
Hellenic Profiles By Thomas Spelios 

PAUL TSONGAS, 50, former US 
Senator from Lowell, Mass. has 
declared that he planned to enter the 
presidential '92 race as a pro-business 
liberal Democrat in four key states, 
N.Hampshire, Iowa, Florida and Cali
fornia . .. The only way you can effect 
change is to be a player," he told the 
Boston Globe recently. As a firm sup
porter of "corporate America" he is crit
ical of fellow Democrats who always 
dwell on social issues and routinely 
attack Big Business. He released an 
82-page paper outlining his political 
plans and philosophy. Tsongas is a very 
talented speaker and writer. He has 
authored many books including, 
"Return to Purpose: A New American 
Mandate." He sees a cataclysmic 
decline in the US standard of living and 
plans to help rectify the situation. Last 
year he had a serious bout with lym
phatic cancer from which he has since 
recovered. 

SOPHIA GEV AS is a highly talented 
artist whose works "Mythic Spaces" 
have been exhibited throughout the 
USA most recently in New York at the 
Adelphi Manhattan Center. Her art 
work in oils, pastels and drawings is 
greatly influenced by her Hellenic herit
age which she always makes reference to 
when meeting her audiences. Her 
extensive travels in the American 
southwest, Europe, Greece and Cyprus 
have also had an impact on her artistic 
creativity. Her landscapes are espe
cially captivating; she creates an idyllic 
of vibrant, vivid colors blended into a 
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mythical tableaux. Whether the subject 
is rock hewn grotto or a Delphic temple 
her works exude a sense of magical 
magnet is. Many of her paintings are in 
private and corporate collections both 
in the USA and Europe. We hope to see 
a lot more from this versatile artist in 
the future. 

THOMAS L. PHILLLIPS, 66, the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Ray
theon Company retired recently after 
serving 27 years as its president. This 
diversified high tech corporation is a $9 
billion giant that employs 76,000 
workers as the nation's fourth largest 

defense contractor. He joined Ray
theon in 1948 and was elected president 
in 1964. Phillips was born in Istanbul 
(formerly Constantinople) of Greek 
parents, his family emigrated and 
settled in Boston, Mass. He earned his 
Bachelors and Masters degrees at the 
Virginia Poly technical Institute in 1947-
48. He and his family reside in WestoD-, 
Mass. where he is very active in 
Hellenic-American civic and social 
affairs. 

PETER TSOKANIS, well known 
architect, has been appointed as a 
member of the Designer Selection 
Board of Massachusetts. The DSB is an 
autonomous board located within the 
executive office and acts as a central 
authority for all public buildings. Tso
kanis heads his own company, Tsokanis 
Architects in Stoughton, Mass. and is 
active in building projects throughout 
New England. A native of Boston, he 
serves in his hometown as an associate 
member of the Brockton Conservation 
Commisssion. 

CHARLES SARANTOS is the presi
dent and treasurer of the C & I Electri
cal Supply Corp. in Lowell, Mass. A 
native born New Englander, he earned 
his degrees at the University of Lowell 
Boys Club, the Greek-American Legion 
Post No.1 and the Order of Ahepa. He 
was recently named to the Board of 
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Directors of the Enterprise Bank & 
Trust Company. 

MAJ. GENERAL "GUS" PAGONIS 
has been promoted to Lieutenant Gen
eral of the U.S. Army. He and his crew 
of 3,000 worked 36 hour shifts to unload 
supply planes and ships during the 
receint Gulf War in Kuwait. As head of 
logistics he supplied all the needs for the 
US troops including food, ammunition, 
medicines, fuel and even latrines. He 
also established recreational facilities 
that provided American music, hot 
dogs, movies, videos and volleyball. He 
supplied everything the GI's needed in 
the hot Saudi desert including I million 
meals a day and 700 tons of daily mail. 
The Pagonis family is US Army to the 
very core, his elder son, Gus, 25, is an 
Army captain, his younger son, Robert, 
21, plans to enlist in the army as a 
career. Napoleon said, an army 
marches on its stomach ... Pagonis pro
vided the calories. 

BESS JAMESON (nee Vasiliky Kladi
tis) was recently elected president of the 
HWBA, the Hellenic Womens Benevo
lent Assoc., in Canton, Mass. A native 
of Pennsylvania, she attended Ohio's 
Youngstown University with a BA in 
Education. She was a teacher in Quin
cey, Mass. and became active in GOY A. 
In 1975 she introduced the Radiothon 
to raise funds for the Hellenic Nursing 
Home. The HWBA supports many 
humanitarian projects in the Greek 
community. For her tireless efforts she 
was nominated as an outstanding 
woman of Greek descent by the Hellenic 
Professional Society. 

PETER COKKINIAS, the articulate 
clarinet soloist, has been appointed 
director of the Western Mass. Youth 
Orchestra. A skillful musician, he 
recently played the trumpet with the 
Doc Severenson orchestra on the 
Johnny Carson Tonite Show. LastJan
uary he conducted the Wellesley Sym
phony Orchestra at a concert in the Bay 
Community College. In the past he has 
conducted the Atlantic Sinfonieta and 
the Marlboro Orchestra. During the 
1970's Cokkinias studied with the cele
brated maestro Boris Goldovsky. 

MADELEINE KUTSULIS, a colum
nist for the "Beverly Review" in Chica
go's south side, was the recipient of a 
plaque from well known attorney Tho
mas' McDonough, president of the 

Southwest A venue Property Assoc. 
She was praised for her tireless efforts in 
defeating the proposed Area Service 
taxes. She is an outspoken anti-tax 
crusader. 

GUS TRAT AROS of Staten Island has 
been re-elected president of the Greek
American Contractors Association. 
During the past 20 years Greeks have 
become very prominent in the construc
tion and waterproofing industries, both 
as builders and suppliers. The following 
companies are owned by Hellenes: 
Summit, Apollyon, Magna, Proto, 
Dim, Plano, Metron, Coronis and 
Trataros. 

TIBITS 
CHRIS SPIROU is the new Chairman 
of the New Hampshire Democratic 
Party, a veteran of 14 years service in 
the State House, in 1884 he ran against 
Sununu in the gubernatorial race and 
10st... .. JOHN SUNUNU, the chief of 
staff for President Bush, has a Greek 
mother, his father is Lebanese .... 
CHRISTOPHER TRAKAS, a fine 
baritone, gave a concert at the Wads
worth Festival. The program was 
entitled "A Springtime Vocal Gala" 
.. ... SAM TSOTSOUV AS, a splendid 
actor, is appearing in the play "Our 
Country's Good" at the Nederlander 
Theater in New York ..... the produc
tion is directed by MARK LAMOS .... 
AGIS SALPUKAS is a staff writer for 
the NY Times, he wrote several very 
informative articles regarding the recent 
Gulf War ... .. DIMITRI KAVRAKOS, 
a fine basso voice, he appeared at Car
negie Hall in the Verdi opera "Othello" 
. ... JIM DUKAS has appeared in many 
plays, movies and TV series, his film 
credits include "Iron Weed" and "The 
Amityville Horror" ..... TA TIAN A 
TROYAN OS, a superb soprano, gave a 
recital at the Met Opera appearing in 
Mozart's "La Clemenza di Tito" during 
the last two weeks of the season
..... HERB NANAS is the executive pro
ducer of the new movie "Defending 
Your Life" which stars Meryl 
Streep ..... EVIE KAMOUZIS is a 7th 
grader at St. Joseph's School in Wake
field, Mass. She was the winner of the 
recent Geography Bee Contest ... she will 
partake in the annual national event 
soon, the first prize is a 25,000 scholar
ship .. ... BILL TRAGOS heads the 
TBW A Ad Agency in New York, his 
newest clients are the NY Mets and Car
vel Ice Cream ..... GEORGE VLA
CHOS plays the role of McFaul in the 
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new play "A Walk on Lake Erie" at the 
Contemporary theater in Tribeca
.. ... NICHOLAS CLAINOS is the exec
utive producer of the dynamic new 
movie "The Doors," a great celebration 
of the Sixties ..... JACK HAl GIS edited 
the new screenplay "American Blue 
Note" written by Ralph Toporoff, 
which deals with Tchaikovsky set to jaz
z ..... JOHN KALLAS and the Greek 
Writers Guild presented a very enjoya
ble evening of songs, stories and music 
at the Hellenic Cultural Center in Asto
ria. The music was provided by the 
gifted composer-musician VANGELI 
FAMPAS ... the songs by soprano 
ANNA PAIDOUSSI...the stories by 
LOUKAS SKIPITARIS and KAL
LAS, it was entitled "Growing Up as a 
Greek-American" .. . Kallas is a versatile 
artist, actor, director and playwrigh
t....his plays include "Infinity", "The 
Maniati", and "Pandora" . ... . 

LABRINI STATHOPOULOS 
directed the "Monologues" written by 
COSTOULA MITROPOULOU which 
were presented recently at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center. .... the music for the 
program was composed by NIKOS 
VEROPOULOS .... PROF. THEODO
ROS ACHT ARIDES of Baruch Col
lege presented a very informative 
lecture on the Greek Merchant Marine 
tradition which goes back many centu
ries ..... CONST ANTINE MAKRIS is 
the director of photography for the 
NBC TV series "Law & Order" .. . 
ALEXANDER V A VOULIS is a pro
fessor of chemistry at California State 
College in Fresno . . . . . GEORGE 
XENOS is the set designer for two new 
plays, "Leonce" and "Lena Woyzech" 
both being presented at a Bowery 
Theater on Second A venue in Manhat-
tan .... .. DR. T AKEY CRIST operates 
the Crist Clinic for Women which pro
vides health care and a newsletter 
"Focus" for females in Jacksonville, 
N.C. ..... PHILIP PAPPAS, 36, of Chi
cago won the 1st Prize for Great Ameri
can Home Awards from the National 
Trust for restoring a Victorian mansion 
to its former turn of the century gran
deur. The archaic Henning Manison 
was built by a famous pickle-packer in 
1895 ...... CHRISANTHOS LAZARI-
DIS gave an excellent lecture, "The 
Exodus from Missolonghi" which was 
sponsored by the Aetolo-Akarnanian 
Society at the Hellenic Cultural Center 
.... JASON BUZAS is the director of 
the new one act comedy "Foreplay" at 
the Judith Anderson Theater in 
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Scholarships in Greek Studies 
at the University of Florida 

GAINESVILLE, Florida- The Cen
ter for Greek studies at the University 
of Florida announced several new scho
larships available for students entering 
or already enrolled at the University of 
Florida. 

For an entering student, there is the 
Angelo Podes First Year Scholarship of 
$1000. This is to be awarded to a student 
of Greek-American parentage who has 
a high school G P A of 3. 5 and an SA T of 
1100 or better. The recipient must take 
at least one course from those offered by 
the Center for Greek Studies during the 
year of the scholarship. Applications 
deadline for Fall, 1991 is May 31, 1991. 
Interested students should write to the 
address below for an application form. 

For a sophomore or junior student, 
there is the Angelo Podes Greek Studies 
Scholarship of $1000. This will be 
awarded to a student of Greek
American parentage who has a UF 
G PA of 3.5 or better. The recipient must 
take at least one course from those 

NY .... . JOHN TSANAS is a Republican 
candidate for the New York City Coun
cil... .. Oscar-winning actress OLYM
PIA DUKAKIS is appearing in two 
new television dramas, 'Lucky Lady' 
about a lotto winner and 'Dinner' where 
she plays a grandmother surrounded by 
family feuds .... ANDREW ATHENS, 
president of the Metron Steel Corp. was 
presented with the prestigious Athena
gorean Human Rights Award by Arch
bishop Iakovos at a gala affair at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Present were the 
Archons of Saint Andrew including 
Senator PAUL SARBANES of Mary
land, NYU President JOHN BRADI
MAS and supermarket tycoon JOHN 
CATSIMATIDIS ... JOANNE AKA
LAITIS is the dynamic director of the 
Shakespeare classic 'Henry IV' in 2 
parts, which has been hailed by theater 
critics as a monumental triumph ... 
DAN GEORGAKAS of Empire State 
College gave a very informative lecture 
on Greek-American studies at the 
CUNY Graduate Center. .. ERSI SOTI
ROPOULOU, a poet-novelist, was the 
moderator at a Greek Studies seminar 
recently held at Boston College ... 
CHRIS LEGEROS is the anchorman 
for KIRO-TV in Seattle, Wash. He 

offered by the Center for Greek Studies 
during the scholarship year. Applica
tions must be complete by April 10, 
1991 for the Fall 1991 term, and awards 
will be made at a ceremony on April 22, 
1991 . An application is available at the 
Center Office, 102 Dauer Hall, or from 
Dr. Hartigan, Co-Director, at 3-b 
Dauer Hall. 

Both of these scholarships are availa
ble through the generosity of Angelo 
and Mary Podes of Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

For aU niversity of Florida student of 
Greek-American parentage, there is the 
Basilios Michopoulos Scholarship of 
$500. A student may be at any year of 
study at the University of Florida, must 
have at least a 3.0 G PA, and must enroll 
in one year of Greek language, either 
ancient or modern. Preference will be 
given to students whose family comes 
from the various demes of the Pelopon
nesos. 

For further information call (904) 
392-2075. 

covered the Gulf War news sending des
patches from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia ... 
ARTEMIS LEON TIS was the modera
tor at a roundtable discussion covering 
Hellenism in the 1930's, presented at the 
Harvard Cultural Center to a panel of 
students and faculty ... 

Historical Trivia 

PHILHELLENES WHO FOUGHT 
FOR GREECE IN 1827 

Among foreign volunteers who 
fought as Greek allies during the Revo
lution against the Ottoman Turks, there 
are recorded as follows: 342 Germans, 
196 French, 137 Italians, 99 Britons, 35 
Swiss, 30 Poles, 16 Americans as well as 
smaller numbers of Dutch, Swedes, 
Danes, Hungarians and Spaniards. The 
names of Lord Byron, Count Santa 
Roza and Fabier have entered the pan
theon of immortality. Among the Yan
kees the most famous were Dr. Samuel 
Gridley Howe, GeorgeJ arvis, Jonathan 
Miller and William Washington, a 
nephew of our first president who was 
killed by the Turks at Palamidi in Nau
plion. They came from twelve different 
nations but they were all Greeks in spirit 
true Heroes of Hellas. 
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