




A Letter from the Publisher 

TO OUR READERS 

Following medical advice, I must reduce the load of my work by 

suspending the publication of the Greek-American Review. 

For 28 years, following the end of my association with the Ethnikos 

Kyrix, I have directed this magazine, which was a tabloid when I took 

over in 1977 from the late Spyros Minotos. He had launched it in 1948 

under the title NEW YORK. I changed the content and the format and 

later renamed it to reflect a wider range of topics. It is now the oldest 

monthly Greek publication in the United States and outside of Greece. 

It is not easy to announce the suspension of a publication that has 

had so many friends for 58 years in the United States, Greece, and 

Europe. For this reason, I am hoping that at the last moment, a 

successor may be found and that the magazine will continue serving its 

readership for a long time to come. Barring this, the magazine will 

suspend publication with this issue. 

I wish to express my deep appreciation to the personnel, contributing 

editors, subscribers and advertisers who have made the publication of 
the Greek-American Review possible all these years. I thank them for 

helping us to promote, under very difficult conditions, Greek ideals 

and interests, the progress of the omogenia and the friendship between 

Greece and the United States. I assure them that the decision to suspend 
publication has been the most difficult in my career as a journalist, 

which spans over a half century. 

But we all know that in life there come times when a painful decision 

cannot be postponed or avoided. For me, this is one such moment. 

PETER S. MAKRIAS 
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The Mishellenes 
Prejudice against the Greeks from the days of the Roman Republic, 

to the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and the 20th Century 

By NIKOS MALACHIAS 

The subject of bigotry in our age is constantly in the hard 
glare of publicity. Countless laws have been enacted in an 
effort to counterbalance the excesses of the past, and 
politicians go to tireless lengths to demonstrate that they 
are without bias; while, all the time, they are easily intimidated 
if accused. Ever watchful, the print and broadcast media 
are sensitive to every nuance, cautious not to offend any of 
their public. Well, almost any of them. For, while some ethnic, 
religious, racial or economic groups are handled with extreme 
sensitivity and courtesy, as they should be, others that are 
not large enough to make a difference at the polls or the 
marketplace, these are ignored or even scorned. One of 
these groups is the Greeks. 

The immediate reaction to such an accusation is predictable 
even down to the wording of its slogans. Ancient Greece, it 
is averred, is eternally honored by all. It is the birthplace of 
Democracy and is consistently studied and emulated. 
Haven't we all heard the phrase "The Glory that was Greece?" 
Furthermore, English dictionaries invariably list and define 
the word Philhellene: we are given its etymology, its 
pronunciation and we are informed that it denotes "a friend 
or supporter of the Greeks,""friendly to the Greek cause," etc. 
Philhellenes there have been aplenty, Lord Byron foremost 
among them, and Greece is ever grateful to them: a street 
in the heart of Athens honors them. Oddly, the antonym 
mishellene, a hater of Greeks, can be located only in Greek 
dictionaries. Why is the word missing from even our largest 
lexicons? 

Is that word too insignificant to be recorded, negligible 
really? Those very people who pride themselves on their 
freedom from prejudice would not hesitate to toss off "It's 
all Greek to me," or "Beware of Greeks bearing gifts;" they 
would chuckle in mild astonishment if it is pointed out to 
them that by labeling an entire group, by placing everyone 
in a single category, they are themselves showing bias. 
There have been many mishellenes throughout the 

centuries: their words have been documented since Ancient 
times and their attitudes have caused suffering to Greeks in 
Greece and in the Diaspora up to our own time. Will this 
state continue? Probably. Greeks are too few in numbers 
to exert any influence, too weak politically to change anything 
or even to be heeded. When they demonstrate, the 
newspapers give them marginal attention; when they 

Niko Malachias was born in New York City and brought up in 
Cairo, Egypt. He has a MA from Columbia University and 
taught English & Journalism in the New York City Public Schools 
for 36 years. He has traveled extensively in Russia, China, 
the Holy Land and Europe. The literature and history of Greece 
have fascinated him his whole life. 

protest, they are not taken seriously. It is because of 
mishellenes (conscious or not), that Greece has had to 
struggle bitterly as it freed its lands inch by inch. It is because 
of them that the great Western Powers stood idly by as 
Greeks were slaughtered in Asia Minor's ethnic cleansing or 
were persecuted and exiled from Constantinople by the 
thousands, and why Britain and then the United States felt 
no compunction at manipulating the post World War II 
governments in Athens to suit their own agendas. And then 
there is Cyprus . 

It is not difficult to find words and phrases that are 
derogatory toward Greeks: the English language is rich in 
them. The Oxford English Dictionary gives us quotes ranging 
from as far back as 1528 up to our own time: it reiterates 
phrases such as "guileful Greek," or "Greekery" a synonym 
for card sharping and cheating. In 1853, J. Garwood in his 
Million-Peopled City, notes that Irish immigrants were referred 
to as "Grecians," and W.M. Thackeray in his Newcomes Vol.I 
describes one of his characters in this way: "he was an 
adventurer, a pauper, a blackleg, a regular Greek." 

Every large dictionary lists all the usual information about 
Greek Calends and Greek Trust; a Greek is defined as a 
sharper, a roisterer; furthermore, it is often explained that 
"to play the Greek" is used because "Greeks were considered 
a luxurious race, fond of creature comforts. "The Random House 
Dictionary 1  records that "one who cheats at cards" is an archaic 
word for a Greek. Roget's International Thesaurus of English 
Words and Phrases 2 lists the word Greek under the category 
of "pickpocket." 

One does not have to search too deeply in the headlines 
to unearth more recent examples. Jesse Helms began his 
long career in the U.S. Senate by defeating his opponent 
Nick Galifianakis. Helms' own placards declared that "He's 
one of us," leaving the voters with the inescapable conclusion 
that his opponent, a Greek, was not. The New York Times in 
a Dec., 9. 1980 editorial bearing the title, "Its, Greek to Us," 
felt no restraint in belittling that people's wish to be called 
by the name "Hellenes" which they call themselves, rather 
than "Greeks" a Roman term of scorn. 

Perhaps the most startling example of a mishellene was 
handed to us by Alexander Haig. When he was campaigning 
for the Republican Presidential nomination, Time magazine 3  
presented a profile of the General, former Secretary of State 
once candidate for the White House. The article characterizes 
his as "tough," "clear minded," with "sensible" and 
"sophisticated" ideas. The following anecdote is reported: 

Campaigning one evening in an American Legion Hall in 
Portsmouth, N.H., Haig made a point about the Persian Gulf 
and then slapped a veteran at the bar, the back and demanded, 
"Right?"The man mumbled his allegiance to Michael Dukakis. 
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"You mean you're Greek?" Haig bellowed. Wagging a finger 
playfully, Haig continued, "Beware of Greeks bearing gifts." No 
answer. Haig walked away and then turned back. "I'll tell you 
something about Greek sailors," he said, adding a locker room 
comment about the danger of turning one's back on them. 
Startled, the Dukakis supporter looked up, as Haig filled the 
silence with a hearty guffaw. 

The incident was not given general attention in the press: 
it caused no outcry, no demand for apologies. One can only 
imagine how different would have been the reaction had 
the insults been directed against other, more politically potent 
minorities. Time deserves credit for being the rare exception 
in reporting the incident. The American press would have 
merited some credit too had it voiced some disapproval at 
the words of a man who strove to be President of the United 
States. 

Timeo Danaos et dona Ferentes 
Prejudice against the Greeks goes back to the days of the 
Roman Republic. In 146 B.C. Corinth was destroyed by the 
Romans who then assimilated Greece into their empire; it 
was the same year that saw the fall of Carthage. The 
booty brought back from Greece, both artistic and intellectual, 
was to stamp its character so indelibly on the conquerors 
that Horace the poet could with justification proclaim: "Greece 
captive, captured her rough conqueror." 

From where then did animosity toward Greeks emanate? 
Part of it can be ascribed, and partly excused, to the desire 
of the new empire to form a distinct individualism and to 
assert it. That aspiration was clearly one that Virgil set for 
himself as an imperative goal. 

By the time of Virgil's birth in 70 B.C., Greece had been 
under Roman rule for over seventy years in which time Greek 
influence pervaded the literature and the architecture, to 
name just two categories, of the new nation. Now was the 
time of Roman growth and glory. It was also a crucial time: 
Caesar's assassination, the battles of Phillipi and of Actium 
-all these took place when Virgil was in his prime. The future 
creator of the Aeneid was a well connected young man: his 
Patron was Polio Asinius who was instrumental in saving 
his lands at Mantua, and Virgil was acquainted with both 
Octavian and Antony. Tradition has it that the Emperor 
Augustus requested the poet to compose a monumental 
poem, furthermore, Octavia, the Emperor's sister, rewarded 

Virgil munificently for his references to her dead son in the 
Sixth Book of the epic. 

Virgil manufactured a legend. The events of the time 
demanded it. The Romans, victorious in so many campaigns, 
were, he sang, the descendants of Aeneas Prince of Troy 
who with his brave followers found refuge on the western 
coast of Italy and there founded a new and mighty nation. 
His audience did not mind that the tale was poetic license 
not historical fact. 

Horace, the other giant of Roman literature, admired 
Greek writings so much that he had seriously considered 
writing in that language himself until he was swept into the 
strong patriotic current of the growing Empire. Romulous, 
we are told, appeared to him in a dream to caution him 
against joining the crowded ranks of those who chose Greek 
as their means of communication. It must not be forgotten 
that it was a dangerous time for Rome. 	If Antony and 
Cleopatra had been victorious at Actium, the Empire would 
have developed quite differently -it would have been more 
Eastern, more Greek... It is no surprise then that Horace 
has the goddess Juno warn the sons of Quirinus 4  not to 
rebuild Troy. 

The attitude toward Greece was never pure or clear, 
always ambivalent and even contradictory. On the one hand 
it was one of espousal, on the other of avoidance. Quintilian 
(35 -95 A.D.) advised each boy to be instructed in Greek 
studies from which "ours" are derived. Ovid (43 B.C.-18 
A.D.) mined Greek mythologies for his materials. The Emperor 
Hadrian (76-138 A.D.) favored Greek as a literary language. 
At the same time, it is not difficult to find traces of xenophobia 
in the greatest of the Latin writers. But the mishellenes of 
Rome discovered their most vitriolic ally in Juvenal (55-135 
A.D.) who berated the Greeks as dissemblers: they can 
pretend to be anything to please their lord, from doctor to 
tightrope walker, to conjurer. In the satirist's words they are 
"a flattering, cringing, treacherous, artful race." One can 
only imagine what dark feelings hardened in his heart when 
he observed Greek freedmen rising about him in influence 
and power. Horace depicts the shade of Tiresias advising 
Ulysses on how to rebuild his fortune once back in Ithaca; 
he councils him to employ flattery, to ingratiate himself, quietly, 
so as to insinuate himself into a will, to feign sorrow at a 
funeral, etc. 
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Tatian,6  a convert to Christianity and a student of Justin 
Martyr who was later proclaimed a heretic by Eusebius in 
his Address to the Greeks, sets out to deny the importance 
of Greece's contribution to civilization by denouncing that 
country as a land of borrowers: they took astronomy from 
the Babylonians, he avers, the alphabet from the 
Phoenecians, plastic arts from the Tuscans, and so on. Plato 
and Aristotle are debunked, Diogenes is a "glutton," 
Aristophanes "profligate." It is no surprise that Gilson, the 
French Medievalist, labels him the "arch-enemy of Greek 
philosophy." Josephus, the Jewish historian and general, 
claims that what the Greeks borrowed from the Bible is their 
best. 

Like a living organism, Mishellenism evolved, growing out 
in new directions, some of which were eventually to expire, 
so the attempt to present Greeks as uncreative or worse, 
as plagiarists, did not last. However, though the plagiarism 
theory died of its own feebleness, its offshoot was an attempt 
to prune Modern Greece away from its forebears and to 
treat them as two separate, unconnected entities. 

The Middle Ages 
It is the glory of ancient Greek literature and a tribute to 

the humanity of its writers that when they recounted the 
events of the war of Troy, they felt and recognized clearly 
the suffering they had imposed on their vanquished foes. 
The funeral of Hector, leader of the enemy forces, climaxes 
the Iliad, and the lamentation of Helen at that ritual brought 
tears to the eyes of Homer's listeners. Euripides harrowed 
his audiences with the horrors facing the widows Hecuba 
and Andromache. And, though the Persians invaded and 
set fire to Athens, that did not prevent Aeschylus from 
showing compassion toward the defeated invaders in his 
Persae. Are there any parallels in Latin literature? Did the 
colonizing powers of Europe, in any age, walk in the 
moccasins of their victims even for a single mile to experience 
the pain of being subjugated and humiliated? Greece did. 
And for that expression of humanity she was to pay a 
horrendous price. 

Virgil in Book II of the Aeniad advises the future founders 
of Rome to go to the western coast of Italy to build their city: 
the eastern parts have too many Greeks says Andromache, 
now the wife of Helenus a Trojan prophet. From that point 
on, Western Europe was to identify itself with the Trojans. 
Dante in Canto XIV of the "Inferno" says: "et gentis conabula 
nostrae" 'our race' that is, the Trojans. In 1155 Robert Wace 
composed the Roman de Brut which was drawn from a 
previous chronicle and was subsequently translated into 
Anglo-Saxon by Layamon, the English poet and chronicler.. 
Brutus, a descendant of Aeneas, is presented as the reputed 
founder of Britain and of the city of London. Myths die hard: 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (1370) refers to "royal 
Romulus," to "Aeneas the Noble" and to Felix Brutus. 
St. Augustine reflects the inimical feelings of the West toward 
the Greeks for though he makes reference to Plato and 
Aristotle in his Confessions, he ignores the Byzantines which 
is odd when one remembers that at the very time he wrote 
that famous book, St. John Chrysostom was Ecumenical 
Patriarch in Constantinople whose educational center "long 
stood as the center about which were assembled the best 
cultural forces of the Empire. Generally, for a long time, 

scholars preferred to work with ancient documents translated 
from the Arabic to those preserved in Constantinople. Pope 
Gregory, we are told, was totally ignorant of Greek. It 
therefore is no surprise that when the era of the Crusades 
came about, Greeks were not expected or invited to take 
part. Oldenbourg points out how William of Tyre 'and the 
West did not want Byzantine help -Greeks were not 
considered worthy enough to liberate the Holy Places. 
Westerners scorned Greeks because they had lost the battle 
of Manzikert (1071) and because Romanus Diogenes had 
lost the Asia Minor provinces to the Turks. When the 
Crusaders camped outside Constantinople, Princess Anna 
Commena was indulgent toward the poor soldiers even 
when they acted like brigands: she recognized their simple 
piety, yet reserved her cynicism and suspicion for their 
leaders. To the crusaders, Greeks were soft, effeminate, 
useless, devoted to luxury, and the ultimate sin, bad soldiers. 

The misunderstanding between Godfrey of Bouillon and 
Alexius Comminus had to do with Godfrey's coveting the 
City. "Whatever the faults of Byzantium, she was judged 
and ultimately condemned by the West on a basis of 
imaginary grievances." 9  It is easy to see how the animosity 
of the West could spawn a phrase like "Byzantine Intrigue" 
which is grounded in a very obdurate prejudice and is still in 
use today. It were as if Greece had a monopoly on 
underhanded machinations! Yet, it was Machiavelli who 
wrote the classic text on the subject by studying the princes 
of his own land and his name has become synonymous with 
treachery and subterfuge; Shakespeare dramatizes the 
backstabbing that took place in the English royal courts and 
which abound in history; furthermore one has only to read 
the explicit accounts by Pope Pius II to get a picture of the 
complicated maneuvers, the deals and the subtle threats 
that were an intrinsic part of electing a pope in Vatican 
politics.10  

In the year 1054, legates from the Pope deposited on 
the altar of St. Sophia a bull of excommunication directed at 
Patriarch Michael, his followers, "along with all heretics, 
together with the devil." The doctrinal and political differences 
that led up to this dramatic gesture are too convoluted to 
be treated here; however, the repercussions were far 
reaching, and the schism persists to our own time, nearly a 
thousand years later. Nor does 1054 represent anything 
more than the logical outcome of fundamental and abrasive 
differences between East and West. The clergy of the West 
were illiterate by Byzantine standards: when Cardinal 
Humbert of Silva came to debate doctrinal disputes and to 
accuse the Greeks of removing filioque 11  from the Nicean 
Creed, he was indeed ignorant of the fact that that was an 
addition that had been made later by Western hierarchs. 

The differences between Greeks and Latins were so 
fundamental that perhaps even the best of intentions would 
have been unable to bridge them. And there were no good 
intentions: a manuscript from about the year 1148 contains 
a Crusader's harsh criticism of the Greeks. They are 
denounced as "a race hateful to me," "despicable" and 
"arrogant in their severe violence." 

The Bishop of Langres who is described in the text as "a 
man of wise intellect and saintly piety" urges the Crusaders 
to take Constantinople since it is Christian in name only.'2  
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Valef Yachts, Ltd. 
Valef Yachts Ltd., one of the first yacht charter firms 

established in Greece (1969), has dozens of yachts from 
60 to 400 feet in length, for 6-150 guests and that 
charter from $3,000 up to $200,000 daily. There are 
motor yachts, motor sailers and sailing yachts available 
in all styles from classic to ultra modern, outfitted with 
all the bells and whistles. 

In order to provide first hand personalized service to 
their American clientele, Valef Yachts opened an office 
over 25 years ago in the USA. This office is a direct link 
to all yachts, crew, owners and full maintenance levels  

of all yachts that Valef represents for charter. Everything 
from air arrangements, to hotels, transfers and tours 
in Greece can be arranged by the skillful agents at the 
USA office. 

When one charters a yacht he or she can control their 
vacation to their desires. You can go wherever you 
want, at anytime you want to change the scene by 
just telling your own captain! You can eat whatever 
you want at anytime you want just by speaking with 
your private chef! You can drink whatever you want, 
whenever you want by just speaking with your 

steward! 

The stunning M/Y O'Rion, through simplistic elegance, 
offers her guests moments of complete relaxation and 
utter serenity. She portrays the ultimate definition of 
lifestyle combined with the latest wonders in technology 
from the very first glance. Similar in specifications to 
the well-know M/Y O'Pari, she is sure to deliver 
promising luxurious vacations. 

The interior of the yacht is modestly adorned to pro-
vide for luxurious simplicity with touches of elegance 
that make all the difference. The unusually spacious 
salon together with its large dining area and table, al-
low guests to feel at home. Her inviting accommoda-
tions of four double and two twin cabins will ensure 
guests moments of complete privacy. 

Her fabulous exterior areas provide the perfect settings for every mood. Guests can chose to 
dine al fresco on the aft deck, bask in the sun on one of the beautiful and spacious lounge 

areas or indulge in a long soak in the Jacuzzi. 

For a trip of a lifetime please contact: 
Valef Yachts Ltd., 7254 Fir Road, POB 385, Ambler, PA 19002. Tel: 215 641 1624, 800-223 3845, fax: 215 

641 1746 and E-mail: info@valefyachts.com.  
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One has only to become aware of the attitude each side 
had toward the subject of War to bring the Latin-Greek 
differences into sharp focus. Greeks never could see war as 
a virtue; "no war, however 'holy' could ever be anything but 
a sin." On the other hand, the West was war-oriented -the 
secular ruling class was a military class. Latins, unlike Greeks, 
were not dismayed at the sight of an archbishop on a battle 
charger, helmeted, sworded. The Greek mind could not accept 
such ambivalence. When Nicephorus II Phocas, Emperor of 
Byzantium (963-969), pleaded with the Patriarch to promise 
all the rewards and honors of martyrdom to soldiers who 
should fall in battle against the Muslims, the Patriarch refused 
on the ground that all soldiers were temporarily polluted by 
the blood they had shed. 13  

J .H. Randall, Jr. of Columbia University characterized the 
East-West difference in this way: "The Greeks were 
preeminently interested in knowing, something the Romans 
cared very little about: they could be moved strongly by nothing 
which they did not understand."14  Greek interest in the 
intellectual left a strong imprint on the early Christian Church: 
it gave to religion the Fathers such as Clement, Origen, and 
Athanasius who developed the very basis of the Trinity, for 
example. But this very interest in the intellectual was to be 
ridiculed repeatedly by Westerners. 

Juan Ruiz, Archbishop of Hita (c. 1283-1350) in Libro de  
Buen Amor  15  includes the poem "De la disputacion que los 
griegos e los romanos in uno overion" which depicts the 
haughty Greeks who are loathe to lend their legal code to 
the brainless Romans, and they dare to challenge the Romans 
to a public debate. 

Since there existed a language barrier, the contest would 
be conducted through hand signals. The Greeks are to be 
represented by a scholar, the Romans, a common hoodlum 
(a ribaldo). 

The pompous Greek holds up a forefinger to represent 
One God, but is countered with the Roman retort of an index 
and two little fingers which could only represent the Trinity. 
Then, the Greek stretches his palm to indicate the extent of 
God's might, but is responded to with a clenched fist showing 
that God holds all tightly. Bested, the Greek yields to his 
opponent. 

Obviously, the intent is to paint the Greek as a fool, to 
demonstrate how he is totally out of touch with reality; for, 
in truth, he had been totally taken in by the hoodlum who 
was not discussing religion at all; instead, with his fingers 
he was threatening the scholar's eyes and with his fist 
punching the erudite Greek's face. 

The story may have come from an original Latin source 
and must have circulated in Medieval Europe from country 
to country. It appears also in Rabelais, the popularity of 
whose book attests to how widespread the story was. We 
are told that the printers sold more copies of Rabelais "in 
two months than they could get rid of Bibles in nine years."" 

The Libro de Buen Amor  is referred to as perhaps the most 
important long poem in the literature of Medieval Spain, and 
Juan Ruiz the greatest of the early Catalan writers. The 
writer is considered the equal of Chaucer by one critic, and 
by others as the personification of his age in terms of morals 
and spirit. Also, this man was a rowdy priest, sensuous, 
amused by vice, could quote Aristotle on man's two basic 
needs (food, and the union with a pleasing woman), was  

able to emulate Aesop, yet could mock the Greeks for the 
delight of the jongleurs 17  and their audiences. 

It should come as no surprise when we read that the 
Almogavares (also known as the GRAND CATALAN Company) 
had succeeded at that time in making Greece "the plaything 
of Spanish buccaneers."" They set up duchies of Athens 
and Neopatras. The word gringo contemptuous for a 
foreigner, (and now extended to one from the United States) 
has its etymological origin in griego the Spanish word from a 
Greek. 

The Renaissance 

Gradually, as the Greek language was forgotten in Western 
Europe, "It's all Greek to me," or its equivalent, became, 
and still remains, a synonym for the unintelligible. There 
were some lone voices that spoke up, but they were largely 
ignored. Roger Bacon in the Thirteen Century complains in 
his Opus Majus of the paucity of good translations of the 
"blessed" Dionysus, Basil, Chrysostom, John of Damascus 
and many others. He argues that had these books been 
available, not only would Latin learning be augmented in a 
glorious way, but ever the loyal Franciscan, he was convinced 
that the Catholic Church would have stronger points to make 
against the "heresies and schisms of the Greeks."" 

Leonardo Bruni in the Fifteenth Century hails the arrival of 
Chrysaloras in Venice (actually the birth of the Renaissance) 
and states that: "Then came the knowledge of Greek letters, 
which for seven hundred years had been lost among us."2° 
The fall of Constantinople in 1453 did indeed fundamentally 
alter the whole of Western Europe: ancient Greece and its 
wisdom were rediscovered, yet, contemporary Greece and 
its people ceased to exist in the minds of every country that 
was flourishing in the Rebirth. William Caxton so justly 
admired for his scholarship, certainly a well-read man, shows 
a curious lack of knowledge when he writes: "Socrates was 
a Greek born in a far country from hence, which country in all 
of other conditions than this is, and men and women of 
other nature than they be here in this country."21  

We know that Tudor seamen plied the waters of the 
Aegean and Ionian seas, that they dropped anchor at Scio 
(Chios), Lepanto (Nafpahtos), Petrarch, (Patras), Cyprus, 
Candia (Crete), Zante and Cephalonia, yet their writings 
seem to have been limited to praising the "very excellent 
Muscatels," and to remembering the Turkish pirates they 
descried. In London, Shakespeare mirrors the prejudices of 
that time: in Troilus and Cressida  we are told she is a "merry 
Greek" and Casca in  Julius Caesar exclaims: "For mine own 
part, it is all Greek to me." George Puttenham (c.1529-
1590) in his influential The Arte of English Poesie  writes: "I 
could be content with Democritus rather to condemn the 
vanities of our life by derision, than as Heraclitus with tears, 
saying with that merrie Greek thus: 'In man's matters is 
neither rime or reason' 

The Metaphysical poets shrank from the traditional 
apparatus of Greek mythology: Edward Taylor of Westfield, 
Mass. had Origen in his library, but, like a staunch Puritan, 
he objected to pulpit citation of pagan poets and 
philosophers but certainly not in consulting them. 

Fascination with the Exotic Turk 

The quarrels between East and West hardened over time 
and were further poisoned by events such as the Crusaders' 
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conquest and sack of Constantinople in 1204 and by 
happenings such as the Venetians' attempts to forcibly 
convert to Catholicism the people in Crete and their other 
Greek conquests and to replace Greek churchmen. The fact 
that Constantinople was liberated some sixty years later 
did very little to eliminate the bad blood. The attitude of 
Western Europe toward Greeks was further complicated by 
its growing, irresistible attraction toward exotic Turkey. It 
went way beyond the practical, when, for example in 1579, 
Queen Elizabeth I and the Ottoman Sultan concluded a treaty 
defining reciprocal trade rights between the two nations. 
Astonishingly, even while Vienna was being besieged and 
the rest of the continent was living in fear, Restoration 
playwrights like Sir Willian Davenant and the Earl of Orrery 
were writing popular plays with sympathetic portrayals of 
their Ottoman protagonists. In the late sixteen hundreds 
appeared the French L'Espion du Grand Seigneur of Giovanni 
Paolo Marana, a Genoise residing in Paris, which work was 
so successful that it was followed some years later by a 
sequel which was published in England in 1718 and was 
probably penned by Daniel Defoe of  Robinson Crusoe fame. 

After the last siege of Vienna, as the menace weakened 
and the Porte became progressively less fierce, Europeans 
became even more attracted to everything Turkish. By 1763 
the letters of Mary Wortley Montague were published and 
were being acclaimed throughout Europe -she was the wife 
of the English ambassador to the Sultan's court in 
Constantinople and had been even known to have 
penetrated the harem. In France, wealthy and titled ladies 
delighted in dressing up and posing for artists as "sultanas." 
The influential Mme de Pompadour had a series of her 
portraits painted by Cade van Loo, while the equally well-
placed Mme du Barry commissioned Amadeo van Loo to do 
the same for her. Fashions went by the names of "a la 
turque," "a la sultane" and "a la levantine." Crescent caps, 
poufs a l'asiatique were the rage. In 1776, Lellemand who 
was titled "Wigmaker to the King of Prussia and 
Correspondent to the Grand Turk" published an Essai sur la  
Coiffure translated, it was given out, from the Persian. Not 
to be outdone, Vienna itself followed what passed for Turkish 
styles in dresses, hairdos, literary works and Turkish music. 
Mozart capitalized on the craze with his Abduction from the  
Seraglio where Pasha Selim is portrayed as such a fine man: 
he repays evil with good and allows the lovers to go free. 
Beethoven had already written his Turkish March and Rossini 
placed his Italian girl in exotic Algiers. 

Ali Pasha of Yannina, the cruel Ali Pasha so renowned in 
Greek history and folk songs, was admired by Napoleon, 
Potemkin, Nelson, and Victor Hugo. Alexander Dumas in his 
Count of Monte Christo has the arch villain Mondego betray 
his master -Ali Pasha. Lord Byron was received courteously 
in a luxurious setting of scarlet ottomans by the Pasha who 
proceeded to flatter his foreign guest lavishly. Without 
inhibition, Ali expressed a keen interest in the smallness of 
the poet's ears, the curls in his hair, the delicateness of his 
white hands. Byron looked upon his host as a friend, yet, 
though young, he proved quite perspicacious when he went 
on to write: 
"Yet in his lineaments ye cannot trace, While gentleness her 

milder radiance throws Along the aged venerable face, The 
deeds that lurk beneath, and Stain his with disgrace." 
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And Ali, so fascinating to Western Europeans, was very 
stained indeed. The reports of his murders, betrayals, 
tortures surface repeatedly. The French philologist Claude 
Fauriel records that All once stated to his captive Tsavela: 
"If you surrender your country to me, I shall reward you 
generously; if you refuse, I will roast you alive, slowly." 

Young Benjamin Disraeli one day to become Prime Minister 
of Great Britain traveled to the Middle East and "conceived 
a strong admiration and liking for the Turks and the Turkish 
way of life, a prejudice that was to color his view of the 
Eastern Question nearly fifty years later: "I am quite a Turk, 
weara turban, smoke a pipe six feet long and squat on a divan. —  

Greeks are not Greek 

The thesis that today's Greeks are not related to those 
of ancient times is well documented; the quotes could fill 
volumes. Here are just two of them: 

Although speaking a language founded in Ancient Greek, 
they are descendants mainly of Slavic tribes who had invaded 
the country and intermarried with native Hellenes and their 
slaves. 
Also: Because the West overadmires the ancient Greek and 
is disappointed at not finding Plato and Aristotle walking 
around Athens today, it tries to explain any misfortunes of 
modern Greece in terms of a lack of any relationship between 
the ancient and modern Greeks, which is an entirely 
groundless theory. 

The argument is extended to say that the Greeks are good 
for nothing, will always have instability and bickering and 
are not even fit for self-rule. By extension, the West has 
used this philosophy to justify its own attempted control of 
Greek political and economic affairs. 

A rather curious twist in the thinking of mishellenes was 
the use of the word "Grecian." In some instances it was 
used to mean Jews. "The Grecians were those foreign Jews, 
who since the captivity have lived in great numbers in different 
countries, and, generally spoke Greek as the prevailing 
language." 
"Greek is a Gentile „ . ; but a 'Grecian' is a Jew, quite as 

much a 'Grecian' much a Jew, as truly as the stock of Abraham, 
his fathers before him, had unlearned the Hebrew tongue and 
spake the Greek language." 

Most dictionaries do not draw the above fine distinction 
but simply list 'Grecian' as another word for Greek. An 
interesting juxtaposition appears in 1886 when Sir F.H. Boyle, 
Reminiscences  writes: "As unintelligible . . as if it had been 
Hebrew-Greek." One has to add that the juxtaposition is not 
as far-fetched as might initially appear: for, just as the world 
can venerate the ancient Greek yet heap contempt on the 
modern one, so the anti-Semite can glorify the Biblical 
Israelites but scorn the contemporary Jew, all the while 
sensing no contradiction there. 

Finally, what is one to make of J. Garwood's Million-peopled  
City which when referring to new Irish immigrants in 1853, 
calls them "Grecians "? Perhaps even more curious than the 
above, we often read and hear that the Greeks of today are 
nothing like the glorious Ancients, they are decadent, or 
worse- they are not related at all. They are not descendants 
of the renowned Ancients; they are a different breed. It is a 
refrain that feeds upon itself, that keeps growing in volume, 
leaving one only to surmise about the logic of such a 
conclusion. 

George Sandys' Reflections of a Journey Begun Anno Domini  
1610 writes of Greece "once so glorious and famous... now 
through vice and ingratitude, become the most deplored 
spectacles of extreme misery." While Gibbon in 1776 in his 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire  claimed that Athenians 
"walk with supine indifference among the glorious ruins of 
antiquity, and such is the debasement of their character that 
they are incapable of admiring the genius of their predecessors." 
Thomas Carlyle in "Lectures on the History of Literature" 
(Lecture II, 1838) concludes on the note that after Alexander's 
subduing the Greeks "not another man of genius of any 
remarkable quality appeared in Greece." Indeed, 'the last of 
the Greeks' is an often repeated phrase. In addition, Carlyle 
detected a "remarkable similarity" between the French and 
the Greek character in "vehemence" and "fiery impetuosity 
and finds that Thucydides' description of Corcyra resembles 
events of September 1792. One is also reminded of William 
Cullen Bryant who in his Iliad I, ii writes: "Ye abject Greeklings, 
Greeks no longer." 

In 1819, two years before the Greek Revolution, Thomas 
Hope published his novel Anastasius.  The narrative concerns 
a young Greek who is ruined by injudicious indulgence, who 
turns his coat whenever it suits him. The book was very 
popular: Disraeli admired it, and Carlyle makes reference to 
it in his famous essay "Characteristics." 
These adverse judgments of Greek 'decline' amazingly never 

take into account any of the centuries when Constantinople 
was the most important city in Europe or the four hundred 
years when Greece was being suppressed by its Ottoman 
overlords. 
The Greek War for independence began when the Romantic 

Movement was at its height; it is well known that the great 
poets of the era were inspired by the event. E.J. Trelawney 
a novelist who was a member of the "Greek Committee" 
that championed the Greek cause, was close to Lord Byron 
and present at the cremation of Shelley in Italy, wrote his 
Reflections from the Last Days of Shelley and Byron providing 
us paradoxically with a stark example of a mishellene: 
When I was at Leghorn with Shelley, I drew him toward the 
docks saying: "As we have a spare hour let's see if we can't 
put a girdleround the earth in forty minutes. In these docks 
are living specimens of all the nationalities of the world; thus 
we can go round it. As you are writing a poem "Hellas," about 
the modern Greeks, would it not be as well to take a look at 
them amidst all the din of the docks? I hear their shrill nasal 
voices, and should like to know if you can trace in the language 
of lineaments of these Greeks of the nineteenth century, A.D., 
the faintest resemblance to the lofty and sublime spirits who 
lived in the fourth century, B.C. An English merchant who has 
dealings with them, told me he thought these modern Greeks 
were, if judged by their actions, a cross between Jews and 
gypsies -but here comes the Capitano Zarita; I know him. So, 
dragging Shelley with me, I introduced him, and asking to see 
the vessel, we crossed the plank from the quay and stood on 
the deck of "San Spiridon"in the midst of her chattering irascible 
crew. They took little heed of the skipper, for in these trading 
vessels each individual of the crew is part owner, and has some 
share in the cargo; so they are all interested in the speculation 
-having no wages. They squatted about the deck in small 
knots, shrieking, gesticulating, smoking, eating, and gambling 
like savages. 

"Does this realize your idea of Hellenism, Shelley?" I said. 
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"No! But it does of Hell," he replied. The captain insisted on 
giving us pipes and coffee in his cabin, so I dragged Shelley 
down. Over the rudderhead facing us, there was a gilt box 
enshrining a flaming daub of a saint, with a lamp burning before 
it; this was IL Padre Santo Spiridone, the ship's godfather. The 
skipper crossed himselfand squatted on the dirty divan. Shelley 
talked to him about the Greek revolution that was taking place, 
but from its interrupting trade the captain was opposed to it. 
"Come away, "said Shelley. "There is not a drop of old Hellenic 
blood here. These are not the men to rekindle the ancient 
Greek fire; their souls are extinguished by traffic and 
superstition." 

In the times of Queen Victoria, the attitude among writers 
was very similar to the one illustrated above, but, much 
more deleterious to reemerging Greece, as we shall see, 
was the fact that it was also held by its powerful government. 

The great novelist William M. Thackeray who visited Athens 
in 1846, which had been liberated thirteen years earlier after 
centuries of Turkish occupation, was hostile, to say the least: 

The shabbiness of this place beats Ireland. . . Was Alcibiades 
bitten by bugs, I wonder; and did the brutes crawl over him as 
he lay in the rosy arms of Phryne? 

You theorize about the influence which the climate and 
appearance of Attica must have had in ennobling those who 
were born there: yonder dirty, swindling, ragged blackguards, 
lolling over greasy cards three hours before noon, quarreling 
and shrieking, armed to the teeth and afraid to fight, are bred 
out of the same land that begot philosophers and heroes. 

There are more examples. In her novel Romola, the great 
George Eliot depicts Tito a Greek who is treacherous and 
rapacious -he sells Bando di Bardi's treasure of books; in 
his Phroso Anthony Hope gives us a murderous Constantine 
in a Greek world of violence and treachery; the poet Robert 
Browning paints his Cleon as "close mouthed, supercilious." 

Years later, the brilliant playwright George Bernard Shaw 
in his very popular Pygmalion (1916) has the character 
Nepommuck speak of a dissembling Greek who is deservedly 
blackmailed. And Jan Neruda (1834-1891) of Czechoslovakia 
wrote a short story called "the Vampire" in which a macabre 
Greek sketches only people who are on the verge of 
becoming corpses. Prejudice knows no boundaries. In both 
cases the character is identified only with the word "Greek,", 
no name, no individuality, as if that very word is enough for 
the author to sketch in his stereotype. 
The attitudes of writers of fiction, great or not, can be 

attributed to fancy, and though betraying a covert bias that 
cannot be ignored, they do not do the immediate, palpable 
harm that that same mindset will do when held by politicians 
who occupy the seats of power. 

From the moment when it began its revolution against 
the Ottoman empire, Greece had to confront enormous 
hurdles from enemies and 'friends' alike. The Quadruple 
Alliance consisting of Prussia, Austria, England and Russia 
which had pledged itself to the preservation of the 
"tranquillity of Europe," immediately took an interest in the 
affairs of the struggling people of the South. In reality, each 
nation had its own aspirations and agenda. Prince Metternich 
of Austria whose name has come down in history as 
synonymous with reaction looked on with suspicion at any 
disturbance. He said it was not possible to define the word 
"Greek" since it was used "indiscriminately to signify a  

territory, a race, a language or even a religion.'93  Russia 
viewed the uprising as an opportunity to attack Turkey, while 
England stood ever alert to thwart Russian ambitions. 

From the start, England was of two minds, or rather three. 
The Tories were for keeping the Ottoman Empire intact; the 
Whigs were pro-Greek, and the third was "a large ignorant 
majority of the uncomnnitted."3' Prime Ministers Lord 
Castelreagh and Wellington reflected the hostility of 
Metternich toward the revolutionaries; George Canning, 
another PM was slow to act, but by the Treaty of London in 
1826, he closed ranks with France and Russia, yet, even 
then, the stance was grudging and niggardly. They proposed 
autonomy of Greece under the suzerainty of the Sublime 
Porte! 

In 1828, the Speech from the Throne in Westminster, 
declared the Sultan "an ancient ally." Meanwhile, Greece 
found its support in many private individuals -the philhellenes; 
even as the Great Powers kept vacillating, and showed more 
concern for what they could gain from the turmoil., prompting 
General Ioannis Makryannis, a hero of the War of 
Independence, (called by Nobel Prize winner G. Seferis "this 
illiterate, my master in Greek") continuously frustrated by 
the betrayals and duplicity of the Great Powers, to suggest 
that England cut off the head of her ambassador Dawkins, 
then France do the same for hers, and Russia for hers.32  

It is disturbing to note that Benjamin Disraeli, one day to 
become Queen Victoria's confidant and the nineteenth 
century's most famous PM, was also a mishellene. It is almost 
a cliché that as in literature when the villain is a Greek, the 
villainies are always identical, so are the attitudes. Here are 
some excerpts of letters from the young Disraeli as he traveled 
in Greece during the turbulent times of its revolution. The 
first two are to his father: 

11 Oct., 1830. Corfu. I am disappointed in entering Albania, 
and visiting Yanina and the 'monastic Zitsa' for the whole 
country is in a state of insurrection. I am glad to say the Porte 
is everywhere triumphant. 25 Oct., 1830. Previza. 	. built 
as a sort of halfway house for the travelers by Ali Pasha . . . 
[during] his long, sagacious and unmolested reign. 18 Nov., 
1830. Nauplia. Letter to Benjamin Austin. "I find the habits 
of this calm and luxurious people [Turks] entirely agree with 
my own preconceived opinions of prosperity and enjoyment, 
and I detest the Greeks more than ever.33  

Mishellenes feel that the Greeks of today are not capable 
of running a nation, or, at the very least, they are in need of 
foreign help. And, often that "help" translates into high-
handed intervention. The Greek defeat of Fascist Italy and 
its stiff resistance to the Nazis was praised throughout the 
world, yet, when World War II entered its final stage, 
Winston Churchill took a keen interest in that country and 
set about his own designs. He attempted but did not 
persuade his allies to invade Greece -his real purpose being 
to contain the expansion of Moscow's sphere of influence 
and to keep that nation in his own column. He chose to 
have the King returned to Athens and manipulated Greek 
governments. When he lost the election, the victorious 
Laborites continued the policy of treating Greece like a 
puppet: the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs MacNeal 
oversaw the formation of still another Greek 
government. The English handling of Cyprus constitutes a 
glaring example of the work of mishellenes. Cyprus will and 

Greek-American Review—January 2006 12 



must occupy a unique place in history. As it became more 
and more untenable for the British Empire to hold on to this 
strategically situated "Crown Colony," it (and the United 
States concurred) refused to allow the inhabitants either 
the right to majority rule or self determination. These two 
tenets, supposed cherished by the whole free world, were 
shunted aside. Under no conditions would the Great 
Western democracies allow for a referendum because the 
projected results (that Cypriots would choose "Enosis" or 
union with Greece) were unacceptable to them. Instead, 
they handicrafted a constitution that was unworkable since 
the minority was given a veto power over anything, and 
which predictably brought on a Turkish invasion resulting in 
the seizure of more than half the island. That was in 1975, 
and since that time there has been neglect mostly, except 
for the periodic perfunctory appeals from the White House 
and 10 Downing Street asking for an "amicable" settlement. 

The Mishellenes of America 

The United States inherited a great deal from the Old world 
-in that legacy was mishellenism. The American Thesaurus  
of Slang gives us as an alternative for'cheat' and for'swindler' 
the word Greek. Furthermore, it continues the ancient 
prejudice born in Rome by repeating "Greek ease" as one 
and the same for 'laziness." 

Again, we see the romantic attitude toward Turkey, which 
in itself appears harmless until one realizes that it rose as a 
barrier to block any help or even sympathy for those peoples 
enslaved by what was viewed as a remote Arabian Nights 
empire, the stuff of fairy tales. In the Kentucky mountains 
(sic.) a ballad singer Tom Scott discovered a song titled "The 
Turkish Lady." The author is unknown. Does this ballad, like 
so many others, have its origin in 15th Century England? In 
this song we have a Lord Bateson who falls in love with and 
then betrays a faithful Turkish beauty. 

Predictably, in the United States we hear reverberated 
words of reverence for ancient Greece and how it inspired 
so much of our literature, government and architecture. 
Thomas Jefferson, the Renaissance man par excellence, 
while in Paris "discussed with cultivated Greeks the true 
pronunciation of their language.36  Also repeated is the 
ambivalence toward modern Greece. On the one hand, Hugh 
Henry Brackenridge in his Modern Chivalry calls for freedom 
for Greece in a book that is about frontier Pennsylvania, 
while on the other, Nicholas Biddle in his Journals 1806  
concludes that "the race of beings whose achievements 
warm our youthful fancy has long disappeared."37  

Thomas Jefferson while Minister to France expressed the 
hope to travel to Greece; he met Greeks who were very 
active in the Independence struggle; he expressed the 
opinion that he would have liked to see the language of 
Homer reestablished as a living language; yet, in his official 
capacity, he wanted neutrality on the part of his country. 

There were famous voices raised. Daniel Webster (1782-
1852) spoke of the democratic duties that should have been 
performed in memory of Socrates, Pericles and 
Demosthenes. Edward Everett's (1794-1865) Greek Appeal  
raised several thousand dollars which were spent mostly 
on Bibles. He was criticized for not sending munitions instead. 
The Congress debated aid: financial, diplomatic and military. 
Sec. of State John Quincy Adams took the stand (probably 
correct) that the U.S. was not yet physically capable to do  

anything. Opponents found a reason why not to help. 
Reports of Greek atrocities evoked this comment from the 
Boston_Globe (March 21, 1825): "We were ready to help Greece, 
but now she no longer deserves that help." It is not often 
remembered that the writer Stephen Crane served as a 
news reporter in Greece and when the London Times in one 
articles described the Turks as "mild and woolly lambs," he 
responded with "I do not consider the Turks as woolly lambs." 
He had seen a headless Greek officer. 

American authors reiterate the identical phrases and 
words heard throughout history: the vocabulary does not 
change. Bret Hart's short story of some outcasts describes 
how they passed the time narrating the Iliad  where "Trojan 
bully and wily Greek wrestling in the winds." Even Zoe 
Oldenbourg who is an objective historian trips into the stock 
phrases and cliche's that her "Frankish" background 
impressed upon her: Alexios was a man of many wiles, these 
could be kind as well as cruel, innocent as well as perfidious. He 
was a Greek, a worthy successor to Ulysses, and he considered 
cunning a noble weapon. 

Indeed, as has often been remarked, we teach our prejudices 
to our children. They are woven into our education system 
indirectly and sometimes shockingly directly. John G. Elgar in 
his book titled Great Men and Gallant Deeds a volume intended 
for the edification of young boys supplies us with some cases 
in point. In writing of the siege of Antioch by the crusaders, he 
records that "circumstances opened up to the warriors of the 
cross a prospect of seizing by stratagem the city which they 
had been unable to win by valor." Yet how contrasting is this 
same author's tone and language when writing about the 
Greeks: "The Greeks had long considered cunning more 
meritorious than courage, and contented themselves with 
exercising every faculty to deceive." The same book makes no 
attempt to disguise the author's biases, even if, one wonders, 
he is fully aware of them. Jews are called "odious," "they did 
much to merit hatred." One man is depicted in the following 
manner: "his sensual lip, his hook nose, his peculiar features." 

Ernest Hemingway can be cavalier and patronizing toward 
Greeks; he can also not be free of generalizations and 
stereotypes: "They are all the same the Greeks and Turks 
and Bulgarians. They're all the same." A year later, Sept. 
15, 1923, in "King Business in Europe," Shorty the 
photographer is quoted describing the Greek King George 
as a "wonderful kid" who "like all Greeks he wants to get 
over to the States." 
In 1988, when Time magazine was covering the Republican 

presidential primaries it ran an article on aspirant Alexander 
Haig which has already been referred to here. Titled "Why 
is this Man Running?" it was on the whole a rather laudatory 
essay in which among other adjectives describing Gen. Haig 
was "Kissinger's Kissinger." It should evoke no surprise that 
the Secretary of State to both Nixon and Ford should be so 
conjured up. He too was a mishellene. 

During the Cyprus crisis when many expected him as the 
representative of the great freedom superpower to mediate, 
he came out to announce publicly that "We [ the U.S. } are 
not the world's policeman," implying that his government 
was neutral. He "regretted" the invasion but never 
condemned it. Yet, he saw to it that shipments of arms to 
Turkey were not halted, and in his next book he explicitly 
confessed that "I am in favor of helping Turkey." 
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Henry Kissinger's approach is a revealing interweaving of 
biases that date back in European history, and are couched 
in language of superiority, irony and condescension: 

My meeting with Gromyko in Nicosia on Tues., May 7 had 
its bizarre aspects. It took place under the avuncular aegis 
of the President of Cyprus, Archbishop Makarios, who was 
clearly having the time of his life. For once, issues were 
being discussed on his island of a scope equal to his view of 
his talents. He received Gromyko and me separately, and 
he joined the delegations for a formal welcome; his aplomb 
and knowing countenance suggested that fate had done 
him a dirty trick in saddling him with provincial problems of 
an obscure island. He seemed fascinated by our 
complexities; one had the impression that it would not have 
required persuasion to induce him to join the Mideast shuttle. 
As Gromyko and I withdrew for our private meeting in the 
Presidential Palace, it was with regret that His Eminence 
tore himself loose from the contemplation of problems to 
which he could have brought a wiliness and indirection 
inaccessible to those without the traditions of a millennium 
of Byzantine stagecraft behind them. 
"Wiliness," "indirection, "Byzantine stagecraft" -no surprise 

that a few pages later Makarios is referred to as "the subtle 
Archbishop Makarios III." 43  Even the language echoes that 
of past mishellenes. Kissinger often is said to have expressed 
admiration for Prince Metternich. It is no wonder then why 
Cyprus has been forgotten, or why the illegal his invasion 
and occupation of half the island continues to this day with 
U.S. acceptance and financial aid. That Kissinger did not 
choose to edit out of his manuscripts those passages that 
were inimical toward the Greeks of Cyprus should come as 
no surprise: that attitude is not unique with him. President 
Carter made it his number one foreign policy plan to lift the 
Congressional arms embargo to Turkey. The Reagan 
administration voiced no criticism of Greece as long as it 
lived under a pro-American military dictatorship, yet once a 
democratically elected Socialist government got it, that 
changed the views of both the White House and the Defense 
Department. The indifference toward Greeks and their 
problems has not altered with succeeding administrations 
regardless of party affiliation. 

Greeks continue to be treated with mild amusement. The 
N.Y. Times, as has already been noted, printed a breezy 
editorial making fun of the movement in Athens to change 
the name of the nation back to "Hellas." The newspaper 
dismissed it all with: "No nation or ethnic group has escaped 
the mud of slander." In a review of an exhibit in Washington's 
National Gallery, Robert Hughes chose to vent his negative 
opinions on classical and modern Greece. He selected a 
stanza from Louis McNiece's Autumn Journal (1938) to make 
his point: When I should remember the paragons of Hellas 
I think instead Of the crooks, the adventurers, the 
opportunists, the careless athletes and the fancy boys. The 
hair-splitters, the pedants, the hard-boiled sceptics, And the 
Agora and the noise Of the demagogues. 

When he received mail from irate readers who called him 
anti-Greek, he responded with a terse "whatever that means." 

Nothing seems to have changed since Rome coined the 
pejorative Graeci or since Gibbon recorded his contemptuous 
attitude toward the Byzantine or "Lower Empire," or since 
Erasmus who taught Greek at Cambridge penned in his 
Adagia that "Every schoolboy could learn to sneer at Greeks." 
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THE GREEK REACTION 
TO THE GERMAN OCCUPATION 

By Prof. ANDRE GEROLYMATOS 
From his book "Guerrilla Warfare & Espionage in Greece 1940-1944"ISBN 0918618-50-9 

Published by Pella, 337 W. 36 Street, New York, N.Y. 10018 

In the first days of the occupation, the German army be-
haved with almost extreme courtesy toward the general pub-
lic. German soldiers paid for anything they bought and were 
particularly well mannered in encounters with Greek offic-
ers. Hitler, on the recommendation of Field Marshal List and 
Gunther Altenburg, the Reich Plenipotentiary, had ordered 
the immediate release of all Greek officers and other ranks 
who had been taken as prisoners of war. In fact, during the 
German invasion of Greece, Hitler had instructed the 
Wehrmacht to treat every captured Greek officer with mili-
tary courtesy and permit them to retain their personal swords. 

The government of Tsolakoglou, created by the Axis, at-
tempted to be as accommodating as possible and believed 
that Hitler could be prevailed upon to keep out the Italians. 
One of Altenburg's first reports from Greece was to pass on 
a message of thanks from the Greek government, supported 
by telegrams from medical and professional associations, 
with the request that Hitler take Greece under his protec-
tion. Symbolic gestures made by the Germans such as main-
taining the Greek flag on public buildings and the honor guard 
at the tomb of the unknown soldier made a positive impres-
sion during the first weeks of the occupation. 

However, as Fleischer has pointed out, it is extremely dif-
ficult to determine the attitude of the general public toward 
the Germans. According to the Nazi press, the Wehrmacht 
was greeted with flowers and overwhelming enthusiasm, while 
the Greek underground press contends that from the begin-
ning the population showed its hatred and animosity toward 
the Nazis. Between these two extremes, Fleischer writes, it 
is almost impossible to analyze the sentiments of the aver-
age Greek. The onset of the German occupation found a 
population that was war-weary and numbed, one that felt 
Greece had fulfilled her duty to the Allied cause. Between 
the entry of the German troops in Athens and the end of the 
Battle of Crete, most people, with the exception of oppor-
tunists and some old supporters of King Konstantine, main-
tained an attitude of passive resignation toward the Ger-
mans. After the Battle of Crete and the entry of the Italians 
into Greece, the public attitude toward the Germans quickly 
hardened into hatred. 

Just as the early positive gestures of the Wehrmacht had 

Andre Gerolymatos, educated in classics and history at McGill 
University in Montreal, taught history and was the director of 
the Hellenic Studies Centre at Dawson College. Presently he 
is the Director of Hellenic Studies Program at the Simon Frazer 
University in Vancouver. He has published articles on ancient 
and modern Greek history as well as a book on espionage in 
classical Greece. 
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possibly softened Greek attitudes toward the new order, small 
acts of symbolic oppression coupled with the presence of 
the despised Italians, created the notion that the Germans 
were not likely to treat the Greeks with any measure of re-
spect and honor. Noting simple irritants such as the way the 
Germans indulged themselves in numerous baths and wasted 
water to wash their automobiles despite a chronic water short-
age, and then witnessing more disturbing incidents such as 
the confiscating automobiles, villas, and other possessions 
quickly changed people's opinion. German domination and 
insensitivity was also reflected by the double food standard 
in restaurants, which permitted German soldiers to have 
access to meat, beer, and other commodities denied to the 
Greeks. 

In addition to the imposition of a curfew, Greek house 
holds were forced to keep their shutters closed day and night 
despite the oppressive heat of the summer. Furthermore, 
the Wehrmacht in Greece purchased everything with freshly 



printed occupation currency that immediately became worth 
less. At the peak of the famine that gripped Athens in the 
winter of 1941-42, German soldiers were permitted to send 
food to their families in Germany, while the occupation au-
thorities requisitioned foodstuffs in quantities that exceeded 
their needs and sold the surplus at prohibitive prices. The 
occupation authorities took over all the means of transpor-
tation and communication as well as imposing a strict press 
censorship. The former was particularly significant, since not 
only did it inconvenience the general public, but the confis-
cation of all public and most private transport made it al-
most impossible to supply Athens with foodstuffs from the 
islands and the countryside. 

The Greeks showed where their sympathies lay by their 
attitude toward British prisoners of war. Whenever the Ger 
mans transported these prisoners through the streets of Ath-
ens, people cheered the British and gave them cigarettes 
and food; from a population that now faced extreme depri-
vation of all such items, these were not merely symbolic 
gestures. Attitudes on both sides hardened considerably 
during the Battle of Crete, and by the end of May two young 
men climbed up to the Acropolis and took down the German 
flag. This act, nonviolent and symbolic, caused the Germans 
to overreact and indicate that the occupation authorities were 
more than prepared to use brutal force against anyone who 
challenged their authority. On 31 May 1941 the German au-
thorities issued a proclamation that clearly indicated the op-
pressive and absolute nature of the occupation, although it 
attempted to put the blame for the new policies on the Greek 
population. According to this decree the harsh policies that 
the Germans adopted were based on the recent attitudes 
and reactions of the Athenians toward the occupation forces;  

from this point on a curfew was set for 10:00 p.m. Other 
regulations followed that illustrated the frustrations of the 
Germans and the course of action they intended to follow: 

1) During the night of 30-31 March the German flag was 
taken down by the action of unknown culprits. There are 
investigations going on. The guilty parties and their accom-
plices will be punished by death. 

2) The press and public opinion from all levels of society 
still indicate their support of the British who have been forced 
from the European continent. 

3) The events in Crete, which according to inter national 
law clearly indicated the mistreatment of German prisoners 
of war, [are not only] not condemned but are described with 
approval. 

4) Towards captured British soldiers, despite the disap-
proval of the occupation authorities, there are displays of 
sympathy, gifts of flowers, fruit, cigarettes, etc. These ac-
tions are tolerated by the Greek police, against whom the 
occupation authorities will use every available means at their 
disposal. 

5) The attitude of the public towards the German forces 
is becoming less friendly. 

6) The ill feelings of the public [towards the Ger mans] 
are without reason since the occupation authorities have not 
exercised the full measure of their rights permitted to them 
to suppress [the public]. 

7) All articles in Athens are sold at a significantly higher 
price to German soldiers than to Greeks. 

The German occupation authorities have until this point 
displayed a benevolent attitude towards the Greek nation. If 
every order of the German armed forces is not obeyed this 
will result, regretfully, in severe repercussions. 

The taking down of the German flag and similar acts of 
symbolic resistance were essentially benign. The response 
of the occupation authorities, however, escalated in harsh-
ness and acted as a catalyst for more organized and violent 
acts of defiance that within a year led to the creation of 
guerrilla bands in the Greek mountains. 

THE EARLY RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS 

By the end of the summer, the combination of the en-
croaching famine and the increasing brutality of the occupa-
tion forces resulting essentially from insignificant acts of 
defiance provided additional incentives for the Greeks to 
commit acts of violence against the Germans and Italians. 
Clearly a mood of defiance was developing, but the Greek 
government-in-exile was reluctant to take advantage of this 
feeling as far as organized resistance was concerned and 
remained on the sidelines until it was forced to react to events. 
The obvious leaders of a Greek government-sponsored re-
sistance were the veterans of the Albanian campaign, but 
the officers who had led the victorious Greek armies against 
the Italians also bided their time and were slow to react to 
events as a professional body. 

The term "officer corps" in the decade before and the 
four years comprising the occupation encompasses the ele-
ment of active professional officers, including those who had 
been purged from the armed forces before the war. It should 
be noted that collectively these two broad divisions—serving 
officers and those forcibly retired—did not represent a mono-
lithic body but defined the officer corps in a technical sense. 
The professional officers of the Greek armed forces who 
had served during the campaigns of 1940-41 formed a dis-
tinct group and, to a degree, identified with the established 
social and political order. The officers who were purged in 
the thirties were those who had followed Venizelos and op- 
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Italians, captured by the Greek Army on the Albanian fighting front, march through Athens. (February 8, 1941.) 

posed the restoration of the monarchy; they also represented 
a distinct group. After 1936 they continued to oppose the 
monarchy but also represented the core of the anti-Metaxas 
forces. Because of their hostility to the dictatorship and the 
king, many were deliberately not recalled to active service 
during the war. Some of these became willing agents of the 
British intelligence services and after the collapse of Greece 
had formed the first clandestine group that established radio 
contact with the SOE in Cairo. At the beginning of the occu-
pation, there were approximately 4,391 professional and 
8,700 reserve officers' The initial reaction of these officers 
to the occupation, as far as it can be determined, was one of 
resignation. Initially some Greek officers participated indi-
vidually in several under ground groups that were formed in 
the autumn and winter of 1941-42. Later many officers joined 
or helped to establish various resistance groups, while oth-
ers escaped from Greece to fight with the forces of the Greek 
government-in-exile, but it must be underlined that they did 
these things as individuals and not as a corporate body. One 
major difficulty was that the Greek government did not leave 
any instructions to the military regarding the organization of 
resistance. At the same time, a good percentage of the se-
nior officers believed that opposition to the Axis was futile; 
they assumed that Germany, because of her superior weap-
ons and forces, would win the war. At any rate this was the 
perception until the Battle of Stalingrad in 1942. Another 
obstacle was that there was no one in Athens to represent 
the wishes of the Greek government-in-exile and to main-
tain contact with the officer corps. The question is, did the 
government-in-exile desire to organize a resistance move-
ment? The reply from the extant sources is initially no. Ac-
cording to the British ambassador to the Greek government-
in-exile, Palairet, Tsouderos and the king were more anx-
ious to consolidate their power against the encroachments 
from the Venizelist and anti-monarchist exiles than to help 
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form a resistance. In 1940 the former commander of the 
Greek forces in Crete, General Christos Kitsios, returned to 
Athens and advised Greek officers that it was the monarch's 
wish that they should avoid getting involved with politics and 
should make sure that the younger officers did likewise. 
Hondros interprets "involvement with politics" to mean that 
the king and his government were against the idea of resis-
tance. Ultimately the Greek government-in-exile was not so 
much opposed to attacking the enemy within Greece as to 
the concept of mass resistance, which meant that the Greek 
population would have had to sustain terrible casualties, since 
in 1941-42 there was little hope of British support for any 
type of uprising in Greece. 

As has been indicated previously, the SOE strategists had 
assumed from the beginning that resistance to the Axis had 
to be based on guerrilla forces inspired by revolutionary 
fervor and not on the secret armies of patriots originally 
envisaged by the Chiefs of Staff. But although the secret-
armies strategy was not adopted by the British government, 
it became transformed into the idea of guerrilla forces and 
was adopted as part of the raison d'etre of the SOE. The 
very concept of revolutionary upheaval, however, was anath-
ema to the Greek government-in-exile as well as to the es-
tablishment in Greece. Ultimately the Greek government-in-
exile had to assume that as the legitimate authority it would 
have to accept responsibility for the consequences of the 
occupation of Greece. A resistance movement would lead, 
as indeed happened, to considerable reprisals and the dev-
astation of the country and to what purpose? In 1941-1942 
the British were not in a position to attempt an invasion of 
the Greek mainland ; they were barely holding their ground 
in North Africa. 

During the first year of the occupation, the defeat of the 
Axis was a remote possibility. For all intents and purposes 
the Greek government-in-exile and their supporters in Greece 



German troops paraded past Field Marshal General List in Athens. 

had to accept, at the very least, a long 
occupation period and a possible Ger-
man victory. Both would have dire con-
sequences for Greece. A mass resis-
tance, in any case, was beyond the 
capabilities of the Greek government-
in-exile to control. It also had the po-
tential of devastating the country. 
Britain on her own could not support 
the Greek army in 1941, let alone arm 
and supply a large resistance organi-
zation in Greece. Although the situa-
tion changed in late 1942, the king 
and his ministers had to assume that 
their priorities were to keep the coun-
try intact so that if and when the Al-
lies won the war, they could return and 
reestablish the former political and 
social status quo. 

Ironically, the puppet governments 
of occupied Greece adopted a similar 
policy. From the term of Tsolakoglou 
to the last occupation government of 
Rallis, the main objectives of these 
regimes were to prevent the disinte-
gration of the country and maintain the prewar social and 
political fabric of Greece. Both the puppet regimes and the 
Greek government-in-exile assumed that the officer corps 
would be instrumental in accomplishing these ends. 

The Tsolakoglou government attempted to control the of-
ficer corps by maintaining a ministry of defense, despite the 
fact that the occupation authorities did not permit the exist-
ence of armed forces. Ostensibly the purpose of the minis-
try was to support the demobilized Greek officers economi-
cally and employ some of them in the Red Cross or in super-
vising the distribution of food. Naturally these officers were 
either Royalists or had been followers of the Metaxas re-
gime. Equally significant was the arrival in the Middle East of 
hundreds of Greek officers who came to offer their services 
to the armed forces of the Greek government-in-exile. Some 
were Royalists, while others had been Venizelists who had 
lost their corn missions during the purges of the 1930s. The 
tendency of the ministry of defense of the Greek govern-
ment-in-exile was to employ officers who had Royalist and 
conservative credentials. In some cases, "reformed" 
Venizelist officers were readmitted into the Greek army, but 
despite their newfound allegiance to the monarchy their pres-
ence caused considerable resentment among the Royalist 
officers and eventually led to several mutinies in the Middle 
East. 

By 1943 the resistance was dominated either by the Com-
munists or by those who were opposed to the monarchy and 
expected to bring about a radical reform of the political and 
social institutions of Greece in the postwar era. The officer  

corps had not only maintained its two broad divisions — Roy-
alists and Venizelists — but the younger officers either found 
their way to the Middle East or joined the resistance groups 
that started to develop in early 1942. Both trends disrupted 
the control that senior officers exercised over their junior 
colleagues and weakened the cohesiveness of the officer 
corps. Indeed, the monarchist-republican schism was rees-
tablished in the Greek armed forces in the Middle East as a 
result of the arrival of hundreds of officers who fled from 
Greece and brought with them the political divisions of the 
past. In Greece itself the officer corps, as well as the rest of 
the country, was diverted into pro-left and anti-left coalitions 
that quickly took on the labels of communist or nationalist. 

The initial policy of the Greek government-in-exile was to 
avoid the organization of a mass-based resistance and in-
stead encourage its followers, particularly those in the of-
ficer corps, to focus on espionage and sabotage as a means 
of continuing the struggle in occupied Greece. Another con-
sideration, which had important consequences for the fu-
ture, had to do with access to and control of information 
concerning the situation in Greece by the British and Greek 
authorities in the Middle East. In the first year of the occupa-
tion, information about Greece came essentially from three 
sources: Allied soldiers who had avoided capture or had es-
caped and made their way to the Middle East; Greek politi-
cians, businessmen, professionals, and officers who either 
were wanted by the occupation authorities or decided to join 
the forces raised by the Greek government-in-exile; the clan-
destine groups organized by MI6 and SOE. The last two 
sources only yielded results from the Prometheus group that 
had made radio contact with SOE Cairo, while the MI6 con-
tacts were fully developed only almost a year after the oc-
cupation of Greece' Since the contacts of MI6 had been with 
individuals and groups of the Metaxas regime, (in other 
words, with the Royalist camp), and the aim of the SIS was 
the gathering of information, they directed their agents in 
Greece to create espionage networks and not partisan armies. 

After the Germans completed their invasion of Greece, 
the Wehrmacht units remained static and thus produced very 
little radio traffic, most of it of minor importance. Accord-
ingly, the code breakers at Bletchley and Cairo had very 
little to work with, and SIS had to rely on the traditional 
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means of espionage to collect information about the Axis in 
Greece. During the three and a half years of the occupation, 
intelligence was required on the Axis order of battle in Greece 
and the Aegean islands, information on German and Italian 
ship ping, and particularly on convoys to North Africa. By 
the end of 1942, however, intelligence on the Greek resis-
tance organizations was becoming increasingly important, 
and after 1943 it attained equal priority with the German 
armed forces. 

Espionage networks required quiet and unobtrusive orga-
nizations that did not call attention to themselves and that 
remained as secret as possible not only from the occupation 
authorities but from the general population. Such goals were 
not compatible with the type of organizations and activities 
that the SOE wanted to implement in Greece. Resistance 
meant guerrilla warfare, mass sabotage, and considerable 
publicity to arouse the general population and enlist its sup 
port. All these activities were in total contrast to the nature 
of intelligence work. The situation became even more com-
plicated, as the strategic importance of Greece declined af-
ter 1942 while the rate of growth of the resistance organiza-
tion increased in inverse order. Furthermore, the groups am 
agents affiliated with MI6 evolved into small espionage cell; 
and were concentrated in the main cities. Those associated 
with the SOE and resistance activities, for the most part were 
based in the mountains and directed their activities toward 
organizing guerrilla warfare against the Axis, al though many 
also concentrated on intelligence work. A good number of 
the SIS groups were loyal to the Greek government-in-exile 
or were prepared to accept that political change should oc-
cur only in the postwar period, while the others were either 
controlled by the Communists or subscribed to the republi-
can cause and were intent on preventing the return of the 
king. According to Woodhouse, 

During the occupation, a high proportion of Greek agents 
of the British authorities were nearer to the left than the 
right in political sympathy, and anti-monarchist in the consti-
tutional controversy. The reason was fortuitous: the right 
wing and the monarchists were slower than their opponents 
in deciding to resist the occupation, and therefore little use 
to the Allies until it was too late. 

What Woodhouse fails to mention, however, is that his 
definition of who or what was useful to the Allies is based on 
the interpretation of the SOE; as a member of that organiza-
tion, and one of its most spectacular representatives in 
Greece, it is only natural that he pays scant attention to the 
work of any rival bodies. Indeed, Woodhouse dismisses the 
Committee of Six Colonels, one of MIG's contacts in Greece, 
as a group that "plotted global strategy from Athens in 1942-
43." Earlier in his account, he grudgingly states, 

Although the formation of the committee [of the six colo-
nels] was a brave step to take before the battle of El Alamein, 
and as such it won the official recognition of the Greek and 
British Governments, no guerrilla unit ever owed anything 
to it; its value was confined to the initial gesture and the 
collection of intelligence. 

Yet the Committee of Six Colonels helped organize sev-
eral clandestine organizations in Athens that contributed a 
great deal to the Allies, perhaps proving of more value than 
the civil war that intermittently went on between the resis-
tance organizations in the mountains. One of its members, 
Panagiotis Spiliotopoulos, on the recommendation of the 
Greek and British governments, assumed control of Athens 
after the German withdrawal. Woodhouse, however, views 
the situation in occupied Greece from the angle of an SOE 
agent who spent nearly all his time in the mountains with the 
Greek partisans, and as such he evaluates the resistance in 
its relationship to guerrilla warfare. His first account of the 
period between 1941 and 1944, Apple of Discord, published 
in 1948 and written during the Greek civil war (1946-48), 
was based on his own recollections, and whatever documen-
tation he employed came from the SOE. In later publications 
he revised his interpretation of that period of Greek history, 
and although the significance of the SOE and the groups that 
it was affiliated with in Greece is not diminished, his treat-
ment of other organizations is more balanced. In his autobi-
ography Wood-house describes a meeting he had with two 
of the six colonels; here, in contrast to his first account, he 
describes the incompatibility between the aims of the SOE 
and the Colonels: All they wanted to do was make staff plans 
for the rapid mobilization of a new army at the end of the 
occupation, in order to join in the final defeat of the Ger-
mans.... Whether their plans were realistic, they bore no 
relation to what we were trying to do. The most that I could 
hope from the Colonels was that they should send junior 
officers to the mountains. I pointed this out to them, but 
they were non committal. Later I learned that Papagos, the 
former Chief of the General Staff, had advised against it.... 
So the whole of the Greek establishment seemed to be 
against us. 

It is clear from Woodhouse's accounts and the limited 
number of SOE files available at the Public Record Office 
that the principal interest of the SOE was the implementa-
tion of guerrilla warfare. Even though its intelligence mis-
sions in Greece achieved considerable results, as will be 
indicated in Chapter Six, the primary concern of the SOE 
remained the development of resistance armies in the Greek 
mountains. 
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Melbourne's skyline 

Sights and Delights 
of Australia's Melbourne 

By: Mel and Ronnie Greenberg 
Photos: Mel Greenberg 

Melbourne, charmingly British-ac-
cented with an air of distinction, and a 
vibrant multiethnic mix, is the stateliest 
of all Australian cities. Spread serenely 
over a flat coastal plain, Victoria's capi-
tal city is flanked on one side by warm 
ocean waters and on the other by beau-
tiful mountains. Capturing the essence 
of the city are broad avenues lined with 
towering trees, and elegant Victorian 
buildings that intermingle with glamor-
ous skyscrapers. 

Melbourne's a rather recent creation. 
John Batman, an Englishman from Tas-
mania, arrived to establish a settlement 
here in 1835. Landing near the Yarra 
River, he negotiated a land deal with 
local Aborigines that inhabited the re-
gion for about 40,000 years Although 
European settlement had begun, 
Melbourne first came in to its own with 
the massive growth of the gold rush in 
the 1850s, and the creative energy de-
rived from the waves of immigrants 
down the years. 

Solidly rooted in Australian tradition, 
there's a non-stop celebration of art, 
fashion and good living happening here. 
With a passion for sports, thousands 
flock to cricket matches, Australian 
Rules football games, and the Melbourne 
Cup horse races where ladies turn out 
in fashions and hats that are rivaled 
only by the Ascot races. The Common-
wealth Games, with record-breaking 
action of elite athletes, will be taking 
center stage here from March 15 to 26, 
2006. 

With all this potential to excite, 
Melbourne manages to maintain a quiet 
dignity, an aura of warm hospitality and 
sedate charm. The landmark bronze 
domed Flinders Street Station where 
Melbournians meet "under the clock," 
is a great place to begin touring Mar-
velous Melbourne 

Stroll Melbourne's Magnificent 
Seven City Arcades and laneways, 
favorites for chic shopping and 
cappuccino. Worth a visit are Flinders 
Lane with cutting edge designer bou-
tiques, fashion warehouses, and a pre-
mier commercial art gallery. Artists still 
live and work in the lane. Centre Place  

is home to some of the funkiest acces-
sory stores in town; while Block Arcade 
is Melbourne's plushest, with an array 
of the city's most exclusive retailers; 
and Little Collins Street is the premiere 
signature shopping strip with boutiques 
featuring renowned Melbourne design-
ers. 

Major Attractions 

Rialto Towers Melbourne's tallest 
building, offers spectacular 360-degree 
views of the city and surroundings from 
the highest observation deck in the 
southern hemisphere. An informative 
20- minute sight and sound extrava-
ganza, "Melbourne The Living City, " is 
a great introduction to the area. Enjoy 
another beautiful view of the city sky-
line at Southbank on the southern side 
of the Yarra River. It's the home of the 
Southgate Arts and Leisure Pre-
cinct with bistros and shops strewn 
appealingly across four levels. Queen 
Victoria Market, a historic shopping 
mecca and landmark, is a good place 
to mingle with the locals. The stalls fea-
ture everything from exotic Australian 
cheeses, fruits and vegetables, to an  

impressive array of Australian clothing 
and authentic Aborigine boomerangs and 
didgeridoo. Change the pace with a 
short drive to trendy beachside St. 
Kilda, Melbourne's playground. Stroll 
the Lower Esplanade or pick up the pace 
along bustling Ackland Street dotted 
with chic cafes. Stop for lunch at 
Donovans, a restaurant highly popular 
with the locals. Join the revelry at his-
toric Luna Park, the symbol of the area 
with its famous laughing face. Catch the 
golden ring at the beautifully crafted 
carousel, or for the more adventurous, 
a thrilling ride on the heritage roller 
coaster. 

Arts & Culture Melbourne brims with 
fine theater productions and is home to 
the internationally acclaimed Australian 
Ballet and Opera Australia, both accom-
panied by the Orchestra of Victoria. The 
Victorian Arts Center is also home to 
the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. 

Federation Square is where the 
heart of Melbourne beats. The inner city 
block brings together a fusion of fine 
arts, bold architecture and a venue for 
cultural pursuits. The Ian Potter Cen-
tre: NGV Australia is the spectacular new 
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Site of the Twelve Apostle in Port Campbell National Park 

home of Australian art with twenty gal-
leries and special exhibitions, all on view 
through its glass matrix. ACMI Austra-
lian Center for the Moving Image ex-
plores the moving image in all forms. 
The Immigration Museum awakens 
both the history and role immigration 
has played in the development of Aus-
tralia over the past three centuries. The 
historic Custom House in use from the 
1830s to 1960, now houses the museum. 
Most visually stunning is a 17-foot rep-
lica of a ship, in which visitors can ex-
perience the sensation of maritime 
travel over 150 years. The Melbourne 
Museum offers special insights into 
things uniquely Australian- Aboriginal 
weapons, ceremonial objects and the 
prime exhibit Phar Lap, the Australian 
chestnut gelding who won 37 races in 
the 1930s. 

The Greek Community 

Victoria and in particular Melbourne, 
is home to more Greek people than any 
city on earth outside Athens. It's rec-
ognized as the world's third largest 
Greek City (after Athens and Thessal-
oniki). Although the first recorded Greek 
settlers in Australia were seven young 
sailors from the island of Hydra in 1829, 
it wasn't until the discovery of gold in 
the 1850s that brought the first big wave 
of Greek immigrants to Australian 
shores. 

The Greek Orthodox Community of 
Melbourne and Victoria (GOCMV) was 
established in 1897 and is acknowledged 
as the oldest Greek organization in Aus-
tralia. Among their many achievements 
was the establishment of Evangelismos 
the first Greek Orthodox Church in 

Victoria, completed in 1902 (and still 
active) and the first Greek school. 

Lonsdale Street between Swanston 
and Russell Streets has been the home 
base of Melbourne's Greek community 
since the early 1900s. The Parthenon 
Greek Orthodox Community Center 
stands regally at the corner overlooking 
the Greek precinct. Walking down the 
street mouthwatering aromas of juicy 
lamb sovalaki, Dolmades and Mousaka 
fill the air. It's a common site to see men 
playing tavli on the al fresco tables with 
a glass of wine or cup of coffee or 'kok'. 
At night the area comes alive with Greek 
music from the cabarets. 

The role of Greek settlers has been 
vital in building Australia. Evangelismos 
located at 186 Victoria Parade in East 
Melbourne, still fills the religious needs 
of the Greek population. The GOCMV 
continues to respond to the needs of its 
members, and each March it sponsors 
the award winning Antiopodes Festival, 
which celebrates Greek culture in 
Melbourne and attracts the involvement 
of more than 100 Greek community or-
ganizations. The Festival's success is 
such that it is used as a model by the 
Greek Foreign Ministry for Greek com-
munities worldwide. 

Special Attractions 

Greek Treasures: from the 
Benaki Museum in Athens to the 
Immigration Museum in Melbourne 
is currently on view through May 28, 
2006. 

The Benaki collection was founded 
in the mid-19th century by Anthonis 
Benaki and today it is the oldest pri-
vate museum in central Athens, hous- 

ing more than 30,000 items starting from 
antiquity to 1922. 

Now here in Melbourne, you can come 
face to face with 8,000 glorious years 
of history in this extraordinary exhibi-
tion. There are 160 artifacts that have 
been carefully selected to reflect the 
expansive coverage of Greek history 
from 6000 BC right through to the early 
19th century. Included are ceramics, 
embroidered textiles, jewelry, figurines, 
oil paintings and Byzantine icons. 

The Immigration Museum is located 
at 400 Flinders Street in Melbourne. 
Visit the website at: 
www.immigration.museum.vic.gov.au  

Getting around 

Melbourne is planned in a grid-like 
system, which makes city exploring 
easy and enjoyable. Local transporta-
tion includes an extensive tram system, 
underground train loop and bus service. 
A fun way to get around the city is by 
Yarra River Shuttle Boat for a hop 
on-hop off ride at major city attractions. 

Specialty Tours & Excursions 

Take a tour through visually stunning 
Yarra Valley, the premier wine destina-
tion set on Melbourne's doorstep. In 
addition to the more than 50 wineries, 
there are orchards, farms, and specialty 
shops that offer the freshest local pro-
duce. Stop at TarraWarra Estate, pro-
ducers of Australia's finest Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay The adjoining 
TarraWarra Museum of Art is the result 
of Eva and Marc Besen's inexhaustible 
passion for 1950s Australian art, now 
shared with the public. Head out to the 
Yering Station Winery set on the site of 
the Valley's first vineyard planted in 
1838. Enjoy a sumptuous lunch at 
Sweetwater Café, or a formal dinner at 
Eleonore in the Chateau Yering Historic 
House. The 1854 Victorian mansion is 
set among beautiful historic gardens and 
pristine lawns, bordering the Yarra River. 
Excellent culinary delights are skillfully 
prepared and complemented by out-
standing wines from the Chateau's his-
toric cellar. Sample some of the 
country's finest sparkling wines at 
Domaine Chandon, the Australian out-
post of the French Moet & Chandon. 
Treat yourself to a wine and cheese tast-
ing in the Green Point room as you soak 
up the sun and look out on the pictur-
esque scenery. Epicurean Food & Wine 
Tours, a boutique luxury tour provider 
throughout Victoria, lets guests experi-
ence an abundant range of regional 
food, with classic matches of local wine. 
Visit the website at: www.epicurea-
ntours.com.au  
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Phillip Island and the 
Penguin Parade 

Phillip Island is home to an astound-
ing array of wildlife, including Australia's 
largest fur seal colony. Journey to the 
star attraction of the Penguin Parade in 
Phillip Island Nature Park, stopping at 
Warrooks, where you get to feed kan-
garoos, wallabies and a host of farm 
animals. Stroll along the elevated board-
walks at the Koala Conservation Cen-
tre to view these cuddly creatures high 
in the treetops. Then it's off to 
Summerland Beach to take your place 
on a special viewing platform for the 
enchanting procession of hundreds of 
fairy penguins (they stand about one 
foot tall). At dusk, they catch the surf 
waves onto shore, and chirp and waddle 
across the sand to settle into their bur-
rows. Information on Gray Line Pen-
guin Parade tours can be found at: 
www.grayline.com.au  

Where to dine 

In Melbourne dining reflects the cos-
mopolitan nature of the city as well as 
areas where you will find a mix of local, 
genuinely ethnic and international 
dishes. 

A unique dining experience and a city 
tour can be enjoyed on the Colonial 
Tramcar Restaurant. Melbourne's old-
est trams dating back to 1927 are el-
egantly refurbished in Pullman style 
decor. Glazed windows allow guests to 
privately enjoy the passing scenery 
while dining on gourmet cuisine. For in-
formation and reservations visit the 
website 	 at: 
www.tramrestaurant.com.au  

Where to stay 

Langham Hotel Melbourne is just 
a short stroll to the central business and 
shopping district, Crown Casino and 
Entertainment Complex. With 387 lav-
ishly appointed rooms and suites, the 
hotel offers every facility including a 
state of the art Fitness Center with an 
extensive gym. In the hotel's Chuan 
Spa enjoy the ultimate indulgence of 
replenishing treatments, nurturing fa-
cials, and a massage for the pleasure 
of the day. All day dining is available in 
the Melba Brasserie, and the Tisane 
Lounge. Located at 1 Southgate Avenue 
visit 	their 	website 	at: 
www.langhamhotels.com  

For further information visit the Tour-
ism Victoria website at: 
www.visitmelbourne.com  

The Call of Adventure Beckons 
in Regional Victoria 

Stretch your sense of discovery and 
quest for adventure beyond Melbourne, 
by taking a short drive to the heart of 
Victoria. Venture outdoors to stunning 
bays and offshore islands to cast a fish-
ing line, surf, or swim with dolphins and 
seals. Meander through Victoria's coun-
tryside where golden beach- lined pen-
insulas, sleepy villages and seaside re-
sorts, create a microcosm of all that 
makes Australia so irresistible. 

Head for Daylesford & Hepburn 
Springs the center of natural beauty 
and indulgence. Tour the scented 
grounds at Lavandula Lavender 
Farm, set beside a bubbling creek 
among hills, farmland and forest. Look 
out over the lavender fields neatly pat-
terned, and matched with herbs, potage 
gardens and quaint cottages. Call at 
Convent Gallery, an imposing struc-
ture from the 1860s, where art is com-
bined with food, wine and shopping. 
Enjoy a guided walking tour through the 
Wombat State Forest, once fuel for the 
timber and gold industries, and now 
regenerating ecology with native flora 
and fauna. Bothfeet tours operate 
private walks and extended journeys. 
Visit 	the 	website 	at: 
www.bothfeet.com.au  

Stay overnight at Peppers Springs 
Retreat a 1930s art deco Spa Resort. 
Indulge yourself in a full body 
aromatherapy, botanical facial, or a 
variety of massages at the Mineral Spa. 
At the romantic Art Deco Restaurant 
dine on delicious continental cuisine, 
sumptuous desserts and fine wines. For 
reservations and information visit the  

website at: www.thesprings.com.au  
See the legacy of the mid-1800s gold 

rush in the architecture and grand parks 
in 

Ballarat, once the center of the rich-
est gold field in the world. Immerse 
yourself in history at Soverign Hill, a 
recreation of an 1850s goldrush settle-
ment. Take a coachride, visit the town's 
craftshops and buildings, and watch a 
$50,000 pure gold ingot being poured. 
The nightly sound and light spectacu-
lar," Blood on the Southern Cross," 
showcases the historical chapter of the 
1854 Eureka Rebellion. Visit the website 
at: www.sovereignhill.com.au  Stop by 
the world-class Ballarat Aboriginal Cul-
tural Experience for a unique cultural 
tour, and learn the fascinating 40,000 
year history of the Aborigines. Trek 
through Ballarat Wildlife Park dedi-
cated to caring for Australian wildlife in 
its natural surroundings. The unusual 
array of fauna includes wombats, Tas-
manian devils, goannas, crocodiles, 
birds and koala. 

Check in for your overnight stay at 
the Ansonia, a boutique hotel with 
modern rooms set inside a classic Vic 
torian building. Enjoy dinner at Tozers, 
the hotel's contemporary restaurant that 
serves modern cuisine, accompanied by 
a host of local and international wines. 
Visit the website at: www.ballarat.com/ 
ansonia.htm 

Set out for the Grampians, famous 
for some of the most spectacular scen-
ery in Australia. Created over 400 mil-
lion years ago, wind, rain and water 
have carved fantastic shapes in the 
ancient stone, creating the steep craggy 
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slopes and rock formations that thrust 
majestically upwards. In Halls Gap, a 
picturesque town set at the foot of the 
Grampians National Park, it's common 
to encounter friendly locals in the 
streets, including kangaroos, wombats, 
kookaburras and emus. A visit to 
Brambuk Aboriginal Cultural Cen-
tre will reveal much of this area's 
unique Aboriginal heritage and culture. 
In the spectacular Dreaming Theatre 
the creation story of Gariwerd (the 
Grampians) is depicted. Visit the website 
at: www.parkweb.vic.gov.au  To feel a 
real infinity to nature, board a 
Grampians Personalized Tours & 
Adventure's vehicles to explore the 
bushland, and discover the wildlife and 
wide variety of birds in the region. Walk 
to cascading waterfalls and on to look-
outs for magnificent views of the Great 
Dividing Range. A picnic lunch and a cup 
or two of the traditional Aussie billy bush 
tea completes the magic! Visit the 
website at: www.grampianstours.com  
Pass through Dunkeld a beautiful vil-
lage that stands in the shade of Mt. Stur-
geon and Mt. Abrupt. Two walking trails 
link the peaks of the regions majestic 
beauty here. 

Overnight in themed, self-contained 
deluxe villas at Marwood. Choose to 
be reclusive, adventurous or pampered 
at this wonderland set beside the glori-
ous Grampian Ranges. Enjoy a gour-
met breakfast alongside a lakeside gar-
den, watching ducks paddle about, mag-
pies play in treetops and kangaroos 
feeding on sweet green grass. Visit the 
website at: www.marwood.net.au. 

Get set for an incredible adventure 
driving along The Great Ocean Road 
with awesome views of sheer cliffs, for-
ested hills, and many a shipwreck 
caused by the wild seas crashing against 
the cliffs. 

Warrnambool, the largest city on 
the Great Ocean Road is rich in mari-
time heritage. Visit Flagstaff Hill Mari-
time Village that reflects a nineteenth 
century coastal port built around the 
original lighthouse and keeper's cottage. 
Indoors an introductory film captures 
the drama and tragedy of life under sail 
in the 19th century, and exhibits show-
case artifacts salvaged along the haz-
ardous coast. Visit the website at: 
www.flagstaffhill.info 

The best of Victoria's natural won-
ders can be found in the parks. Port 
Campbell National Park, punctuated 
with innumerable coves, offers dive 
access to offshore reefs and historic 
shipwrecks including the famed 1878 
Loch Ard. It's also the site of The 
Twelve Apostles, a series of majes-
tic sandstone monoliths carved out by 
fierce ocean waves. Descend the 
Gibson Steps to the beach below for a 
daunting view of the gigantic rock 
stacks, or take to the air on Great 
Ocean Helicopter Services awesome 
tour. Inland, The Great Ocean Road runs 
through flora and fauna rich Otway 
National Park, home to more than 250 
species of birds and such unusual mam-
mals as swamp wallabies, ring-tailed 
possums and grey kangaroos. At Maits 
Rest you can walk across the wooden 
boardwalk built over the tree-fern gul- 

lies and moss-covered roots of ancient 
rainforest trees, for beautiful views of 
the forest. Apollo Bay nestles into the 
picturesque green foothills of the Otway 
Ranges. 

Stay overnight at the Clarewen Re-
treat perched on the highest point in 
the area, with a crystal clear view over-
looking the coastline, as well as the roll-
ing hills and rainforest gullies. The rooms 
are modern and comfortable, and a 
gourmet breakfast is made to order. 
Visit the website at: www.clare-
wen.com.au  

Lorne is Melbourne's popular play-
ground and a mecca for backpackers. 
Fronting onto a wide-open beach, the 
area is an ideal base for coastal or for-
est activities. Torquay the home of 
Bells Beach is Victoria's surfing capital 
where the beach-based culture is at its 
strongest. The Surfworld Museum cap-
tures the spirit of the popular pursuit in 
words, pictures and hands-on displays. 
Board the Peninsula Searoad ferry at 
Queenscliff to the seaside town of 
Sorrento, the site of Victoria's first Eu-
ropean settlement in 1803. Drive 
through Mornington Peninsula's roll-
ing hills and rich fertile plains that pro-
vide an abundance of grapes from 
more than 150 vineyards. Before head-
ing back to the city, stop at Montalto 
Vineyards & Olive Grove set in a 
spectacular 50-acre natural amphithe-
ater of vines, olive trees and wetlands. 
Enjoy a leisurely provincial lunch gaz-
ing out across this stunning paradise, 
the perfect wind down to an awesome 
journey. 

On your return to Melbourne, and 
prior to leaving, overnight at the Hilton 
Melbourne Airport Hotel. It's steps 
from Melbourne International airport 
and connected via covered walkways 
to all the terminals. Visit the website 
at: www.melbourne-airport.hilton.com  

Getting there 

Air transportation to and from 
Melbourne can be enjoyed on Air Ta-
hiti Nu i that provides excellent service, 
comfort and easy connections. Planes 
depart on time and baggage is handled 
expeditiously. Flight crews keep you 
comfortable and well fed the entire flight. 
For flight information and reservations 
phone (877) 824-4846 or visit the 
website at: www.airtahitinui.com  

For information about exciting 
vacation options visit the Tourism 
Victoria website at: www.visitvict-
oria.com.au  

Visit us online 
www.Estiator.com  
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THE 
1NAFFEN 

The Elite Group during the Second World War 
BY LEONIDAS SAMOUILIDIS, M.D. 

During the Second World War (or in 
any other war) countries involved in the 
war have established fighting groups 
that were characterized as "Elite" as The 
Marines (Rangers) of the U.S., the com-
mandos in England, the Sacred Squad-
ron (Hieros Lochos) in Greece etc. In 
Germany during the Second World War 
such an elite group were the Waffen-
SS. 

A brief history of how this elite group 
evolved and developed throughout the 
pre-war and war years is of interest. 

The Revolutionary militia of the Na-
tional Socialist (Nazi) movement in Ger-
many, in its early years were the Brown 
Shirked "Sturmabteilungen" (Storm 
troopers) or SA. This party's army was 
a big organization whose leadership 
hoped that their men (about 100.000 
allowed by the treaty of Versailles) could 
form the new army of Germany in the 
future. Adolf Hitler felt a growing need 
for a small elite group that would be 
loyal to him personally and provide pro-
tection in the cities that he had to travel 
for political reasons. About 200 men 
were selected for that reason and be-
ca me known collectively as the 
"Schutzstaffeln" (Protection Detach-
ments) or SS. 

The official history of the SS began 
January 16,1929 when Hitler appointed 
Heinrich Himmler as "Reichsfuhrer" SS 
(State Chief While Himmler had big 
plans under his direction the SS became 
a formation composed of the best physi-
cally fit, the most dependable and the 
most faithful men in the Nazi movement 
when Hitler became Chancellor in Janu-
ary 30,1933 he provided the opportu-
nity for a former Reichswehr (German 
Army of the Weimar Republic) senior 
NCO Josef (Sepp) Dietrich to resume a 
military career. On March 17, 1933 
Dietrich collected 117 reliable young 

Paul Hausser, " the Senior," the man who 
ensured that the SS-V became a pro-
fessional elite. 

men into a body guard for Hitler. This 
was the origin of what became the 
"Leibstan darte" (Body Guard) Adolph 
Hitler Regiment (Briefly SS-LAH) 

In the meantime the SA had grown 
to about 2 to 3 million men under the 
leadership of Ernst Rohm and were seek-
ing to exercise some sort of power. The 
tensions increased till the summer of 
1934 when Hitler, after seeing a threat, 
decided to eliminate the SA or at least 
diminish their power. The SS provided 
the necessary gunmen and firing 
squads. Rohm was murdered and the 
SA started to lose power. The event 
occurred June 20, 1934 and is known in 
history as the "Night of the long knives" 
Thence the SS began to grow rapidly. 
"Politisches Bereitschaften (Political 
Readiness) detachments were set up in 
major cities to act in the event of a com- 

munist strike. In October 1, 1934 the 
term "SS-Verfugungstruppen" (Special 
Use Troops) or briefly SS-V replaced the 
former Political Readiness Label. Even-
tually this group was organized by bat-
talions in 1935 and the next year be-
came formalized into the SS-V Regi-
ments "Deutschland" and "Germania." 
The already existing SS-LAH was con-
sidered related to the SS-V but retained 
separate status. The 55-V troops were 
represented in the military occupations 
of the Rheinland, Sudetenland, Austria 
(Anschluss) and Czechoslovakia. In the 
Polish campaign of September 1,1939 
(beginning of the Second World War) 
these troops distinguished themselves 
in action. By the end of the war in May 
1945 the Waffen-SS consisted of 33 di-
visions (about 1 million men) and had 
developed the reputation of toughness 
in battle and were recognized as an elite 
of the German Army (Wehrmacht). The 
army was somewhat hesitant of the de-
velopment of the Waffen-SS particularly 
of the SS-LAH whose leader Dietrich was 
a tough and opinionated man A rivalry 
was created between the OKW (Ober-
kommando der Wehrmacht (Army High 
Command) and Reichsfuhrer Himmler. 
Hitler managed to handle successfully 
this rivalry. Nevertheless the antipathy 
of the army toward the Waffen-SS re-
mained. 

In spite of that, there have been nu-
merous statements of positive nature, 
from army higher officers for the Waf-
fen-SS. Hermann Goring the Luftwaffe 
(Air force) chief made a statement to 
the effect that only the SS-Totenkopf 
(Death head) or SS-T division had the 
greatest value in the Russian campaign. 
Field Marshall Eric von Manstein made 
a similar statement about the same 
group. General Heinz Gttderian (The in-
ventor of the Blitzkrieg) confirmed that 
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seeing the Waffen SS in battle one re-
alized that they fought according to their 
motto "Unsere Ehre Heisst Treue" (Our 
honor is our loyalty.) Also many posi-
tive evaluations were made by 
Wehrmacht commanders of their Waffen 
SS subordinates, recommending them 
for military decorations. 

In the Blitzkrieg against Poland the 
SS-V received its baptism of fire. How-
ever the OKW expressed negative 
views to the effect that Waffen-SS 
troops suffered proportionately heavier 
casualties than the army, and this was 
explained by the view that these for-
mations had been improperly trained 
for the job. The Waffen-SS leaders on 
the other hand argued that their troops 
were forced to serve in strange units 
with difficult assignments and inad-
equate support from the army. It was 
generally believed that Waffen-SS ca-
sualties were much higher than army 
casualties. This was invalidated by a 
statistical study made in 1971 by an 
official German agency which showed 
that Waffen-SS' casualties in battle were 
about 27% whereas Wehrmacht were 
30%. In all these past debates, Hitler 
did not want to break his relationship 
with his generals so he gave the 
Wehrmacht favorable treatments. He 
also thought that this war would not last  

long and that the Waffen-SS would re-
turn after the war to the original role 
assigned to them of "State Police." Nev-
ertheless, the Waffen-SS fought along-
side the Wehmacht and dressed in the 
standard field gray uniform of the army. 
But they were Distinguished from their 
comrades in arms by their "Totenkopf" 
emblazoned field cap, their SS insignia 
and their belt buckle which proudly in-
scribed their motto. The term Waffen-
SS at the beginning of the war was un-
known. By 1940 the Waffen-SS had be-
come the official designation of the com-
bat units of the SS. Himmler continued 
to find ways to have armed men under 
his control. He sought the cooperation 
of Theodore Eicke who was general in-
spector of the concentration camp sys-
tem sine 1936, Thus another division 
was formed the "Totenkopf division SS" 
(SS-T) However the standards of these 
men were lower than those of the SS-
LAH and the other divisions. 

Immediately after the cease fire of 
the campaign in Poland the combat ele-
ments of the Waffen-SS were withdrawn 
to Germany for reorganization. Thus the 
two major formations SS-V and SS-LAH 
remained and other important forma-
tions were made the SS-T, the SS 
polizeidivision and the SS-Junkerschule. 
Also "Der Fuhrer" composed mostly of 

Austrians who joined after the 
"Anschluss" Most of these were rein-
forced with tanks and became "Panzer 
divisions." The general attitudes of the 
Army commanders about these forma-
tions of the Waffen-SS remained less 
than cordial. They expected these divi-
sions to be composed of Nazi street 
brawlers of the type that made the ranks 
of the SA. They were therefore sur-
prised and often pleased to find that 
they had given command of well disci-
plined formations whose soldiers made 
excellent impressions. They realized 
that the Waffen-SS were a different or-
ganization from other SS (Gestapo etc) 
and notably from the "Eisatzdruppen" 
(task groups) that were established 
largely for murderous actions at the 
Russian front, to eliminate Slays, Jews 
Subhumans and other undesirables. 
Waffen -SS were tarred on occasion but 
not justly; on the whole they conducted 
themselves as exceptionally brave and 
skillful soldiers. 

The Western campaign (Fall Gelb or 
Case Yelloe) of 1940 was a milestone 
in the development of the Waffen-SS. 

For the first time they fought in divi-
sional formations under the command 
of their own officers and their perfor-
mance assured them a permanent place 
as the fourth branch of the Wehrmacht. 
The other three being the Heer (infan-
try) Airforce and Navy. 

The Waffen-SS in the Netherland cam-
paign (May 10, 1940) were represented 
by the SS-LAH led by Dietrich and the 
SS-V led by General Paul Hausser. Af-
ter the capitulation of the Dutch army 
these Waffen-SS formations moved 
south to take part in the French front 
Moving forward toward Belgium on May 
19,1940 the SS-T under Theodore Eicke 
went to assist the Wehrmacht and suf-
fered the first serious casualties at the 
battle of Arras. The British had launched 
a relatively weak counter attack that 
shook the Germans considerably. The 
continued advance of the German army 
toward Dunkirk involved all three 
Waffen-SS divisions and more severe 
casualties were reported till the final 
withdrawal of the British Expeditionary 
force from Dunkirk. 

Next, the German plan for "Fall Rot" 
(Case Red) was issued by headquar-
ters on May 31, 1940. Its aim was to 
annihilate the Allied Force still remain-
ing in France as soon as possible. The 
Waffen-SS prepared for their role in Fall 
Rot. In order to fill the gaps caused by 
their battle losses, they sent for per-
sonnel replacements from Germany. In 
this campaign they followed Ewald von 
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Kleist's panzer-gruppe in the advance 
through the heart of France. Exception 
was the SS-LAH that managed to be at 
the head of the advance-often without 
any authority other then Sepp Dietrich's. 
On June 14, 1940 Paris fell and June 
25, 1940 the cease fire went into ef-
fect. 

On July 19, 1940, when the Fuhrer 
spoke to the Reichstag, he said that 
"within the framework of the German 
Armies, fought the valiant divisions of 
the Waffen-SS." This was an important 
acknowledgment coming from the high-
est leader of the Reich. 

The intensive recruiting campaign 
launched by the Waffen-SS after the 
defeat of Poland continued throughout 
the spring and summer of 1940. Gottlob 
Berger was named by Himmler chief 
recruiter. But the seemingly limitless 
expansion of the Waffen-SS and the 
subsequent drain on the Wehrmacht's 
manpower, led to another conflict be-
tween the Military Authorities and the 
Waffen-SS high command. Thus one of 
the techniques that Himmler used to 
gain recruits was to focus in areas out- 

side the Reich, a source of manpower 
not subject to Wehrmacht control. As 
early as 1938, Himmler had authorized 
the acceptance of qualified "Germanics" 
in the Waffen-SS. These came mostly 
as volunteers from Denmark, Norway, 
Belgium and the Netherlands, and were 
not subject to the rigid screenings the 
Germans had. By the end of the West-
ern campaign, the Waffen-SS was re-
ceiving significant increments of foreign 
personnel. Between the campaigns of 
West and East (Russia) major changes 
were being brought in the organization 
and structure of the Waffen-SS, most 
of them to accommodate Himmler in 
having control over them, against the 
army. The details of these changes are 
beyond the scope of this article. Never-
theless, the veteran formations of the 
Waffen-SS, namely SS-T, SS-LAH, and 
SS-Das Reich remained in France to 
train for what was supposed to be the 
forthcoming invasion of England under 
Operation Sea Lion. However on De-
cember 18, 1940 Hitler issued his di-
rective for Fall Barbarossa, which was 
to crush the Soviet Union in a rapid cam- 

paign before the invasion of England. 
So when the first units of the Waffen-
SS finally received the marching orders 
in April 4, 1941, they moved not against 
England or Russia, but against Yugosla-
via and Greece. Waffen-SS Division Das 
Reich thrust toward Belgrade. Charge 
of the Greek campaign was Field 
Marshall Wilhelm List... The Waffen -SS 
participated with SS-LAH under Dietrich. 
At this point an appropriate parenthe-
sis is indicated to show the valiant Greek 
resistance to the German attack which 
started 5.15 A.M. April 6th 1941. The 
attack (Operation Marita) began through 
the Metaxas Line, a series of concrete 
pillboxes and fieldworks stretched along 
the Bulgarian border. The German at-
tack was defended without any major 
successes for the Germans, for three 
days when the Yugoslavian army capitu-
lated and the Germans invaded from 
the border of Yugoslavia, that created 
a major danger for the Greek Armies 
in Macedonia and Albania to be cut 
apart. Then the order came from the 
Greek Army Command to Constantine 
Bakopoulos leader of that army group 
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to surrender. 
The German Military Command ad-

mitted that for the first time they saw 
enemy troops fighting with intact spirit 
and unusual determination and sacri-
fice. For the first time they saw enemies 
defying the frightening German Military 
machine and fight with bayonets, the 
overwhelming powers with such gal-
lantry and heroism. All these astounded 
them. They realized that the operation 
against Greece was not going to be as 
easy as they thought. They did not want 
to believe that these fortifications were 
defended by a relatively small number 
of soldiers. They admired the perfec-
tion of the Greek fortifications and ad-
mitted that nowhere in Europe have 
they found such a defensive position 
and such an heroic army. The German 
commander, talking to General 
Panayotis Dedes, expressed whole-
heartedly his admiration. In showing his 
report he was describing that the forti-
fied Greek locations were superior to 
the Maginot line, and equal to the 
Siegfried line. An officer of the Luftwaffe 
told general Dedes that "the Greek army 
was the first one not to panic under the 
Stuka dive bombers and concluded by 
saying: 

"Your soldiers instead of fleeing with 
panic as it was in Poland and France, 
were shooting at us from their positions." 
It is also told that the Waffen-SS sol-
diers, after their victory, presented a 
guard honoring the valiant Greek sol-
diers. 

On April 10, 1941 the SS-LAH cap-
tured the Klidi Pass which meant that 
now the gateway to south Greece was 
practically open. From that time on, 
operations took more or less the form 
of delaying techniques so that the bulk 
of the British Expeditionary Force would 
be able to gradually board ships and 
evacuate Greece. By April 18, 1941 all 
fronts, including the victorious Albanian 
front that so successfully fought the Ital-
ians for six months, fell back. 

On April 21,1941 general George 
Tsolakoglou, against orders from the 
high command, capitulated to Sepp 
Dietrich by signing the papers in Larissa. 
This capitulation with the German forces 
was partly due to the understanding with 
general List, that Italian forces should 
not be allowed south across the border 
into Greece and the Greek army would 
not surrender to them. Some men of 
the SS-LAH forcefully tried to stop the 
Italians from moving further. This was 
a humiliating blow to Benito Mussolini 
who had been desperate to beat the 
Greeks before the German intervention. 

He warned, immediately, the German 
Military Attaché in Rome that he would 
observe the ceasefire only if the Greeks 
came to terms with the Italians too. Oth-
erwise the perfidious Greeks would later 
boast-as they indeed did-that they had 
not been beaten by the Italians. With 
reluctance, Hitler decided to help 
Mussolini once again, so a second sur-
render was signed up in Salonica on 
April 23, 1941 that included the Italians. 
Thus ended the glorious Greek cam-
paign for the Waffen-SS and the Greek 
army. 

The Waffen-SS was subsequently 
sent to Prague to be refitted for the next 
undertaking -the invasion of the Soviet 
Union. The massive array of the mili-
tary might of the Wehrmacht made the 
formations of the Waffen-SS appear 

Felix Steiner, the innovator who brought 
his tactical insights to the SS-V and 
Waffen-SS. He later embraced the Ger-
manic volunteer movement, and helped 
to make it a success. 

lost. The SS-LAH, and Wiking division 
(Mostly Germanic,) were assigned to 
Army Group South. The SS-Ds- Rich 
with Army group Center and the SS-
Twith Army Group North. All the Waffen-
SS formations were under Army Com-
mand and saw action within the first few 
days of the campaign. Prior to the im-
pending Russian campaign, the indoc-
trination of the Waffen-SS became in-
tensified regarding that war as a Holy 
Crusade against Bolshevism and the 
Subhumans (Untermensch.) Although 
Waffen-SS divisions fought in every the-
ater, except with the Afrika Korps, it was 
the East that they fought the hardest, 

longest and most fanatically, and it was 
there that the Elite formations devel-
oped fully that blend of determination 
and ruthlessness which became their 
distinct military style. Himmler was con-
stantly reiterating the theme of racial 
struggle in his speeches to the officers 
of the Waffen-SS. Many officers of the 
fighting troops claim that they did not 
take the statements seriously and re-
garded him as a rather comical figure 
out of touch with reality. For the sol-
diers of the Waffen-SS, the racial 
struggle did not take the form it did for 
other SS men who ran extermination 
camps or staffed Einsatzgruppen. Two 
important authorities of the Waffen-SS, 
Paul Hausser and Felix Steiner were 
both involved in World War I and after 
the war they joined the Reichswehr. With 
the ascent of Nazism they first joined 
the SA and eventually the Waffen-SS. 
In their curriculum they emphasized 
tactical training and leadership prin-
ciples with a minimal portion devoted 
to political indoctrination. They empha-
sized initiative over blind obedience. 

Since it has been obvious from wars 
that soldiers find it easier to kill or risk 
being killed when they are fighting an 
enemy they hate, all nations have at-
tempted, in one way or another, to in-
still in their troops a picture of the en-
emy sufficiently repugnant or evil to 
inspire that hatred. For the Waffen-SS 
it was two things: The image of the en-
emy as subhuman and as being ideo-
logically opposite. Another example of 
this closer to home was the attitude of 
American Marines fighting the Japanese 
enemies during World War II in the Pa-
cific. The Marines did not consider that 
they were killing their equals, but rather 
that they were wiping out dirty animals 
(as per Andrew A. Rooney: The fortunes 
of War). Or, a more recent example 
would be men in the Arab world think-
ing that they are fighting the infidels in 
the name of Islam. Thus, if Americans 
raised in an allegedly free society would 
react thus toward the Japanese, we 
could imagine how the Waffen-SS (and 
Germans in general) would react as 
products of a systematic racial arid po-
litical indoctrination in a totalitarian sys-
tem. While all the Waffen-SS formations 
in Russia were distinguishing them-
selves in action, one formation the 
"Kampfgruppe" suffered an ignominious 
defeat at the hands of the Red Army. 
That defeat was made even more dis-
tressing to Himmler when it was real-
ized that the soldiers missing had been 
taken prisoners despite Himmler's re-
peated injunctions that the Waffen-SS 
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must fight to death or kill themselves 
rather than surrender. In the other 
fronts the Waffen-SS scored one im-
pressive victory after another. 

A new unconventional approach to 
war appeared in the Russian Front, 
whereby both sides ignored the usual 
convention of war fare. For example, 
killing and brutality toward prisoners, 
mutilation of bodies, and barbarism 
were practiced by German Army and 
Waffen-SS as well as the Red Army. 
Thus Hermann Goring, while confront-
ing Russian general Rudenko chief pros-
ecutor at the Nuremberg Trials, said that 
the Russians had no right to judge the 
Germans or accuse them of atrocities. 

At the outbreak of World War II, most 
members of the Waffen-SS were Ger-
mans; as the war years progressed for-
eigners who joined the Waffen-SS out-
numbered native Germans. The largest 
group of non-German SS men were 
Eastern Europeans. These people en-
listed mostly for the freedom and inde-
pendence of their countries and hoped 
that the Germans would grant some sort 
of autonomy to their homelands after 
the war, mostly away from the possible 
Russian domination The Western Euro-
peans who joined the Waffen-SS had 
mostly in their minds, saving Europe 
from Bolshevism. Others were moti-
vated by an adventurous desire, better 
food, the prestige of the SS uniform, or 
to avoid compulsory labor service. Few 
had criminal records. With the turn in 
the tide of the war in 1943, these people 
felt caught in between. Their countries 
of origin would consider them traitors, 
and their compromising solution was to 
strengthen their attitudes in combat and 
fight even more bravely. It was one of 
the ironies of the war that at the end 
within the encircled German capital, the 
last defenders of the entombed Father 
included Danes and Norwegians of the 
Waffen-SS division "Nordland," a group 
of French from the division "Charle-
magne" and a group of Latvian Waffen-
SS. 

The gradual deterioration of the 
Waffen-SS as to their purity for Arya-
nism ended up in January 1944 by re-
cruiting Moslem divisions from Bosnia 
the "Handscar" (form of Turkish sword). 
However the Moslems did not show any 
efficiency or reliability. According to 
Himmler, eight weeks of SS training for 
the Moslems only taught them not to 
steal from one another! Having openly 
compromised its racial exclusiveness by 
the creation of the "Handschar" division, 
the Waffen-SS no longer had any good 
reason for denying itself a share in the 

Slavic manpower pool. Since then, 
Himmler in his speeches made only very 
few tentative remarks about the "Jew-
ish-Bolshevik" enemy, and not a word 
about "Asiatic Hordes" and "Slavic 
subhumans." It is interesting to note 
that an attempt to form a Waffen-SS 
"free Corps" by selecting British pris-
oners of war was hardly successful. The 
enlargement of the Waffen-SS with for-
eigners did not lead to a corresponding 
increase in its military capabilities. It 
was rather the opposite. Only the West 
European group-numerically the small-
est-fought consistently well and were 
practically indistinguishable in quality 
from native Germans. Most of the non-
Germanic volunteers and conscripts 
were thought as traitors in their own 
countries, and after the and of the war 

Joseph "Sepp" Dietrich was one of the 
most experienced tank veteran in the 
German military. 

they were punished either by execution 
or imprisonment. As the war pro-
gressed, more Waffen-SS divisions were 
formed. Some of which, like the 
"Hohenstauffen" and "Frundsberg" con-
sisted of youth about 16 years old. Hitler 
commented that Germany's youth fights 
magnificently and with incredible brav-
ery, and more fanatically than their older 
comrades. By the middle of 1943 the 
Germans were in all fronts on the de-
fensive as the progress of the war 
turned in favor of the allies. Then it was 
Hitler's intent to conduct an active de-
fense by counterattacks with the object 
of wresting the initiative from the al-
lies. Despite Hitler's best efforts, the 
constantly deteriorating military situa-
tion made it impossible to maneuver the 

troops properly. Thus the Waffen-SS di-
visions were shuttled from one danger 
spot to another, with only an occasional 
brief rest for refitting. For example the 
Waffen-SS-LAH made the trip between 
West and East seven times in two years. 
In the final analysis the contribution of 
the Waffen-SS till the end of the war 
was to be able to delay the allied ad-
vances. 

The retreat of the German armies in 
all fronts to the final collapse of the Third 
Reich, are very well known from His-
torical documents and they do not need 
any mention here. Nevertheless there 
were specific spots where the Waffen-
SS till the end of the war had the chance 
to show their valor in battle. Few ex-
amples ace quoted here: 

"In August 7, 1944 the newly rees-
tablished SS Panzer Divisions "Wiking" 
and "Totenkopf" launched a counterat-
tack which threw the Russians out of 
Warsaw and back across the Vistula 
River. The Russians were held back for 
two months. That same night of August 
a formidable force of several SS Panzer 
divisions under the command of Gen-
eral Paul Hausser launched an heroic 
assault against the American troops that 
was checked by a furious Allied air at-
tack. The newly refitted SS Panzer di-
visions "SS-LAH" "Das Reich" "Hohen-
stauffen" and "Hitler Jugend" were or-
ganized into the 6th SS Panzer Army. 
Under Sepp Dietrich and on December 
16,1944 they launched operation 
"Wacht am Rhein" known as "the Battle 
of the bulge" in Ardennes aiming at cap-
turing the port of Antwerp. In the early 
stages of the assault the Waffen-SS 
made considerable gains. They were 
assisted from the south by Hasso von 
Manteuffel's 5th Panzer Army. In the 
long run this battle failed and ended by 
mid January 1945. 

The final participation of the Waffen-
SS worth mentioning is the battle for the 
defense of Berlin. The Soviet push on 
Berlin started April 16, 1945. The val-
iant general of the Waffen-SS Felix 
Steiner had the honor to be in charge of 
the few Panzer divisions that were left, 
of the huge structure of the Waffen-SS. 
During the years of defeat, Hitler's la-
tent and growing paranoia took over and 
he started to mistrust even more his 
generals, particularly after the assassi-
nation attempt undertaken by colonel 
Count. Glaus von Stauffenberg by put-
ting a bomb in Hitler's Headquarters at 
Rastenburg "Wolf's Lair" on July 20 1944. 

Then his trust turned more to the 
Waffen-SS generals. Hitler, from his 
bunker at the last days of Berlin, would 
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give irrelevant orders to his Waffen-SS 
generals which were disobeyed because 
of their absurdity. Finally the Fuhrer lost 
trust in his last trusted general of the 
Waffen-SS Felix Steiner. That made 
Hitler realize that it was the end and 
thus he committed suicide. During his 
outbursts at the Bunker he needed only 
to have gone a little out of his way to 
see that he had not been really betrayed 
by the Waffen-SS. As was mentioned 
before the divisions "Nordland" and 
"Charlemagne" were there fighting to 
the end. Now the crucial question is 
whether the Waffen-SS were involved 
in atrocities performed by other 
branches of the SS and to what degree. 
Loathed by many as a criminal organi-
zation yet also respected for the esprit 
du corps, resolve and valor of its units 
and individuals, the Waffen-SS was a 
highly complex multifaceted phenom-
enon unique among the military orga-
nizations of the world. The history of the 
Waffen-SS began to be recorded before 
the 2nd world war and continued during 

the war. Many accounts were biased as 
they were written by pro-Nazi sources or 
wartime enemies. The debate continued 
and to a lesser degree is still going on 
now. However the controversy contrib-
uted too many incorrect concepts being 
taken into historiography as accepted 
truths. 

The military tribunal at Nuremberg 
accepted the view that the Waffen-SS 
were part of the criminal organization 
of the SS and proceeded along these 
lines of thinking. The defenders argued 
that Waffen-SS was a purely military or-
ganization no different from any other 
component of the Wehrmacht and had 
no connection with crimes committed by 
other branches of the SS, and the only 
similarity was that of the common origi-
nal title. 

After the tribunal in Nuremberg there 
came the years of silence whereby 
members of the Waffen-SS were too 
ashamed or intimidated to raise any is-
sues. Then, when war crimes etc passed 
into memory and the passions were  

somewhat subdued, leading Waffen-SS 
veterans decided that the time was ripe 
to remove the stigma on their honor. 
They started to organize under the ef-
forts of Otto Kumm (prior leader of 
Germania Deutschland and Prinz Eugen) 
and others, grew in 1950 the 
"Hilfsgemeinschaft auf Gegenseitigkeit 
der Waffen-SS" or HIAG, (Mutual Aid 
Society of the Waffen-SS). In late 1953 
a number of Waffen-SS men were re-
leased from Allied captivity. Among 
them was Kurt Meyer former com-
mander of the Panzer division "Hitler 
Jugend" who became the chief spokes-
man for HIAG. In 1957 Meyer, speak-
ing before 8,000 former Waffen-SS men 
in Karlberg, Bavaria claimed that 
Waffen-SS troops did not commit any 
collective crimes except few isolated 
incidents, like the firadour massacre in 
France, which was as a reprisal for the 
killing of Waffen-SS officers by French 
marquis (Part of the French resistance). 
He also condemned the theory of "col-
lective guilt" established at Nuremberg. 
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He also said that the charge that units 
belonging to the divisions of the Waffen-
SS were assigned to carry out extermi-
nation operations is a deception de-
signed to defame the group. 

Yet, contrary to Hausser's and Stein-
er's original conception Reichsfuhrer SS 
Himmler assigned numerous units of 
Waffen-SS to purposes other than com-
bat. These included Murderous Eisatz-
gruppen and concentration camp guards. 
Waffen-SS veterans point out that they 
themselves had no say in these other 
men being assigned to their group,  and 

were linked cases had no idea that they ere 
linked to such groups. To confuse the 
issue even more we note that there were 
varying degrees of personnel exchange 
between the murderous groups and 
combat units. The controversy still goes 
on. Much depends on one's definition of 
the term Waffen-SS. The accusers stress 
the fact that the Waffen-SS was part of 
the SS system and therefore shared 
their activity and responsibility of crimes 
and associated guilt. The defenders 
claim that the Waffen-SS was only a 
small part of the huge and complex SS 
system and were only concerned with 
military and combat issues. They do not 
deny that isolated instances of atroci-
ties may have occurred by the Waffen-
SS particularly in the Russian front. But 
someone could see as war crimes the 
daily bombing of the Hamburg civilian 
population by the Allied Airforce, or the 
dropping of the atom bomb in Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima. Also the barbarism the 
British used against EOKA fighters in 
Cyprus in the mid 60's. 

An important case to mention is the 
Oskar Dirlewanger and his brigade. It 
consisted of convicted poachers at first 
and ended up using the scum of the 
earth. Understandably these men would 
commit murder and other atrocities with-
out any difficulty. At the Nuremberg tri-
als it was debated whether the 
Dirlewanger group was directly con-
nected with the Waffen-SS or not. The 
most notorious crimes the brigade com-
mitted were during the suppression of 
the 1944 Warsaw uprising. Finally 
Dirlewanger was wounded in February 
1945 and was arrested for these crimes. 
He died June 7, 1945 of "unspecified 
causes." The issue of Waffen-SS crimi-
nality has been clouded by propaganda 
which included many Germans who 
tended to identify the Waffen-SS with 
the commission of war crimes. One of 
these was field Marshall Erwin Rommel 
(the famous "desert fox".) An episode 
with his son Manfred as described by 
him is as follows (See Rommel papers). 

"So one day I decided to opt for the 
Waffen-SS and told my father of my 
decision in order to get his consent. He 
reacted strongly. 'That's out of the 
question,' he said 'You'll join the same 
force as I've served in for over thirty 
years.' When I argued the point with him 
he perfectly well recognized the quality 
of the SS troops, under no circum-
stances did he want me to be under the 
command of a man (Himmler) who, ac-
cording to his information was carrying 
out mass murders." 

One misconception is that Waffen-SS 
were political soldiers indoctrinated in 
Nazi ideology. However political indoc-
trination was a very minor part in the 
Waffen-SS training. It was much more 
prevalent in Youth Groups, the major-
ity of which served in the Wehrmacht. 
Also the Wehrmacht consisted mostly 
of Ethnic Germans whereas about 33 to 
50% of Waffen-SS consisted of 
Germanics and other foreigners who 
were not raised under any Nazi indoc-
trination. Thus it cannot realistically be 
said that the Waffen-SS was character-
ized as being a group of Nazi fanatics 
than the soldiers of the German Army. 
When we talk about criminality and 
atrocities connected with combat areas 
of the Waffen-SS it is interesting to note 
that separate crimes were found for 
each of the eight first Waffen-SS divi-
sions. These incidents have sometimes 
received little study but are taken at 
face value and their few particulars are 
repeated in countless works that rehash 
one another. 

It is important to realize that most 
cases resulted from previous atrocities 
committed in violation of the laws and 
customs of war. For example, when cap-
tain Fritz Knochlein was condemned for 
the massacre of British prisoners at 
LeParadis, during the Western campaign 
in 1940, later evidence showed that he 
had simply reacted to earlier British 
crimes. Controversially speaking, 
Knochlein was found later not to be such 
an honorable officer. 

As informative pieces I would like to 
mention few other alleged atrocities 
performed by the Waffen-SS: Malmedy 
massacre at the Ardennes by the 1st 
Panzer SS division, Oradoqr in France 
by the 2nd SS Panzer division, LeParadis 
in France by the 3rd SS Panzer divi-
sion, Larissa in Greece by the 4th SS 
Panzer division, murder of 600 Galician 
Jews after Barbarossa by the 5th SS 
Polizel division, destruction of Hovani-
emi, Finland by the 6th Mountain SS di-
vision. 

It is safe to assume that most Waffen- 

SS war atrocities were due to reprisals 
after guerilla activities, as for example 
the destruction of Distomo in Sterea 
Ellada, Greece, in the spring of 1944 
followed an attack by guerillas, who in 
their turn claimed that the Germans 
were killing whomever they found in 
their way. It is worth remembering that 
before and during the Second World War 
reprisals involving the civilian popula-
tion in occupied lands were tolerated 
as a last resort to subdue the enemy, 
therefore they were not considered il-
legal. Only the nature and the degree 
of the reprisal should be taken under 
consideration in other words if it was 
appropriate to the crime or not. In most 
cases the reprisal was probably exag-
gerated. It was only in 1949 at the re-
vision of the Geneva Convention that 
this was changed and acts like repris-
als etc became prohibited. Thus, then, 
not every killing of a civilian by men of 
the Waffen-SS was a crime. However 
true massacres such as the executions 
at the razing of Lidice in Czechoslova-
kia in the wake of Reinhard Heydrich's 
assassination (an incident perpetrated 
not by the Waffen-SS but by the Ge-
stapo, German and Czech police units) 
were never allowed under International 
Law. 

In the East, generally, the Waffen-
SS had to face partisan activity which 
traditionally is of cruel nature. People 
in Yugoslavia used the concept of "Eth-
nic cleansing" thus the Germans got in-
volved in a style of warfare that ex-
isted there for centuries before and has 
been continuing until very recently if 
there is a war. The Waffen-SS had a sub-
stantial proportion of its units involved 
in anti-partisan warfare not only in 
Southern and Eastern Europe but in the 
Soviet Union, Italy and elsewhere. So 
it is within the realm of anti partisan 
operations that the bulk of Waffen-SS 
atrocities can be found. The conclusions 
that I personally draw out of this ex-
pensive study are these: All wars no 
matter how noble are climbing to be 
they involve atrocities and cruel acts. 

There is no doubt that the Waffen-SS 
were participating in combat atrocities; 
however they cannot be labeled as a 
criminal organization. 

The justification that most atrocities 
were performed as reactionary acts to 
other atrocities by the enemy does not 
hold water. Two wrongs do not make it 
right, and one evil does not justify an-
other evil. The Waffen-SS were really 
honorable soldiers and they deserve 
the designation of Germany's Elite 
troops. 
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A Common Sense Approach to Business 
Can Constitute an Ethical Framework 

Take the Ethical Frame Work Test-5 Simple Questions 

By CHRISTOS PAPOUTSY 

The complex ethical guidelines laid 
down in the recent Sarbanes-Oxley Act 
can assist in regulating business ethics. 
But how can businesses implement 
these guidelines? How practical are 
these guidelines for most businesses? 
How can these regulations be converted 
to daily business practice? One solution 
is to adopt the common-sense approach 
advocated by the author, a former suc-
cessful CEO, using a combination of four 
basic business principals and five simple 
questions to guide ethical decision-mak-
ing at all levels of business. 

Four Basic Business Principals 

Business principals and practices that 
contribute to the basics of becoming and 
sustaining an ethical socially responsible 
business are the following: 

1. Institutionalization 
By sharing control, there is a better 

chance of transparency, real oversight, 
and accountability. Institutionalization 
means sharing control by establishing 
a professional board of directors, in-
stead of a rubber-stamp board. A truly 
professional board will include men and 
women who are respected, competent, 
enthusiastic and willing to roll up their 
sleeves and work hard. And most im-
portant of all, for a professional board, 
disagreement should be welcomed as a 
virtue, not a vice. 

2. Solid business practices 
A CSR business must have solid 

business practices embedded into its 
entire operations, including a real mis-
sion statement, code of ethics, strat-
egy, business plan and effective lead-
ers that are ethical. 

3. A company of citizens 
A CSR business must cultivate "a 

Visit us online 
at estiator.com  

company of citizens" where all employ-
ees are welcomed into the corporation 
as morally competent agents, seen as 
specially qualified for intelligent work, 
rather than as mere units of labor. 

4. Legal checks and balances 
Only a system with legal checks and 

balances will effectively encourage and 
enforce corporate responsibility. 

Ethical Framework Test: 
The 5 SQ's or Simple Questions 

Federal and state governmental 
regulations like the Sarbanes-Oxley Act 
can assist in encouraging ethical busi-
ness practices. Following time-proven, 
common-sense business principles can 
ensure effective and efficient opera-
tions, as well as ethical practices. 

But in every business problematic 
situations arise that don't seem to fall 
within any categories or guidelines es-
tablished by law or traditional practices 
to address ethical dilemmas How can 
decision-makers resolve these issues? 
The author recommends utilizing the 
Ethical Framework Test, a series of five 
simple questions that he developed to 
assist business professionals and lead-
ers in areas not clearly covered by le-
gal statutes and standard practices. 
When used in combination with the ba-
sic principals outlined above, these can  

offer an overall ethical framework for 
business operations. 

The Ethical Framework Test: 
The 5 SQ's or Simple Questions: 

1. Who are all the people affected by 
the business decision, considering the 
full scope of all stakeholders? 

2. Does this decision cause harm or 
injury to any of those affected and are 
there reasonable actions you can do to 
mitigate it? 

3. Is my behavior deceptive? Would 
I regard it that way if I were in the other 
party's position? 

4. Are there any disguised conflicts 
between myself, the shareholders and 
those affected by the business decision? 
Transparency can help reinforce ethi-
cal behavior. 

5. What would happen if every party 
in the transaction were to behave in the 
same way toward each other? This is 
like the case where every driver at an 
intersection decides to jump the traffic 
lights. 

In general, if you can answer "yes" 
to questions 2, 3, and 4, or articulate 
that harm may arise to any or all stake-
holders—including clients, "counter-par-
ties," whistle-blowers, and sharehold-
ers—then the recommended course of 
action is clear: you should refrain from 
carrying out the action under consider-
ation. 

Both the set of basic business prin-
ciples and five simple questions are 
designed to guide any person, whether 
business owner or employer, in mak-
ing the right ethical decisions through-
out her or his career. Their simplicity 
and practicality make them 
indispensible as general measures for 
the smooth operation of a business or 
professional position. 
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St. Louis Greek Community 
Dedicates Matsakis Cultural Center 

A capacity crowd packed The Matsakis 
Cultural Center at the University cf Mis-
souri - St. Louis to help honor and dedi-
cate the opening of the Dr. Nicholas and 
Theodora Matsakis Cultural Center. On 
hand for the ribbon cutting was almost 
the entire Matsakis family, daughter 
Aphrodite, sons Elias and Demetre, plus 
numerous grandchildren and great 
grandchildren who all took great pride 
in the honor bestowed upon their par-
ents and grandparents. 

As the guests acquainted themselves 
with the various antique sculptures, pho-
tos, the library with volumes from the 
Classical period, Byzantine and modern 
Greece, they enjoyed a delicious array 
of hors d'oeurves. 

Welcoming remarks were made by 
Professor Joel Glassman, Chairman of 
The Center for International Studies at 
UMSL. Chancellor Thomas George of the 
University spoke glowingly of the 
progress the Greek Studies program has 

24,-A dom and equally for his strong endorse-
ment for the preservation of Hellenism 
in the U.S. Dr. Matsakis, in his gracious 
remarks, cited The Order of Ahepa for 
the values he learned as a child on the 
island of Karpathos and during his stud-
ies on the island of Cyprus during the 
1930's. At the age of 7, his personal life 
journey began on the streets of Athens 

when he witnessed first hand the dev-
astation of refugees fleeing from Turk-
ish genocide in Asia Minor. As a young 
student in Cyprus, he witnessed the 
Cypriots struggle for independence and 
participated in the demonstrations of the 
1939 uprising. Shortly after, he came to 
America where he studied dentistry at 
St. Louis University, and while working 

L to R: Nicholas Karakas, Chairman Greek Advisory Committee, Dr. Nicholas 
Matsakis, Mrs. Theodora Matsakis and Professor Michael Cosmopoulos. 

Dr. Nicholas Matsakis receiving the 
Medal of Freedom award from Ahepa 
past Supreme President Frank Manios. 

made since its inception, and of the posi-
tive effect the Nicholas and Theodora 
Matsakis Culture Center will have upon 
Hellenism in the greater St. Louis area. 

Ahepa past President, Frank Manios 
presented the Medal of Freedom to Dr. 
Matsakis for his tireless and multi-de-
cade advocacy on behalf of Cyprus free- 

The Matsakis family: Dr. Nicholas, daughter Aphrodite, Mrs. Theodora and sons 
Demetri and Elias Matsakis. 
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L to R: Professors of UMSL: Dr. Joel Glassman, Associate Vice Chancellor, Director 
for International Relations; Dr. Diane Touliatos, Director of the Center for the Hu-
manities and Dr. Michael Cosmopoulos, Hellenic Government-Karakas Foundation. 

part time as a Greek school teacher at 
St. Nicholas, and he still found time to 
work an almost full time job. 

In spite of his long hours of work as a 
dentist to support his growing family, he 
still found time to devote to Hellenism 
and the youth of Ahepa. His appoint-
ment as honorary Consul of Cyprus 
added to his responsibilities, which he 
took in earnest. Dr. Matsakis' fund rais-
ing efforts for the enslaved children of 
Cyprus are legend as money poured in 
from all parts of the U.S. and Europe. 
Hence today, there are 100's of now 
grown children who have benefited from 
his efforts, which still continue with zest, 
love and determination. 

Mrs. Matsakis stated in her eloquent 
remarks "It has been said that the influ-
ence of the Greeks far exceeds their 
number. From arts to mathematics, from 
philosophy to science, from medicine to 
politics, Greek ideas and language have 
influenced, if not shaped our modern 
world. This nation was built on the demo-
cratic principles developed in ancient 
Athens. In my life time, I saw Greece 
support our great nation in two world 
wars. Greek immigrants who came to 
this country, built churches and commu-
nities. Greek Americans have been lead-
ers in the professions, in commerce and 
dear to my heart in the great Universi-
ties of this country. Last year, we saw a 
celebration of old and new Greek cul-
ture as the Olympics returned to Greece. 
This Center is here to celebrate and 
honor all of this and more." 

She continued to say, "We also owe 
much to so many great St. Louisans of 
Hellenic descent who in actions large and 
small each did their part in preserving 
our culture, our music and our language. 
Many have now passed on and they are 
deeply missed. We can all take joy in 
knowing that their grandchildren and 
their grandchildren's grandchildren will 
have this beautiful center as a place of 
enrichment and renewal." 

Each of the talented children of Dr. & 
Mrs. Matsakis spoke of their parents in 
glowing admiration. Elias Matsakis, a 
successful Chicago lawyer, acknowl-
edged, "It is especially fitting that St. 
Louis, which has been known as the 
"Gateway to the West", is now going to 
be the "Gateway to Western Civilization" 
as the birthplace and cradle of the many 
great institutions of Western Civilization 
that arose in Greece." 

"I live in Chicago, and there are many, 
many more Greeks in Chicago, but I 
don't believe that anywhere does every-
thing that is right and good about Helle-
nism, breathe any clearer or stronger  

than in St, Louis." 
Professor Michael Cosmopoulos, chair 

of the Hellenic Government-Karakas 
Family Foundation Professor of Greek 
Studies said, "The Nicholas and Theodora 
Matsakis Hellenic Culture Center at the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis is a place 
where scholars, students, and commu-
nity members are welcome to immerse 
themselves in Hellenic culture and his-
tory and to access political, educational, 
cultural, travel, and business informa-
tion about Greece. The Center has five 
main constituents: 

• The Mary E. Critzas Gallery of 
Greek Art features a permanent ex-
hibit of ancient Greek and Byzantine art, 
as well as periodic exhibitions of artwork 
by modern Greek artists. 

• The Karakas Family Library is 
filled with general-interest books and 
periodicals on ancient, Byzantine, and 
modern Greece as well as a collection 
of current brochures, informational 
booklets, and other printed materials 
from Greek public and private organi-
zations, including subscriptions to ma-
jor Greek newspapers and magazines. 

• The Hellenic Spirit Foundation 
Conference Room is available for a 
number of events and activities related 
to Greek culture including lectures, films, 
meetings, and performances. 

• The Mary E. Critzas Archives of 
the Greek-American Community 
details the history of the local Greek-
American community, including the docu-
ments resulting from the Greek Chair's 

Oral History project. 
• The Andrew Dimarogonas Me-

dia Center holds computers with ac-
cess to the internet and updated book-
marks for major Greek portals and Web 
sites. Also, the Media Center features a 
projection area with Greek films and 
educational and informational videos." 
The Greek Chair, established some seven 
years ago by the generous support of 
The Hellenic Government and strong 
Greek American community endorse-
ment, has made outstanding progress 
under the academic leadership of Dr. 
Michael Cosmopoulos. 

The Nicholas and Theodora 
Matsakis Hellenic Culture Center 
was made possible by the following do-
nors: Steve Chalmers, Michael and 
Deborah Cosmopoulos, John Critzas, 
Katherine Dimarogonas, Hellenic Spirit 
Foundation, Menelaos Karamichalis, 
Nicholas and Sophia Karakas, Katsinas 
Family Foundation, Elias Glavinas, Harry 
Lemakis, Demetrios Lappas, Elias, 
Demetrios, and Aphrodite Matsakis, 
Constantine and Maria Michaelides, 
Christos Papadopoulos, George and 
Renna Pelican, Demetrios Sarantites, 
Salvatore Sutera, Jeanne Tombras, Pe-
ter and Chrysoula Tomaras and Evagelos 
Tozakoglou. 

For further information, please con-
tact: 

Nicholas Karakas 
4400 Woodson Road 
St. Louis, Missouri 63134 
or e-mail karakasn@yahoo.com. 
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Ohio Greek-Americans Unite 
to Support Hellenism 

In an inspiring and refreshing dem-
onstration of Greek unity five Greek-
American organizations and several 
prestigious individuals are sponsoring 
a banquet to raise funds for the pro-
duction of a planned documentary film 
Our Greek Heritage: The Greek Roots 
of Western Civilization. This documen-
tary is a nationally adopted AHEPA 
project that reminds people of this 
country of the debt our civilization owes 
to the Ancient Greeks. 

An article in the July-August 2005 
issue of Greek American Review by 
Daniel K. Fishle titled "Defending the 
Ancient Greeks" effectively explains the 
need for this documentary. 

The Mahoning Valley Hellenic Project 
Committee's organizations include the 
Warren and Youngstown AHEPA Chap-
ters, as well as the Youngstown Pan- 

By CHRIS E. ROCKAS 

Cretan Chapter, the Youngstown Pan-
Arcadian Chapter, and the Warren Pan-
Ikarian Chapter. The eighteen individu-
als of the committee include Past Su-
preme AHEPA Presidents Cleo Zambetis 
and Frank Manios; National PanCretan 
Legal Advisor James Denney; retired 
State Senator Harry Michelakis Meshel; 
Dr. Manuel Tzagournis, Dean Emeritus, 
O.S.U. college of Medicine; Jim Gra-
ham, President UAW Local; Christ 
Michelakis, Trumbull County Treasurer; 
Judge Peter J. Kontos and Dr. Herold 
Yiannaki, administrator Youngstown 
State University. The other members 
of the committee are all respected and 
accomplished in the fields of medicine, 
law, education, business and commu-
nity involvement. 

Though the committee's Greek-
American organizations are diverse, and  

the individual members represent vari-
ous vocations and ideological disposi-
tions, they all unified behind one issue: 
The need to tell the truth about Ancient 
Greece as the cradle of Western Civili-
zation. Indeed, the unity that the Greek-
Americans of Northeastern Ohio are 
demonstrating in support of a documen-
tary in promoting Hellenism may be-
come an example for Greek-American 
organizations throughout the United 
States. The last time that such unity 
was exhibited by the American Hellenes 
was in opposition to the Turkish Inva-
sion of Cyprus in 1974. 

In 1974 Greek-Americans responded 
to an open and blatant assault on Hel-
lenism by Turkish hordes. The Greek-
Americans of Ohio, through their sup-
port of the AHEPA Hellenic Project, are 
responding to an assault on Hellenism 
just as serious, but less overt: the dis-
tortion of Greek history in the educa-
tional system under the themes of 
"multiculturalism," "pluralism," and "cul-
tural diversity." 

For the last 30-40 years in the public 
school system teaching about the An-
cient Greeks has been minimized, and 
sometimes omitted, under the theme of 
"cultural equality." As a result, in our 
school system it is emphasized that we 
should not privilege one group over 
another since all cultures made similar 
contributions to Western Society. The 
only problem with this approach is that 
it is untrue. Certain civilizations, es-
pecially the Ancient Greeks made more 
important and significant contributions 
to our culture than others. Indeed, with-
out qualification or reservation, it can 
be stated the core values of Western 
Civilization started in Ancient Greece. 

The Ohio Greek-Americans are not 
only responding to the distortions in the 
public schools, but the misrepresenta-
tions about the Greeks on the univer-
sity level. Western Civilization, which 
emphasizes Ancient Greece, used to be 
required by most universities. Today 
most universities no longer require tak-
ing Western Civilization; many do not 
even offer the subject. However, many, 
if not most, universities require taking 
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classes in ethnic studies and cultural 
pluralism: classes that often falsely as-
sert that Ancient Greek contributions 
came from non-Western peoples. 

The project supported by the Ohio 
Hellenes started with the inspiration pro-
vided by two Fresno based historians 
who are internationally recognized: Vic-
tor Davis Hanson and Bruce Thornton. 
These dedicated scholars have written 
brilliant responses to the attacks against 
the Ancient Greeks. Hanson has been 
honored by the Government of Greece 
for his writings, while Thornton's epic 
book Greek Ways: How the Greeks 
Created Western Civilization is in the 
process of being translated into Mod-
ern Greek. History instructor Tony 
Kocolas, who actively participated in 
producing two other historical documen-
taries, approached Victor Davis Hanson 
and Bruce Thornton to participate in the 
production of the documentary Our 
Greek Heritage: The Greek Roots of 
Western Civilization, explaining the con-
tributions of Ancient Greece. Professors 
Hanson and Thornton both agreed to be 
a part of the project. With this endorse-
ment Mr. Kocolas proceeded to create 
Thucydides Productions to produce this 
documentary. 

Kocolas approached Fresno AHEPA 
151 and his chapter embraced it. It was 
also unanimously endorsed by AHEPA 
District 21. With this support this writer 
(Chris Rockas) appealed to have this 
project adopted at the National Su-
preme AHEPA Convention. At that con-
vention held in Miami Beach, Florida the 
largest American Greek organization in 
the United States unanimously endorsed 
the project. Additionally, they autho-
rized AHEPA Chapter 151 to go forward 
with this very important project. 

After months of dealing with techni-
cal and legal issues the entity Hellenic 
Project, AHEPA Chapter 151 was cre-
ated to raise funds for the Hellenic docu-
mentary. Additionally, an oversight com-
mittee of seven individuals, of whom I 
am the chairman, was created to co-
ordinate fund-raising and to monitor how 
the contributed funds are spent. We 
are making sure that there will be a 
complete accountability of finances. 

The Ohio project started with the 
PanCretan Convention in July 2005. At 
that convention the Cretan body both 
endorsed the Hellenic Project and made 

Visit our website at 
www.ESTIATOR.com  

a generous contribution. 	James 
Denney, National Legal advisor for the 
PAA, became aware of the Hellenic 
Project. Not only did Denney support 
it, but became one of the most eloquent 
advocates for its support at the general 
assembly. 

James Denney (also a long-time 
AHEPAN) continued to support the 
project after the Cretan Convention. 
Denney made contact with both Kocolas 
and myself to see how he could pro-
mote the documentary Our Greek Heri-
tage. This dedicated Hellene contacted 
George Zografides, President of the 
Youngstown AHEPA, and Mike Kontos of 
the Warren AHEPA Chapter. Both of the 
APEPA Chapters agreed to a joint fund-
raising with the Youngstown PanCretan 
Chapter. When Pauline Sarantipoulos, 
President of the 

Youngstown PanArcadian Chapter, 
was approached she enthusiastically 
embraced it, as did her Arcadian broth-
ers. Additionally Koula E. Glaros-King, 
an early supporter of the project, as 
President of the Pan-Ikarian Brother-
hood, got their national organization to 
approve their club's participation in the 
endeavor. Ultimately, numerous presti-
gious Greek-American individuals joined 
the Hellenic Project Committee. 

The fund-raising banquet is planned 
for Thursday, February 16, 2006 at 
Vernon's Café in Niles (a town between 
Youngstown and Warren). Tony John 

Kocolas, the project's co-writer and co-
ordinator will be the guest speaker. 

While contributions for the project 
have come from individuals and Greek 
organizations from all over the coun-
try, the Mahoning Valley fund-raiser is 
the first one in which there is a unified 
and coordinated effort by Greek-Ameri-
cans. What the Greek-Americans of 
Northeastern Ohio are doing reminds 
me of the Council of Corinth when the 
Persians were attempting to conquer 
Greece in 480 BC. Thirty Greek city-
states met to decide how to deal with 
the pending assault by the massive Per-
sian Empire. The ultimate results from 
the Corinth meetings were the glorious 
victories at Salamis and Plataea, which 
saved Hellenism. When the Hellenic 
project is completed, the Ohio Greek 
Americans may be remembered as be-
ing the inspiration that stimulated a co-
operative Hellenic effort that insured 
success for the project. 

The Hellenic Project's website is 
www.hellenicproject.com. 

Editors Note: Chris E. Rockas is 
Chairman of the Oversight Committee 
of the Hellenic Project, AHEPA Chapter 
151. Rockas has served AHEPA over 
the years in various capacities, includ-
ing Supreme Governor. He is a past 
President of the Fresno County Bar As-
sociation. 

FUNDRAISERS IN WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The sons of retiring Greek-Americans in the U.S. Con-

gress - Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) and Congressman Mike Bilirakis (R-
FL) - were honored recently at fundraisers in Washington, D.C. to raise money for 
their campaigns for the U.S. Congress. 

On November 16, prominent Greek-Americans in the Washington, D.C. metro-
politan area attended a fundraiser for Gus Bilirakis, a member of the Florida 
House of Representatives, who is running to replace his father in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Dr. Mike Datch, a long-time friend of the Bilirakis family, and 
CEH President Andy Manatos co-hosted this fundraiser. For more information on 
this campaign, go to www.gusbilirakis.com  

On December 12, Greek-American Washingtonians and others came together 
again, this time for a fundraiser for John Sarbanes, who is running for the 
Baltimore, Maryland seat in the U.S. House of Representatives that his father 
previously held. Andy and Tina Manatos co-hosted this fundraiser with the follow-
ing leaders: Mike Angelakis, Andrew A. Athens, Peter Baris, Herschel and Goldene 
Blumberg, Nicholas Bouras, John Brademas, John Courembis, Charis Lapas, Frank 
Manta, Dennis Mehiel, Jim Pedas, Ted Pedas, Richard Schifter, and Bill and Linda 
Stavropoulos. For more information on this campaign, go to www.sarbanes-
forcongress.com  

"In both cases, the apple has not fallen far from the tree. Gus and John are 
similarly well educated, bright and interested in matters that are of great concern 
to us," said Manatos. 

"We were pleased to have raised $44,000 between these two events and urge 
community leaders across the country to host similar events for each of these 
candidates," said Manatos. 
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Ralph Walkling, Stratakis Chair in Corporate Governance and Accountability, 
Christopher Stratakis, Mary Stratakis, Michael Capellas, CEO of MCI, George 
Tsetsekos, dean of Drexel University's LeBow College of Business. 

Center for Corporate Governance 
Launched at Drexel University 

Benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Stratakis Honored 

PHILADELPHIA - Only three days af-
ter the establishment of a chaired pro-
fessorship in corporate governance and 
accountability, Drexel University's LeBow 
College of Business is once again at the 
forefront of preparing leaders to better 
govern companies with the launch of its 
Center for Corporate Governance. 

The celebration on December 14, fea-
tured keynote speaker Michael G. 
Capellas, CEO of MCI Inc. and Dr. 
Ralph Walkling, first chairholder of 
Drexel's Christopher and Mary Stratakis 
Chair in Corporate Governance and Ac-
countability, who will serve as the 
Center's executive director. Benefactors 
Christopher Stratakis, a Drexel alum-
nus and maritime lawyer, and his wife, 
Mary, were honored at the event. 

"Drexel continues to be at the fore-
front in the thorough examination of cor-
porate governance issues," said Drexel 
President Constantine Papadakis. 
"Through the latest academic research, 
our Center for Corporate Governance 
will be a catalyst in the development of 
best practices for corporate responsibil-
ity." 

The Center will promote corporate 
governance research and awareness to 
educate and mentor executives and fu-
ture business leaders through forums, 
workshops, panel discussions and invited 
presentations. 

"With the addition of the Center, cor-
porate governance is a central focus that 
will be integrated throughout our aca-
demic programs, research and service 
to the business community," said LeBow 
College Dean George Tsetsekos. 
"Like leadership and technology man-
agement, it is imperative that corporate 
governance is multidisciplinary to enable 
us to address the challenges of respon-
sible leadership." 

LeBow College initiated the "Inside the 
Boardroom" lecture series to promote 
the discussion of corporate governance 
issues with the academic and business 
communities. The College will augment 
its offerings with corporate governance 
case studies, as well as incorporate the 
latest academic research throughout its 
programs. Stratakis, senior partner/at- 

torney, Poles, Tublin, Stratakis, Gonzalez 
& Weichert, LLP, established the chair to 
underscore the importance of corporate 
governance and accountability in busi-
ness education. 

Capellas addressed the importance 
of accountability in corporations when 
he speaks about his role in working with 
MCI's board of directors to transform 
MCI, formerly WorldCom, to a corpo-
rate governance model that is unsur-
passed in American business. Capellas 
took over MCI after ex-WorldCom CEO 
Bernard Ebbers was indicted for his role 
in one of history's most notorious cor-
porate scandals. 

Drexel is not only a leader in teach-
ing corporate governance. In February 
2003, Drexel's board of trustees voted 
unanimously to amend University bylaws 
to include the best principles of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act. Drexel was also the 
first university in the country to volun-
tarily adopt the best practices of the leg-
islation. The authors of the bill — Sena-
tor Paul S. Sarbanes, D-Md., and Con-
gressman Michael G. Oxley, R-Ohio —  

have discussed the legislation with stu-
dents during separate visits to Drexel's 
LeBow College of Business. 

* * * 

In the debut event for Drexel 
University's LeBow College of Business 
Center for Corporate Governance, MCI 
CEO and President Michael D. Capellas 
told an audience of more than 160 how 
he instilled a culture of accountability, 
honesty and customer service to rebuild 
MCI after a $40 billion bankruptcy, the 
largest in U.S. business history, which 
followed the massive accounting fraud 
for which Bernard Ebbers was convicted 
and sentenced to 25 years in prison. 

"There was an accounting restatement 
which was over $10 billion dollars, which 
one could not refer to as: 'We have a 
little accounting problem'," Capellas said 
of the issues that preceded him at MCI, 
then known as WorldCom. 

Even years after Enron and World-
Com, corporate America still has work 
to do to overcome the damage to its 
reputation. Seventy-two percent of re-
spondents to a Roper poll taken this sum- 
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George Tsetsekos, Michael Capellas, Drexel president Constantine 
Papadakis. 

mer believed wrongdoing is widespread. 
"Drexel continues to be at the fore-

front in the thorough examination of cor- 
porate governance issues," said Drexel 
President Constantine Papadakis. 
"Through the latest academic research, 
our Center for Corporate Governance 
will be a catalyst in the development of 
best practices for corporate responsibil-
ity." 

"Much of the general public still does 
not trust business," said LeBow College 
Dean George Tsetsekos. "This illustrates 
why our Center is so necessary." 

Drexel was first university to volun-
tarily adopt the best practices of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley act for its own gover-
nance, going well beyond what the law 
requires of nonprofit institutions. 

The Center for Corporate Governance 
grew out of a decision by Drexel 1951 
graduate Christopher Stratakis, a promi-
nent New York maritime attorney, to 
endow the Christopher and Mary Stra-
takis Chair in Corporate Governance and 
Accountability. 

Business scandal "damaged our cred-
ibility and embarrassed our good name 
and our country all over the world," 
Stratakis said during the Center's open-
ing event. "I therefore felt that by es- 
tablishing this chair in our business col- 
lege that we would perhaps begin a trend 
in America's academia to place more 
emphasis on teaching our students mo-
rality, forthrightness and honesty in their 
business transactions." 

In July, Dr. Ralph Walkling, formerly 
of Ohio State University, was appointed 
the first Stratakis Chair. He is interna- 
tionally known for both his research and 
for his ability to clearly communicate fi- 
nancial concepts. Walkling described the 
study of corporate governance as seek-
ing an "understanding of domestic and 
international best practices, and trying 
to learn from objective empirical evi-
dence." 

From a notorious example of what not 
to do, MCI has become an example of 
strong governance practices that have 
helped it to rally. In August 2005, it 
posted its first positive quarterly earn- 
ings statement since the bankruptcy. Its 
acquisition by Verizon is expected to con-
clude next month. 

Capellas said MCI embraced the ad-
ditional oversight imposed upon it after 
the bankruptcy. In 2003 alone, MCI de-
livered more than 140,000 hours of train-
ing on corporate governance topics. 

Capellas instituted a set of guiding 
principles that all employees wear on 
their ID badges. Among the principles: 
building trust and credibility, respecting 
the individual, creating a culture of open 
and honest communication, upholding 

the law, and setting the tone from the 
top. Capellas called the latter the "ab-
solute pillar of corporate governance." 

"No matter what you say, no matter 
what program you have, if you don't 
personally live it, if your senior execu-
tives don't personally live it, it just does 
not matter," Capellas said. 

Some other steps Capellas took to 
change the culture at the former 
WorldCom were to put an ethics hotline 
in place that any employee could call if 

they saw something they thought was 
improper, to require all senior manag-
ers to communicate openly and honestly 
with each other, and to prohibit not only 
conflicts of interest, but anything that 
would give the appearance of a conflict. 

"Though our Center, we will continue 
to bring prominent figures like Mr. 
Capellas to our Campus to share insight 
that will benefit both our students and 
the business community as a whole," 
said Tsetsekos, the LeBow dean. 
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METROPOLITAN METHODIOS welcomed members of the Metropolis of Boston 
Dance Troop which every year decorate the Christmas Tree in the Metropolis 
Center. This year, Dr. John Efthymiopoulos (next to His Eminence) was visiting 
the Metropolis of Boston for a Seminar in Greek Education and was glad to 
participate in the Christmas Tree decorating festivities. 

Greek Americans 
ON REVIEW 

Hy SOPHIA NIB! 

A Happy New Year 2006 
to all! 

ANDREW NATSIOS LEAVES 
FEDERAL POST, WILL TEACH AT 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

A ndrew S. Natsios, the director of the 
rAUnited States Agency for Interna-
tional Development since 2001, has re-
signed his position to become a profes-
sor of diplomacy at Georgetown Univer- 

sity, his alma mater. During the past 
year, Mr. Natsios managed the tsunami 
relief in Asia, served as a special coor-
dinator for humanitarian assistance to 
war-torn southern Sudan, and played a 
role in the reconstruction of Iraq, the 
largest United States development 
project since the Marshall Plan in Eu-
rope after World War II. A glimpse to 
his dedication and commitment comes 
from a statement Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice made upon his res-
ignation: "The best thing about working 
with Andrew is that I've called him 
many, many times on the telephone, 
whether it was the tsunami or Pakistan 
or even our contribution to Katrina, and 
I don't ever remember Andrew saying, 
'No, that can't be done." Mr. Natsios has 
a long history of support for President 
Bush's family. In 1980, he was cochair-
man of President George H. W. Bush's 
Massachusetts campaign, and was later 
appointed director of USAID's Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance. In 2001, 
President Bush appointed him head of 

USAID. Born in Massachusetts, Andrew 
Natsios, served in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives from 1975 to 
1987. From 2000 to 2001, he served as 
the chief executive officer of the em-
battled Massachusetts Turnpike Author-
ity at a time when the Big Dig central 
artery project had been hit by scandal 
and cost overruns (he took over after 
the resignation of James Kerasiotes). 
Of that experience, he said during his 
recent farewell remarks as the USAID 
leader: "People threatened to kill me 
in the Bid Dig if I didn't give them con-
tracts. Here in Washington, people get 
upset, but I actually have never been 
threatened quite the same way, so this 
is a little easier than Boston is in terms 
of the politics of it." Yes, Andrew Natsios's 
success thus far has not dampened his 
sense of humor! 

ANNA DEMACOPOULOS 
SPOKE AT GWUC LUNCHEON 

Anna Demacopoulos was the guest 
peaker at the Greek Women's Uni-

versity Club (GWUC) of Chicago at the 
Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon 
held in Lombart, IL last month. Ms. 
Demacopoulos is an attorney who has 
been with the Cook County State's 
Attorney's Office in Chicago for 20 
years, and currently the Supervisor of 
the Trial Unit. She is also the Adjunct 

Professor of Law, Trial Advocacy at the 
John Marshall Law School in Chicago. 
Anna was also associated with the United 
States Department of Justice, Bureau 
of Justice Assistance in Chicago where 
she was a Peer Panel Grant Reviewer 
and Program Developer for Violence 
Against Women's Office. She is a mem-
ber of the John Marshall Law School 
Alumni board, the Hellenic Bar Associa-
tion, the Association of Threat Assess-
ment Professionals and the Women's 
Bar Association. 

JOHN & KATHERINE TAMPAS 
ENDOW FACULTY POSITION 

nr. John Tampas and his wife Kathryn 
of Colchester, VT, have established 

an endowed position in the Department 
of Radiology at the College of Medicine 
of the University of Vermont (UVM). Dr. 
Tampas, a 1950 undergraduate and 
1954 medical alumnus of UVM, is pro-
fessor of radiology at the school. She 
served as chairman of radiology at UVM 
for 26 years, from 1970 through 1996. 
He currently serves as executive sec-
retary of the UVM college of Medicine 
Alumni Executive Council and on the ad-
visory board of the UVM College of 
Nursing and health Sciences. The first 
John P. and Kathryn H. Tampas Green 
& Gold Professor in Radiology will be 
Brian Garra, MD, professor and vice 

Greek-American Review—January 2006 39 



A SEMINAR ON GREEK EDUCATION was held in the Metropolis of Boston Decem-
ber 17 which was attended by 40 teachers of the afternoon Greek Schools of the 
Metropolis. Presenting inspiring remarks and demonstrations of teaching were, 
left to right: Angeliki Kalmoukos who teaches at the Hellenic Academy in Lowell, 
MA, Dr. John Efthymiopoulos, the Director of the Department of Greek Education 
of the Archdiocese of America, Panayiota Economopoulou who teachest at the St. 
Nectarios School in Roslindale, and Kaiti Gananopoulou, a teacher at the St. 
Athanasios Parish in Arlington, MA. 

chair for research and clinical affairs in 
the Department of Radiology. Dr. and 
Mrs. Tampas are also supporters of the 
UVM Lane Series and Fleming Museum. 
Dr. Tampas is a current trustee of the 
Dormition of the Mother of God Greek 
Orthodox Church in Burlington and presi-
dent of Ahepa Chapter 244. 

PROF. TOM PAPADEMETRIOU 
AWARDED GRANT FOR 
ANATOLIAN CHURCHES PROJECT 

prof. Tom Papademetriou of Stockton 
IF 

 
College in New Jersey, has been 

awarded a grant for his Anatolian 
Churches Project which he directs. The 
project, a first of its kind, is a collabo-
rative international effort to study and 
catalog religious structures created by 
the Greek Orthodox community in the 
region of Anatolia (Asia Minor) during 
the period of Ottoman rule. The histori-
cal relevance of the project goes beyond 
the Ottoman period (1299-1923). Dur-
ing the last century these magnificent 
churches have been abandoned and left 
to decay because of 12th century nation-
alism. Says Prof. Papademetriou, These 
structures will disappear from the his-
torical record unless they are properly 
documented. It is hoped that in the near 
future there will a comprehensive digi-
tal catalog of these churches which the 
team plans to disseminate to the schol-
arly community and to the general public 
via the web. The Anatolian Churches 
Project has the personal support of Pa-
triarch Bartholomew. After the project 
is completed, for the first time ever, lo-
cal churches in Asia Minor that were 
once under the administrative control 
of the Patriarchate will finally be cata-
logues. Such a catalogues will provide 
important insight into the history and 
legacy of the Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople. Also, the Interdisciplinary Cen-
ter for Hellenic Studies at Stockton Col-
lege which Prof. Papademetriou co-di-
rects, has awarded the program a pres-
tigious National endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) grant to help fund its 
innovative Hellenic Studies outreach 
program to the southern new Jersey 
schools. Titled The Examined Life, the 
program aims to strengthen the hu-
manities curriculum in schools through-
out New Jersey. Among the many local 
educators involved in this program is 
Marina Kousoulos of Atlantic City High 
School. The Examined Life is modeled 
upon the successful program estab-
lished by Brandeis University and the 
Newton (MA) Public Schools. Beginning 
in the spring of 2006, the Examined Life 
will annually selected 20 Hellenic Fellows 
in a competitive application process. 

PROF. CHARLES MOSKOS SAYS 
CHURCH MUST TURN 
TO SPIRITUALITY 

During a visit and presentation at the 
Hellenic Museum and Cultural Cen-

ter in Chicago, IL, Dr. Charles Moskos, 
a well know Military Sociologist and Pro-
fessor at Northwestern University, 
spoke on the subject Does Greek 
America Have a Future? Prof. Moskos's 
facts and recommendations included: 
Facts: from 1890 to 1924, 500,000 
Greeks came to this country, not know-
ing the language, and without much 
education, built the Church and the com-
munity we have today. By 1980, immi-
gration dropped to about 1,000. Since 
1980 about two-thirds of all Church 
marriages involved a non-Orthodox 
(these figures do not include Greeks 
marrying outside the Church in other 
denominations or in non-religious mar-
riages). Recommendations: We should 
look at these marriages as opportuni-
ties for advancing the faith. If we are 
to maintain a Greek community in 
America, we must proceed along two 
avenues, the religious and the ethnic—
the sacred and the secular. Otherwise 
we will end up in a situation where our 
children are neither Greek nor Ortho-
dox. Prof. Moskos stated that the Greek 
Orthodox Church could be on the verge 
of a major breakthrough to the larger 
American community, but, he empha-
sized, that this will not occur if the 
Church is seen as ethnically exclusive. 
He also noted that most of the books  

on Greek Orthodoxy in recent years 
have been written by converts. He cau-
tioned that, If the Greek Orthodox 
Church is to become a growing and per-
manent force on the American religious 
scene, it must turn to spirituality and 
not politics—the Church in America can-
not be the political arm of Hellenic in-
terests. As such it is counter produc-
tive. The causes of Greece and Cyprus 
are best represented by secular lead-
ers and as much as possible by non-
Greeks in the American political sys-
tem. Prof. Moskos also believes that 
when the Church reaches out and ac-
cepts non-Greeks—always without com-
promise of its doctrinal tenets—it will 
insure its own flowering and therefore 
guarantee some form of Greek Ameri-
can ethnic survival in the indefinite fu-
ture. By opening up to the broader com-
munity, the Church would bring more 
Americans into contact with Greek 
ethnicity. Thus our religion would be-
come more inclusive and our Greek 
identity deeper. He concluded: In this 
way, we can have the best of both 
worlds—Greek and American! 

SEN PAUL S.SARBANES HONORED 
BY UMASS AMHERST 

Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-Maryland) 
received an honorary doctorate de-

gree late last year from the University 
of Massachusetts At Amherst. He was 
honored for his and distinguished long 
career in public service. In addition to 
receiving the honorary degree, Sen. 

Greek-American Review—January 2006 40 



Sarbanes was a guest lecturer to an 
MBA class at the UMass Isenberg School 
of Management. Sen. Sarbanes is the 
longest serving U.S. senator in history 
from Maryland. He is currently finish-
ing his fifth, six-year term. He is the 
ranking member of the Senate Bank-
ing. Housing and Urban Affairs Commit-
tee, and a senior member of the For-
eign Relations, Budget and Join Eco-
nomic committees. He was elected to 
the Senate in 1976 after serving three 
terms in the U.S. House representing 
the third District of Maryland. He was 
elected to the Maryland House of Del-
egates in 1966 prior to serving in Con-
gress. He is a 1954 graduate of 
Princeton University and was awarded 
a Rhodes scholarship to attend Oxford 
University. He earned his law degree at 
Harvard University in 1960, served as 
a clerk to a federal judge and then went 
into private law practice before starting 
his political career. 

PETER SENOPOULOS RECEIVES 
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD 

Peter A. Senopoulos, Esq., of Boston, 
general counsel for the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts. Department of 
fire Services, was presented the Eugene 
H. Rooney Award issued by Gov. Mitt 
Romney. The award is granted to a state 
employee in recognition of excellence, 
outstanding performance and creative 
in the field of human resource develop-
ment and training. Mr. Senopoulos was 
the driving force behind the develop-
ment and implementation of a statewide 
training program for municipal building 
and fire officials who are largely respon-
sible for implementing the Massachu-
setts Fire Safety Act of 2004. Peter 
Senopoulos is a past president of the 
Boston Ahepa and the Hellenic Bar As-
sociation. 

ATHENA DAVOS LEADS 
HER SCHOOL'S VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

A thena Davos of West Roxbury, MA, 
r1a student at Newton Country Day 
High School in Newton, MA is the lead-
ing player of the girls volleyball team. 
A senior, Athena is playing in her third 
year of varsity competition in volley-
ball. Her sports career started at the 
age of six, playing baseball. At 12, she 
was a catcher and right fielder for the 
Parkway Little League Boys Team in 
West Roxbury, MA. She also played bas-
ketball for the Needham Basketball As-
sociation. Athena participated in bas-
ketball and field hockey until her fresh-
man year when she took up volleyball 
while continuing to play basketball for  

the Annunciation Cathedral of Boston 
basketball team. In addition to her ath-
letic abilities, Athena has been on the 
honor roll at her school and is a mem-
ber of the United Nations student group 
that conducted mock hearings at Bos-
ton University and MIT. Athena, who also 
attended the afternoon Greek School at 
the Annunciation Cathedral of Boston 
says that she is very proud of her Greek 
heritage and loves to speak Greek and 
traveling to Greece. She is the daugh-
ter of Peter and Joanna Davos and the 
sister of Vasili. 

Four Greek-American women have 
made the Top 100 list of the "Area's 
Largest Women-Led Business" as re-
ported in the December 2 issue of Bos-
ton Business Journal. 
No. 1, LILY BENTAS, Chairman & CEO, 
Cumberland Farms Inc., with $2.5 bil-
lion in annual revenue; No. 31, MARINA 
HATSOPOULOS, CEO, Z Corp., with 
$21.1 million annual revenue; No. 43, 
IRIS MITROPOULIS, President, 
Ventura Industries, with $12.6 million 
annual revenue; and No. 71 ANITA 
BAGLANEAS, Owner, Jules Catering, 
with $6.7 million annual revenue. 

NICK T. THOMOPOULOS, PhD, co-au-
thor (with Raida Abuizam, PhD) of "Ad-
justing Forecasts When Some Future 
Demands are Known in Advance: A 
Bayesian Technique, received the Clute 
Institute for Academic Research award 
for the research which culminated to the 
writing of the paper. Prof. Thomopoulos 
is in the Stuart Graduate School of Busi-
ness at Illinois Institute of Technology 
in Chicago. He is a consultant in the 
area of supply chain control and a prin-
cipal at FIC Inc., a software company 
specializing in supply chain solutions. 

MIKE MANATOS of Washington, DC. 
With the strong support of the Greek 
American community, set a fundraising 
record last year for the annual Make-
A-Wish Foundation Triathlon. During his 
eights tears of fund raising for this 
cause, Mike has raised a quarter-of-a-
million dollars. 

DR. CHRISTOS DAOULAS of Dracut, 
MA has been recognized for five de-
cades of dedicated service to the Dracut 
School system, 38 of which he served 
as superintendent of schools, with the 
dedication of the Dr. Christos Daoulas 

DR. JOHN PAPPAS presents a Christmas 
gift from the Metropolis of Boston Dance 
Troop to Metropolitan Methodios. John 
was a little boy when Metropolitan 
Methodios began the Dance Troop, with 
director Niki Sokolove of Quincy, MA, 
to instill pride in our Hellenic Heritage 
to the young people of the Metropolis. 
Today, John is a dentist whose enthusi-
asm in this program continues as he 
directs it. 

Education Complex at the Dracut High 
School. 

JAMIE DIMON, a well known Greek 
American and one of the country's top 
banking executives is taking over the 
reins of the third largest bank, JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, this month. Mr. Dimon, 
49, a Harvard Business School gradu-
ate, joined the New York bank last year 
after it bought Chicago-based Bank One 
Corp., which he headed, in a $58 billion 
deal. His involvement with JPMorgan 
brought him back to Wall Street after 
leaving Citigroup in 1998. He spent 
more than a year reviewing his options 
after his exit from Citigroup. 

WILLIAM ZOUNES, director of veteran 
services of Dracut, MA, has been named 
the state's Veterans Agent of the year. 
William has served as a veterans' agent 
for 25 years, 10 of them in Dracut. 

DR. GEORGE T. TSAKUMIS has re-
ceived the Excellence in Teaching Award 
from Drexel University's LeBow College 
of Business. It is the second year in a 
row that Dr. Tsakumis has received this 
honor. The recipient of the this award is 
chosen by a faulty committee and is 
based on student course evaluation. 

PANDELIS KARAYORGIS of Boston, 
MA, an accomplished jazz pianist and 
composer, performed at the Zeitgeist 
Gallery in Cambridge, MA last month 
and was greatly received. The talented 
musician who came to Boston from 
Greece in 1985, began classical piano 
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lessons at the age of 9, but by the end 
of high school he was in love with jazz 
and beginning to play gigs. Pandelis 
studied at the New England Conserva-
tory, receiving his bachelor of music 
degree in 1989. He returned to Greece 
for his two-year compulsory military 
service and then returned to Boston pur-
suing his master's degree at the Con-
servatory. 

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, host of 
the ABC news program This Week, re-
ceived a miniature bronze dragon the 
symbol of the University) sculpture from 
Drexel President Constantine 
Papadakis during a recent visit to the 
University where he spoke to Drexel's 
LeBow College of Business students 
about the Business of Politics. George 
also received the "Dean's Leadership 
Award" from LeBow College of Business 
dean George Tsetsekos. 

EMMANUEL DASKALAKIS, a Boston 
architect, has been successful in import-
ing olive oil made from his family's ol-
ive groves in Crete to Boston. He and 
his wife Andrea are the co-owners of 
Aralia Olive Oils which are getting at-
tention for their quality throughout Bos-
ton. Formaggio Kitchen, a Cambridge 
specialty store, was the first to taste 
the oil and he instantly agreed to sell it, 

according to an article in the November 
issue of Boston Magazine. Todd English, 
the chef at Olives also is serving Aralia 
in all his restaurant. And the list is grow-
ing! Good luck and best wishes to 
Emmanuel and Andrea. 

DINO ARMIROS, ESQ. of Arnstein & 
Lehr, has been recognized by Lawyers 
for the Creative Arts, a pro bono legal 
services organization that serves art-
ists and art groups, for his one quarter 
of a century contributions to the orga-
nization. 

ROBERT ANDREWS, a well-known ico-
nographer in Lowell, MA whose work 
adorns the Transfiguration Parish in 
that city, has also attracted the atten-
tion and admiration of Bill Buckingham 
of the MosaicAtlas.com  web site who 
visited the church and has since posted 
70 photographs depicting the mosaic 
iconography. The New Hampshire Pub-
lic Radio also did a story on the iconog-
rapher and his work recently. 

FR. GEORGE AND PRESBYTERA 
ATHANASIA PAPADEMETRIOU, vis-
ited the Theological Academy in Alba-
nia to organize its library. Father 
George, who also made four presenta-
tions to the third and fourth year classes 
on the theology of St. Gregory Palamas, 

and Presbytera Athanasia were librar-
ians at the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology library for many 
years. The Resurrection of Christ Acad-
emy is at a Monastery near Durres, Al-
bania. Its student body of about 50 is 
being training for the Holy Priesthood. 

STEFAN METROPOULOS of Bangor, 
ME, had the title role in a local produc-
tion of Neil Simon's new comedy, The 
Good Doctor. The comedy is a series of 
vignettes in which Simon, in his unique 
way, retells 11 short stories from the 
famous Russian playwright Anton 
Chekov. 

MARIA KEFALAS, a professor at St. 
Joseph University (Philadelphia, PA) 
has co-authored a book (with sociolo-
gist Kathryn Edin) titled "Promises I Can 
Keep: Why Poor Women Put Motherhood 
Before Marriage." 

DEMETRI KONSTANTELOS has been 
reappointed by Chicago Mayor Richard 
M. Daley to a third five-year term as 
Commissioner of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for the City of Chicago, IL. 
Mayor Daley's father, the late Richard 
J. Daley had appointed Demetri a Com-
missioner for the City of Chicago from 
1972 to 1975. 
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