
I Thoughts I 
From Seattle By Taso Lagos 

The Greek-American Voice: Why 
Don't We Hear It In The Movies? 

In Tony Spiridakis's new movie 
"Queens Logic," we get the rare privi
lege of witnessing a Greek-American's 
work on the screen. Not only did Spiri
dakis write and act as associate pro
ducer of the movie, but he also plays a 
major role in it. The film has nothing to 
do with the Greek-American experience 
per se, but it points to at least one case of 
a Hellenic-American breaking into the 
movie industry. I can't imagine that I'm 
the only ethnic Greek besides Spiridakis 
to try his hand at producing films; but 
why haven't we heard from the rest of 
you? 

Spiridakis was born and raised in 
Astoria, New York. His parents immi
grated from the old country, but as a 
youngster he always wanted to get out 
of the area and discover brighter pas
tures. "I spent so many years as a tee
nager fighting to get out of this 
neighborhood to go away to college, to 
Manhattan, to cross the bridge," Spiri
dakis says whimsically, having thoughts 
of an acting career deep in his wishful 
brain. 

He graduated from the Yale School 
of Drama and pursued his acting career 
in New York City. Getting only odd 
jobs and inconsistent work in television 
and movies, Spiridakis decided to 
jump-start his career by writing screen
plays. "Queens Logic" was the launch
ing pad. 

The film was a homecoming for Spiri
dakis. After describing his ordeal to 
leave Astoria, he wanted to return not 
as a failure, but as someone rising in his 
career. "After about eight years of try
ing to get out, the movie represented the 
only way I could come back." 

The story in the film concerns the 
somewhat trivial pursuit of seven 
friends meeting in Queens on the 
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impending marriage of one of the bud
dies to a hair dresser. Ray is having 
last-minute pangs about hitching it up 
with Patricia, and the story weaves 
around his insecurities, doubts, and 
man's discourse on love for the other 
sex. While the movie ends on a simplis
tic tone and verifies the notion that men 
are dumb and don't recognize a good 
woman when they see her, "Queens 
Logic" is also a non-ethnic movie. 

We watch the characters strut and 
grunt under a teary life, but we don't 
know what their backgrounds are -
and the film cries out for this. Knowing 

that Vinnie might be Greek or Carla 
Italian would have injected the movie 
with depth and provided us a compass 
by which to gauge the characters' emo
tional turbulence; but we get none of 
that. Instead, we're fed clever lines, 
funny repartee, wingers, zingers, and 
bon mots .. . with none of the grit, the 
character, the ethnic meat to chew on. 

So why did Spiridakis homogenize 
the script and leave out his ethnic back
ground? The reasons are depressingly 
many. 

It's a cachet in the movie industry that 
to break into the business, a writer must 
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write for an audience the better. As 
someone who did time in L.A. for seven 
years, working as a "script doctor," I 
was told over and over that movies are a 
business and the more ticket buyers, the 
better. 

So forget your background, unless 
you're Woody Allen, in which case it's 
okay to show off your lewish
Americanness. But we Greek
Americans must think about a 
"mass-audience," nothing less for us 
will do. Meanwhile, Woody Allen goes 
on to make some of the most interesting 
movies in Hollywood, celebrating his 
background in a way that not only is 
interesting and compelling, but enriches 
the entire American culture in the 
process. 

Somehow we "Grams" (Greek
Americans combined) either feel our 
culture is intrinsically inferior to other 
ethnic groups, or we are willing to buy 
into the American system quicker than 
most. Granted, that's made us success
ful; wealthy Grams are everywhere in 
this giant land, but name a famous 
Greek-American actor, producer, direc
tor? Name just one (other than Telly 
Savalas, who just makes TV commer
cials now). 

Denying our own heritage to the 
country at large is to deny the very herit
age itself. We're willing to work hard, to 
climb the socio-economic ladder; but to 
show ourselves in literature, movies, 
music, poetry - that seems to be almost 
taboo. 

It doesn't help that seeking a profes
sion in the entertainment industry is 
frowned upon by most Greek mothers 
and fathers. To this day, my parents 
wished I would have become a lawyer or 
doctor, instead of a screenwriter. No 
mother in her right or left mind would 
let her precious daughter marry a strug
gling actor or director. I have seen the 
mothers of beautiful, eligible young 
ladies smile with contented eyes at me, 
but then turn harshly and politely dis
gusting when they find out I'm a writer. 

So, there seems no worse fate than 
being a writer, and a Greek-American 
one at that, writing about the Greek
American experience. Recently, I com
pleted the second draft of a script that 
outlines some of my feelings and expe
riences as a Gram. I hope to have it 
produced one day, not because I'm vain 
and want the attention, but because it 
would show that we Greek-Americans 
do have a voice and, finally, are using it. 
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