
Hellenic Profiles By Thomas Spelios 

T. PETER LIMBER (Limberis) cele
brated author and lecturer was born in 
New York of Greek parents from 
Samos. His international work enabled 
him to live in Athens during 1979-85 
where he did extensive research into 
Greek history and culture. His labor of 
love produced a book entitled, 
"HELLENIKA-Heritage and History." 
In this superb 250-page volume he tra
ces Greek history over 5,000 years from 
the Minoan Age down to the present. 
This book is a splendid tribute to Helle
nism through the ages and its magnifi
cent maps are eye captivating. Peter is a 
graduate of NYU and did postgraduate 
studies at Columbia University. A 
gifted linguist and scholar, his interna
tional career took him around the world 
over a 27 year period. He and his wife 
Demetra maintain homes in Westches
ter and Vouliagmeni, Greece. He is an 
active member of the Archdiocesan 
CounL'i!; a trustee of Hellenic College; a 
committee member of the American 
Farm School in Salonika. Early this 
year he was invested as an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate with the title 
of Ofikion Notarios, Presently he is 
working on a new book called, "Histor
ika" - Short Histories of Hellenic 
Themes. I predict this . will be yet 
another tribute to our noble ancestors 
from a great champion of Hellenism. 

EMANUEL FTHENAKIS, 63, chair
man, president and CEO of Fairchild 
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Industries in Chantilly, V A. retired 
early this month. He has served as chair
man since 1985 and became president 
and CEO in 1989. One of the Fortune 
500, this industrial giant supplies aero
space and industrial products to the US 
government and other major manufac
turers. During his long career as a 
scientist-businessman Fthenakis was a 
pioneer in the development of missile 
and space technology. He also helped in 
many programs that implemented new 
commercial telecommunications sys
tems. he is the son of Greek parents who 
hailed from Crete. He will be succeeded 
as president by Jeffrey Steiner and as 
CEO by Peter Marino. His successful 
career at Fairchild spans a period of 

twenty years during which he was hailed 
as a great innovator in space age 
technology. 

ANDREW YIANNAKOS, well known 
activist in many civic and cultural socie
ties in Brooklyn, is the Chairman of the 
Eastern Orthodox Committee on 
Scouting (EOCS) which held its final 
meeting of the year at St. Demetrios 
Church in Astoria last month. He 
recently wrote to President George 
Bush praising his fine leadership in the 
Gulf War victory. Now that Kuwait has 
been liberated and restored to its feudal
ist dynasty, Mr. Bush was requested to 
help liberate Cyprus from the Turkish 
invaders. This is a lingering 17-year 
cancer that is spreading as more Tur
kish immigrants are being settled in the 
northern region of the island. We all 
hope that Yiannakos's letter to the Pres
ident will bring justice to the long suffer
ing Greek Cypriots. 

JOHN CASSA VETES, the brilliant 
movie director and actor who passed 
away last year, celebrated yet another 
triumph with the release of his last film 
recently. The premiere at Cinema 1 in 
Manhattan brought out a glittering 
audience of prominent film critics and 
artists. The movie entitled "Opening 
Night" stars John Cassavetes and his 
vivacious wife Gena Rowlands along 
with Ben Gazzara and Joan Blondell, a 
star of the 1940's. The film is very 
appealing, and Janet Maslin, of the 
New York Times says, "Rowlands is at 
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her most radiant, she can be incompara
bly funny while coming apart at the 
seams." The movie was written and 
directed by John Cassavetes, his last 
epic just before he died. 

AGLAIA KORAS-BAIN, a very gifted 
pianist, gave a recital recently at the 
World Bank in Washington, DC. The 
program was devoted to Chopin, Rus
sian and Greek composers. Her daz
zling performance was for the benefit of 
the Hellenic Academy. A protege of the 
great Gina Bachauer, she made her 
musical debut at the age of 11 with the 
San Francisco Symphony Orchestra. 
She is a graduate of the Curtis Institute 
of Music, where she studied under 
Rudolf Serkin. She has performed 
extensively in the USA and across 
Europe winning many top awards. 
Among her many triumphs are included 
first prize for the International Chopin 
Competition and first prize for the 
Young Musicians Foundation Compe
tition. She is indeed a worthy successor 
to the immortal Gina Bachauer. 

ANDREAS ACRIVOS, Albert Ein
stein professor at City College in New 
York, is among the 60 newly elected 

members of the National Academy of 
Sciences, an independent organization 
that is an official adviser to the US 
government on technology and science. 
Now there are 1,626 members with 277 
foreign associates. Election to the 
academy is considered one of the high
est honors that can be bestowed upon 
an American engineer or scientist. Acri
vos has dedicated many years of his 
career in pursuing original and creative 
research projects at CUNY. He is 
greatly respected by the faculty and stu
dent body for his continuing 
achievements. 

SPIRO TSIMBINOS, a top aide to 
John Santucci, is one of thirteen candi
dates that have been interviewed to 
replace the outgoing Queens District 
Attorney who is retiring. There are 29 
applicants for the $97,000-a-year job. 
One of the other front-runners is 
Queens Supreme Court Justice THO
MAS DEMAKOS, another Hellene 
who made the headlines during the con
troversial Howard Beach trial. Dema
kos served as chief assistant district 
attorney in Queens during the 1970's. 
Tsimbinos is a very talented attorney 

who serves as the Executive Assistant 
District Attorney, as Legal Counsel and 
Chief of Appeals for several years, the 
right hand of Mr. Santucci. The final 
choice rests with Governor Cuomo who 
must select the successor. Tsimbinos, 
whose Greek immigrant parents came 
to the USA from the island of Chios, 
has all the proper credentials and years 
of experience; he is the ideal candidate 
for the job. 

GEORGE TSONTAKIS, composer 
and conductor of the Metropolitan 
Greek Chorale for twelve seasons, is 
celebrating its 26th anniversary. Its 60 
volunteer members from the New York 
area offered American audiences the 
musical works of Greek composers. 
Tsontakis is a graduate of the Juilliard 
Music School and in 1989 he received 
many prestigious prizes including the 
Friedheim Award given by the Kennedy 
Center in Washington DC. He also won 
a $25,000 Composer Grant, the highest 
award given by the National Endow
ment for the Arts . He has presented 
many concerts across the USA includ
ing the celebrated Spoleto USA and the 
Aspen Music Festival. 
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THEODORE KAROUSOS, son of 
Master Chef Geor~,,~ Karousos and 
International Culinary Consultant 
Anna Karousos of Newport, R.I ., is in 
Europe this summer apprenticing at a 
prestigious restaurant and a world class 
resort hotel. He is studying Classical 
Cuisine at Le Restaurant De L' Auberge 
De Bugnaux, RoBe, Switzerland, and 
will observe the European concept of 
restaurant management and hospitality 
at Le Montreux Palace, Montreux 
Switzerland. Karousos recently gradu
ated from Boston University with a 
bachelor of science degree in Interna
tional Business and completed two 
years of Harvard University's business 
courses. Upon his return to the United 
States, he wiB travel through the coun
try and then resume his duties as general 
manager at the Sea Fare Inn, Ports
mouth, R.1. 

PETER G. DOUKAS received the 
overwhelming endorsement of the Mid 
Manhattan-New Democratic Club to 
be the Democratic District Leader for 
the East Side of Manhattan, between 
East 25th Street to East 55th Street. 
Peter G. Doukas the east side Demo
crat that won the Democratic Primary 
for Congress in 1988, won the organi
zations endorsement with 82% of the 
vote over his opponent Jess Velona. 
As the Mid Manhattan-New Demo
cratic Club's endorsed candidate Peter 
is almost assured to be on the ballot 
for the September primary. 
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LEO CONDAKES, a Vice President of 
the Peter Condakes Company in Bos
ton, was elected an Archon of the Ecu
menical Patriarchate this year. Mr. 
Condakes is a member of several Bos
ton Parishes, including the Annuncia
tion Cathedral, the Saint John's Parish, 
and the St. Nectarios Parish, as weB as 
the Saint George Church in Lynn. Leo 
Condakes and his wife Eve were the 
first husband and wife in the United 
States to become members of Leader
ship 100 of the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese of North and South America. 
They are supporters of the St. Basil's 
Academy, Hellenic College-Holy Cross 

and most other ministries of the Church 
on the local diocesan and national 
levels. A civi~ minded individual, he is 
also active in various cultural and civic 
organizations including the Wild Life 
Federation and several animal rights 
organizations. Mr. and Mrs. Condakes 
are residents of Swampscott, MA. 

GEORGE COSMATOS, celebrated 
movie director, is planning a big-budget 
film epic about Christopher Columbus. 
It will champion the great Admiral as a 
Renaissance Rambo. Cosmatos 
directed "Rambo II" an action packed 
film about Vietnam ... PETER THO
NIS, a leading spokesman for I.B.M., 
defended his corporation recently after 
a very disappointing financial period 
this past season ... JOHN SPEREDA
KOS, a very talented actor, is appearing 
in a new play, "Food and Shelter," at 
the Vineyard Theater in Manhattan. He 
plays the dual role of policeman and 

JOHN THEMISTOCLES CHRYS
SOCHOOS of Flushing, and East 
Moriches, New York was graduated 
from the University of Rochester Medi
cal School with a medical degree. He is 
the son of Dr. Themistocles Chrysso
choos, an internist who practices in 
Queens and Mrs. Niki Chryssochoos, a 
nu tritionist. 

clerk ... WILLIAM MASSELOS, 70, a 
gifted pianist, has just released a new 
record entitled, "Tribute to Ives, Sat ie, 
Brahms, Schumann". This brilliant col
lection should have been titled "Tribute 
to Masselos". He was an active promo
ter of Ives for many years gone by .. . 
SPIRO MALAS, a versatile actor, is 
starring in the musical revival of the 
1856 play, "The Most Happy Fella", the 
comical story in which Malas plays an 
aging Italian immigrant farmer in the 
Napa Valley and his mail-order bride as 
they pursue love and happiness amid 
the vineyards ... JOHN TSANAS, well 
known New York attorney, is running a 
very active campaign to become a 
member of the NY City Council, just 
recently expanded to 51 members ... 
CYNTHIA GREGORY, a prima bal
lerina with the American Ballet 
Theater, gave a splendid performance in 
the lead role as a young heroine in the 
production of "Fall River Legend" ... 
PETER DOUKAS, who campaigned 
for the US Congress in the silk stocking 
district of Manhattan, in 1988, is plan
ning another political stab in the near 
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future ... 
GEORGE MICHAEL, the rock star, 
ha,s set up his own record company. The 
new label is Hard Back Records and he 
has invested over $500,000 in this ven
ture. The president of the company is 
his cousin, 25-year-old ANDROS 
GEORGIOU. He will continue to make 
recordings with Epic Records for the 
near future .. . PHILIP ANGELI DES 
has been elected chairman of the Cali
fornia Democratic Party, following in 
the recent triumph of CHRIS SPIROU, 
chairman of the New Hampshire 
Democratic Party... The Pancyprian 
Association of America presented its 
1991 "Freedom Award" to well known 
philanthropist GEORGE PARASKE
V AIDES in Manhattan recently ... 
STEVEN PAPADATOS, an accomp
lished Byzantine-style architect, has 
designed a new 35,000 sq. ft. Greek 
Orthodox Church to be built in Dallas, 
Texas ... Prof. V AN COUFOUDAKIS 
is a professor of political science at 
Purdue University in Indiana ... 
JACKIE KALOGEROPOULOS, sis
ter of the great opera diva MARIA 
CALLAS, gives a scalding account of 
her famous sibling in her book, "Sis
ters" which has just been released. It is 
such a nasty tale of family hate that it is 
bound to become a best-seller ... TIM 
BIR TSAS is a relief pitcher for the 
Reds. He has seen very limited action 
since he was recalled from Nashville ... 
CHRISTINA KAZIS of Brockton, 
Mass. runs Marathons to support char
ity. She has run in New York, Boston 
and San Francisco, raising over $1,200 
for the AIDS Foundation. She is a 
graduate of NYU and a self-employed 
businesswoman .. . 
GREGORY STRANG IS was the exec
utive producer of the NBC-TV movie, 
"Reason for Living," the Jill Ireland 
story about a cancer victim and her 
addicted son, a modern "Greek" 
tragedy which was aired recently ... 
DINO ANAGNOST, the well known 
maestro, conducted the Little Orchestra 
Society in a program of Vivaldi at Lin
coln Center's Alice Tully Hall. The con
cert was part of a series exploring 
"Vivaldi's Venice" which began last 
year ... Dino also directs the Choir at the 
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Manhattan 
every Sunday... ATHOS ZACHA
RIAS is displaying his prints and paint
ings at the Dodge House Gallery in 
Providence, R.I. His work is a melange 
ofrealism and abstraction ... at the same 
time in the Art Club's Main Gallery the 
paintings of CRISTINA MAINTAI-

24 

Grand . 
opportunity 
cliecking! 
Free Checking with a Minimum Balance 
of iust a Grand ($ 1,000)1 
If you want free checking, other banks make you 
keep $1,500 to $3,000 on deposit. Not us! 
With an Atlantic Bank Grand Opportunity Account 
you can write as many checks and make as many deposits 
as you want, and any month your average balance 
is above $1 ,000 there are NO service charges. 
What's more, NO other account relationship is needed . 
You can make deposits, cash withdraw als , 
balance inquiries and transfers' round the clock 
at Atlanticard 24® centers - and get cash at thousands 
of cash machines throughout the u.s. and Canada . 
You can also get special rates on many Atlantic Bank loans, 
and you can even apply for a Cash Reserve line of credit 
that lets you write checks for more than your balance. 
To get in on this Grand Opportunity, 
visit your nearest Atlantic Bank branch today, 
or coil toll-free: 1-800-535-ABNY 

ATLANTIC 
BANK 

OF NEW YORK 

Full Service Commercial Bonking since 1926 

Convenient offices in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island and Long Island 
Member FDIC • Equal Opportunity Lender 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



NIS presented an eXposItIOn of her 
paintings and fine illustrations ... DR. 
ANDREW KOPAN, professor of edu
cation at DePaul University, was 
honored recently by the Hellenic Coun
cil of Education ... ALEXIS PHOTI
ADES, the captain of the MIT tennis 
team, led his teamates to victory over 
Amherst. He is already an Academic All 
American, and the MIT team will soon 
go on to the Division III tournament... 
BECKY ST AIKOS ORPHAN is the 
principal of Budlong Elementary 
School in Chicago ... ALEXIS KOSTO
POULOS won the Gold Medal for the 
second time in thre: years at the YMCA 
New England Swimming which were 
held at Brown University ... 
DR. FOTIS KAFATOS of Harvard 
University was presented with the 
Minoan A ward by the Pan cretan Asso
ciation of America for his contributions 
to the academic world... JAMES 
KERASIOTES, the Commissioner of 
Public Works in Mass., is heading Gov
ernor Weld's campaign to remove all 
former followers of Dukakis from state 
managerial posts ... In his new DPW 
position he is the acting hatchet man 
creating a reign of terror by purging his 
own department. .. THEONI 
ALDREDGE (nee Vlachakis) designed 
the costumes for the new Broadway 
musical "Nick & Nora" which is choreo
graphed by TINA PAUL. .. Pitcher 
GEORGE TSAMIS of the Visalia 
Twins has had an outstanding season. 
He led his team to 17 victories and was 
selected to the ·1991 All-Star team in the 
California League ... JOEL CHIME
LIS, who played with the Modesto 
team, also had a splendid season, hitting 
.303... Noted actress DIMITRA 
ARLYS gave poetry readings with mus
ical accompaniment at Bloomingdale's 
Greek Festival in Manhattan ... LOUIS 
TASIOPOULOS has been named to 
head the Shearson Lehman Trust Com
pany in Wilmington, Del... Prof. DAN 
GEORGAKAS of Queens College has 
just published a new book, "Solidarity 
Forever" about the history of labor 
unions in the old west. He is a native of 
Detroit, Mich ... ADAMANTIA POL
LIS is a professor of political science at 
the New School for Social Research in 
Manhattan. She is very active in "Arte
mis," a Greek Collegiate Association at 
Hunter College ... 
DR. P. ROY V AGELOS, president and 
CEO of the pharmaceutical giant 
Merck & Company, received the presti
gious 1991 Albert Schweitzer Leader-
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ship Award along with Gen. 
Stormin/ Norman at the Waldorf
Astoria gala ... STEVEN PAGONES, 
the former Assistant District Attorney 
for Dutchess County, was exonorated 
recently from charges stemming from 
the Tawana Brawley circus orchestrated 
by the arch provocateur Al Sharpton ... 
ANDREW MANATOS, former 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce is 
leading an active lobbying campaign to 
win justice for Cyprus in Washington, 
DC .. VIRGINIA DEMOS, a graduate 
of Harvard University Graduate School 
of Education, has been appointed the 
new director for the treatment center at 
the Boston Institute for Psychother
apy ... STEVEN MOSKOS, an eminent 
educator, is leading the Ahepa crusade 
to save the Greek classics at American 
universities. If we do away with Plato 
and Aristotle what do we substitute 
them with.. . perhaps Al Sharpton's 
"Metaphysika" and Jesse Jackson's 
"Anabasis. " 

TIBITS 
Historical Trivia. .. 
GREEK NAVIGATORS IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN ... 
The most famous Greek sea captain was 

NEARCHOS of Crete who led Alex
ander's fleet from India back to 
Babylon in 324 BC Others would 
include ONESICRITUS who com
manded Greek ships on the Indus River; 
HIPPALOS of Alexandria who sailed 
to India on the monsoon winds (50 AD) 
and another navigator named ALEX
ANDROS (150 AD) who sailed across 
the Indian Ocean, passed the Malay 
peninsula and reached Canton, China, 
the first European maritime expedition 
to reach the Far East. This was 1,370 
years before Magellan! 
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