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Goals of the App
Our main goal in designing and building this Our main goal in designing and building this 
app was to create a mobile app, modeled after 
Google Maps, that would help Magill Library pa-
trons locate books in the stacks.  We wanted the 
user to be able to either enter a call number or 
enter a search on Tripod, and be directed to the 
book, in the way that Google Maps directs 
people to their desired location.  We also people to their desired location.  We also 
wanted people to be able to renew books on 
their mobile device without having to use the 
mobile web version of Tripod.

User experience test results
Our user experience testing revealed that Our user experience testing revealed that 
there is a high demand for such an app, but 
that our app is not at a point where it can 
meet that demand.  The results show that 
we must make our interface much more in-
tuitive.  The app needs to "scream" what it 
does to the user.  We are currently in the 
process of making necessary changes to adprocess of making necessary changes to ad-
dress these concerns.   

The screenshot seen here 
has a similar layout to that of 
the pretotype. The search 
bar is always open to guide 
the user to entering the call 
number, and the tag selec-
tion Spinner is next to the 
search bar to suggest that search bar to suggest that 
the user may also need to 
select a tag to go with their 
call number, such as for call 
numbers that are contained 

The Pretotype
One of the beginning stages of this app's One of the beginning stages of this app's 
planning was the pretotype.  The pretotype 
consists of paper cards that are about the 
same size as an Android device. On these 
cards, we drew a layout of what we thought 
our app would look like. It resembled some-
thing similar to what can be seen on 
Google's Maps app, which is good, because Google's Maps app, which is good, because 
it means that users may already be comfort-
able with such a layout if they have already 
used the Maps app. 


