading it, I had to dry my tears 
because a verion of this little poem was 
my grandmother's favorite. 

Peter H. Paroulakis was born in Perth, 
Western Australia. He is a graduate in 
Law from the University of Melbourne, 
and was for several years Honorary Con-
sul of Greece in the Northern Territory of 
Australia. He has written several novels 
and screenplays under the pseudonym 
of Harold Nelson and specializes in 
modern Greek history. While in Boston, 
Peter Paroulakis is visiting various par-
ishes in the Diocese where he autographs 
his book which has been called a "pre-
cious contribution". 

(The Greek War of Independence by Peter H. 

Paroulahis. Hellenic International Press. Avail-
able at Hellenic College-Holy Cross Brookstore, 
50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02481. 
$24.95.) 
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A Musical 
Legacy 

records. A seem- 
ingly 	endless 
stream of research-
ers, musicians, and 
fellow collectors 
were a regular fea-
ture of Dino's busy 
everyday life. 
While all these in-
dividuals cer-
tainly came to hear 
music, they also 
eventually learned 
to listen to Dino. 
The real gift Dino 
X. Pappas pos-
sessed was an en-
cyclopedic knowl-
edge of recorded 
Greek and Balkan 
music. Research-
ers would visit 
Dino not simply to 
hear music they 
did not know even 

lection survives and 
is available to the 
general public. Three 
or four years before his 
death, Dino Pappas 
began to work on a se-
ries of re-release com-
pact disks. Under the 
"Dino X. Pappas 
Record Archives" title 
American Recording 
Productions started an 
ongoing series of re-
leases (6689 Orchard 
Lake Road #312 West 
Bloomfield, Ml 48322-
3409/ 800 322-8340). 
All individual selec-
tions were carefully 
chosen for all re-re-
cordings. It is impor- 

By STEVE FRANGOS 

O
n August 9, 1999, Modern Greek 
Studies lost an irreplaceable re-
source person, Dino X. Pappas the 

internationally recognized authority on 
Greek and Anatolian music. Dino X. 
Pappas had been actively collecting 
Greek and Anatolian music since 1940. 
He received his first two 78rpm records 
from his parents as presents for his ninth 
birthday. His mother, Enovia (nee 
Tzintzikuloglou) who hailed from the then 
vibrant Greek community in Constanti-
nople gave him a Turkish record and his 
father Xenophon originally from the dis-
trict of Roumeli a Greek record. From these 
two treasured disks Dino X. Pappas 
amassed an unparalleled collection of 
78rpm records, long-playing albums, 
45rpm records, piano-rolls, cassettes, 
compact disks, music videos and live re-
cordings. At the time of Mr. Pappas' death, 
by a stroke at his home in St. Clair Shores, 
Michigan, the Collection exceeded 10,000 
recordings, mainly of Greek and Turkish 
recordings along with some Armenian mu-
sic. No formal provisions for the Pappas 
Collection were ever made. 

Dino X. Pappas's influence extended 
well past the point of merely collecting  

tant to stress that these recordings are from 
the original records and have undergone 
an extensive process of sound restoration. 
Technicians at American Recording Pro-
ductions did not 'clean up' the recording 
such that the original flavor and so nos-
talgia of the song are lost. In point of fact 
they did not tamper with the actual sound 
of the recordings. Enhancements were 
made, when it seemed advisable, only to 
maximize the enjoyment of each record-
ing. 

Three compact disks have come out to 
date in the Dino X. Pappas Record Ar-
chives series. They well may be the last 
in the series but at least we have these 
three examples from what has been called 
the largest collection of Greek and Turk-
ish music in the world. 

Unexpectedly, perhaps, the first re-
lease in the Dino Pappas Record Archives 
series is Siikril Tunar Legendary Clarinet-
ist of Turkey (ARP012). Historically the 
clarinet is thought to have been intro-
duced into the Ottoman Empire sometime 
in the mid-nineteenth century. Musicians 

existed, although 	 Bobby Pavlopoulos, Dino Pappas, Vangeli Karayianni. 
that was often the case, but because Dino 
could effortlessly make connections be-
tween any number of records, musical 
styles, and recording artists. 

Fortunately, something of the Dino X. 
Pappas Record Col- 
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throughout the Empire began to take up 
this new instrument. Stikrii Tunar, born into 
an ethnically Turkish family, in what is 
today, Edremit Turkey in 1907 is "one art-
ist who distinguished himself ...by creat-
ing a...unique style for the clarinet, that is 
today echoed by such modern clarinet-
ists as Saffet Gundeger, Mustafa Kandirali, 
and Barabaros Erkose." But what was it 
exactly that distinguished Tunar from the 
other musicians of his time and place? 

"What is so unique, and at times, revo-
lutionary about Tunar's) contribution, is 
that historically the clarinet had been used 
primarily in Turkish military music 
(Mehter music was the name given to tra-
ditional military music). Tunar's insight, 
vision, demanded that he and his be-
loved instrument be allowed a wider, 
more diversified and flexible range of ex-
pression. Whether Tunar played fasil (a 
concert from of classical music) or popu- 

lar folk dance music, his creative genius 
was held in high esteem. In short, his com-
positions and performances left an indel-
ible impression on Middle eastern music 
for generations to come." With historical 
research by Ara Topouzian and liner notes 
by Jim Dardouni, the carefully composed 
liner notes are an added reason to seek 
out these disks. For the music lover the 
finely remastered records will certainly 
be more than enough. But for those unfa-
miliar with the long and complex history 
of Greek and Anatolian music these ac-
companying notes offer an entry into mu-
sical history one would be hard pressed 
to find elsewhere. 

Yiorgo Anestopoulos Premier Greek 
Clarinetist (ARP013) features the musi-
cian who was to have the distinction of 
being the most recorded Greek folk clari-
netist of his times. Serving primarily as 
an accompanist, and to a lesser degree 
as a soloist, Anestopoulos can be found 
on well over 400 78rpm records, 45rpm 
records and LP's for literally every major 
record label in Greece. This CD reflects 
Anestopoulos' wider career. Some of the 
finest demotic vocalists of all time can 
be heard, here in partnership with 
Anestopoulos, such as Rosa Eskenazi, 
Rita Abadzi, George Kallergis, Georgia 
Mittaki, Rena Dalia and Lela Papa-
dopoulou. To be sure some of Anes-
topoulos' most well remembered solos 
are also presented such as Poulaka Xeno, 
Ida, and Papalambrena; just to name 
three. 

Once again, what is so valuable on this 
CD is not simply the music, which is a 
treasure all its own, but the detailed his-
torical information. James Stoynoff, aside 
from being one of the living masters of 
the Greek clarinet is also a incredibly ar-
ticulate man. The liner notes for this CD 
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on the life and career of "Barba Yiorgo," 
as the beloved elder clarinetist was 
known in his later life, are excerpted from 
Stoynoff's article on this fabled musician 
(c.f. Laografia January/February 1995). 

With Vasilios Saleas Classic Greek Folk 
Music (ARP014) we once again hear truly 
classic Greek clarinet music. The intro-
duction of the clarinet into mainland 
Greece is believed to have taken place 

sometime in the early 1830s. Since its 
appearance the clarinet has come to play 
the predominate role in Greek demotic 
music. As throughout the Ottoman Empire 
it was the adaptation of this instrument 
by gypsy musicians that lead the way for 
the clarinet's employment in folk music. 
Vasilios Saleas is credited with bringing 
the gypsy alla turka sound of the clarinet 
to Greek demotic folk music. 

This was more than an artistic decision. 
In Greece, the clarinet was at first so 
closely associated with the gypsy musi-
cians that Athenian recording studios 
would not record any such performances. 
Here, again, the American diaspora com-
munity of Greeks played a key role in  

supporting and preserving traditional 
Greek music. After World War II, and the 
Greek civil war of 1945-1949, many Greek 
musicians found themselves out of work 
and with no means of supporting their 
families. 

Saleas was one among many Greek 
musicians who traveled to the United 
States to further his musical career. There 
are those who claim that between 1950 

and 1970, a Second Golden Age of Greek 
and Middle Eastern music in North 
America occurred. In all the major cities 
such as New York, Boston, Chicago, De-
troit, Los Angeles, San Francisco and oth-
ers urban nightclubs were rejuvenated 
and filled with Arab, Armenian, Greek, 
Jewish and Turkish musicians and sing-
ers. Saleas' clear command of Greek and 
Middle Eastern music made him a sought 
after favorite not only with the nightclub 
patrons but such legendary singers as 
Yiorgos Papasideris and Rosa Eskenazi. 

For some readers new to this complex 
musical tradition talk of gypsy musicians, 
Turkish virtuosos, or even Middle East-
ern Music may seem lumping apples with  

oranges. The problem with labels such as 
rebetika, gazino (Turkish music hall), 
klezmir and even 'Middle Eastern music' 
is that they obscure more than they re-
veal. After 1922, every ethnic group, which 
had been part of the Ottoman Empire, in-
cluding the Turks, wanted to escape the 
label of 'Ottoman Music.' Greek café mu-
sic, café-aman, or even smyrnika are not 
simply preferable terms in some 'politi-
cal correct' sense of the most current rela-
tionships in the Balkans and Anatolia they 
are far more historically correct. Even aca-
demics get the history wrong. 

As an example, in Roderick Conway-
Morris' article, 'Greek Café Music', which 
in many ways remains a serviceable in-
troduction into the popular urban music 
that evolved in the sea ports of Western 
Asia Minor and the Aegean, he inexplica-
bly provides the evidence to refute his 
own argument that Greek café aman mu-
sic is nothing but Turkish music (c.f. Re-
corded Sound 80 July 1981). By citing 
Western visitors to the Ottoman Empire 
and even Evliya Celerbi, the Turkish trav-
eler and writer Conway-Morris stresses on 
the first page of his article how "the enter-
tainers themselves were usually Greeks, 
Armenian, Jews or Gypsies rather than 
Turks. 

If the minority people of the Ottoman 
Empire, the Christians and the Jews, were 
the main performers in special guilds for 
quite literally hundreds of years then why 
was the music strictly ethnically Turkish? 
No one denies that gospel, jazz, the blues, 
ragtime, rhythm and blues, and even rock 
and roll are Native American music 
genres. The music is written in standard 
Western musical notation. Still, it is defi-
nitely the case that no one, today, denies 
that all these genres were drawn from the 
African-American community's musical 
traditions and sensibilities. This same sort 
of recognition has not been given the other 
slave population of musicians and per-
formers; the non-Muslims of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

But all this really has nothing to do with 
the three master clarinetists one can lis-
ten to in the Dino X. Pappas Record Ar-
chives series. Their supreme accomplish-
ments as artists transcend any contem-
porary politics. And whatever the ulti-
mate fate of the record collection Dino 
Pappas so lovingly assembled and culti-
vated these re-recordings may be all we 
need to understand his enduring love for 
this music. And why we should learn more 
about it. 
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RETURNING TO OUR 
PHILOSOPHICAL ROOTS: 

A Greek Foundation For The Next Millennium. 
By Dr. John A. Xanthopoulos 

PART II 

A Universal Commitment 
to Humanity as a Whole 

The overriding need of the world community today is to 
develop a new Planetary Humanism-one that seeks to pre-
serve human rights and enhance human freedom and dignity, 
but also emphasizes our commitment to humanity as a whole. 

First, the underlying ethical principle of Planetary Human-
ism is the need to respect the dignity and worth of all persons 
in the world community. 

Second, we ought to act so as to mitigate human suffering 
and to increase the sum of human happiness wherever it is 
possible to do so, and this responsibility extends to the whole 
world. 

Third, we should avoid an overemphasis on multicultural 
parochialism, which can be divisive and destructive. 

Fourth, respect and concern for persons should apply to all 
human beings equally. 

Fifth, these principles should apply not only to the world 
community of the present time, but also to the future. 

Sixth, each generation has an obligation, as far as possible, 
to leave the planetary environment that it inherits a better 
place. 

Seventh, we should take care to do nothing that would en-
danger the very survival of future generations. We must see to 
it that our planetary society does not so degrade the atmo-
sphere, waters, and soil that life in the future would be drasti-
cally undermined. We should see to it that our planetary soci-
ety does not unleash weapons of mass destruction. For the 
first time in history humankind possesses the means to de-
stroy itself. The present abatement of the Cold War is no guar-
antee that the ultimate sword of Damascus will not be dropped 
by fanatical disciplines of vengeance or by those whose 
brinkmanship would allow the world to be destroyed in order 
to save it. 

Thus, a viable new Planetary Humanism focusing on a safe, 
secure, and better world should be our overriding obligation, 
and we should do what we can to engender ethical commit-
ment. This commitment should apply to all people on the 
planet, whether religious or naturalistic, theist or humanist, 
rich or poor, or whatever race, ethnicity, or nationality. 

We need to convince our fellow human beings about the 
imperative to work together in creating a new planetary con-
sensus in which preserving and improving the lost of human-
ity as a whole is our supreme obligation. 
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A Planetary Bill of Rights 
and Responsibilities 

To fulfill our commitment to Planetary Humanism, we pro-
pose A Planetary Bill of Rights and Responsibilities, the em-
bodiment of our planetary commitment to the well-being of 
humanity as a whole. It incorporates the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, but goes beyond it by offering some 
new provisions. Many independent countries have sought to 
implement these provisions within their own national borders. 
But there is a growing need for an explicit Planetary Bill of 
Rights and Responsibilities that applies to all members of 
the human species. Its implementation will not be easy. It is 
contingent, of course, on there being sufficient resources. Al-
though the free market is a dynamic engine of economic growth 
and development, it is not infallible, and it may need to be 
supplemented by public policies concerned with the broader 
social good. The means adopted to achieve the Bill's prin-
ciples will most likely draw primarily upon the private sector, 
but the public sector has a role to play as well. There will no 
doubt be tremendous political opposition to these proposals, 
but we should at least set long-range goals, even though they 
may be presently difficult to achieve in certain parts of the 
world. 

First, we should strive to end poverty and malnutrition and 
to provide adequate health care and shelter for people every-
where on the planet. This means that nobody should be de-
nied adequate food and clean water and we should try our 
best to eradicate infectious diseases, ensure proper sanita-
tion, and guarantee a minimum standard of housing for every-
one. This is quite a task; yet on moral grounds it is imperative 
that we being to undertake this work. 

Second, we should strive to provide economic security and 
adequate income for everyone. This means giving people a 
fair chance for employment, unemployment insurance, and 
social security for retirement. There should be special pro-
grams to educate the handicapped in skills for which they are 
capable and to help them find employment. 

The central premise here is self-help: that individuals need 
to exert their own efforts to earn sufficient income. All that 
society can do is provide opportunities-by private or public 
means. 

Third, every person should be protected from unwarranted 
and unnecessary injury, danger, and death. Every member of 
the human species should be secure from physical violence, 
theft of personal property, and fear due to intimidation 
(whether by private persons or social or political institutions). 



They should be protected from sexual abuse, harassment, and 
rape. Sexual conduct should be based on the principle of con-
sent. Sex with or marriage to children should not be permitted 
under any circumstances. 

Capital punishment is an inadmissible form of retribution. 
It should be replaced by other deterrents, such as life impris-
onment. Most civilized nations have already prohibited the 
death penalty. 

Fourth, individuals should have the right to live in a family 
unit or household of their choice, consonant with their income, 
and should have the right to bear or not bear children. Every 
individual should have the right to freely choose life partners, 
if any, and the number and spacing or their children. Persons 
should have the right to raise their biological or adopted chil-
dren, or not to have families. 

Those who elect to raise children have certain requirements 
incumbent upon them: Parents should provide a secure and 
loving environment for their children. Children should not be 
abused by parents. Young children and adolescents should 
not be abused by parents. Young children and adolescents 
should not be compelled into adult labor or excessive drudg-
ery. Parents should not neglect their children or deny them 
proper nutrition, sanitation, shelter, medical care, and safety. 

Parents should not deny their children access to education, 
cultural enrichment, and intellectual stimulation. Although 
parental moral guidance is vital, parents should not simply 
impose their own religious outlook or moral values on their 
children or indoctrinate them. Children, adolescents, and young 
adults should have exposure to different viewpoints and en-
joy encouragement to think for themselves. The views of even 
young children should be respected. 

Fifth, the opportunity for education on cultural enrichment 
should be universal. Every person should have the opportu-
nity to expand his or her knowledge. As a minimum, schooling 
should be made available for every child from the earliest 
years through adolescence. But the opportunity for education 
should be made available to all age groups, including con-
tinuing education for adults. There are minimum standards 
that every person should attain: the basic skills of reading, 
writing, mathematics. Higher levels of attainment relate to 
talent and capacity. Admission to schools of higher education 
should be granted so that no qualified student must forsake 
educational opportunity because of financial straits. 

All children should promote an understanding of scientific 
methods of inquiry and critical thinking. No limits should be 
placed on free inquiry. Education should include an apprecia-
tion of the natural biological, and social sciences. The theory 
of evolution and the standards of ecology should also be stud-
ied. 

Students should learn to appreciate diverse cultural tradi-
tions. This should include the comparative study of religions, 
languages and cultures, and an appreciation for artistic ex-
pression. Students should study history beginning with the 
history of the particular country or culture in with they live, but 
should also study other cultures, including the history of world 
civilizations. Every effort should be made to develop "plan-
etary literacy," The environmental awareness. Learning should 
not be confined to narrow specialties, but some effort at inter-
disciplinary understanding should be encouraged 

Sixth, individuals should not be discriminated against be- 
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cause of race, ethnic origin, nationality, culture, caste, class, 
creed, gender, or sexual orientation. We need to develop a 
new human identity-membership in the planetary commu-
nity. This identity must have priority over all others and can 
serve as the basis for eradication discrimination. 

Racial, national, and ethnic hatred are immoral. All indi-
viduals are members of the same species and as such should 
be entitled to enjoy all the privileges and opportunities avail-
able. 

Class antagonism can be a source of discrimination. Tradi-
tional barriers, such as the caste system, have held back mil-
lions from advancement. Some have sought to close the gap 
between rich and poor by impoverishing the former instead of 
improving conditions for the latter. Others have ignored the 
plight of the poor or sought to keep them in a state of depen-
dency. 

The right to believe and practice one's religion or belief 
without discrimination must be respected. The equivalent free-
dom, not to practice religion, should be afforded to religious 
dissenters, agnostics, and atheists, whose views deserve no 
lesser respect. 

Gender discrimination should not be permitted. Women 
have a right to be treated equally with men. Discrimination in 
job opportunity, education, or cultural activities is insupport-
able. Society should not deny homosexuals, bisexuals, or 
transgendered and transsexuals equal rights. 

Seventh, the principles of equality should be respected by 
civilized communities, and in four major senses: 

Equality before due law: Every person should be afforded 
due process and equal protection of the laws. The same laws 
must apply to government officials as well as to ordinary citi-
zens. No one should be above the law. Laws should be blind 
to race, color, ethnicity, creed, sex, and wealth. 

Equality of consideration: Every person has equal dignity 
and value and shall not be denied benefits and rights ac-
corded all others. This does not deny society the right to re-
strain, punish, or incarcerate individuals who break the law, 
use violence, or commit crimes against others. 

Satisfaction of basic needs: Individuals may lack resources 
and through no fault of their own be unable to satisfy their 
minimal needs for food, shelter, safety, health care, cultural 
enrichment and education. In such cases, if society has the 
means, then it has an obligation to help satisfy as many of 
these basic needs as possible. The welfare concern is related 
to the ability to work. Society should not encourage a culture 
of dependency. 

Equality of opportunity: in free societies there should be a 
level playing field. In an open and free society, adult and 
children should be afforded the opportunities to fulfill their 
interests and aspirations, and to express their unique talents. 

Eighth, It is the right of every person to be able to live a 
good life, pursue happiness, achieve creative satisfaction and 
leisure in his or her own terms, so long as he or she does not 
harm others. The core principle is that each person should be 
afforded the opportunity to realize his or her own personal 
fulfillment, concomitant with social resources, but this actual 
realization depends on the individual and not on society. Hap-
piness, however, is dependent upon a person's own income, 
resources, and attitudes, and individuals should not expect 
society to provide the means of satisfaction for a wide range 
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of idiosyncratic tastes and pursuits. 
Ninth, individuals should have the opportunity to appreci-

ate and participate in the arts including literature, poetry, 
drama, sculpture, dance, music, and song. Aesthetic imagina-
tion and creative activities can contribute immeasurably to 
the enrichment of life, self-realization, and human happiness. 
Society should encourage and support the arts and their wide 
cultural dissemination to all sectors of the community. 

Tenth, individuals should not be unduly restrained, re-
stricted, or prohibited from exercising a wide range of per-
sonal choices. This includes freedom of thought and con-
science-the unqualified right to believe, or not to believe, free-
dom of speech and freedom to pursue one's own lifestyle, so 
long as one does not prevent others from exercising their rights. 

Included in the above is the right to privacy: 

The confidentiality of individuals should be respected. 
Every individual should be free from intrusive political or 

social coercion. 
Women should have the right to control their own bodies. 

This includes reproductive freedom, voluntary contraception, 
and abortion. 

Couples should have proper information for family plan-
ning and the ability to avail themselves of artificial insemina-
tion and biogenetic counseling. 

Adults should be allowed to marry whomever they wish, 
even if of different racial, ethnic, religious, class, caste, or na-
tional background. Miscegenation should not be prohibited. 
Same sex couples should have the same rights as heterosexual 
couples. 

Informed consent should be the guiding principle of health 
care. Mature individuals should have the right to select or 
reject medical treatment. 

Individuals should have the right to join voluntary organi-
zations in order to share common interests and activities. The 
right of free association, so long as it is peaceful and nonvio-
lent, must be respected. 

A New Global Agenda 

Many of the high ideals that emerged following the Second 
World War, and that found expression in such instruments as 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, have waned 
throughout the world. If we are to influence the future of hu-
mankind, we will need to work increasingly with and through 
the new centers of power and influence to improve equity and 
stability, alleviate poverty, reduce conflict, and safeguard the 
environment. In light of these changing circumstances an num-
ber of priority objectives have become apparent. 

First, security: The problem of regional conflicts and wars 
has not been resolved, nor has the lurking danger posed by 
weapons of mass destruction. In the past 50 years intercoms 
violence and civil war have far exceeded conflicts among na-
tions both in terms of number and human cost. Such conflicts 
invariably arise when one ethnic community within a state 
feels oppressed by the government or by another community, 
and feels unable to express its grievances by legal means. 
The United Nations Charter specifically prohibits interference 
in the internal affairs of a member state; the international com-
munity therefore lacks any legal basis for attempts to resolve 



tribal, ethnic, or intercommunal conflict within national bound-
aries against the wishes of the governing group in the state 
concerned. Furthermore, any attempt by the international com-
munity to resolve such conflicts by the use of force is likely to 
be met in UN Security Council by veto of a permanent mem-
ber friendly to the government concerned. Since the end of the 
Cold War, The United States, supported by NATO and other 
Western powers, has often sought to impose peace by force, 
bypassing the United Nations and seriously undermining its 
authority. 

Second, human development: We call for daring and inno-
vative proposals to maximize human progress on the global 
scale. The disparity between the affluent and the underdevel-
oped sectors of the planet is an urgent problem today as in the 
past. The developed worlds can help to overcome it in part by 
providing capital, technical aid, and educational assistance. 

We need a new emphasis on social, not simply economic, 
development, recognizing that while economic development 
does not always lead to social development direct invest-
ment in social development can reduce poverty and bring 
more people into the money economy. There is a need to sup-
port measures that will directly benefit the health and well 
being of the poorest, and especially of women and girls. This 
must include some efforts to stabilize and then decrease popu-
lation-growth rates. 

Development assistance has frequently been seen by do-
nor countries as an instrument of foreign imperialism and trade 
policy. With the end of the Cold War the perceived need to 
compete for the support of the developing world has dimin-
ished, and with it the scale of development assistance. This 
trend must be reversed. 

We urge all industrialized nations to accept as a first step 
the guidelines set out by the United Nations for overseas de-
velopment assistance, namely to contribute (or be taxed) 0.7% 
of their GDP each year to development assistance, of which 
20% should be for social development, and with 20% of the 
social development budget being allocated to population 
assistance. This assistance should be increased in future years. 

More effort must be given to bridging the knowledge gap in 
the poorest nations, to training and retraining for the unem-
ployed, to providing better working conditions (especially for 
women and the underprivileged), and to allocating more re-
sources to health care, education, and cultural enrichment. 

We urge all nations to support the 1994 "Cairo Programme 
of Action" to provide universal reproductive health and repro-
ductive rights, to help improve the quality of life of the poor-
est and stabilize world population growth. The Human Devel-
opment Index published annually by the United Nations De-
velopment Programme should be promoted as a measure of 
social performance for every developing country. 

There is an increasing role for nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGO'S) in developing countries to act as direct recipi-
ents of development assistance in order to short-cut the cor-
ruption and bureaucratic delays endemic in many such coun-
tries. Western nongovernmental organizations have a signifi-
cant role to play as partners and as channels for such develop-
mental assistance. 

Third, social justice: The Planetary Bill of Rights and Re-
sponsibilities is central to questions of social justice. Attempts 
to quality the impact of social justice or to restrict its geo- 

graphical or cultural scope must be resisted. The applicabil-
ity of the Declaration of Human Rights to the private sphere of 
home, family, and community must be re-emphasized. We 
especially urge the early ratification by all countries of all the 
international conventions on the rights of women, children, 
minorities, and indigenous peoples. 

Fourth, the growth of global conglomerates: The past 20 
years have witnessed an increasing concentration of power 
and wealth in the hands of global corporations. No doubt they 
have contributed to world trade and economic development. 
Yet international law has been slow to respond to the rapidly 
evolving power structures in the world economy. Multinational 
corporations are now largely able to disregard the wishes of 
individual governments in formulating policy, moving finan-
cial resources across boundaries and exporting manufactur-
ing to the cheapest market. This freedom is seen as beneficial 
to the free market as is encouraged by global financial mar-
kets. But such corporations are also largely able to avoid taxes 
by exporting profits. Financial institutions are able to evade 
financial control by basing their structures in offshore tax ha-
vens, while international fluid transfers approaching a trillion 
dollars per day go untaxed. Wealthy individuals are similarly 
able to avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 

Any proposal to address these issues but that would re-
strict the operation of the free market would be strenuously 
resisted and would certainly fail. Imaginative reforms are there-
fore needed to ensure that the international wealthy, both cor-
porations and individuals, pay their fair share without dam-
aging the engine of the world economy. 

Fifth, international law: The global community needs to 
develop a system of international law that transcends the laws 
of the separate nations. We need to transform a lawless world 
into one that has laws everyone can understand and abide by. 

Sixth, the environment: We need to recognize that current 
lifestyles in the industrialized North are unsustainable and 
will become increasingly so as economic development and 
increasing consumption in the poorer nations of the South in-
crease pressure on the global environment. Runaway consump-
tion is already putting unprecedented pressure on the envi-
ronment and placing those who consume the least in double 
jeopardy. The problem is to raise the consumption levels of 
the one billion poorest who lack even one adequate meal a 
day while simultaneously implementing more sustainable 
consumption patters that reduce environmental damage. 

Global environmental problems must be dealt with at the 
planetary level: reducing environmental pollution, including 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases; developing al-
ternative fuels; reforesting denuded lands; counteracting the 
erosion of topsoil in cultivable area; facilitating environmen-
tally friendly businesses; limiting fishing on the high seas 
that threatens the extinction of entire fish populations; pro-
tecting endangered species; reducing the addictive lifestyle 
of conspicuous wasteful consumption; and banning all weap-
ons of mass destruction. Measures to protect the environment 
thus need high priority for the planetary community. 

The Need for New Planetary Institutions 

The urgent question in the twenty-first century is whether 
humankind can develop global institutions to address these 
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problems. Many of the best remedies are those adopted on 
the local, national, and regional levels by voluntary, private, 
and public efforts. One strategy is to seek solutions through 
free-market initiatives; another is to use international volun-
tary foundations and organizations for educational and social 
development. We believe, however, that there remains a need 
to develop new global institutions that will deal with the prob-
lems directly and will focus on the needs of humanity as a 
whole. 

In the aftermath of the Second World War a number of inter-
national institutions, such as the United Nations and the World 
Health Organization, were founded to deal with these tasks. 
Unfortunately, a wide gap has appeared between the way in 
which these institutions operate and the needs of the new 
planetary community. Existing institutions must therefore 
change dramatically, or new institutions must be forged. 

The de facto political boundaries of the world are arbitrary. 
We need to go beyond them We need to continue to defend 
the growth of democracy in the diverse nations in the world 
community, but we also need to enhance the transnational 
rights of all members of the planetary community. We need 
now more than ever a world body that represents the people 
of the world rather than nation-states. 

The United Nations, unlike its precursor, the League of Na-
tions, has played a vital role in the world, but there is so much 
more that still needs to be accomplished. To solve problems 
on the transnational level and to contribute to planetwide 
development, we need gradually but drastically to transform 
the United Nations. Some of these changes will involve amend-
ing the UN Charter; others will entail radically altering the 
structure of the UN; these changes will require the consent of 
the member nations. But whatever alterations ensue, we should 
preserve those elements in the UN that have so dramatically 
improved the lives of the millions on the planet. 

The must fundamental change would be to enhance the 
effectiveness of the UN by converting it from an assembly of 
sovereign states to an assembly of peoples as well. Such a 
transformation does have precedents, including the self-con-
version of America's early confederation of sovereign states 
into the current federal system If we are to solve our global 
problems, nation-states must transfer some of their sovereignty 
to a system of transnational authority. Failure to do so will risk 
having the world locked in conflict among sovereign states 
whose primary interest is sovereignty. We can scarcely afford 
such a waste of resources; the world's people deserve better. 
Such a transnational system would no doubt engender oppo-
sition from political leaders everywhere-especially national-
ist-chauvinists. But it could still evolve-and succeed-if we work 
for a planetary ethical consensus. 

Any new transnational system should be democratic and 
would have limited powers. There would be a maximization 
of autonomy, decentralization, and freedom for the indepen-
dent states and regions of the world. There would also have to 
be a system of checks and balances as a safeguard against 
arbitrary power. The transnational system would deal prima-
rily with questions that can only be solved on the global level, 
such as security, the defense of human rights, economic and 
social development, and the protection of the planetary envi-
ronment. If these goals are to be achieved, then we offer the 
following reforms, working from the framework of the United 

Greek-American Review /March 2001 32 



Nations: 
First, the world needs at some point in the future to estab-

lish an effective World Parliament-and elections to it based 
on population-which will represent the people, not their gov-
ernment. The idea of a World Parliament is similar to the evo-
lution of the European Parliament, still in its infancy. The cur-
rent UN General Assembly is an assembly of nations. The new 
World Parliament would enact legislative policies in a demo-
cratic manner. Perhaps a bicameral legislature is the most 
feasible with both a Parliament of peoples and a General As-
sembly of nations. The detailed formal structure can only be 
worked out by a charter review convention that we recom-
mend should be convened to examine thoroughly options for 
strengthening the UN and/or supplementing it with a parlia-
mentary system 

Second, the world needs a workable security system to re-
solve military conflicts that threaten the peace. We need to 
amend the United Nations Charter to achieve this aim. Thus 
the veto in the Security Council by the Big Five needs to be 
repealed. It exists because of historical circumstances at the 
end of World War II that are no longer relevant. The basic 
principle of world security is that no single state or alliance of 
states has the right to undermine the political and territorial 
integrity of other states by aggression; nor should any nation 
or group of nations be allowed to police the world or unilater-
ally bomb others without the concurrence of the Security Coun-
cil. The world needs an effective police force to protect re-
gions of the world from conflict and to negotiate peaceful 
settlements. We recommend that the UN Security Council, 
elected by the General Assembly and World Parliament, should 
require a three-quarter vote to take any security measures. 
This would mean that if the current I 5-member Council were 
retained, then if four or more members disagreed, no action 
could be taken. 

Third, we must develop an effective World Court and an 
International Judiciary with sufficient power to enforce its rul-
ings. The World Court in the Hague is already moving in this 
direction. This Court will have the power to try violations of 
human rights, genocide, and transnational crimes and to adju-
dicate conflicting international disputes. It is essential that 
those states that do not as yet recognize its authority be per-
suaded to do so. 

Fourth, the world needs a planetary environmental moni-
toring agency on the transnational level. We recommend the 
strengthening of existing UN agencies and programs most di-
rectly concerned with the environment. The United Nations 
Environment Programme, for example, should be given the 
power to enforce measures against serious ecological pollu-
tion. The United Nations Population Fund must be allocated 
sufficient funding to satisfy the unmet global need for contra-
ception and therefore help stabilize population growth. Should 
these agencies be unable to cope with the massive problems, 
a stronger planetary agency will need to be created. 

Fifth, we recommend an international system of taxation in 
order to assist the underdeveloped sectors of the human fam-
ily and to fulfill social needs not fulfilled by market forces. We 
would begin with a tax levied on the Gross National Product 
(GNP) of all nations, the proceeds to be used for economic and 
social assistance and development. This would not be a vol-
untary contribution but an actual tax. The existing vital agen-
cies of the United Nations would be financed by the funds  

raised. This includes UNESCO, UNICEF, the World Health Or-
ganization, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, 
and other organizations. 

Wide international agreement on tax reform is needed to 
ensure the multinational corporations pay their fair share of 
the global tax burden. Tax credits should be given for chari-
table donations for human and social development. A levy on 
international fund transfers should be seriously considered to 
tax otherwise untaxed funds and to help finance social devel-
opment in the poorest countries. Many member states refuse 
to pay their dues to the UN. For these states censure and stron-
ger measures such as sanctions should be imposed. The se-
lective cancellations of burdensome debts by poor countries 
unable to pay should be financed by this fund. 

Sixth, the development of global institutions should include 
some procedure for the regulation of multinational corpora-
tions and state monopolies. This goes beyond existing LIN 
mandates. We should encourage free-market economies, yet 
we cannot ignore the planetary needs of humanity as a whole. 
If left unchecked, mega-corporations and monopolies are 
likely to impair human rights, the environment, and the pros-
perity of certain regions of the world. Extreme disparities be-
tween the affluent and the underdeveloped sectors of the 
planet can be overcome by encouraging self-help, but also by 
harnessing the wealth of the world to provide capital, techni-
cal aid, and educational assistance for economic and social 
development. 

Seventh, we must keep alive a free market of idea, respect 
diversity of opinion, and cherish the right to dissent. There is 
thus a special compelling need to resist control of the media 
of communication, whether by national governments, by pow-
erful economic interests, or by global institutions. Dictator-
ships have used the media for propagandistic purposes, de-
nying alternative viewpoints. The mass media in capitalist 
societies are often under oligopolic control. These media of-
ten pander to the lowest common denominator in order to 
maximize ratings. Facts are disregarded in the uncritical ac-
ceptance of any New Age quackery, while reports of miracles 
gain more air time than the latest scientific breakthrough. Many 
media-TV, radio, films, publishing-apparently feel little obli-
gation to provide factual or educational content. 

We eschew any form of censorship, whether practiced by 
governments, advertisers, or media proprietors. Competition 
in the media, by the creation of public and not-for-profit me-
dia organizations, should be encouraged and all movement 
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toward monopoly and oligarchical control should be resisted. 
Popular voluntary movements to monitor the media and to 
publicize their more blatant excesses should be encouraged. 
There is a special need to keep open access to the media of 
communication. This means that neither powerful global me-
dia oligopolies nor nation-states should dominate the media. 
We need to mount a democratic movement worldwide to al-
low for cultural diversity and enrichment and a free give-and-
take of ideas. 

Optimism About the Human Prospect 
Finally, and perhaps most important, as members of the 

human community on this planet, we need to nurture a sense 
of optimism about the Human Prospect. Although many prob-
lems may seem intractable, we have good reasons to believe 
that we can marshal our best talents to solve them, and that by 
goodwill and dedication a better life is attainable by more 
and more members of the human community. Planetary Hu-
manism holds forth great promises for humankind. We wish to 
cultivate a sense of wonder and excitement about the poten-
tial opportunities for realizing enriched lives for ourselves 
and our generations yet to be born.. Ideals are progenitors of 
the future. We will not succeed unless we resolve to do so, and 
we will not resolve to do so unless we have confidence that we 
can. Any optimism that we generate should be based upon a 
realistic appraisal of the possibilities of achievement, yet we 
need to be motivated by the belief that we can overcome 
adversity. 

Planetary Humanism rejects nihilistic philosophies of doom 
and despair and those that counsel an escape from reason 
and freedom, that fester in fear and foreboding, and that we  

are obsessed with apocalyptic scenarios of Armageddon. The 
human species has always faced challenges. That is the con-
tinuing saga of our planetary agenda. As humanists we urge 
today, as in the past, that humans not look beyond themselves 
for salvation. We alone are responsible for our own destiny, 
and the best we can do is to muster our intelligence, courage, 
and compassion to realize our highest aspirations. We be-
lieve that a good life is possible for each and every person of 
the planetary society of the future. Life can be meaningful for 
those willing to assume responsibility and undertake the co-
operative efforts necessary to fulfill its promise. We can and 
ought to help create the new world of tomorrow. The future can 
be wholesome and bountiful, and it can open up new, daring, 
and exciting vistas. Planetary Humanism can contribute sig-
nificantly to the development of the positive attitudes so nec-
essary if we are to realize the unparalleled opportunities that 
await humankind in the third millennium and beyond. 

We believe that it is urgent that we strive for common ground 
and that we seek shared values. We need to enter into contin-
ued give-and-take-not simply with those who agree with us; 
but those who may differ. In the midst of our diversity and the 
plurality of our traditions, we need to recognize that we are all 
part of an extended human habitat. The very success of our 
species now threatens the future of human existence. We alone 
are responsible for our collective destiny. Solving our prob-
lems will require the cooperation and wisdom of all members 
of the world community. It is within the power of each human 
being to nuke a difference. The planetary community is our 
own, and each of us can help make it flourish. The future is 
open. The choices are for us to make. Together we can realize 
the noblest ends and ideals of humankind. 

"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free." (John 8:32) 
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Midas 
Baucis and Philemon 

By THOMAS BULFINCH (1796-1867) 

MIDAS 

BACCHUS, on a certain occasion, found 
his old schoolmaster and foster-father„ 
missing. The old man had been drinking, 
and in that state wandered away, and was 
found by some peasants, who carried him 
to their king, Midas. Midas recognized 
him, and treated him hospitably, enter-
taining him for ten days and nights with 
an unceasing round of jollity. On the elev-
enth day he brought Silenus back, and 
restored him in safety to his pupil. Where-
upon Bacchus offered Midas his choice 
of a reward, whatever he might wish. He 

asked that what-
ever he might touch 
should be changed 
into gold. Bacchus 
consented, though 
sorry that he had not 
made a better 
choice. Midas went 
his way, rejoicing in 
his new-acquired 
power, which he 
hastened to put to 
the test. He could 
scarce believe his 
eyes when he 
found a twig of an 
oak, which he 
plucked from the 
branch, become 
gold in his hand. He 
took up a stone; it 
changed to gold. 
He touched a sod; 
it did the same. He  

took up an apple from the tree; you would 
have thought he had robbed the garden 
of the . His joy knew no bounds, and as 
soon as he got home, he ordered the ser-
vants to set a splendid repast on the table. 
Then he found to his dismay that whether 
he touched bread, it hardened in his hand; 
or put a morsel to his lip, it defied his 
teeth. He took a glass of wine, but it flowed 
down his throat like melted gold. 

In consternation at the unprecedented 
affliction, he strove to divest himself of 
his power; he hated the gift he had lately 
coveted. But all in vain; starvation 
seemed to await him. He raised his arms, 
all shining with gold, in prayer to Bacchus, 
begging to be delivered from his glitter-
ing destruction. Bacchus, merciful deity, 
heard and consented. "Go," said he, "to , 
trace its fountain-head, there plunge your-
self and body in, and wash away your fault 
and its punishment." He did so, and 
scarce had he touched the waters before 
the gold-creating power passed into them, 
and the river sands became changed into 
gold, as they remain to this day. 

Thenceforth Midas, hating wealth and 
splendour, dwelt in the country, and be-
came a worshipper of, the god of the fields. 
On a certain occasion Pan had the temer-
ity to compare his music with that of , and 
to challenge the god of the lyre to a trial of 
skill. The challenge was accepted, and 
Tmolus, the mountain god, was chosen 
umpire. The senior took his seat, and 
cleared away the trees from his ears to 
listen. 

At a given signal Pan blew on his pipes, 
and with his rustic melody gave great sat- 

isfaction to himself and his faithful fol-
lower Midas, who happened to be 
present. Then Tmolus turned his head to-
ward the Sun-god, and all his trees turned 
with him. Apollo rose, his brow wreathed 
with Parnassian laurel, while his robe of 
Tyrian purple swept the ground. In his left 
hand he held the lyre, and with his right 
hand struck the strings. Ravished with the 
harmony, Tmolus at once awarded the vic-
tory to the god of the lyre, and all but 
Midas acquiesced in the judgment. He 
dissented, and questioned the justice of 
the award. Apollo would not suffer such a 
depraved pair of ears any longer to wear 
the human form, but caused them to in-
crease in length, grow hairy, within and 
without, and movable on their roots; in 
short, to be on the perfect pattern of those 
of an ass. 

Mortified enough was King Midas at 
this mishap: but he consoled himself with 
the thought that it was possible to hide 
his misfortune, which he attempted to do 
by means of an ample turban or head-
dress. But his hair-dresser of course knew 
the secret. He was charged not to mention 
it, and threatened with dire punishment 
if he presumed to disobey. But he found 
it too much for his discretion to keep such 
a secret; so he went out into the meadow, 
dug a hole in the ground, and stooping 
down, whispered the story, and covered 
it up. Before long a thick bed of reeds 
sprang up in the meadow, and as soon as 
it had gained its growth, began whisper- 
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tied it up in its place with a fast knot. 
This was the celebrated Gordian knot, 
which, in after times it was said, who-
ever should untie should become 
lord of all Asia. Many tried to untie 
it, but none succeeded, till 
Alexander the Great, in his career of 
conquest, came to Phrygia. He tried 
his skill with as ill success as others, 
till growing impatient he drew his 
sword and cut the knot. When he af-
terwards succeeded in subjecting all 
Asia to his sway, people began to 

ing the story, and has continued to do so, 
from that day to this, every time a breeze 
passes over the place. 

The story of King Midas has been told 
by others with some variations. Dryden, in 
the "Wife of Bath's Tale," makes Midas's 
queen the betrayer of the secret: 

"This Midas knew, and durst communicate. 

To none but to his wife his ears of state." 

Midas was king of Phrygia.He was the 
son of , a poor countryman, who was taken 
by the people and made king, in obedi-
ence to the command of the oracle, which 

had said that their future king should come 
in a wagon. While the people were delib-
erating, Gordius with his wife and son came 
driving his wagon into the public square. 

Gordius, being made king, dedicated 
his wagon to the deity of the oracle, and 
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think that he had complied with the terms 
of the oracle according to its true meaning. 

BAUCIS AND PHILEMON 

On a certain hill in Phrygia stands a 
linden tree and an oak, enclosed by a low 
wall. Not far from the spot is a marsh, for-
merly good habitable land, but now in-
dented with pools, the resort of fen-birds 
and cormorants. Once on a time Jupiter 
(Zeus), in human shape, visited this coun-
try, and with him his son Mercury () (he of 



the caduceus), without his wings. They 
presented themselves, as weary travel-
lers, at many a door, seeking rest and shel-
ter, but found all closed, for it was late, 
and the inhospitable inhabitants would 
not rouse themselves to open for their re-
ception. At last a humble mansion re-
ceived them, a small thatched cottage, 
where Baucis, a pious old dame, and her 
husband Philemon, united when young, 
had grown old together. Not ashamed of 
their poverty, they made it endurable by 
moderate desires and kind dispositions. 
One need not look there for master or for 
servant; they two were the whole house-
hold, master and servant alike. When the 
two heavenly guests crossed the humble 
threshold, and bowed their heads to pass 
under the low door, the old man placed a 
seat, on which Baucis, bustling and atten- 

tive, spread a cloth, and begged them to 
sit down. Then she raked out the coals 
from the ashes, and kindled up a fire, fed 
it with leaves and dry bark, and with her 
scanty breath blew it into a flame. She 
brought out of a corner split sticks and 
dry branches, broke them up, and placed 
them under the small kettle. Her husband 
collected some pot-herbs in the garden, 
and she shred them from the stalks, and 
prepared them for the pot. He reached 
down with a forked stick a flitch of bacon 
hanging in the chimney, cut a small piece, 
and put it in the pot to boil with the herbs, 
setting away the rest for another time. A 
beechen bowl was filled with warm wa-
ter, that their guests might wash. While all 
was doing, they beguiled the time with 
conversation. 

On the bench designed for the guests 
was laid a cushion stuffed with sea-weed; 
and a cloth, only produced on great occa-
sions, but ancient and coarse enough, was 
spread over that. The old lady, with her 
apron on, with trembling hand set the 
table. One leg was shorter than the rest, 
but a piece of slate put under restored 
the level. When fixed, she rubbed the table 
down with some sweet-smelling herbs. 
Upon it she set some of chaste Minerva's 
olives, some cornel berries preserved in 
vinegar, and added radishes and cheese,  

with eggs lightly cooked in the ashes. All 
were served in earthen dishes, and an 
earthenware pitcher, with wooden cups, 
stood beside them. When all was ready, 
the stew, smoking hot, was set on the table. 
Some wine, not of the oldest, was added; 
and for dessert, apples and wild honey; 
and over and above all, friendly faces, 
and simple but hearty welcome. 

Now while the repast proceeded, the 
old folks were astonished to see that the 
wine, as fast as it was poured out, renewed 

itself in the pitcher, of its own accord. 
Struck with terror, Baucis and Philemon 
recognized their heavenly guests, fell on 
their knees, and with clasped hands im-
plored forgiveness for their poor enter-
tainment. There was an old goose, which 
they kept as the guardian of their humble 
cottage; and they bethought them to make 
this a sacrifice in honour of their guests. 
But the goose, too nimble, with the aid of 
feet and wings, for the old folks, eluded 
their pursuit, and at last took shelter be-
tween the gods themselves. They forbade 
it to be slain; and spoke in these words: 
"We are gods. This inhospitable village 
shall pay the penalty of its impiety; you 
alone shall go free from the chastisement. 
Quit your house, and come with us to the 
top of yonder hill." They hastened to obey, 
and, staff in hand, laboured up the steep 
ascent. They had reached to within an 
arrow's flight of the top, when, turning their 
eyes below, they beheld all the country 
sunk in a lake, only their own house left 
standing. While they gazed with wonder 
at the sight, and lamented the fate of their 
neighbours, that old house of theirs was 
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changed into a temple. Columns took the 
place of the corner posts, the thatch grew 
yellow and appeared a gilded roof, the 
floors became marble, the doors were 
enriched with carving and ornaments of 
old. Then spoke Jupiter in benignant ac-
cents: "Excellent old man, and woman 
worthy of such a husband, speak, tell us 
your wishes; what favour have you to ask 
of us?" Philemon took counsel with 
Baucis a few moments; then declared to 
the gods their united wish, "We ask to be 
priests and guardians of this your 
temple;  and since here we have passed 
our lives in love and concord, we wish 
that one and the same hour may take us 
both from life, that I may not live to see 
her grave, nor be laid in my own by her." 
Their prayer was granted. They were the 
keepers of the temple as long as they 
lived. When grown very old, as they stood 
one day before the steps of the sacred 
edifice, and were telling the story of the 
place, Baucis saw Philemon begin to put 
forth leaves, and old Philemon saw 
Baucis changing in like manner. And now 
a leafy crown had grown over their heads, 
while exchanging parting words, as long 
as they could speak. "Farewell, dear 
spouse," they said, together, and at the 

same moment the bark closed over their 
mouths. The Tyanean shepherd still 
shows the two trees, standing side by 
side, made out of the two good old 
people. 

The story of Baucis and Philemon has 
been imitated by , in a burlesque style, 
the actors in the change being two wan-
dering saints, and the house being 
changed into a church, of which Philemon 
is made the parson. The following may 
serve as a specimen: 

"They scarce had spoke, when, fair and soft, 
The root began to mount aloft; 
Aloft rose every beam and rafter; 
The heavy wall climbed slowly after. 
The chimney widened and grew higher, 
Became a steeple with a spire. 
The kettle to the top was hoist, 
And there stood fastened to a joist, 
But with the upside down, to show, 
Its inclination for below; 
In vain, for a superior force, 
Applied at bottom, stops its course; 
Doomed ever in suspense to dwell, 
'Tis now no kettle, but a bell. 
A wooden jack, which had almost 
Lost by disuse the art to roast, 
A sudden alteration feels.  

Increased by new intestine wheels; 
And, what exalts the wonder more, 
The number made the motion slower;  
The flier, though 't had leaden feet, 
Turned round so quick you scarce could see 't. 
But slackened by some secret power, 
Now hardly moves an inch an hour. 
The jack and chimney, near allied, 
Had never left each other's side: 
The chimney to a steeple grown, 
The jack would not be left alone; 
But up against the steeple reared, 
Became a clock, and still adhered; 
And still its love to household cares 
By a shrill voice at noon declares, 
Warning the coop-maid not to burn 
That roast meat which it cannot turn. 
The groaning chair began to crawl, 
Like a huge snail, along the wall; 
There stuck aloft in public view, 
And with small change, a pulpit grew. 
A bedstead of the antique mode, 
Compact of timber many a load, 
Such as our ancestors did use, 
Was metamorphosed into pews, 
Which still their ancient nature keep 
By lodging folks disposed to sleep." 

[Baucis and Philemon - Imitated from the Eighth 
Book of Ovid by Jonathan Swift] 
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The Magic of Nadia Weinberg 
In her North American tour, this month, Nadia, 

Weinberg, an artist of maternal Greek parent-
age, will be performing familiar and much-
loved Mediterranean and international melo-
dies under the general title "Beyond the Seas". 
She will perform works by Theodora is and 
Hatzidakis in Creek, in addition to ballads in 
English, French, Italian, and Hebrew. 

Nadia studied theatre and voice in the 
United States. She has performed in more than 
130 concerts at some of the world's premier 
musical venues, including Carnegie Hall, 
Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, the Rotunda 
of the U.S. Capitol and the Athens Concert Hall. 
She was invited by Prince Charles to perform in 
London and by President Clinton to perform in 

Washington D.C. where her two outstanding concerts promoted Greece and its 
musical culture. 

She has performed in concert and recorded with the Paris Symphony Or-
chestra, the National Orchestra of Australia, the Radio and Television Sym-
phony Orchestra of Greece, the Symphony Orchestra of Sofia, the Symphony 
Orchestra of the City of Thessaloniki and City of Athens. 

Nadia's recording career includes "The Ballad of Mauthausen" (in English) 
by Mikis Theodora is, a major role in a Byzantine opera "Crucifixion" by Yannis 
Boufidis, and "Limenarhis Evripou" by Panos Steliou. 

Greek Americans 
ON REVIEW 

B Sophia Nibi 

MICHAEL DERTOUZOS 
WANTS COMPUTERS 

TO SERVE US! 

Prof. Michael Dertouzos of Weston, MA, 
is in the news often. The well-known 

and respected director of MIT's Labora-
tory of Computer Science since 1974 was 
the subject of an in-depth article in the 
Business and Money section of a recent 
Sunday Boston Globe issue. The reason 
was another pioneering project by Dr. 
Dertouzos at MIT aptly na-med Oxygen 
because, he says, "computers are an en-
abling tool that should be as invisible 
and unconscious to people as the air we 
breath. I don't want us to be slaves to the 
machines, I want our machines to serve 
us," Prof. Dertouzos told the Boston 
Globe. The concept of the Oxygen project 
is detailed in Prof. Dertouzos' latest book, 
"The Unfinished Revolution: Human-Cen-
tered Computers and What They Can Do 
For us." Prof. Michael Dertouzos was born 
in Athens 64 years ago, the only child of 

Leonidas and 
Rosanna 
Dertouzos. His 
father was an 
admiral in the 
Greek navy 
and then gov-
ernor of Crete. 
He attended 
Athens Col-
lege and came 
to the United 
States as a 
Fulbright 

scholar at the University of Arkansas. 
After earning a doctorate from MIT in 
1964, he became a member of the MIT 
family where in addition to being the Di-
rector of the Computer Science Lab he is 
also a professor of computer science and 
electrical engineering. Early in his ca-
reer and based on one of his patents, he 
founded and sold Computek Inc., a 
maker of graphical display terminals. 

Prof. Dertouzos who visits Greece fre-
quently is the author of seven books. 

MARINA HATSOPOULOS 
EXPECTS Z CORPORATION 

TO GROW FAST 

Marina Hatsopoulos who in 1994 co-
founded and is currently the Chief 

Executive Office of Z Corporation of 
Burlington, MA, expects her company to 
grow 50 percent over each of the next 
several years, and to go public in three 
years, according to Women's Business 
Journal in Boston which profiled Ms. 
Hatsopoulos in a recent issue. Z Corpo-
ration designs and manufactures quick 
and easy to use printers for 3D printouts. 

Last year, Z Corp. revenues totaled $10 
million. Its growth is also evident in the 
number of employees, which is expected 
to grow from 55 to 80 in the next year. 
Marina Hatsopoulos worked on Wall 
Street in the late 1980s in corporate and 
finance for the oil industry. Wanting to 
run her own business, she set out to culti-
vate practical operational experience by 
working in mergers and acquisitions in 
high tech, where she got the hands-on 
she was seeking in product manage-
ment, marketing and operations by work-
ing in new, small divisions. Wishing to 
expand her technical background, she 
went to earn a master's in mechanical 
engineering at MIT in 1993. She began 
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looking to acquire a failing to turn around 
and discovered that the main reason 
companies were failing was a lack of 
product differentiation. Through MIT's 
technology licensing office, Ms. 
Hatsopoulos was introduced to fascinat-
ing technologies and met the 3D printer's 
inventors Jim Bredt and Tim Anderson. 
The three and Ms. Hatsopoulos' husband, 
Walter Bornhorst, pushed to have their 
first printer ready and on its way to Pratt 
& Whitney, a division of United Technolo-
gies Corp., by 1996. Z Corp shipped out 
six printers in 1997, 39 in 1998, 101 in 
1999, and 170 in 2000. For the year 2001 
Z Corp expects to make more than 250 
printers bringing in revenues of $15 mil-
lion. Marina Hatsopoulos and her hus-
band Walter Bornhorst are the parents of 
three young children. 

ARTHUR MANJOURIDES' 
FRIES GET RAVES 

AND NEWS ATTENTION 

Pirthur Manjourides, chef and co-own 
ers of Charlie's Sandwich Shoppe in 

Boston's South End, was featured in the 
Boston Herald recently which praised 
the popular eatery's home fries. Mr. 
Manjourides told reporter Mat Schaffer 
that the recipe for Charlie's famed tur-
key hash sandwich "is guarded as zeal-
ously as the Dead Sea Scrolls". But he 

That's when musical legends like Duke 
Ellington, Sammy Davis, the Ink Spots, 
Johnny Hodges and Ray Charles 
stopped at Charlie's for a bit after their 
shows. Mr. Manzourides recalls that 
when they decided to close half a day 
on Sunday in 1963, they had to make a 
new key because since they never 
closed they could not find the key to 
lock the store! 

DEMETRIOS BOUTRIS 
APPOINTED TO TOPS 
CALIFORNIA POSTS 

Demetrios Boutris who since Decem 
ber 1998 has been Legal Affairs 

Secretary and Chief Counsel to Califor-
nia Governor Gray Davis, has been 
named to the post of California Corpo-
rations Commissioners and Special 
Counsel to the Governor. He will head 
the Department of Corporations which 
protects the public through administra-
tion and enforcement of state laws. 
Demetrios Boutris has served on Gov-
ernor Davis' senior staff since January 
1999. He has also served as Executive 
Director and counsel to the United 
States Trade Representative in the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President. He pre-
viously practiced securities, banking 
and corporation law with internal law 
firms in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
He earned a bachelor's degree in eco-
nomics at the University of California 
and a juris doctorate degree from 
Harvard Law School. 

ALEXIS GEOCARIS IS A STAR 
VOLLEYBALL ATHLETE 

Alexis Geocaris of Wilmette, IL, has 
accepted an athletic scholarship to 

play at the University of Virginia when 
she enters the school in the fall. The 6' 1" 
high school senior is one of the "finest 
volleyball players in Chicago" for which 
she has garnered many honors and 
awards in addition to the scholarship. 
She was named honorary captain of the 
Pioneer Press newspapers' 2000 all-area 
high school girls' volleyball team. She 
was selected to the second team of the 
Chicago Tribune all state squad, and 
made the Chicago Sun-times all area player. 
Alexis is enrolled in advanced place-
ment courses at New Trier High School in 
Wilmette and plans to major in psychol-
ogy. She volunteers for Habitat for Hu-
manity, raising housing funds for poor 
families. 

ZACK STRATIS DIRECTED A 
MUSICAL ABOUT HIS FAMILY 

Filmmaker Zack Stratis of Cambridge, 
MA has taken home movies to a new 

level of recognition, casting his family 
members in a musical about their per-
sonal lives. "Could Be Worse!" opened 
in Boston last month at the Stuart Street 
Playhouse. According to the Boston Her-
ald, "By the film's musical finale the au-
dience is in love with the Stratis family, 
with the movie, with the mood of the 
night... the crowd rises in a thunderous 
ovation!" The musical was the subject 

was willing to share the recipe for the 
home fries which is a favorite among 
customers of the Shoppe. Arthur 
Manjourides started working at Charlie's 
Sandwich Shoppe at the age of 12, 47 
years ago, peeling potatoes. His father 
was a short-order cook turned business 
partner of Charlie Polous who opened 
the eatery in 1927. Arthur remembers 
that back then Charlie's served food 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Then, 
the busiest time was one to three in the 
morning when all the clubs closed. 
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of a feature article in February's Boston 
Magazine where writer Michael 
Blanding writes: "Could Be Worse! (is) 
a testament of how much we'll tolerate 
from those who share our blood." Bos-
ton Magazine quotes Zack Stratis, "The 
process has brought me and my parents 
together in a way I never would have 
dreamed possible. Even if I flop in Bos-
ton and they throw tomatoes at me, I 
still have that." Each show features live 
entertainment, the film, and a post show 
mixer in the Theater Cafe. (http:www. 
couldbeworse themovie.com) 

MARIA PAPPAS' WEBSITE 
VISITED BY MILLIONS 

Maria Pappas, the treasurer of Chicago's 
Cook Country has received a lot of atten-
tion lately, in the Chicago Tribune and in 
the New York times. The World Wide Web 
which Ms. Pappas (www.cooke 
countytreasure.com) drew more than two 
million hits within two week of posting 
more than 1,500 estates of unknown heirs 
worth more than $30 million. Estates of 
unknown heirs typically involve cases 
where Cook County residents died with-
out wills. The site will also offer another 
listing of estates whose heirs are known 
but whose whereabouts are not. The site 
has drawn local, national and interna-
tional attention. 

MICHAEL JAHARIS of New York, the well 
know pharmaceutical magnate and phi-
lanthropist, has donated $750,000 for the 
construction of a home for the elderly on 
the island of Lesvos, specifically in the 
village of Agia Paraskevi where his fa-
ther Michalis was born. Mr. Jaharis, an 
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate is 
the Vice chairman of the Archdiocesan 
Council. 

DIMITRI B. KECECIOGLU, professor of 
Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering 
at the University of Arizona, has an-
nounced the availability of several 
graduate fellowships and research 
assistanships in engineering to students 
of Greek parentage. Dr. Kececioglou, the 
author of 13 books, has 45 years teach-
ing experience, is the recipient of many 
awards, has conducted hundreds of train-
ing seminars, and serves as consultant 
to many companies. 

BOB COSTAS, the popular sports broad-
caster, is now also hosting an interactive 
television show for HBO, "On the Record 
with Bob Costas". The Talk Magazine airs 
Wednesday evenings at 11 p.m. EST. 

DR. MICHAEL J. PATZAKIS of San 
Marino, CA, chairman of the Department 
of Orthopedic Surgery at the University 
of Southern California's Keck School of 
Medicine, was honored by the Hellenic 
American Medical and Dental Society of 
Southern California. A native of Ohio, Dr. 
Patzakis is a steward at the St. Sophia 
Cathedral in Los Angeles. 

THOMAS ELIOPOULOS II of Tenafly, 
NJ has been working on his Eagle Scout 
project of helping to restore a former 
chapel at St. Basil Academy in Garri-
son, NY. Thomas is a Life Scout from 
Troop 25 of the St. John the Theologian 
Parish in Tenafly. 

STEVEN S. DEMOS, M.D., of 
Muskegon, MI, has retired after a 
lengthy career as a cardiac surgeon. Dr. 
Demos pioneered open-heart surgery in 
Muskegon in 1982. He is a graduate of 
the University of Michigan School of 
Medicine and served as a medical of-
ficer during the Vietnam War. 

MICHAEL MANATOS of Washington, 
DC, set a fund raising record at the Make-
A-Wish Foundation Triathlon, raising a 
total of $22,462 for the Foundation which 
helps children with life-threatening ill-
ness by fulfilling their wishes. 

FR. ARISTOTLE W. DAMASKOS, a 
graduate of Hellenic College—Holy 
Cross School of Theology and currently 
associate pastor of the Ascension Cathe-
dral in Oakland, CA, has earned a 
master's in pastoral counseling degree 
from Holy Name College in Oakland. 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATOR ADELINE 
GEOKARIS (R-Zion) has been ap-
pointed to serve on the executive ap-
pointments, financial institutions, and 
judiciary committees. Senator Geokaris 
also serves as an assistant majority 
leader for the 92nd general assembly. 

FR. THOMAS J. PARIS, Dean of the As-
cension Cathedral of Oakland, CA, was 
feted by his parishioners on the occa-
sion of his 40th anniversary as their Priest 
and his 65th birthday. Fr. Thomas Parish 
and Presbytera Vaso are the parents of 
five children. 

MICHAEL A. PAPPAS, the Director of the 
Archdiocesan Camp in Greece, Ionian Vil-
lage, will also be responsible for the newly 
created Office of Camping Ministry under 
the auspices of the Archdiocesan Depart-
ment of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
the mission of the new office will be to 
ensure that all Archdiocesan camps meet 
the guidelines of safe and spiritually up-
lifting programs. 

ANGIE PANAGIOTIS of Cranston, RI has 
published a Greek translation of the book 
"The Prophet" by Kahil Gibran. Proceeds 
of the sale of the book will benefit the 
PAIDEIA for the construction of the new 
Rodos Building at U.R.I. Angie's book is 
in both English and Greek. 

NICHOLAS GAGE of Grafton, MA, author 
of "Eleni", "A Place for Us," and other 
tomes, was the guest speaker at the Hel-
lenic Museum and Cultural Center in Chi-
cago last month where he spoke of his 
latest book, "Greek Fire," the story of Maria 
Callas and Aristotle Onassis. The event 
was sponsored by the United Hellenic 
American Congress (UHAC). 
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All living past presidents of the Orthodox Christian Laity (OCL), attended the recent winter meeting of the 
OCL Board of Directors held January 25-28, 2001 at the Renaissance Hotel in suburban Oakbrook, IL. 
Shown above are; George D. Coupounas of Boston, 6th president; George D. Karcazes of Wilmette, IL, 2nd 
president; George E. Matsoukas of West Palm Beach, FL, 5th president; Alice 0. Kopan of River Forest, 
IL, 7th and current president; James A. Koulogeorge of Northbrook, IL, 1st president; and Nicholas Karahas 
of St. Louis, 4th president. Missing is Soterios Tsoutsouras (deceased), of New York, 3rd president. OCL 
was founded in Chicago in 1987. (Picture by George Aravosis). 

Matina S. Sarbanes Dies 

ivis
atina S. Sarbanes, 92, of 
Salisbury died Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, 2001, at Peninsula 

Regional Medical Center in Salisbury. 
Mrs. Sarbanes was the wife of the late 

Spyros P. Sarbanes, who died in 1957, 
and the daughter of the late Anthony 
and Zoe Chigounis. 

Mrs. Sarbanes was born in the vil-
lage of Elika in the State of Laconia in 
the southern portion of the 
Peloponnesos of Greece, and immi-
grated to the United States in 1930. She 
moved to Salisbury in 1932 after her 
marriage. 

Mrs. Sarbanes and her husband op-
erated the Mayflower Grill located on 
today's Salisbury Downtown Plaza un-
til 1957. Mrs. Sarbanes continued its 
operation after her husband's death 
until 1960. She resided in the family 
home until her death. 

Mrs. Sarbanes was very active in the 
Greek community on the Delmarva Pen-
insula throughout her entire life. She 
was instrumental in the founding of St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church in 
Ocean City, and was active in the la-
dies circle, the Philoptochos Society. 
Her family, which included several 
priests, was deeply involved in the 
Greek Orthodox Church. While proud of 
her Greek heritage and background, 
she was particularly proud of being an 
American citizen and being able to en-
joy and participate in many activities 
with her family and many friends. She 
was a strong believer in education and 
people talking full advantage of every 
available educational opportunity. 
Mrs. Sarbanes was able to see her chil-
dren finish college, which was a great 
source of pleasure to her. She was very 
interested in and closely followed po-
litical activities at all levels and 
strongly supported our democratic pro-
cess that had its beginning in Greece. 

One of her greatest joys was to en-
tertain her family, friends and even 
strangers who had the pleasure of meet-
ing her and enjoy her cooking. Mrs. 
Sarbanes particularly enjoyed sharing 
her Greek pastries with family and 
friends. No one went to her home with-
out eating and taking something away 
with them. 

Mother and son at the Third Conference of Greek-
American Restaurateurs, where Mrs. Sarbanes was 
honored by Estiator Magazine. 

She loved her community and took a 
great interest in mentoring many people 
from all walks of life. Her greatest love 
was for her family, where she truly 
reigned as a loving, caring and compas-
sionate mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. 

She was recently inducted into the 
Women's Hall of Fame by the Wicomico 
County Commission for Women during 
Women's Recognition Day, March 19,  

2000 for her outstanding contributions 
to her community. In addition, she was 
recognized by the Greek American Res-
taurant Association for her business 
background and experience. 

Mrs. Sarbanes is survived by her 
three children and their spouses. They 
are U.S. Senator Paul and Christine 
Sarbanes of Baltimore, Anthony and 
Billye Sarbanes of Salisbury, and Dean 
and Zoe Sarbanes Pappas of Salem, N). 
She leaves seven grandchildren, John 
Peter Sarbanes and Michael Sarbanes 
of Baltimore, Janet Sarbanes of Los An-
geles, Beth Sheller and Jimmy Sarbanes 
of Salisbury. And Dimitri Pappas and 
Alexi Pappas of Boston. She also leaves 
six great-grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by three brothers and 
one sister and is survived by one 
brother, Vasili Chigounis of Athens, 
Greece. 

In Lieu of flowers contributions can 
be made to the Spyros P and Matina S. 
Sarbanes Memorial Fund, do the Com-
munity Foundation of the Eastern Shore. 
PO Box 152. Salisbury, MD 21803-0152, 
where a scholarship will be established 
for student member of St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

(The Daily Times, Feb. 22, 2001) 
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KTHMATOMELITIKO 

  

YAPOITIOE aro To 1985 

 

     

     

HflAHLEIE OIKOHEASIN 
NOMOY ATTIICHE 

KHOIZIA 1) otkonz6o 2000 	yta KaTOLK1.11, 440 EKCCT. 
2) ouconocE caro 800 T.p.. g(1.); 400 T.11,. KI2LX4 TOROOEGIEc, yta 
p.ovoxarouciz; 
MEAILEIA (Avw) 626 T.11. 01.KortE60, EA 0,8, 7Tpocrown 
17p., fio-uxri /rEptoxrj, 230.000.000 6PX. 
NEA HENTEAH 	1) 515 /4.t. otxoncoo ywytaxO, 
78.000.000 SPX. 
2) 440 T.p.. otx157/E6o, ricruxia, iarialoy /tkateiac, 105.000.000 
6PX. 
HAAAIA HENTEAH 1) 1660 T.11. owatotam otxo/cE6o, 
EA 0,4, irpoaolyri 28p., ansptoptarri Oka 
2) 830 T.p. outhitz6o, copula Okari, 200.000.000 Spx. 
AEDDOPOE MELOTEISIN - 1) 870 'Lg., //poaowi 17.5 
T.p.. 500 EK. SPX. 
2) 880 /.1.t., npocsowl 19g., 580 EK. 6pX. 
AESVDOPOE ICHOIEIAL (Epvepaia) 600 T.p. oua57/E6o, 
EA 0,6, thavuo5 yta no? kaltUc xprjaztc, 320.000.000 6PX. 
AESLOOPOE AAYPIOY (FAuxa Nepec) 1) 2170 T.g. 
t6a.vua5 outhice6o, Stap7tzp4, pzyakri itpaaowi 41p., az 
6tapopTcogtvri imptoxt yta onota6Iptotz c/rayyzki.tatual 
xpfiarb 500.000.000 6px. 2) 7000 	81111.110Eptc ouance6o, 
/woo:yowl 51p.., XTticEl 4200 T.p. 

BIAEL ATTIKHE 

EKAAH (laa aptanic, xamaxevfic 1500 T.p. az 3 
a/pgpltaTa otta57/66o, 8 u/6, 3 ElEllth&OV µE aaavaap, pcyakot 
xthpot uno6oxl);, 2 Tcducta, boiler, 2 /naive; (z4o/rzpudi Kat 
anateptia) Oeppatvogevec), auTovopia Ogpttavaic opoyow, 
uzylaXog ICIpTO; p.E irctvgpopcpo ciaariaaxt, utyrpol pay6pa 
npoaraaiac, auvayeppeoc, yta c/taEKTtK015; ccyopaatag 

HAAAHNH 450 	iii) a gova6ual OE 5 a/pkgpata 
oucone6o, 2etia.c, aVETOD; xthpouc urco6oxfic, ittaiya, wpaioc 
Kfpr0c, Kaki] TO7t00ECTICC, TrOAVE z4cpa, 275.000.000 Spx. 

HOPTO PATH 650 /.p. govoicatoucia a4tcbacow, CSTO 
KaXD-repo atweio, 61/cXa cmi OaXaaaa pz &KO TOU ktpayaxt, 
az 5 arptgpata owl:57/86o, arceptoptatri Ohc, pcyalot xcopot 
vi/o6oxfic, 4EVCIWCE; /rtaiya, zkuco6pOpeto, iroao. E4Tpa, 
t6avtxo yta E4OXIKT) KCETOI.Kia, $5 million. 

HSZAHEEIE AKINHTSIN 
NOMOY ATTHCHE 

APIA HAPALICEYH (A' Zciwri) 1) 140 T.p. opoyo6tatila 
lariaiov Ap.EplX6EV1K011 KOXXV)401), 7t0XUTEX0i); KaTaCTKED1j, 3 
u/6, /axt, autovollia, parking 2) 135 T.p.. 6taptptapa, 2", 2 
v/6 auv tripeaiac, ttzyakovg *pap; viro6oxfic, tcaxt, 
autovopia, parking, airoefucri, xavrpo -a/coiczywo 63.000.000 
6PX- 

BPIAHLEIA 1) 181 T.µ. virzpitoXvizA,Z; opocpootcw/a 
itoktyrcA,tc, Oka hoc 016aaaaa, 2e/ia5, 3 D/6 avy Di/Tyco:Au; 
pcyakE;(3zpaytcg, BBQ, 2 garage, //Wad c4/pa, 140 amt. Spx. 
2) 250 T.11. CEVE4apTT1TT1 11E0VtTCL, 3 ET/1=6a, 7aria5, 3 v/6, 3 
Xoutpa, ao(pira,iajno ttz BBQ, ficroxri //zpioxii, 125 cm/. Spx. 
3) 135 T.p. pzcovtta 200-3" ttz t6toicrrtrq tapataa, 3 u/6, Imo 
larracnczoll, Oka oaxl Tqv AOliva, 91 EMT. opX. 

MAPOYEI 1) 200 T.11. pzcovtta 300-4", npovol.ttoOxa IMari, 3-
4 v/6, itokutzkli; KaTaatczyll, riauxia, roof garden, 3 garage, 
150 EKUT. Spx. 2) 220 T.p.. C4V£4apTT1Til 1.1.COV&TC(., k01:)4, TICTUXia, 

3 v/6 i.tz master, aaavap, vito Karamccut irapa6oari 2001, 
160 mar. 8PX. 

NEO TYXIKO (Ilecoopopog) 1) 122 T.R. Katvaopyto 
6taptptaga, 4", noXutzkof); Karaakzull, tcam, garage, 
aiweiperi, (5,VETOU; Xthp01); DIT080Xf15, 99.000.000 8PX. 2) 138 
/.p., 3", nokutekaoc icatamccufi, /ecia., garage, curoOljici, 
ficyakot xthpot, 108.000.000 6PX. 

HAIIATOE 1) (Na Ilzptoxii) 145 -Lg. opmpoStaRtptapa, lou, 
4 1)/8, CtVaKalV115pi-VO, T(,aKt, &lad Tc6111.11, EVT01.X1.011tVa erctiact 
xouciyac, norra ac paXziac 85.000.000 Spx. 2) 6t/aoicatoucia 
ac otxonz6o 490 T.p., 2 auroteXeic KaTOtKiz; 115 T.11. EKaGTT1, 

CEVUKCON1011EVEc, KTLcct (EX,A,Ct 260 Lg., peyaXo; ialito;, 260 
EKUT. 6pX. 

XAAANAPI (Pcgatta) 1) 144 /41. pecoveia 	auy 60 T4t. 
6thpa, Oga, riauxia, 3 D/6, ..taxt, 6(6µa 11E 1 D/6, p/tayto & 
KODgiVet, Wro KUM:MC.4 155 EKCLT. Spx. 2) 145 T.11. 
DircpiroXutzkfi opocpoStaithplaga 2", Aka, 3 v/6, ricsvxia, tcduct, 
tato Karamccut 115 zicat. Spx. 3) 212 T.11. ztotpogapaBoto 
opocpoStaptptaga aTO owatotepo 01111610, 4 u/6, 
virepiroktyrzkilc Karccaxeufb inttpon Aka 
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