
Hellenic Profiles By Thomas Spelios 

KERRY KATSORHIS, an attorney 
from Hillcrest, is running for Queens 
District Attorney with the endorsement 
of Rudy Giuliani and the Republican
Conservative tickets. He is a partner in 
the firm of Ginsberg, Katsorhis & Fed
rizzi in Flushing, N.Y. He has been 
associated with the Queens D.A.'s 
Office 1970-77 as a member of the 
Appeals Bureau, Senior Trial Attorney 
and Chief of the Criminal Courts 
Bureau. He has tried over 250 cases as 
an assistant District Attorney and as a 
defense counselor. He has long been 
active in many civic and social societies 
including past president of the AH EP A 
L.I. No. 86, the Queens Bar Association 
and St. Demetrios Church in Jamaica. 
During his earlier career he served as a 
NY State Parkway Patrolman. He 
strongly supports the Death Penalty. I 
agree, its a deterrent against violent 
criminals. 

HOPE ELIZABETH CALLAS, of 
Alexandria, V A., has been appointed as 
an attorney adviser for the Investiga
tions Division at the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Affairs. Since 
1989 she has been a special assistant to 
the Secretary for Fair Housing & Equal 
Opportunity at HUD. A member of the 
California State Bar Association, she 
was recently listed in Who's Who 
among rising young professionals. She 
originally hails from Cresskill, NJ, 
where her parents live. 
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CHARLES CARAGIANES, 33, is the 
candidate for the Lowell City Council in 
Lowell, Mass. He wants to revitalize 
Lowell and complains that politicians 
do nothing but "talk" too much at all 
times. Born in Cambridge, Mass, of 
Greek grandparents who helped to 
establish St. Constantine and Helen 
Church in Cambridge.He earned his BA 
in English and history from Mass. U ni
versity and his MA in Ed ucation at N or
theastern University. He has a wide 
background in many business pursuits 
from rare coins to a. .. home owners 
underwriters. Caragianes is very active 
in many social and civic organizations. 

BYRON GEORGIOU, 43, an attorney 
from San Diego is the first Cypriot
American to run for Congress (in 1992 as 
a democratic candidate). He is the Man
aging Director of the law firm Georgiou 
and T osdal. His family hails from 
Paphos, Cyprus. He was raised in 
Detroit, Mich., earned his BA degree at 
Stanford University and his MA d~gree 
at Harvard Law School. In 1980 he was 
appointed Legal Affairs Secretary to 
the Governor of Calif. During his 
tenure he proposed a resolution to rec
ognize the Armenian genocide and 
another condemning the Turkish inva
sion of Cyprus. 

PROF. GEORGE BEBIS, Professor of 
Patristics at Hellenic College, Brook
line, Mass., has been elected president 

of the Orthodox Theology Society in 
America (OTSA) which met recently. 
He has taught at the college for 30 years 
and has been an active member of many 
inter-Orthodox organizations such as 
SCOBA which directs its efforts to uni
ting the various Orthodox Churches in 
the USA to promote a common theo
logical unity on a great number of cur
rent issues from abortion to human 
rights. Dr. Bebis was born on the island 
of Crete. 

CYNTHIA GREGORY, 45-year-old 
former ballerina, who was forced to 
retire from the American Ballet Theater 
because of her "advanced" age, is lead
ing a dynamic crusade on behalf of all 
dancers whose careers end rather early 
in life. Most dancers stop dancing at 40 
- but they must wait until 65 to collect 
their pension benefits from the union. 
She says, "Dancers are always worried 
about their welfare." She now appears 
as a guest artist with several ballet com
panies but this is not a steady income. 
After dedicating their youth to poetry in 
motion, most ballerinas are faced with 
25 years of financial hardship. She has 
organized a group of ballet dancers 
from the American Ballet, the City 
Ballet and the Joffrey Ballet that filed a 
$20 million discrimination suit against 
the American Guild of Musical Artists 
(AGMA)., We wish her luck in her 

ATHENS CENTER HOTEL 

A MODERN HOTEL in the heart of the business 
center of Athens, a few minutes from the Acropolis. 
136 fully airconditioned rooms - deluxe restaurant and 
bar - roof garden and swimming pool with panoramic 
view of the Acropolis. 

REASONABLE PRICES: 
MARCH to OCTOBER 31st, 1991 
Single rooms drs. 7.000. Double rooms drs. 9.500. 
3-beds drs. 13.200 - including breakfast. 
For reservations please contact Mr. Arsenis in New 
York - Tel. (516) 694-9133 or communicate directly 
with Athens Center Hotel: 26 Sophocleous Street, 
Athens. Tel. 524-8511-7 Telex 221761 ASCO GR. 
CBL:CENTEROTEL. 
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"aging" crusade. 

LOUIS XIF ARAS of New Bedford, 
Mass., serves as chairman of (CISR) 
The Society of Certified Insurance 
Representatives Board of Governors. 
He has been in the insurance business 
since 1958 and is highly respected 
throughout New England. He is also a 
Director of the Professional Insuraijce 
Agents for all New England. During his 
distinguished career, he has received 
many honors as the PIA Agent of the 
Year, and PIA outstanding Agent of the 
Year. He has made many contributions 
including mandatory educational pro
grams. The Board of Governors has 15 
members. In the USA there are over 
3,400 insurance agents whom the Board 
directs with proper guidelines. 
KIMBERL Y FELOS, Assistant Pro
fessor of Ancient Greek Mythology at 
St. Petersburg Junior College, Tarpon 
Springs, Florida. She presented an 
excellent slide lecture recently on the 
Greek myths, and has been teaching at 
the school since 1980, where she is 
Chairperson of the Fine Arts Dept. 
Felos received BA and MA degrees 
from Boston University. In 1984, she 
was Fulbright Scholar in Pakistan, 
where she studied Islamic art and his
tory. She says that the ancient Greek 

myths can relate to modern life in many 
ways even after 2,500 years! 

TIDBITS 

TERESA STRATAS, the dynamic 
diminutive soprano, gave an outstand
ing performance at the world premiere 
of the "Ghosts of Versailles~' at the Met
ropolitan Opera in New York. The 
much acclaimed "little Callas" is mak
ing a triumphant comeback after an 
absence of several years from the opera 
stage ... DR. MONTHE KOFOS now 
that he is retired is more active than 
ever. Besides many civic and social 
societies he is also a mamber of the 
Nicholas Granitsas Scholarship Dance 
Committee in Malrboro, Mass ... 
ROBERT LANTOS is the producer of 
the new historical movie "Black Robe" 
which deals with the adventures of the 
early French explorers in the New 
World ... VIRGINIA TRIANT and 
DEAN FRANIKOS were both semifi
nalists in the National Merit Scholar
ships held in New England recently ... 
four Greek-American artists were 
among the painters who presented their 
works at the expo "Anthropology 
Through Art" which was held at Queens 
Colle~, NY They included ANNA 

PARATHYRAS, JENNY MARK~ 
TOU, TOM KASIMA TIS and PETER 
VERIKIOS. The show reflected the eth
nic pride of various different cultures ... 
NICK V ASILAKIS, chairman of the 
Roumeliotes of Florida, was the host 
for the Federation of Sterea Hellas 
USA which held its annual convention 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida... BRIG. 
GENERAL COST AS CARAGANIS 
(retired) of Lowell, Mass., was the host 
for a fund raiser in support of Senator 
PAUL TSONGAS who is a Presiden
tial candidate. It was a bit of deja vu for 
Tsongas who launched his political 
career for the Senate in Lowell many 
years ago ... 

DR.THEODOREBOGDANOSp~ 
an excellent lecture on Byzantine Music 
and its influence on the Islamic world of 
the Middle Ages. He is chairman of the 
Dept. of Humanities at California State 
University at San Jose, Calif ... TED 
LEONSIS is the President of Redgate 
Communications Corp. in Vero Beach, 
Florida ... CHRIS POULOS of Provi
dence, R. I. was the winner of the World 
Freestyle Bicycling Championships for 
1991. Competing against 40 other for
eign country athletes, Chris was the 
1990 winner, and the 1991 American 
Champion, as well... SPIRO LUCAS is 

,.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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the circulation manager for the 
Washington Post ... Rev. DR. CON
ST ANTINE DOMBALIS has been 
named as a trustee to the Board of Vis
itors, at Virginia Commonwealth Uni
versity, the Medical College of Virginia. 
He is the Dean of the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral in Richmond, VA ... 

BARBARA ALIPRANTIS, an educa
tor performing artist, is a great story
teller. She captures children's vivid 
imagination by telling them stories of 
the world including Greek folk tales ... 
her program includes tales from the 
Middle East, Africa and Russia, a true 
ethnographic kaleidoscope of folklore 
around the globe .. . KENNETH LIAT
SOS is the president of Tradeway Corp. 
at Brookline, Mass ... COST A Panagos, 
a fine athlete in football and basketball 
was awarded the John Vlahos Scholar 
Athlete Award. He hails from Lenox, 
Illinois ... NICK TSIOTOS, the connoi
seur of wrestling matches, presented his 
own float, along with Aphrodite and the 
Discus Thrower at the Peabody's Mega 
Jubilee Parade in Boston recently. He is 
a champion of Hellenic themes and does 
it with a Spartan enthusiasm ... 

STEVEN PASTIS is the publisher of 
The Hellenic Calendar in Santa Ana, 
Calif... NICHOLAS RETSINAS is a 
top aide and adviser to Governor Sund
lum of Rhode Island... GEORGE 
PANICHAS is a former State Repre
sentative of R.1. which has a sizeable 
Hellenic community... Air Force Lt. 
Col. (Ret.) JOHN HALACHIS has 
been elected president of the Alpha 
Omega Council for 1991-1992. He suc
ceeds PETER PANT AZELOS. Hala
chis most recently served as Mass. 
Commissioner of Veterans Affairs in 
Boston.. . ROBERT SIKELLIS, an 
attorney from Belmont, Mass., has been 
named an Assistant Attorney General 
in the Criminal Bureau, following a 
one-year judicial clerkship. He is an 
honors graduate from the Boston Uni
versity Law School class of 1989 ... U.S. 
Congressman NICHOLAS MAV
ROULES (D-Mass) is a ranking 
member of the House Armed Services 
Committee. He is also Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Investigations ... 

MA YOR ART AGNOS of San Fran
cisco was recently named the "Ameri
can Arcadian of the Year" at the 52nd 
annual national convention of the Pan
Arcadian Federation in Long Beach, 
Calif. His Greek immigrant parents 
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hailed from the rugged mountains of 
Arcadiain the heartland of the Pe
loponnesus. He has been very active 
in promoting a campaign to help fight 
the scourge of AIDS ... U.S. Congress
man MICHAEL BILIRAKIS of Flor
ida was the guest speaker at the 
University of Pitts burgh during the 50th 
celebration of the dedication of the 
Greek Room ... MARIA XIFILIDOU 
gave a splendid piano recital at N or
theastern University which was spon
sored by the Anatolia College Inter'l 
Alumni Assoc ... WILLIAM SOURIS 
of Somerville, Mass., has been 
appointed as chairman of the State 
Liquor License Commission. He was 
selected by the local Board of Alder
man ... STEPHANIE SA VIDES, a ten
nis amateur player at the Stead Open 
Tournament at the Moraga Country 
Club, made it to the doubles finals, but 
lost out to the top seeded at 6-2, 6-4 ... 
NICHOLAS LANDIS, whowaschauf
feur to Gen. MacArthur and President 
Truman in the old days, has just turned 
100 years old. He migrated to the USA 
in 1907. During WW II he served with 
the 77th Division ... DR. ATHENA 
PAPAS, assistant professor of general 
dentistry at Tufts University, was 
recently inducted into the American 
College of Dentists ... 
JAMES KERASIOTES serves as the 
Commissioner of the Mass. Dept. of 
Public Works ... ALEXANDRA 
ZAHARIAS, a very talented choreo
grapher, and cardiovascular surgeon 
DR. NICHOLAS KOUCHOUKOS 
were both honored recently by the Hel
lenic Spirit Foundation as outstanding 
Greek-Americans ... 

Historical Trivia. .. 
THE GREAT LIBRARY OF ALEX
ANDRIA (Megale Bibliotheke) was 
dedicated to the Nine Muses, hence the 
word Museion or Museum. All scien-

tific knowledge as we know it today was 
first systematized in this "Think 
Tank" of antiquity. The Library was 
built under the sponsorship of the 
Greek Pharaoh Ptolemy I Lagos, a half 
brother of Alexander the Great, who 
claimed Egypt as his kingdom after 
Alexander's death in 323 B.c. Ptolemy 
invited the Athenian scholar Demetrius 
of Phaleron to Egypt where he estab
lished the Mouseion Library about 300 
B.c. For the next three centuries the 
Ptolemaic dynasty acted as the benefac
tor of this "university" and invited 
scientists and scholars from all over the 
Hellenistic world to pursue their studies 
in Alexandria by offering them an 
annual stipend. The schools of medi
cine, mathematics, astronomy, geo
graphy and mechanics flourished under 
the leadership of Great Librarians. The 
greatest of these Chief librarians (Bibli
othekarios) was Eratosthenes, a Greek 
mathematician from Kyrene in Libya 
flourished around 250 B.c. Abril· 
liant scientist, he proclaimed that the 
Earth was spherical and he calculated 
the diameter of the planet at 24,000 
miles. this is only a slight error for a 
scientist without any precise instru
ments. Callisthenis created his famous 
"pinakes" which codified the 500,000 
parchment scrolls according to subject 
matter. This was the first foundation of 
bibliographical science or card index
ing. The subjects included geometry, 
trigonometry, algebra, astronomy, cos
mology, geography, mechanics, 
hydraulics, ballistics, biology, botany, 
meteorology, cartography, chemistry 
and zoology. Most of these sciences 
were created and developed by Greek 
scientists over a period of 12 centuries 
from 600 B.c. down to 650 A.D. when 
Alexandria fell to the Arabs. The Greek 
"Think Tank" was the foundation for 
the glorious Renaissance and our mod
ern day technology. 

KAM XPIETOyrENNA 
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